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01.

TDA 
UPDATES 
& NEWS



Update TX -UNPS 
contact 

information

ÅTDA wants to contact YOU Ɖ but 
they need to know how

ÅDouble check your contact info in 
TX-UNPS > Applications 
>Application Packet > Contracting 
Entity Application
ïName
ïTitle
ïTelephone Number
ïEmail



Appeal Request

ÅDevelop a written process
ÅFollow steps in ARM Section 4, 

starting on page 68

https://squaremeals.org/Portals/8/files/ARM/ARM_Section4_Eligibility_250902.pdf?ver=46ytEUuWmbbH5z13xnbryQ%3d%3d


CATALOG BIDS

ÅMay only use as 1 quote in small 
purchase threshold

ÅCANNOT use for formal procurement

PROCUREMENT REMINDERS

SMALL PURCHASE 
THRESHOLD

ÅHas increased to $100,000
ÅUpdate your procurement procedures



MICRO PURCHASE THRESHOLD 
DUE OCTOBER 31 

ÅSelf-certification 
instructions and form 
on Squaremeals.org > 
National School Lunch 
Program



BUY AMERICAN

ÅAll CEs should implement a system to track 
non-domestic food items as a percentage of 
total food cost
ÅCount ALL food purchases in the 240
ÅExclude spices and USDA Foods
ÅFindings will be given if a process to track is not 

in place in SY25-26
o Next year, TDA will look at the cap

WAITING ON USDA CLARIFICATION: 
1. Costs of further processing

2. Flavored water and carbonated beverages



SY 25 -26 COMMON FINDINGS

ÅAR
o Food production record documentation: servings prepared, 

served and leftover
o Local wellness policy & triennial assessment: broken links
o Contract management and FSMC invoicing
o 21-day menu deviations and reimbursable meals

ÅPR
o Procurement procedures missing protest procedures and 

how contracts are awarded
o Micropurchases:
ÁEquitable distribution
ÁUsed for planned and repeated purchases

o Small purchases Ɖ lack of 2 or more quotes
o Formal purchases Ɖ using catalog bids



GOT SIGNAGE?

Å.Z É­ÄŻ³X Ӄ­­¦ «z Z­³
«XÇ 8E? °­´ºX³´ŵ T­«Żº
forget about TEAM 
NUTRITION

ÅOrder your materials 
here

https://pueblo.gpo.gov/TN/TNPubs.php?NavCode=XA&CatID=7


FARM FRESH CULINARY 
WORKSHOPS

ÅApply for weeklong workshops at 
Culinary Institute of America (CIA) 
campus in San Antonio
ÅDeadline: January 6, 2026
ÅWhen: Spring Break and Summer Break 

2026 and 2027
ÅOnly 30 spots available to learn culinary 

techniques for NSLP
ÅFunded by USDA grant

https://squaremeals.org/Programs/National-School-Lunch-Program/Farm-Fresh-Culinary
https://squaremeals.org/Programs/National-School-Lunch-Program/Farm-Fresh-Culinary


USDA FOODS UPDATES

ÅTurkey roasts (100125) were cancelled 
because of delayed shipping
ÅSome delivery periods for ground beef, 

beef patties, canned apple slices, frozen 
strawberry cups, and canned carrots have 
been pushed back
ÅCheck status in WBSCM > Requisition 

status report

ÅDOD Opt -in form for SY26-27 closes 
October 31

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ff8b0b2d3a8945db9af9abb6a3e1ff8a
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ff8b0b2d3a8945db9af9abb6a3e1ff8a
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ff8b0b2d3a8945db9af9abb6a3e1ff8a
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ff8b0b2d3a8945db9af9abb6a3e1ff8a


02.

spotlight

VERIFICATION



Oct 1

Oct 31

Oct 5

VERIFICATION 
TIMELINE

Count approved applications and 
select sample

Run DC and Direct Verification; if 
anyone on sample matches, verification 
is complete*

Count students Directly Certified

Count of enrolled students

Nov 1

Verification jotform opens

Nov 15

Verification process must be 
completed

VERIFICATION JOTFORM DUE NOVEMBER 21
READ MORE HERE

https://squaremeals.org/Portals/8/files/NSLP/Texas%20ELMS/SY26%20Verification%20Reminders.pdf?ver=GgS7Knse4sOj3vJCdMfWEw%3d%3d


Go to the jotform

https://www.jotform.com/252165741469160


Using the jotform

ÅPay attention to error messages and 
warnings
ÅBe sure to save Ɖ you can return to the 

form if needed
ÅCarefully review the form before 

submitting
ÅOnly submit 1 time
ÅIf you have an error after submitting and 

need to make a change, email 
DirectCertification@TexasAgriculture.gov
ïTDA will send an editing link

ÅYou must complete part of the form even 
if you are CEP or an RCCI Download the verification guide  for 

step-by-step instructions.

mailto:DirectCertification@TexasAgriculture.gov
https://squaremeals.org/Portals/8/files/NSLP/Texas%20ELMS/SY26%20VERIFICATION%20REPORTING%20TIPS.v2.pdf?ver=Bf-YTdKgrgur9sglLjelKA%3d%3d


