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There is a significant drop in reading 
enjoyment as kids age (70% among 
6–8-year-olds vs. 46% among 
12–17-year-olds). 

Frequent Readers: reading books five 
or more days a week

46% of 6-8 year olds 

32% of 9–11-year-olds

21% of 12–14-year-olds

15% of 15–17-year-olds



How we define literacy impacts what we 
research, how we research, and the 

interpretation of the findings into  practice. 





AI Literacies
● consumers
● creators
● ethics

90% of college students surveyed have used AI 
academically

The percentage of high school students who report 
using GenAI tools for schoolwork increased from 79% 

to 84% between January and May 2025.



Retrieved 10/19/25



Cognitive 
View

Socio-Cultural 
View

Disciplinary 
View

Dispositions 
View

Current Views and How They Shape Our Understanding of Literacy



A Cognitive View of Reading

● Reading is a skill that is brain based

● Reading is developed the same for all people

● Reading is developed in a linear path

● “Typical” ways of reading are measured and valued

● Simple view of reading (decoding and oral language 

comprehension)



Active View of Reading (Duke & Cartwright, 2022)

https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/rrq.411


A Socio-Cultural View of Reading

Reading Identity Who I am and the communities I am a part of impact the meaning I 
make from the text. 

Purpose Why and what I am reading impacts how I read (recipe, comic, lab 
report, beach read, etc.)

Autonomy/Agency I can choose what I read and how I interact with a text. 

Mindset I see myself as a reader.

Transfer I bring and use my skills into my reading experiences. 

Connections I bring all my experiences and knowledge to a text.

Based on the work of Aukerman & Schuldt (2021)



Disciplinary Literacy

● Active participants in constructing knowledge with texts

● Reading, writing, and speaking skills are integrated into 

the content learning

● Do the work of the discipline

● Every discipline requires literacy skills

Rachael Gabriel





Different Disciplinary Questions, But All Require Literacy Skills
Math: How many leaves are on the tree? How long does it take each to fall?
Science: What chemical reactions are happening?
English: What metaphors might you use to describe this?
Social Studies: Where is this?  How do you know?
Physical Education: What kinds of movement does this inspire?
Music: What kind of melody is this?
Art: Why did the artist use slow motion? What effect did it have?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3SyDauihtU4


Performative Literacy: The Habits of Mind of Highly Literate Readers 

(Blau, 2003)

● Willingness to suspend closure—to entertain 

problems rather than avoid them.

● Tolerance for failure—a willingness to re-read 

and re-read again. 

● Tolerance for ambiguity, paradox, and 

uncertainty.

● A capacity to monitor and direct one’s own 

reading process: metacognitive awareness. 

Dispositions

Mindset



More than one thing can be true.



Focus on what matters most. 

Invest In People Over Programs



Invest In People Over Programs



“Using data from more than 500,000 studies, Professor John 
Hattie…found that the impact teachers have on student learning 
is greater than other factors that often dominate public debate, 
such as class size, technology, individualised instruction, 
streaming by ability and changing school calendars or 
timetables.” https://qbi.uq.edu.au/brain-basics/learning-why-good-teachers-matter 

Research suggests the biggest impact on student reading is the 
teacher, not the program (Bond and Dykstra, 967; Connor et al., 2013).

https://qbi.uq.edu.au/brain-basics/learning-why-good-teachers-matter


https://www.educationnext.org/in-schools-teacher-quality-matters-most-coleman/

“teacher quality is the most 
important schooling 
variable”





Reflect 

➔ What resonated with you most?

➔ What next steps or questions are you considering?

➔ How are you thinking about literacy right now?



I share my work and thinking here

Instagram: @gravitygoldberg 
https://substack.com/@drgravity1 

drgravitygoldberg.com 

https://substack.com/@drgravity1
http://drgravitygoldberg.com
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