
5th Grade Book Titles Criteria 

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis Historical Fiction  

In Flint, Michigan at the height of the Great Depression, Bud is on his own with his suitcase full of memories. After being placed 
and subsequently mistreated, once again in foster care, he has decided that he has had enough of the system and takes his 
future into his own hands. His late momma may never have told him who his father is, but she left flyers advertising the famous 
musician, Herman E. Calloway, and Bud sets off on a quest to find him. His journey brings him into contact with the harsh 
realities and struggles of the time, but Bud refuses to give in. 

Lexile: 950 

Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan Historical Fiction  

Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico--she'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful 
home, & servants. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California during the Great Depression, and to 
settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. Esperanza isn't ready for the hard labor, financial struggles, or lack of acceptance 
she now faces. When their new life is threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult circumstances. Mama's 
life and her own depend on it. 

Lexile: 750 

Maniac McGee by Jerry Spinelli Realistic Fiction 

In this modern-day tall tale, Spinelli presents a humorous yet poignant look at the issue of race relations, a rare topic for a work 
aimed at middle readers. Orphaned as an infant, Jerry Magee is reared by his feuding aunt and uncle until he runs away at age 
eight. He finds his way to Two Mills, Pa., where the legend of "Maniac'' Magee begins after he scores major upsets against 
Brian Denehy, the star high school football player, and Little League tough guy, John McNab. In racially divided Two Mills, the 
Beales, a black family, take Maniac in, but despite his local fame, community pressure forces him out and he returns to living at 
the zoo. Park groundskeeper Grayson next cares for the boy, but the old man dies and Maniac moves into the squalid home of 
the McNabs, who are convinced a race war is imminent. After a showdown with his nemesis, Mars Bar, Maniac bridges the gap 
between the two sides of town and finally finds a home.  

Lexile: 820 

Starry Messenger: Galileo Galilei by Peter Sis Biography 

Galileo Galilei In every age there are courageous people who break with tradition to explore new ideas and challenge accepted 
truths. Galileo Galilei was just such a man--a genius--and the first to turn the telescope to the skies to map the heavens. In 
doing so, he offered objective evidence that the earth was not the fixed center of the universe but that it and all the other planets 
revolved around the sun. Galileo kept careful notes and made beautiful drawings of all that he observed. Through his telescope 
he brought the starts down to earth for everyone to see. By changing the way people saw the galaxy, Galileo was also changing 
the way they saw themselves and their place in the universe. This was very exciting, but to some to some it was deeply 
disturbing. Galileo has upset the harmonious view of heaven and earth that had been accepted since ancient times. He had 
turned the world upside down. In this amazing new book, Peter S employs the artist's lens to give us an extraordinary view of 
the life of Galileo Galilei. S tells his story in language as simple as a fairy tale, in pictures as rich and tightly woven as a tapestry, 
and in Galileo's own words, written more than 350 years ago and still resonant with truth. 

Lexile: 830 



Eating the Plates by Lucille Recht Penner Nonfiction 

Penner's Pilgrims are heroes, and deservedly so. She takes the story of their crossing on the Mayflower and establishment of 
Plymouth Colony, and fleshes it out with all the distasteful, even disgusting, details of their struggle for survival. Everything that 
made life difficult in the 1600s is mentioned--the acceptance of insect infestation in one's hair, clothing, bed, and food; the lack 
of efficient implements for home construction; the danger of crossing the Atlantic on an open vessel; and the deadly aftermath of 
disease. The author makes it clear that without the Indians' help, these settlers would not have made it through their first year, 
dependent as they were on European agricultural methods not suited to the New World. While Penner gives a complete picture 
of the Pilgrims' daily life, her prime focus is on food--what the people ate; how they raised, prepared, served, and preserved it. 
Her writing style has a light touch that makes this interesting reading, often with a wry slant. The book concludes with a ''Pilgrim 
Menu'' for readers to prepare with adult supervision. The illustrations include pen-and-ink drawings and lithographs that show 
period artifacts and various food items. 

Lexile: 720 

Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbit  Fantasy 

Doomed to―or blessed with―eternal life after drinking from a magic spring, the Tuck family wanders about trying to live as 
inconspicuously and comfortably as they can. When ten-year-old Winnie Foster stumbles on their secret, the Tucks take her 
home and explain why living forever at one age is less a blessing that it might seem. Complications arise when Winnie is 
followed by a stranger who wants to market the spring water for a fortune. 

Lexile: 770  
CCSS Exemplar 

Little Red Riding Hood and The Wolf by Roald Dahl Poetry 

As soon as Wolf began to feel That he would like a decent meal, He went and knocked on Grandma's door. When Grandma 
opened it, she saw The sharp white teeth, the horrid grin, And Wolfie said, "May I come in?" Poor Grandmamma was terrified, 
"He's going to eat me up!" she cried. And she was absolutely right. He ate her up in one big bite. 
http://ace.home.xs4all.nl/Literaria/Txt-Dahl.html OR  
http://poemhunter.com/poem/little-red-riding-hood-and-the-wolf/  
 
 

Lexile: n/a  
CCSS Exemplar 
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