
DEAN CLOSE
ST JOHN’S NEWS

Head’s Message

Time Flies When You’re Having Fun

It’s hard to believe we’re already at the half-term break; it feels like only yesterday we were welcoming
pupils back through the gates, fresh-faced and full of anticipation for the term ahead.

Speaking with my Heads of School this morning at drop-off, the topic turned to how quickly this half-term
has flown by. I initially thought it might be due, on my part, to a certain stage of life. However, the more
optimistic part of me was reminded of the old saying, “Time flies when you’re having fun”. This has
certainly rung true over the past few weeks. The term has been filled with exciting learning, creative
challenges, and plenty of laughter along the way.

From lively classroom projects to muddy wellies in Forest School, from music recitals to sporting triumphs,
our pupils have embraced every opportunity with energy and enthusiasm. Highlights have included our
boarding weekends, the buzz of the school singing during assemblies, and the ever-popular House events,
where teamwork and friendly rivalry bring the school community even closer together, living out our
values.

It has also been a joy to see children growing in confidence, whether performing in front of their peers,
trying something new, or simply showing kindness in everyday moments. These are the things that make
school life so rewarding and memorable.

Of course, the fun doesn’t happen by accident. A big thank you must go to our dedicated staff, who bring
learning to life every day, and to our families for their continued support.

As we pause for a well-deserved half-term break, we hope everyone finds time to rest, recharge, and reflect
on all that has been achieved so far. We look forward to an exciting second half of term, with plenty more
to explore, discover, and enjoy.

My challenge of the week is to celebrate every second and appreciate what we have done, what we have
been given, and what lies ahead.

After all, if we do this, time will continue to fly and we must be doing something right!

Best wishes,

Tom Rainer
Head

16TH OCTOBER 2025



News & Updates

Notice for Parents: Spy Dog / Spy Pups / Spy Cats Books

We would like to make parents aware of a recent issue involving the Spy Dog,
Spy Pups and Spy Cats children’s book series. It has been reported that a web
address printed at the back of some editions now links to inappropriate online
content.

The publisher, Puffin, has confirmed that it is taking the matter very seriously
and is working to have the website removed.

In the meantime, we advise parents to check any copies of these books at home
and remove them if the web address is present. Our school has reviewed its
library collection, and we can confirm that we do not hold any copies of these
titles.

Design a Christmas Card This Half-Term
   

We are delighted to announce that St John’s has been chosen to design the
Christmas cards for a local law firm.

The card should be Christmassy, A5 in size, and entries are due on the first
day back after half term. There are prizes for the top designs: £50 for 1st,
£25 for 2nd, and £15 for 3rd, in vouchers. The judging panel will include
our Head of Art and the Head of the Bristol office.

This is a fantastic opportunity for pupils to showcase their creativity and
contribute to the local community. We encourage everyone to take part —
perhaps even over half-term — to produce some high-quality entries!

Miss Amman has posted a slideshow in the pupils’ Google Classrooms,
providing guidance and helpful tips for them to work on over the half-term.

GymKids for Pre-Prep Children

There are still spaces available for the Gymnastics
Club run by Wye Gymnastics. Sessions take place
on Mondays - a great opportunity to build
confidence, strength, and have fun!

To book or for more information:
Kindergarten & Reception: email Mrs Bevan
Year 1 & 2: email Mrs Currey



Boarding News

Boarding Weekend 10  - 12  Octoberth th

Boarding Weekend was a real hit, full of lovely interactions and bundles of enthusiasm! On Friday, the
boarding house hosted a K-Pop Demon Hunters night, followed by a Year 4 Big Weekend.

For the Big Weekends, each year group votes for their activities — this time we enjoyed a Ninja Warriors
trip on Saturday and a visit to the Cardiff pool with slides on Sunday. Children also had a great time taking
part in activities in and around the boarding house.

If you are interested in any type of boarding — full-time, part-time, occasional, or weekend events — please contact Mrs Emily Richardson, Head of
Boarding, at richardsone@…
If your child has no boarding experience yet, Mrs Richardson can provide all the details, including a tour of the boarding house.
You can also view ouBoarding Life brochure here.

If you are interested in any type of boarding — full-time, part-time,
occasional, or weekend events — please contact Mrs Emily Richardson,
Head of Boarding, at richardsone@deanclosestjohns.org.uk

If your child has no boarding experience yet, Mrs Richardson can
provide all the details, including a tour of the boarding house.

You can also view our Boarding Life brochure here.

New to Boarding?

