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Greetings, parents and quardiang! iishard

to believe I am writing the November newsletter, but here

we are! We've had a marvelous two months of school! We are
working hard, having fun, and making every day count!

THANK YOU for your partnership. We value and appreciate

you more than you know, and we are stronger when we work to gether for your children,
our students.

Ahuge SHOUT OUT to the Roosevelt Staff! I have the honor to work with caring,

talented people each and every day. Roosevelt is an amazing place doing amazing things. 1
count my blessings each day to be a part of this team, Team Roosevelt!

Upcoming Events:

o Parent-Teacher Conferences on Thurs., Nov. 6th (3:30-7:30 pm) and
Tues., Nov. 11th (3:30-7:00). We have great things to share about how your children

are doing at school, and we WE L COME and want your feedback and questions.
« Veterans Day Lunch on Nov. 11th. A letter was backpacked home with

students, inviting veterans, friends, and relatives of students to come and enjoy

lunch on US! We want to THANK YOU for your service and our FREEOOMS,

Thank you for your partnership, we cannot do it without you. Thank you for entrusting us

with your children. We care about them and are working hard for their SUCCESS &
happiness here at school.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call me at 320-231-8474 or email me
at lockhartl@willmar.k12.mn.us - thank you

Lori Lockhart, Principal



Pre K:

As the weather starts getting colder, please remember to send warm coats, hats and mittens
every day. This is also an important time to be helping your children with the skills to be
independent — putting on their coat and zipping it by themselves. We continue to work on

writing their name, naming letters and numbers, and counting.

¥
Kindergarten: ﬂj

Happy Fall, Kindergarten! Big thank you to all families who helped make our Fall Festival
possible. We had such a fun October finishing up our Math Unit on numbers 1-10, continuing
to learn two new letter names and sounds a week, and practicing blending our new sounds to
make words! We will soon be wrapping up our Wit & Wisdom unit on The 5 Senses and
moving into Farms! Throughout this literacy unit we've also learned about the parts of a
book, authors and illustrators, adding details to our drawings, new vocabulary, and so much
more! In math we will move into 2D and 3D shapes and use those shapes to make patterns
throughout the month of November. You will also start noticing paper decodable books
coming home weekly for your child to read to YOU - how exciting! Please note that the new
concepts (letter sounds and heart words) are always noted on the front to keep you informed
on what we've been working on throughout the week. Thank you, as always, for your
partnership and we welcome any questions you have any time. We are thankful for you and

your sweet kindergartener! ‘ A
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1st Grade:

Hello Families! Thank you to everyone who helped make our Fall Festival a success! In the
month of November, we will continue learning about place value. We will also continue to
represent numbers (tally marks, base ten blocks, number sentences, etc.) up to 120. In our
reading curriculum, we will complete our module about how books change lives around the
world. We will also continue to work on writing in complete sentences, handwriting, and
writing the sounds we hear in words. Please be sure to keep an eye on the weather this
month, as we will be going outside for recess each day. It can be cold, muddy, or even snowy
in our Minnesota Novembers, so please be sure to send the appropriate outdoor gear. We

hope to see you at conferences this month!
2nd Grade: w

Hello!

Thank you so much for coming to conferences this fall. We enjoyed meeting with you to
discuss your child! The first couple of months have flown by! This month, we will be
practicing using place value to describe numbers from 10 to 1000. In literacy, we will be
identifying story elements: characters, setting, problem, events, and solution and writing
about the beginning, middle, and end of the story. Thank you for partnering with us in helping
your child learn and grow. As always please reach out with any questions or concerns that

you may have.
e Yol



3rd Grade:

November is here! Remember to change your clocks on November 2nd (Sunday) for daylight
savings to assure everyone makes it to school on time. A friendly reminder to dress your child
for the weather so they are comfortable playing during outdoor Recess and waiting for the
bus. In Art, your child will make self portraits and cave art. For Social Studies, students will be
studying Government Services. In Social and Emotional Learning, students will continue to
cover Anti-Bullying, as well as Emotion Management. Although the weather is changing, try
to find plenty of reasons for your student to get out explore!

4th Grade:

We’ve had a wonderful start to the school year in 4th grade!

We had our first STARS awards ceremony. Every month five students per class
can receive a STARS award. S-Successful Learner; T-Teamwork; A-Accepting;
R-Respectful; S-Safe

In math, we’ve been diving into multiplication and estimation. Students are learning different
strategies to solve problems.

In reading, we’ve been exploring The Circulatory Story and connecting it to our knowledge of
the heart. We're working on identifying literal and figurative meanings while discussing how
having a “great heart” can mean so much more than just the organ that keeps us alive!

As the weather gets colder, please remind your child to bring warm jackets, hats, and gloves
for recess. We love spending time outdoors, even on chilly days!

5th Grade:

Hi families! We are so thankful that the temperatures have cooled down and we aren't
sweating in the classroom anymore! We are continuing in reading to talk about the clash of
cultures between Nez Perce Native Americans, settlers and the U.S. army in our book Rolling
Thunder in the Mountains. In Math, we will be finishing up our division unit and moving on to
fraction fun! Thanksgiving is almost here!

