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STUDENT GUIDE & APPLICATION 
 

 

 
Welcome to the New York State Seal of Biliteracy program. Please read through the entire packet and complete the 

required tasks.  A signed copy of the student registration page (page #2) must be submitted to the World Languages 

office or your World Language teacher by the assigned due date. 

ABOUT SEAL OF BILITERACY 
The New York State Seal of Biliteracy recognizes high school graduates who demonstrate proficiency in English 
and one or more additional languages. It celebrates bilingualism through a culminating project, where students 
apply their language skills in a real-world context, showcasing their ability to communicate effectively across 
cultures. This recognition not only highlights students’ linguistic abilities but also gives them a competitive edge 
in academic and professional settings. 
 

OVERVIEW OF PROCESS 
●​ The students will present in the Modern Languages category (Category 1-2). 

●​ Students pursuing the NYS Seal of Biliteracy in Category 1-2 must demonstrate Intermediate High 

proficiency in the language. 

●​ Prior to this presentation, students will meet with their mentors to complete the following components: 

○​ Choice of AP theme and topic for their research 

○​ Selection of two sources (in the target language and for the target culture) to use to support their research 

○​ Interpretive Element (one per source): 
■​ Summary of source  
■​ Explanation of author’s point of view 
■​ Explanation of how the source relates to the theme and why this matters 
■​ Describe the ways in which you agree and/or disagree with the author.  

○​ Creation of presentation 

●​ Culminating projects are presented by students in the language being assessed to a panel of qualified reviewers. 

After the presentation, the panel conducts an interview with each of the students in the respective language. 

Projects are evaluated based on the rubric provided by NYS. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1clmzkawfXHvY43-dEE8qJyLWrWOqcB83/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1clmzkawfXHvY43-dEE8qJyLWrWOqcB83/view?usp=sharing
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STUDENT REGISTRATION PAGE 
 

 
 

To be completed and submitted to the World Language chairperson or World Language 

teacher prior to your research: 

Student Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

​ I have been approved as a candidate for the Seal of Biliteracy in English and  

 

_______________________________________________  

​ ​ List language(s) above 

 

​ I am aware that I will be paired with a mentor from the World Language Department.  This is an 

important step in the process of earning the NYSSB.  The mentor will be responsible for meeting 

with you a minimum of three times to discuss the progress of your research portion, to guide you 

through the process of creating your project, and to ensure that you are on track to meet the 

requirements of your portfolio.  It is your responsibility as the student to schedule these meetings 

with your mentor. 

​ I am working towards the Seal of Biliteracy in my current World Language class 

 

______________________________________, ____________________ 
                    Signature of student                                                  Date 
 
______________________________________, ____________________ 
                Signature of parent/guardian                                           Date 
 

 
​ ​          
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Keep track of important deadlines/dates here: Meetings (quarters 2-3) 3 meetings, 1 January, 
2 February (last meeting after February break)  

Date  Items 

TBD Google form submission - Identification of AP 
theme and topic 

TBD Google form submission - Identification and 
approval of two sources  

TBD Canvas Submission - Final approved version of 
source summaries 

TBD Canvas Submission - Presentation 

TBD Presentation of Research to Committee 

 
To be completed after your research and presentation are approved: 

​ I scheduled at least one meeting with a mentor to revise the final project and its components and 

rehearse the presentation. 

​ I signed up for a time and date for the project presentation. 

​ I confirmed the point requirements as listed on the CSH Seal of Biliteracy Framework  

(See page 5) 

​ I submitted all completed documentation to the World Languages Department: 

​All portfolio work via Canvas 

​Student framework with total points earned (Page 5) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Topics 
 
ENGLISH (if applicable) 

​Theme selected __________________________________________________________________ 

​Topic selected ___________________________________________________________________ 

World Language 

​Theme selected __________________________________________________________________ 

​Topic selected ____________________________________________________________________

​ ​ ​ ​       ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    
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Meetings Log 
 

 
Meeting Date & Time Meeting Topic Signatures 

Mentor Meeting #1 
*required* 

 

 

 

Mentor Meeting #2 
*required* 

   

Mentor Meeting #3 
*required* 

   

Additional Meeting 

 
 

 

Additional Meeting 

   

Additional Meeting 

   

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
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REQUIREMENTS 
 

Students wishing to receive the NYSSB must complete all requirements for graduating with the NYS Regents 
diploma.  In addition, they must earn three (3) points in BOTH the English and World Language areas listed below. 

 

Criteria for Demonstrating  
Proficiency in English 

Point 
Value 

Criteria for Demonstrating Proficiency in a 
World Language 

Point 
Value 

A.​ Score 80 or higher on the NYS Regents 
Examination in English Language Arts 

1 A.​ Complete a Checkpoint C-level World 
language course, with a grade of 85 or 
higher, or a comparable score using 
another scoring system set by the district 
and approved by the Commissioner, for 
both the coursework and final examination 
consistent with Checkpoint C standards. 

1 

B.​ Complete two ELA courses with an average 
of 85 or higher beginning in 11th grade 

1 B.​ Score at a proficiency level on an 
accredited Checkpoint C World Languages 
assessment. (For a language course not 
offered at CSH) 

1 

C.​ Achieve a 3 or higher on any of the 
examinations listed below: 

●​ AP English Language 
●​ AP English Literature 

1 C.​ Present a culminating project, scholarly 
essay, or portfolio that demonstrates 
intermediate-high proficiency in the target 
language to the Cold Spring Harbor High 
School NYSSB committee.  Portfolio 
requirements are described on pages 6-8. 

2 

D.​ Present a Culuminating Project that 
meets the criteria for speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing established by the 
district’s NYS Seal of Biliteracy 
Committee to a panel of reviewers with 
proficiency in English. 

Eligible courses include: English 10/10H, AP 
Seminar, Science Research 10, 11, 12, or AP 

Research  

1   

Total  Total  

 
*STUDENTS MUST EARN A NYS REGENTS DIPLOMA TO BE ABLE TO EARN THE NYSSB* 

NEED Three (3) points for English proficiency + Three (3) points for proficiency in a World Language 
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Keep track of your points and progress on this page. 

​ I have completed all of the requirements for a NYS Regents Diploma.  I have confirmed with my 

Guidance Counselor. 

1 - Criteria for Demonstrating 
Proficiency in English 

Point 
Value 

2 - Criteria for Demonstrating 
Proficiency in a World Language 

Point 
Value 

A.​ Scores: 

a.​ Regents score in ELA: 

_______  

​  

 A.​ Checkpoint C-level World 

Language course & Grade 

Course: ________________ 

Grade: _________________​

​  

 

B.​ 11th grade ELA Course final 

grade: _______  

12th grade ELA Course final 

grade: _______  

 B.​ Accredited Checkpoint C World 

Language Assessment (For a 

language course not offered at 

CSH): 

Assessment: _______________ 

Score: ____________________ 

 

C.​ AP English Language final grade: 

_______ : 

 

 

 C.​ Present a culminating project: 

Topic: 

__________________________

__________________________ 
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