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September 2025
Back to School!

We've had a wonderful start to the 2025-2026 school year.
There is nothing more amazing than hallways and
classrooms filled with smiles, laughter, and learning!

We are grateful to each and every one of our families for the
partnership over the past few weeks.

Each month we will send home this Witty Wildcat highlighting
all the amazing things happening across our schools each
and every day. Enjoy!

The Back to School Bash was a HUGE success! Hundreds of families gathered

outside at the playground to enjoy one another's company and some sweet ice

cream treats. It was the best turnout we have ever experienced and hope to see gt
the event con
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DATES TOREMEMBER

9/22 - No school, teacher PD

9/30 - Ecology Explorers (grades 2 & 5)
10/4 - Color Run held at McAlister
10/7 - Picture Day at Spaulding

10/9 - Picture Day at McAlister

10/10 - Early Release, teacher PD
10/13 - No School




Have your heard about our amazing....

The Suffield Elementary PTO organizes fundraisers each year to
support the many events and enrichments that we sponsor for all
students and staff grades PK - 5. These include things like
Veterans Day celebrations, Kindness Carts for Teacher
Appreciation, snacks for staff during conferences, end of year
teacher luncheon, stocking the school's food pantry, Field Day
materials, in-school enrichments, and much more. We couldn't do it
without your help fundraising throughout the school year!

TRADITIONS

PreK & K: October 19th, 2-4 pm; Suffield Gym
Grade 1: January 25th, 5-7 pm; Spare Time
Grade 2: November 9th: 10-11:30; FunZ
Grade 3: November 16th, 10:30-12:30; Ron A Roll
Grade 4: November 29th, 6 pm; Thunderbirds
Grade 5: May 2026, Date TBD; Sonny’s Place

Interested in learning more about
the PTO? Contact Anna-Kristin
or
Nicole Thorogood

Reminder: MeadowFarms Fundraiser runs
through 10/17; shopping for all your holiday
goodies, while supporting the PTO! FREE
SHIPPING IF ORDERS PLACED 9/20 &9/21!

Alternative to fundraisers: Many parents have asked for an
alternative to the typical fundraising. You may choose to do
a direct tax-deductible donation to the PTO. Whether you
choose to make a direction donation or to continue to
participate in the school fundraisers (or both!), your support
is greatly appreciated. Please send a check, payable to
Suffield Elementary PTO in an envelope marked “PTO " GrouplIDAl! .oﬂ,.,,ﬂ
Fundraising Alternative” or Submit Venmo @SuffieldPTO. End|Date:10/17

o We are proud to announce that our Integrated
Exciting Preschool Program has officially earned
Preschool News! accreditation from the National Association for
the Education of Young Children (NAEYC)—the
gold standard for early childhood education
programs nationwide.
This prestigious recognition means our program
meets rigorous standards in areas such as
curriculum, teaching practices, health and safety,
family partnerships, and staff qualifications.
NAEYC Accreditation assures families that their
children are in a nurturing, high-quality learning
SUffleId Boa rd Of Educatlon environment that supports their growth and
development during these critical early years.
Thank you for your partnership and trusting us
with your child’s early education!



mailto:akandshawn@gmail.com
mailto:thorogoodn@yahoo.com

News from Preschool

In Preschool, we've been having lots of fun
exploring! We have been getting to know our
spaces and each other while practicing
following directions and learning how to safely
use the materials at school. We enjoyed
meeting so many families at Open House and
we are looking forward to working with you

and your children this year!

Spotlight on Physical Education

Welcome Back, Spaulding Families!

We're off to a fantastic start to another exciting school year! With
classroom and playground expectations in place, we've jumped right into
the fun. Thanks to the beautiful weather, students have already enjoyed
outdoor activities like a quick 9 holes of frisbee and soccer golf. We also
added a fun twist to a classic gamewith Capture the Animals — our own

version of Capture the Flag!

In the gym, students have begun earning stars and stickers for showing
respect, kindness, and responsibility. Each class, 2—3 students are
recognized and their stars proudly displayed in the hallway outside the
gym. There will be plenty of chances to earn stars all year long!

Coming up, we'll be practicing our fitness skills with activities like the PACER (running), push-
ups, curl-ups, and the sit-and-reach. While official scores aren’t submitted to the state until 4th
grade, it's never too early to start learning and improving these important fitness elements.
Looking ahead, we'll be diving into parachute games and soccer skills — it's shaping up to be
an amazing year. Let the fun and learning continue! ~ Mr. Bourgoin
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In Unit 1, our kindergarteners have been learning to draw
simple shapes like lines and circles. These are the building
blocks for writing letters! As they practice, they're also
working on holding their pencils the right way (we call it
the "tripod grip"). All of this helps get their hands ready for
writing letters in Unit 3!

Coming up in Unit 2, we'll continue working on even more
lines and shapes—like curves, diagonals, and patterns.
These new strokes will give students more control and
confidence as we build toward writing real letters.

How you can help at home:
Give your child crayons or pencils to draw shapes,
lines, and patterns.
Practice tracing curves, zigzags, and diagonal lines.
Encourage your child to hold their writing tool with
their thumb, index, and middle finger (the tripod grip).
Try fun activities like playing with playdough, stringing
beads, or using tweezers—these all build hand
strength!

