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Planning:

4 Year College  
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Application 
Timeline

• Working through college applications

• Creating a plan to pay for college

• Committing to a college and wrapping up your 
Senior year STRONG!

Fall of Sr year

College application 
deadlines from Sep.-Feb.

October 1st

FAFSA/WASFA 
applications are LIVE!

Early Spring of Sr year

Scholarships in full-swing

May 1st

College Commitment Day!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Reuhl: Overview of 4 year college application timeline. This plan has strict deadlines, which is why this is the first presentation, not because it is more valuable than another post-high school plan. 



Where do I even start?
• College Search

• Washington Guaranteed Admissions 
Program (WAGAP)

• Western Undergraduate Exchange 
(WUE)

• In-state vs Out-of-State

• Private vs Public

• Urban vs Rural

• Have the subjects/majors you are 
interested in?

Creating My College List
• Need housing? Close to Airport? Job 

opportunities?

• Does the campus have 
activities/clubs/sports that align with 
your interests?

• No more than 10, average being 8 
colleges

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Reuhl: Review how to search for colleges that meet each student's specific plan and needs. College list should not exceed 10 schools. College list should have school that have your major(s) of interest, align to your specific financial plan, and honor student interest and needs. Creating a college list based on where friends are attending or "just because I want to see if I can get in" is not a mature or well thought out plan. Rule of Thumb: 2 reach schools (will be harder to get into, but not too far outside the realm of possibility), 2 match schools (your profile matches the college's student profile requirements, very likely to be accepted), 2 safety schools (will absolutely be accepted and student meets and/or exceeds the college's acceptance requirements). 

https://www.collegedata.com/college-search
https://www.collegedata.com/college-search
https://councilofpresidents.org/_admissions/guaranteed-admissions-program-gap/
https://councilofpresidents.org/_admissions/guaranteed-admissions-program-gap/
https://councilofpresidents.org/_admissions/guaranteed-admissions-program-gap/
https://www.wiche.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/WUE-onesheet-2025.pdf
https://www.wiche.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/WUE-onesheet-2025.pdf
https://www.wiche.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/WUE-onesheet-2025.pdf


What do you need to successfully 
apply to college?

• Common App or college specific application?

• Unofficial transcript or official transcript

o Counselor to add to application at the end 
of  S1 and again at the end of  S2

o Viewing unofficial transcript in Skyward

• Current semester 1 schedule of  courses

o Counselor to add to application for S1 and 
S2 – schedule changes must be reported

• JHS School Profile
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• JHS Counselor information

o Counselor Recommendation (Sec School 
Report) vs Counselor Letter of  
Recommendation

• Letter of  Recommendation (LOR) - IF required

o Teacher LOR

o Counselor LOR (counselor specific request 
form under "Application Materials & Other 
Forms")

• Writing sample (personal statement and/or 
short answer

o College view on AI

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Reuhl: Address most common Sr application questions – unweighted GPA, no class rank, need to waive FERPA. Walk thru how to find unofficial transcript in Skyward. All information and links are available on the JHS Counseling website. LOR – Who to ask? How to ask? Allowing enough time and LOR etiquette. 

https://www.commonapp.org/apply/first-year-students
https://www.commonapp.org/apply/first-year-students
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=P2fUH5bfIUaGOKHYjEyF18eGGiIb7KdGg37DmUQXu1VURVpHMDBOSkIzQjhTMzhZNkNRTEpVTVVZVi4u&route=shorturl
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1758225646/lwsdorg/bovk5hpqawlbltwfyat8/2025-2026JHSProfile.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1758225646/lwsdorg/bovk5hpqawlbltwfyat8/2025-2026JHSProfile.pdf
https://jhs.lwsd.org/counseling
https://jhs.lwsd.org/counseling
https://lwsd-my.sharepoint.com/personal/chunsberger_lwsd_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fchunsberger%5Flwsd%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FCounsleing%20Folder%2FOther%2FTeacher%20Letter%20of%20Recommendation%20Questionnaire%20%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fchunsberger%5Flwsd%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FCounsleing%20Folder%2FOther&ga=1
https://lwsd-my.sharepoint.com/personal/chunsberger_lwsd_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fchunsberger%5Flwsd%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FCounsleing%20Folder%2FOther%2FTeacher%20Letter%20of%20Recommendation%20Questionnaire%20%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fchunsberger%5Flwsd%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FCounsleing%20Folder%2FOther&ga=1
https://jhs.lwsd.org/counseling/post-high-school-planning
https://jhs.lwsd.org/counseling/post-high-school-planning


