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Mission 
 

The Blue River Community will work together to foster 
academic excellence for lifelong learning as well as allow 
students multiple opportunities to make positive 
connections through the school environment. 
 
 

Vision 
 

We will respect all students for who they are, what 
they know and how they learn.  We will demonstrate 
this by creating a safe, respectful environment, 
personalizing student learning, and advancing the 
personal and academic growth of all students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Dear Blue River Elementary Families, 
 
I am extremely honored to serve as the principal of Blue River 
Elementary and I am looking forward to a positive and productive 
2025-2026 school year.  Our goal is to ensure an equitable and safe 
learning environment for all stakeholders and to build a strong 
home/school partnership.  The policies, guidelines and procedures 
detailed in this handbook will help us to do just that.  
 
The handbook also contains a staff roster, a district calendar of events, 
schedules and more that you may find helpful when assisting your 
student(s) in planning for a successful school experience. 
 
Please take the time to familiarize yourself with the contents of this 
handbook and refer to it when needed.  It is always linked on our 
website under the “Families” tab. 
 
The Blue River staff is committed to each and every student’s academic 
and social-emotional growth.  Please do not hesitate to reach out with 
any questions or concerns.   
 
It’s a great day to be a Bobcat! 
 
Melissa Blevins-Principal 
mjblevins@bluevalleyk12.org 
913-239-6015 
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BRE Staff Roster 2025-26 

Principal: Melissa Blevins Art: Danielle Thorup 

Office Staff: Laura Stroud Music: Lindsay Prater 

 Christine Antes P.E.: Savannah Reece 

  Spanish: Mark Lange 

Kindergarten: Lisa Culbertson Counselor: Kala Pelate 

 Kristin Masten Librarian: Erin Feldmann 

 Chris Nichols Reading Specialist: Jennifer Duke 

  Nurse: Jennifer Barlows 

1st Grade: Caroline Breckenridge 
Occupational 
Therapist Mallory Hickey 

 Natalie Lemanski Psycholgist: M/T/F Ambria Shawger 

 Greyson Woerpel Psychologist (1 day) Brooke Wilcox 

 Morgan Topp Gifted: Ann Nelson 

  Speech: Becki Healy 

2nd Grade: Sara Bastemeyer P/T Speech: Ava Moxness 

 Chloe Hart Resource: Bethany Almloff 

 Carrie Lahey Resource: Christine Woods 

 Jasmine Mayekawa Resource: Tonya Hilliard 

  Resource: Ashley Giebler 

3rd Grade: Samantha Brekke Resource: Katie Mandracchia 

 Brenda Lumley ESOL: Michelle Tomlen 

 Lexi Weber SER: Kia Warren 

    

4th Grade: Liz Dolan Computer Para: Bree Hansen 

 Kylee Kopatich Reading Support Para: Radmila Dahlstrom 

 Natalie Washington Math Support Para: LeeAnn Ramahi 

 Delia Shepard SPED Para: Julie Castor 

  SPED Para: Jennifer Dunton 

5th Grade: Amanda Akridge SPED Para: Janet Hurt 

 Rebecca Baker SPED Para: Kelly Thomas 



 

 Bethany Berry SPED Para: Stacia Pheffer 

 Anne Jonason P/T SPED Para (IR) Ketaki Ghanekar (am) 

  P/T SPED Para (IR) Julie Cook (pm) 

Social Worker: Suzy Rein SPED Para (IR): Kathy Tripp 

Inst. Design Coach: Jill Lange SPED Para (IR): Far Rahman 

Building Sub: Karen Schmidt SPED Para (IR): Christy Svoboda 

P/T Lunch Para: Lisa DeBord SPED Para (IR): Ambar Flores 

P/T Lunch Para: T/TH Jessica Bell-job share SPED Para (IR):  

P/T Lunch Para: M/W/F Artemis Lang SER Para: Alonna Speer 

P/T Building Para: Laura Geary SER Para: Noah Markovetz 

P/T Building Para:  ELL Para: Anita Kish 

Custodian: William Dotson (day) Custodian: 
Sergio Miranda Ocampo 
(Campus Lead) 