Upcoming Boarding Weekends

Michaelmas 2

SAT 15  NOVEMBER:TH

Year 5 Big Boarding
Weekend - Gaming

SUN 16  NOVEMBER:TH

Year 5 Big Boarding Weekend 
– Longleat Safari Park

SAT 6  DECEMBER:TH

Christmas Shopping
SUN 7  DECEMBER:TH

Ice Skating

https://url.librisunify.com/e4481aeddf8e40bca8b81eb54f8a5a43


U11 Rugby vs Hatherop Castle

It was a fantastic afternoon on Wednesday as the Year 6 boys travelled to Hatherop Castle School,
experiencing a beautiful historic setting while showcasing excellent rugby performances. The boys should
be immensely proud, demonstrating significant progress both individually and as part of the Foundation
teams.

Frank, playing in the A-Team, has been working tirelessly on his tackling - and it showed. His technical skill
and impactful tackles created turnovers that he converted into several tries, both for himself and the team.

Match reports

U8 and U9 Rugby vs Tockington 

On Monday afternoon, Year 3 and Year 4 took on Tockington at home on our
brilliantly maintained rugby field (thank you to our ground maintenance team!).
Both teams showed great enthusiasm and determination, with clear progress in
teamwork and ball-handling.

Year 4 are still working on tackling but demonstrated noticeable improvement
from last week’s match against Rougemont, scoring several well-earned tries. Year
3 impressed with their high-paced style, matching the energy of a lively
Tockington side and scoring plenty of tries. It was especially pleasing to see
individuals growing in confidence and involvement.

There is plenty of optimism as we look ahead to the second half of term. Well
done to all involved!

Meanwhile, Bertie and Idris played in a non-contact team, testing their
handling skills and spatial awareness. Both rose brilliantly to the
challenge, with intelligent play and teamwork earning them MVP
recognition from Mr Cracknell after scoring eight tries between them.

The boys displayed great enthusiasm, sportsmanship, and teamwork,
reflecting the positive mentality nurtured at school. We look forward to
more exciting opportunities next half term.

U13 Rugby vs Bromsgrove 

Against strong opposition, Dean Close started with intensity and impressive teamwork, moving the ball
confidently and scoring several well-constructed tries to lead at half-time.

Bromsgrove responded with a few opportunistic scores, but Dean Close maintained the momentum until
the second half, when fatigue allowed Bromsgrove to gain control and exploit space, ultimately turning
the game in their favour.

Despite the final result going to Bromsgrove, Dean Close can be proud of their performance. The team
displayed determination, cohesion, and a real sense of unity throughout, showing how effective team play
can be against strong opposition.

A special shoutout to Ollie for an excellent performance and leading the team by example.



U11A Hockey Match Report – Assisted by Morgan S

On Wednesday, our U11s faced Cheltenham College in what turned out to be
a fantastic display of teamwork and determination. From the very first whistle,
the girls showed real intent, starting the game with two quick and confident
goals from Eliza, setting the tone for a strong performance.

After the break, the team focused on improving their passing and crossing,
and the progress was clear to see. A special mention goes to Bea, who not only
provided a brilliant assist but also made a vital goal-line save to keep us ahead.
Lily impressed with a superb finish, showing great composure in front of goal.

U9 Hockey vs Christ College 

On Monday, our two U9 teams played Christ College, Brecon, winning both
matches 6-1 and 5-0 in exciting, energetic games. It was fantastic to see the players
putting their passing skills into action and making some brilliant goal-line saves.

A special congratulations to Orla and Elsie, voted Players of the Match by the
opposition. Well done to both teams!

Lydia has worked incredibly hard all term, and her strong tackles and determination were key to our
success. Fern also made some strong saves and kicks, breaking down Cheltenham’s attacks with
confidence. Up front, Chloe showed relentless energy and effort, working tirelessly to press the opposition
and getting impressively low in her tackles. At the back, Alice was rock solid in defence, showing great
improvement in her ball pace and decision-making.

Overall, it was a brilliant team effort — every player contributed and should be proud of their performance.
Well done to all the team for their super work.

U11B Hockey

On Wednesday, the U11B team faced Cheltenham College in a closely contested match that ended in a 2–
0 defeat. Despite the scoreline, it was a fantastic performance from the whole team, who showed real
determination and teamwork throughout.

The team made some super tackles and worked incredibly hard from start to finish. India was excellent in
defence, making some key outletting passes to move the ball out of danger, while Peyton worked tirelessly
to clear the ball and support the team in transition.

Although the result didn’t go our way, every player should be very proud of their effort, attitude, and
teamwork. It was a super team performance that showed real progress and spirit — well done! 

U13 Hockey

Our Under-13 hockey team put on a fantastic display of skill and teamwork
this week, securing a 4–0 victory over Cheltenham College. From the first
whistle, the team impressed with excellent ball movement and intelligent
transferring, creating space and opportunities across the pitch.