Common errors

ÅSECTIONS 1 & 2
ïMixing up schools and students



Common errors

ÅSECTION 2
ïIf you are CEP districtwide, total enrollment 

in Section 2 must match total enrollment in 
Section 1



Common errors

ÅSUPPLEMENTARY SECTION 2
ïYou will ONLY see this if you say you 

participate in CEP
ï ӃӃ Z XӃT´ ªÄ´º |JÆX J ÆJӃÄXŵ XÆX«  Z  ºŻ´ Ǎ
ïTotal of all fields must NOT be greater than
ÅTotal number of students reported in Section 1
ÅTotal number of CEP students reported in Section 

2



Common errors

ÅSECTION 3
ïOnly check box 3-1 if
ÅAll sites are CEP
ÅAll sites are RCCIs (without day school)

ïDo NOT include Medicaid Reduced in 
question regarding students DC via means 
OTHER THAN SNAP



Common errors

ÅSUPPLEMENTARY SECTION 3
ïOnly report DC for schools NOT operating 

CEP
ï(ÆX³É Z XӃT ªÄ´º |JÆX J ÆJӃÄXŵ XÆX«  Z  ºŻ´ Ǎ
ïThe total must not be greater than the 

number of students reported in Section 1
ïThe sum in this section must equal the 

number reported in Section 3 minus 
Medicaid Reduced



Common errors

ÅSECTION 4
ï&­«Żº ª È Ä° J°°Ӄ NJº ­«´ J«T ´ºÄTX«º´
ïReport each student approved as free or 

reduced ONLY ONCE
ïTotal number of students reported in 

sections 2, 3, and 4 should not be more than 
total number of students reported in Section 
1



Common errors

ÅSECTION 5
ïIncorrect sample size
ÅRound up

ïTotal number of applications reported in 
results should equal total number of 
applications reported in the sample size + 
any verification for cause applications
ïOnly report in Direct Verification if you did 

direct verification
ÅTotal in all fields must not be greater than total 

number of applications reported as direct verified
ÅPut a number in each field



03.

Deadlines & 
reminders



MONTH OVERVIEW

NOVEMBER
ÅVerification Ends

JANUARY
ÅSummer Mandate
ÅFDP Allocations Begin

FEBRUARY
ÅOn-Site Monitoring

MARCH
ÅCEP Report
ÅFinancial Report



MONTH OVERVIEW

JUNE
ÅNSLP Application Packet
ÅHealth Inspections



0\Wđq <\g=2qĤ

OCTOBER
31 Attachment B Uploads deadline
31 Official count of students for 
verification
31 DoD Opt -in due
31 Micro -Purchase Threshold form

NOVEMBER
15 Verification Ends
21 Verification Report Due

Reminder: If you are rebidding an FSMC contract, get your documents to your ESC 
specialist no later than November 17 for review

FSMC renewals are due to your ESC specialist by Feb. 2
Find materials here

https://squaremeals.org/Programs/National-School-Lunch-Program/Food-Service-Management-Companies


04.

Esc 
region 11 
updates



here

Register for classes here.

MEAL PATTERNS

DATE

OCTOBER 30

TIME

8:30 AM  Ɖ 3:30 PM

DESCRIPTION

Brush up on the meal patterns 
for all SN programs.

AUDIENCE
CN Directors, SFA administrative 
team, Menu Planners, Dietitians

https://registration.esc11.net/catalog/all/audience/12


here

Register for classes here.

Menu planning

DATE

OCTOBER 31

TIME

8:30 AM  Ɖ 11:30 AM

DESCRIPTION

Understand practices to 
develop a compliant menu and 
increase participation.

AUDIENCE
CN Directors, SFA administrative 
team, Menu Planners, Dietitians

https://registration.esc11.net/catalog/all/audience/12


here

Register for classes here.

Introduction to 
school nutrition 

leadership: session 1

DATE

NOVEMBER 3

TIME

8:30 AM  Ɖ 3:30 PM

DESCRIPTION

Join us for an 8-part series for 
the aspiring or new CN 
director. This first class will 
cover the role of the director 
and HR.

AUDIENCE

District CN Directors

https://registration.esc11.net/catalog/all/audience/12


here

Register for classes here.

Virtual: 
administrative and 
procurement review 

process

DATE

NOVEMBER 11

TIME

8:30 AM  Ɖ 3:30 PM

DESCRIPTION

If you missed our earlier 
AR/PR class, this is your 
chance to catch it online. 
Learn the whole process.

AUDIENCE

District CN Directors, SFA 
administrative team

https://registration.esc11.net/catalog/all/audience/12


BROCK isd

ÅTested new French bread 
pizza varieties 
ÅStudents cast votes



MANSFIELD isd

ÅReached 1 million meals 
served!



DENTON isd

ÅDid some creative outreach 
for the School Breakfast 
Program



WHITE SETTLEMENT 
isd

ÅServed Taste the World 
theme lunches for NSLW
ÅWednesday featured 

chicken empanadas from 
Spain
ÅThe staff put out suitcases 

to decorate and handed out 
passport coloring sheets