 Laura Galvis (Lead)  Maria Avila (night) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Expectations in all Locations 
Our ROAR expectations will be explicitly taught, reviewed and reinforced by 
every staff member throughout the school year.  Further review of these 
expectations at home only strengthens our home-school connection and ultimately 
the learning environment during our school day.  Thank you for your support! 
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Blue River Lunch Schedule 
2025-2026 

 
FB = Fitness Break​ Cafe = lunch (eating) time 

Grade Lunch Time Classes Drop Off Pick Up 

KDG 10:30-11:00 Nichols/Culbertson/ 
Masten 

10:30-10:50 Cafe 10:50-11:00-FB 

2nd Grade 11:00-11:30 Bastemeyer/Hart 11:00-11:10-FB 11:10-11:30-Cafe 

Lahey/Mayekawa 11:00-11:20-Cafe 11:20-11:30-FB 

1st Grade 11:30-12:00 Woerpel/Lemanski 11:30-11:40-FB 11:40-12:00-Cafe 

Breckenridge/Topp 11:30-11:50-Cafe 11:50-12:00-FB 

4th Grade 12:00-12:30 Dolan/Washington 12:00-12:10-FB 12:10-12:30-Cafe 

Kopatich/Shepard 12:00-12:20-Cafe 12:20-12:30-FB 

3rd Grade 12:30-1:00 Weber 12:30-12:40-FB 12:40-1:00-Cafe 

Brekke/Lumley 12:30-12:50-Cafe 12:50-1:00-FB 

5th Grade 1:00-1:30 Akridge/Berry 1:00-1:10-FB 1:10-1:30-Cafe 

Baker/Jonason 1:00-1:20-Cafe 1:20-1:30-FB 

 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

      Recess Schedule 
       2025-2026 

 

Recess 

KDG 9:45-10:00 1:45-2:00 

1st 10:30-10:45 1:15-1:30 

2nd 10:15-10:30 1:30-1:45 

3rd 9:30-9:45 2:00-2:15 

4th 9:15-9:30 2:15-2:30 

5th 11:15-11:30 2:45-3:00 

 

 

 

Absences​
If your child is sick or will be late to school, please call the attendance line at 913-239-6005 and 
leave a message. 

●​ If your child is absent for three or more days due to illness, a doctor’s note is required to 
excuse the absences.​
 

●​ If you're planning a family vacation during school days, please notify both your child’s 
teacher and the school office.​
 

●​ For trips lasting more than 10 school days, your child will be unenrolled during the 
absence and re-enrolled upon return in accordance with district policy.​
 

Arrival Information 

●​ The first bell rings at 8:30 AM. Students may not enter the building before this time.​
 

●​ Class starts promptly at 8:40 AM.​
 

●​ Students arriving after 8:40 AM must be signed in at the office by a parent or guardian.​
 

●​ Students who are eating breakfast at school may enter the building at 8:15 AM.​
 

 



 

Car Line Drop-Off Procedures 

●​ Students must exit on the right side of the car onto the sidewalk.​
 

●​ If your child needs assistance or cannot exit on the right side, please park in the parking 
lot and walk them across the street.​
 

●​ For safety, do not drop your child off in the parking lot and allow them to cross alone. An 
adult must accompany them.​
 

Bicycles and Scooters 

●​ Students are allowed to ride bikes and scooters to school.​
 

●​ Once on campus, students must walk (not ride) their bikes or scooters.​
 

●​ We recommend students lock their bikes/scooters at the bike rack. The school is not 
responsible for lost, damaged, or stolen items.​
 

 
Motorized and Electric-Assisted Bicycles and Scooters:    

Students are still allowed to ride motorized scooters and bikes to and from school, as we 
understand these devices can be a helpful option for families juggling busy schedules or 
navigating limited transportation options. At the same time, we’re seeing safety concerns, 
disruptions during drop-off and pick-up and damage to taxpayer-funded school facilities when 
these devices are misused. To address these concerns districtwide and ensure a consistent, 
equitable approach for all students, the district is taking proactive steps to promote safe practices 
and implement uniform expectations across all schools. We value our partnership with families 
in reinforcing these expectations and fostering safe habits. 

The expectations are: 

●​ Students must turn off the motor, dismount and walk devices once on district property, 
including sidewalks, parking lots and playgrounds. They must use crosswalks and not 
re-engage the motor until they have exited the school campus. 