Their off-the-ball movement and communication were outstanding, allowing
them to control the game and deliver some superb goals. It was a brilliant all-
round team performance that reflects the hard work and progress the players
have been making in training.

Well done to all involved — an exciting result and a great step forward for the
season!



Help Create a Magical Pre-Prep Library

FOSJ has been working hard behind the scenes to create a
magical new library space in Pre-Prep – a place designed to spark
imagination, encourage a love of reading, and inspire wonderful
storytelling moments for our children.

To help bring this special space to life, we would be grateful for
donations of:

Tonies Box and Tonies story figures
Woodland-themed décor (flowers, vines, cushions – to create
a cosy, storybook atmosphere)
Paper lanterns (for a soft, magical glow)

We also welcome any other items that could help make the space
even more inviting and enchanting for the children. Every
contribution, big or small, will help us create a library that
children can enjoy for years to come.

If you have items to donate, please add a message to the Pre-Prep
Library Chat on the WhatsApp community page.

Donations should be made by Thursday 16th October
in the box located at the entrance of Pre-Prep. 

Thank you so much for your support!

FOSJ Quiz Night - Thank You!

A huge thank you to everyone who came along to support the FOSJ
Quiz Night - and congratulations to the winning team! 

We’re thrilled to share that we raised over £750 to put towards
the Pre-Prep and Prep Libraries – a fantastic result! 

With over 60 people attending, the night was a real success thanks to
your support. 

A few special thank yous:
Chef Steve for the incredible food and June Ruddy for staying late to
serve and clean up.
Mr Rainer, Lisa Duncan, and Meg Duncan for all their help with
setting up.
Marjha and Nick for running the bar and helping with serving
throughout the night.
And to everyone who helped behind the scenes to make the event
run smoothly – your support is greatly appreciated.

Thank you all for coming, supporting, and making the evening such a
wonderful event. We hope to see even more of you next year for an
even bigger and better quiz night!

Friends of St John’s News



Christmas Wreath Making - You are invited!

The Friends of St John’s warmly invite you to our Annual Wreath
Making Evening – a festive favourite to start the season in style.

Date: Thursday 27th November
Time: 6.30pm
Location: Pre-Prep Hall, St John’s

Tickets are £22.50 per person and include everything you need to
create your own beautiful Christmas wreath. All materials and fresh
foliage will be provided – just bring a pair of secateurs.
Complimentary mulled wine and Prosecco will be served during the
evening.

Last year’s event sold out in less than 24 hours, so spaces are limited.
Be sure to book your ticket soon for an evening of festive fun,
creativity, and laughter!

Buy your tickets here:
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/friendsofdeanclosestjohns/1838
404

Upcoming Shows at 
Dean Close Bacon Theatre in Cheltenham

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/friendsofdeanclosestjohns/1838404
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/friendsofdeanclosestjohns/1838404


Half-Term
Holiday Clubs 

Community & Sport

It’s not too late to book some fun and engaging activities for the children this half-term! The
Holiday Clubs in Chepstow and Cheltenham are designed to entertain, educate, and inspire.

Camps in 
Chepstow

Camp in 
Cheltenham

We are pleased to share the
posters from Gwent Hockey
Club.

The club welcomes both
boys and girls - if your child
is interested in joining,
please contact them at
gwenthockey@gmail.com.



Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Michaelmas Term 2025 on
the school website. 
To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the
announced calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026–27 have now been published on the
website: https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates 

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

School Calendar & Events

Date Event

Monday 3rd November
(Prep Week 2)

Second half of term begins

14:00 U8 & U9 Boys’ Rugby vs BGS (A)

14:15 U9 A & B Hockey vs Howell’s Cardiff (H)

Wednesday 5  Novemberth 14:00
U10 Boys’ Rugby Festival @ The Downs Wraxall

(Foundation fixtures)

14:00
U11 Boys’ Rugby Festival @ Beaudesert Park

(Foundation fixtures)

14:00
U12 Boys’ Rugby Festival @ Cheltenham College

(Foundation fixtures)

14:00
U13 Boys’ Severnside Rugby 7s Festival @ DCPS

(Foundation fixtures)

14:00 U11 A & B Hockey vs Llandaff (A)

14:30 U13 Hockey vs Dean Close (A)

Thursday 6  Novemberth Whole School Flu Vaccinations

Saturday 8  th 09:00
U10, U11, U12 & U13 Boys’ Rugby vs Cheltenham

College (Mixed Venues)

09:00
U10, U11, U12 & U13 Hockey vs The Downs

Wraxall @ DCPS

EVENTS NEXT WEEK

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk


Wishing all our pupils, parents, and staff 
a relaxing and enjoyable half-term break!