EL:

Here are some ways to encourage learning at home with your child. Speak to your child in
your home language. Children are able to learn many languages at once. Share stories, songs,
games, and rhymes from your culture. Children love stories! Listen to your child read out
loud. Ask your child to read to you from a book, your mobile phone, or the labels on your
groceries. Encourage your child to write every day. Ask your child to help you write your
grocery list, list new words they learned at school, or write a note to a friend or relative.
These are all great ways to get your child speaking, listening, reading and writing!
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For STEM, 5th graders have been busy with the Earth's rotation and its
revolution around the sun. 4th grade has been learning about Magnetic

. ) a Force. 3rd grade is continuing with learning about Light. K-2 students are
AL studying Sunshine and Shade, Sound and Climate.

Music class is finishing our units on tempo and moving to music, and we are beginning to learn
how to use our singing voices and how to identify and use dynamics (volume) in music.

Kindergarten’s proficiency scale for quarter 2 focuses on singing with others, and being able to
tell the difference between singing, speaking, whispering, calling, thinking, and yelling voices.

1st Grade’s proficiency scale this quarter goes a step beyond Kinder and focuses on singing
with others and by myself.

2nd Grade students are working on performing with and for others using good posture, self-
control with volume, and expressive faces in quarter 2.

3rd Grade’s proficiency scale involves identifying different dynamics (forte-loud, and piano-
quiet) in music, and using them to tell the difference between different songs.

4th Grade is comparing and contrasting the dynamics (volumes) between different versions of
the same song for this quarter’s proficiency scale.

5th Grade is identifying the dynamics of different pieces of music and how the volume of the
song can convey the composer’s intention for the emotion of the music for their quarter 2

proficiency scale.

Upcoming Performances to add to your calendar! rﬂ.ﬁ

1st Grade Informances - Come see we music class is like!
*Fritz’s Class Informance is Thursday, February 5th, 2026 from 1:20-1:45pm
*Thorson’s Class Informance is Thursday, February 5th, 2026 from 1:45-2:10pm
*Bosch’s Class Informance is Friday, February 6th, 2026 from 1:20-1:45pm
*ledema’s Class Informance is Friday, February 6th, 2026 from 1:45-2:10pm

4th-5th Grade Songfest - Thursday, March 5th, 2026, 10:00am

2nd-3rd Grade Songfest - Thursday, April 30th, 2026, 10:00am




PE:

Now that the weather is changing, Please make sure your student has gym-appropriate shoes
each day for physical education. Sandals, flip flops, clogs, crocs, boots or shoes with heels are
potentially dangerous during activity.

Tying shoes is a physical education activity that helps develop fine motor skills, hand-eye
coordination, and dexterity. It's also an important life skill that teaches patience, attention to
detail, and the value of repetition.

Here are some tips for teaching kids how to tie their shoes:

*Teach the steps: There are many different methods for tying shoes, but each
e 3 ’ one requires a specific order of steps.

~ *Be patient: It takes time and practice to learn how to tie shoes.

*Celebrate success: Let students see themselves succeed.

Use a video: A short video can help model the steps for tying shoes.
https://youtu.be/jKIB5UCrUrU

Tying shoes is a complex task that involves many different skills, including:
finger isolation, bilateral coordination, attention, visual perception, working memory, visual
motor integration, and emotional regulation.

https://www.thepespecialist.com/teaching-kids-how-to-tie-their-shoes-virtual-pe-
assignment/

We are finishing up our cooperative games, throwing and kicking units and will be starting
volleyball, basketball and tumbling units the first weeks in November.
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This past month in the Second Step all classroom lessons were on Bullying. The students learned about

recognizing, reporting and refusing bullying in addition to the power of a bystander.

What Qualifies as Bully Behavior?

QUALIFIERS CONFLICT RUDE MEAN BULLYING
Frequency Occasional Occasional Oance or Twice Is REPEATED
Who is hurt? All parties are upset Can cause hurt feelings: | Can hurt Others deeply | The target of the bullying
upset 15 upset
Cause All parties want to work | Based on Based in anger: The bully s trying to gain
things out thoughtlessness, poor Impulsive cruelty control over the target
manners of NArCissism
Taking All parties will accept Rude Person accepts Behavior often The bully blames the
Responsibility respoasibility responsibility regretted target
Who wants An Effort is made by all The Target wants to stop
Resolution parties to solve the the bully’s behavior, the
problem buily does not
Resolution Can be resolved through | Social skill building Needs to be CANNOT be resolved
mediation could be of benefit addressed/should NOT | through mediation
be 1gnored

Cheryl Bosch, School Social Worker (3rd-5th Grade) ext 7573 boschc@willmar.k12.mn.us

Katie Sordahl, School Counselor (PreK-2nd Grade) ext 7628 sordahlk@willmar.k1 2mn.us|