●​ Students who operate motorized scooters or bikes on district property will be required to 
complete a Student Permit Agreement and have it signed by a parent or guardian. Upon 
submitting the permit, the student will be issued a sticker to display on their device. The 
agreement can be obtained from a front office administrative assistant or an assigned 
school police officer. There is no charge for the permit. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V_vQOecYNQJWN-XauebvFVqNe2PL_TyspGGzNrUs-80/edit?usp=sharing


 

●​ All riders are to follow traffic laws, including stopping at lights and using crosswalks. 
●​ Motorized vehicles must be locked up in designated areas and may not be used during the 

school day. 
●​ Buildings may assign consequences, as appropriate, for continued non-compliance. As 

with any personal transportation, the district is not responsible for lost or damaged 
devices. 

We encourage families to talk with their children about safe riding behaviors and their route to 
and from school. Here is helpful guidance from Children’s Mercy. 

If you have questions about how this applies to your child or our school, please don’t hesitate to 
contact our office. We’re here to help and appreciate your partnership in reinforcing safe habits. 
Thank you for working with us to keep students safe and our school community strong. 

Birthday Celebrations 

Due to student allergies and dietary restrictions Birthday treats are not permitted. However, 
teachers will recognize your child’s special day in fun and meaningful ways.  Some possible 
classroom birthday choices include: 

●​ Line leader or teacher’s helper for the day​
 

●​ Drawing for a special activity coupon​
 

●​ Five extra minutes of class recess​
 

●​ Class game time​
 

●​ Free homework pass​
 

●​ Sitting in the teacher’s chair​
 

●​ Show and tell coupon​
 

●​ Choosing the class brain break​
 

●​ Wearing a birthday hat​
 

●​ Receiving a signed birthday book from classmates​
 

●​ Receiving a special letter from each classmate 

 

https://www.opkansas.org/city-services/traffic-roads-transportation/scooters/
https://www.childrensmercy.org/parent-ish/2023/08/school-travel-safety/


 

 

Building Security 

●​ All exterior doors at Blue River Elementary remain locked during the school day.​
 

●​ All visitors, including families, must ring the doorbell and present a valid photo ID to 
enter the building.​
 

●​ No ID = No Entry – Visitors without proper identification will not be allowed inside.​
 

●​ Once inside, visitors must sign in at the office and wear a visitor badge while in the 
building.​
 

Student Personal Devices (Cell Phones & Smart Watches) 

●​ Elementary students are not permitted to use cell phones or smart watches during the 
school day.​
 

●​ Devices must remain powered off and stored in backpacks throughout the day.​
 

●​ If your student needs to contact you, they may use the phone in the front office.​
 

●​ If you need to reach your child, call the office, and we will either relay the message or 
have your child call you.​
 

●​ Health-monitoring devices (e.g., for blood sugar levels) are allowed with principal 
approval.​
 

●​ Students using devices in violation of this policy may be required to leave them in the 
office until the end of the day.​
 

Delivery of Items to School 

●​ Please bring all items (lunches, coats, instruments, etc.) to the front office. Our staff will 
deliver them to your child.​
 

●​ Parents are not permitted to visit classrooms during instructional time.​
 

●​ No balloon or flower deliveries are allowed.​
 

●​ We cannot accept food deliveries from outside vendors (e.g., DoorDash, Uber Eats) for 
students.​
 



 

 

Discipline 

At Blue River, we promote a positive, respectful learning environment by teaching and 
reinforcing virtuous behavior. 

●​ Teachers establish, teach and reinforce clear classroom expectations, routines and 
procedures with appropriate consequences and positive reinforcement.​
 

●​ The principal will intervene when behavior concerns extend beyond the classroom.​
 

●​ Blue Valley School District Board of Education policies guide consequences for serious 
or repeated misbehavior, including suspension if necessary.​
 

●​ We work closely with students to support positive choices and behavior improvement 
whenever possible.​
 

Dismissal Procedures 

●​ Bus Riders: Called to the gym as buses arrive.​
 

●​ Walkers/Bike Riders: Dismissed at 3:35 PM through the cafeteria or C-pod doors.​
 

●​ Courtyard Pick-Up: Students go to the music room and are dismissed as parents arrive 
with their iDismiss number.​
 

●​ Car Line Pick-Up: Students are called when the car with the matching iDismiss number 
arrives.​
 

○​ Please place your provided iDismiss number sign (sent home on the first day of 
school) in your front windshield so staff can see it clearly.​
 

○​ Students must enter cars from the right side only.​
 

⏰ School ends at 3:45 PM. Students must be picked up by 4:00 PM.​
 If you're running late, please call the office at 913-239-6000. 