Your support makes a big difference as your child

becomes a confident writer!

Ecology Explorers

Our 2nd graders are getting ready for an exciting day outside on September
30th as part of our 3rd annual Ecology Explorer Program! Students will spend
the day at the McLean Outdoor Education Preserve, just across from Suffield

High School, where they’'ll take part in hands-on learning. Activities will
include topics like wilderness survival, exploring vernal pools, learning about
reptiles and amphibians, discovering fungi and forest life, bird watching,
insect investigation, and practicing mindfulness in nature.

This unique program gives students a chance to explore the outdoors and
learn from expert naturalists.

We're looking forward to a fun-filled day of nature, discovery, and adventure,

which will be highlighted further in our October Witty Wildcat!
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Mathematics at Spaulding!

Your child’s classroom will use Bridges
in Mathematics third edition, a
comprehensive curriculum for grades
K-5. Bridges is a rigorous program
designed to address the new math
standards in a way that’s enjoyable
and accessible to all learners. The
curriculum focuses on developing in
students a deep understanding of
math concepts, proficiency with key
skills, and the ability to solve new and
complex problems. Learning activities
tap into the intelligence and strengths
all students have by presenting
mathematically powerful material
alive with language, pictures, and
movement. Students in a Bridges
classroom talk about math, describe i =
observations, explain methods, and &%
ask questions. They are encouraged L,’f"
to find multiple ways to solve \
problems and show different ways of
thinking. This is a vital way to help
students build more flexible and
efficient ways to solve increasingly
complex problems. Hands-on
activities engage them in exploring,
developing, testing, discussing, and
applying mathematical concepts.

~Math Learning Center

Click below for the grade level

Bridges welcome letters:
indergarten Unit 1IFamil
. rade 1Unit 1Family Letter
Grade 2 Unit 1Family Letter


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tGsiVzT0BsG2aYFXPEV3TNAOv7CQtrvb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14vF-U6r_iJSagYcK-biHBX4GADdXB5F0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1byo7XDklc193VdbHmCaCAFGkHS0tkysC/view?usp=sharing
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Assembly

McAlister hosted it’s first Assembly of the school
year. The theme of the event was centered around
our Kindness Matters district initiative. Students
learned ways they could be kind and helpful and
promote a kind school environment. Students
learned a line dance and song around this theme.

We will continue to host Assemblies throughout the
year to feature/highlight our CARES competencies
and expectations. We are excited for our students

to learn about our CARES tenants and showcase
the ways in which they demonstrate them daily:
C - Cooperation
A - Assertiveness
R - Responsibility
E - Empathy
S - Self Control

Kindess Rocks

If you have not heard already, Kindness Rocks at
McAlister School. To prove it, there is a
Kindness rock garden snake in our playground.

Please stop by and take a look at the rock
garden. Your child(ren) would love to show off
their hand painted rock.
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Our visiting Reading Dogs have been
frequent visitors at McAlister over the last
few years. All students who would like to
participate will have an opportunity if they

return the permission slips.

Friendly Reminders

-
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A few friendly reminders to help keep everyone safe:

+ We have a “give some, get some” food pantry in
the main office. Snacks and drinks are available
to our students when needed. Donations are
always welcomed and accepted.
Hats and hoods are not permitted during the
school day. Students are permitted to wear them
outdoors at recess but not in the building.
We do not allow food items to be sent in for
birthday celebrations.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSczu3_nUUeg5KPd6qrcXIQMFm70Lm6Wfw-nn7Tbsj4yeiUdfA/viewform

eMcAlister Intermediate
® School, continued

We are excited to share some wonderful upgrades to
Playground =

our playground that will make recess and outdoor
U p d a t e S learning even more fun and engaging! During the
summer and the last few weeks, our playground has
been transformed with beautiful new landscaping that
creates inviting spaces for students to play and
explore. A highlight of these updates is our Kindness
Snake Rock Garden, where each painted rock
represents a kind act or encouraging word from our
McAlister community. Students now have access to
new games and activities designed to inspire creativity,
teamwork, and active play. And there’'s more to come —
a brand-new pavilion will be added soon, providing a
shaded area for outdoor learning, events, and a
comfortable spot to gather. These improvements
wouldn’t be possible without the support of our
families and community, and we can't wait to see our
students enjoy these exciting new additions!

Upcoming Ecology
Explorers

Our 5th graders are gearing up for an exciting outdoor
adventure on September 30th at our 3rd annual Ecology
Explorer Program! Students will visit the McLean Outdoor

Education Preserve, located across from Suffield High
School, to explore nature through hands-on experiences
at seven engaging stations, including wilderness survival,
vernal pool critters, herpetology, fungi and forests, birding,

insect life, and forest mindfulness. This program gives

students the opportunity to connect with the local
environment while learning from visiting naturalists.
Families are encouraged to have students dress for
outdoor exploration with waterproof footwear and to
apply sunscreen and bug spray before school. Please
also remember to check your child for ticks after the
event. We can't wait for a day of learning, exploration, and
adventure in the great outdoors!
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