Staying Organized

College
Private
/Public

Major?
Application 
Deadline

Application 
Platform

Materials 
Needed

LOR
Date 

Submitte
d

University of  
Washington -

Seattle
Public Yes November 

15
Common 

App

FAFSA, 
test 

optional
NA November 

10

Oregon State 
University Public No, but 

similar February 2
Common 

App or OSU 
App

FAFSA, 
test 

optional
Optional January 9

Seattle University Private Yes January 15 Common 
App

FAFSA, 
test 

optional

Teacher & 
counselor January 9
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Reuhl: Create a spreadsheet with "need-to-know" information that will help you keep track of which college you are considering and track your application progress. 



FAFSA
• Financial aid exclusively for 

WA State students to 
determine eligibility for 
grants, loans, and work-
study programs.

• Primarily for undocumented 
students or those who do 
not qualify for federal aid 
due to their immigration 
status

• Application opened on 
October 1st, 2025

• Not sure which application 
to complete? Use the 
WASFA Questionnaire

• Federal financial aid that 
determines eligibility for 
grants, loans and work-
study programs.

• Available to US citizens and 
eligible non-citizens who 
meet specific criteria and 
income thresholds.

• Application opened on 
October 1st, 2025

• Otterbot that provides 24/7 
FAFSA guidance for students 
and parents

WASFA

Paying for College

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://wsac.wa.gov/WASFAelig
https://wsac.wa.gov/otterbot
https://wsac.wa.gov/otterbot
https://wsac.wa.gov/wasfa#Privacy


Additional Aid: WA Student Achievement Council

• Grants: income-based aid; can be federal, state, and/or institutional (WA 
State Grants)

o College Bound Scholars - need-based WA College Grant; students 
qualified in 7th or 8th grade 

• Scholarships: merit-based & income-based from public, private and/or non-
profit sources (thewashboard.org)

• Work-study: income-based federal & private; part-time job on or off  
campus related to a student's field of  study (WA State work-study)

• Loans: income-based federal & private

o Subsidized loans – US Dept of  Ed pays the interest on these loans while 
students are enrolled in school at least part-time, during deferment 
and/or grace-period. These loans are based on financial need per 
information gathered on FAFSA application.

o Unsubsidized loans – Interest on loans will accrue as soon as funds are 
disbursed. These loans are not based on financial need and are 
available to a wide range of  students.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Reuhl: Review how to search for colleges that meet each student's specific plan and needs. College list should not exceed 10 schools. College list should have school that have your major(s) of interest, align to your specific financial plan, and honor student interest and needs. Creating a college list based on where friends are attending or "just because I want to see if I can get in" is not a mature or well thought out plan. Rule of Thumb: 2 reach schools (will be harder to get into, but not too far outside the realm of possibility), 2 match schools (your profile matches the college's student profile requirements, very likely to be accepted), 2 safety schools (will absolutely be accepted and student meets and/or exceeds the college's acceptance requirements). 

https://wsac.wa.gov/financial-aid
https://wsac.wa.gov/financial-aid
https://wsac.wa.gov/financial-aid
https://wsac.wa.gov/college-bound
https://wsac.wa.gov/college-bound
https://washboard.wsac.wa.gov/login.aspx
https://wsac.wa.gov/state-work-study
https://wsac.wa.gov/state-work-study
https://wsac.wa.gov/state-work-study
https://studentaid.gov/articles/subsidized-vs-unsubsidized-loans/
https://studentaid.gov/articles/subsidized-vs-unsubsidized-loans/
https://studentaid.gov/articles/subsidized-vs-unsubsidized-loans/
https://studentaid.gov/articles/subsidized-vs-unsubsidized-loans/


College Application Support at JHS
• Upcoming college visits at JHS - sign up for a 

college visit in the CCC before/after school or 
during lunch

• FAFSA/WASFA support and webinars
• College essay writing workshops within LWSD
• College application support from your JHS 

Counselor 
• Students needing support can self-seek by using the 

resources available from this presentation, the JHS 
website, their JHS counselor, the CCC and 
community resources

https://jhs.lwsd.org/college-and-career
https://wsac.wa.gov/financial-aid-events
https://wsac.wa.gov/financial-aid-events
https://wsac.wa.gov/wasfa#Privacy
https://www.lwsf.org/our-work/find-your-fit/#new_tab
https://www.lwsf.org/our-work/find-your-fit/#new_tab
https://jhs.lwsd.org/counseling
https://jhs.lwsd.org/college-and-career
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