 

Dismissal Options 

Parents must choose one of the following for their child’s daily dismissal: 



 

1.​ Walker/Bike Rider – Child walks home or to a designated meeting spot.​
 

2.​ Car Line – Parents remain in their car and display the iDismiss number.​
 

3.​ Courtyard – Parents park and walk to the courtyard, showing the iDismiss number to 
staff.​
 

Dismissal Changes 

●​ Make sure your child knows how they are getting home before they leave in the 
morning.​
 

●​ For changes, call the office before 3:00 PM at 913-239-6000.​
 

●​ If your child needs to leave early for an appointment, please check them out by 3:15 PM. 
After that time, you’ll need to wait until regular dismissal.​
 

●​ Do not email teachers with dismissal changes—they may not see the message during 
class.​
 

Email & Text Messaging Communication 

●​ Email and text are our primary communication tools for both routine and emergency 
information.​
 

●​ Be sure we have your preferred email addresses and an up-to-date phone number on 
file.​
 

●​ Ms. Blevins sends a weekly email every Friday with school updates.​
 

●​ Teachers also send weekly classroom communication on Fridays and take home folders 
are sent home on Friday to be returned on Monday.​
 

●​ If you are not receiving emails or texts, please call the office to update your contact 
information. 

 

Inclement Weather Guidelines 

Student safety is our top priority when making decisions about outdoor activities. You can find 
detailed information in the Blue Valley Inclement Weather Guidelines 

In the event of school cancellations or schedule changes due to weather, families will be notified 
via email and text. 

https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/Page/34400


 

Lunch with Your Child 

We love having families visit! Here’s what you need to know: 

●​ You may begin joining your child for lunch after Labor Day.​
 

●​ Please sign in at the front office with a valid photo ID.​
 

●​ After lunch, your child will rejoin their class for the fitness break.​
 

●​ You are welcome to sit:​
 

○​ Outside at the picnic tables in front of the school​
 

○​ Or inside at the tables in the front entryway​
 

●​ Please note: Only you and your child may eat together—friends may not join.​
 

Middle School Students 

For safety and supervision reasons: 

●​ Middle school students are not allowed to visit BRE after BVMS is dismissed.​
 

●​ If they need to call home, they should do so from their own school before leaving.​
 

●​ If picking up a younger sibling, they should wait outside in the courtyard.​
 

Pets on School Property 

We kindly ask that pets not be brought to school during arrival, dismissal, or building entry. 

●​ Some students have allergies or fears related to animals.​
 

●​ Thank you for helping us maintain a safe and comfortable environment for all.​
 

Safety Drills & Emergency Procedures 

To ensure the safety of all students and staff, we regularly practice fire drills, tornado drills and 
lockdown/safety drills as required by the state of Kansas.   

 

 



 

Additional safety measures include: 

●​ Each classroom is equipped with an emergency kit for situations where students may not 
be able to access the nurse.​
 

●​ All staff review emergency procedures annually.​
 

●​ A designated Crisis Team is in place to respond and coordinate in the event of an actual 
emergency. 

 

Emergency Safety Interventions (ESI)  

ESI Board Policy 

Emergency Safety Interventions (ESI) refers to the use of seclusion or physical restraint. 
District personnel may use seclusion and/or physical restraint only when less restrictive 
alternatives were determined by a school employee to be inappropriate or ineffective, and when 
a student’s behavior presents an immediate danger to self or others. Violent actions that are 
destructive of property may necessitate the use of ESI. The use of ESI shall stop as soon as the 
immediate danger of physical harm ceases to exist.   

 

 

 

 
 
 

 ​  

 

 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OJJhHMWienIv_CSMOPU5Rh3i8Wdmn2mP/view?usp=sharing
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