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Welcome Romulus Royals to the 2025-2026 School Year!
Dear Students and Families,

I am honored to welcome you to the 2025-2026 school year at Romulus. As
Principal, I am thrilled to be part of this community where every student is
valued, every teacher is committed, and every parent is an essential partner in
the educational journey.

Romulus is the School with BIG ideas. Guided by our core beliefs, we are
committed to knowing, supporting, and empowering every student to succeed
in learning and in life. We honor the individuality of each student and inspire
our learners through a future-focused environment.

This handbook is designed to be a valuable resource for you, providing
essential information about our programs, policies, and procedures. It will
guide you through the opportunities and responsibilities that come with being a
part of our school community.

We believe that education is a collaborative effort between school and home.
Our dedicated staff is here to support your child’s academic and personal
growth, while we encourage you to actively participate in school activities and
communicate with us openly. Together, we can create a positive and enriching
experience for your child.

Thank you for entrusting us with your child’s education. Let’s work together to
make this school year a memorable and successful one.

#RoyalsRise

Mrs. Cristi Pesco
Principal Grades 6-12, Romulus Central School

(607) 869-5391 ext. 342
cpesco@romuluscsd.org



Mission
Romulus Central School District honors the individuality of each student, empowering
them to thrive in learning and in life through a future-focused environment.

Vision
Inspiring learners to positively impact our ever-changing world.

Romulus Central School District Core Values:

Safety: physical and emotional well-being is nurtured in a culture of respect and trust
Supportive Connections: positive relationships drive learning and unity
Accountability: maintaining responsibility for ourselves and others

Innovation: creative problem solving and lifelong learning

Personalized Opportunities: equitable, tailored learning experiences

General Information

The purpose of this handbook is to provide you with important information about the Romulus
Secondary School, our activities, our requirements, our expectations and our Core Values.

We ask both students and parents to read through this handbook thoroughly. It should acquaint
you with some of the best methods for taking full advantage of our varied programs of study
and extracurricular activities and broaden awareness of practices, policies, and procedures in
the Secondary School.

In an effort to keep current and to make our school a more successful educational institution,
changes are made each year. Whether you are a sixth grader or a senior, the information
contained within this guide is extremely important for you to know.

Questions or concerns regarding any of this information should be directed to the
administration or appropriate faculty. It is our hope that each of you will use the information in
this handbook to attain the school’s goal of growth for every student.



Academic Day and Bell Schedule

The official school day is 7:45am to 3:10 pm. Regular academic classes dismiss at 2:27pm.
Monday through Thursday from 2:30pm - 3:10pm, students are able to stay for specific
reasons, or may be required to stay for academic or disciplinary reasons.

Students without school commitments from 2:30pm-3:10 must leave the building and school
grounds at 2:27pm. A student should stay after 2:27pm for the following reasons:

Teacher scheduled classes or laboratories

Academic assistance

Academic make-up

Discipline

Supervised activities and clubs

A student must stay for the entire 2:30 - 3:10 time period with the teacher requesting the time
and should not leave the building or grounds. All 7-12 grade students waiting for a sports
activity to begin at 3:10 pm and who are not participating in a supervised activity from 2:30 -
3:10 must attend the supervised study hall in the cafeteria. Students are not to be in the locker
rooms, locker areas, halls, or any other place without a faculty supervisor present during this
time period.

Bell Schedule, grade 6-12

Students are scheduled for:
Eight 42-minute class period and one 30-minute lunch period with 3 minute passing times

Period 1 - 7:50-8:34
(2 additional minutes for announcements)

Period 2 - 8:37-9:19

Period 3 - 9:22-10:04

Period 4 - 10:07-10:49

Period 5 - 10:52-11:34 = | Lunch B - 11:37-12:07

ORrR

Lunch A - 10:52-11:22 =¥ | Period 6 - 11:25-12:07

Period 7 - 12:10-12:52

Period 8 - 12:55-1:37

Period 9 - 1:40-2:22

Afternoon announcements begin at 2:22, Reqular Dismissal 2:27
After School Help / Detention 2:30-3:10




Academic Eligibility

All students are encouraged to take part in all extracurricular and athletic activities. They are
also expected to study, complete assignments on time, and learn a great many things.
Individual coaches and advisors may set specific expectations for the students taking part in
extracurricular and athletic activities. These will be explained in and included with the training
rules and introductory materials provided to students and parents by the Athletic Department.

Teachers may require that students report for extra help from 2:30 pm to 3:10 pm each day.
The additional 40 minutes is part of the regular school day. Students who make the effort to get
additional instruction regularly will be more successful. Students who have athletic practices at
another site after school are still required to attend after school help if assigned by a teacher.
Coaches will not assign consequences to students who are late for practice due to attending
extra help at school.

Eligibility for Attendance at athletic games and/or extra-curricular activities

e Students who are suspended from school on a day of an athletic game or practice
session, party, school dance, or other school affair scheduled after regular school hours
are not eligible for participation or attendance at such events.

e Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes to be present for extracurricular
events that evening. This includes participants and spectators. If a student is tardy to
school for three days in a month they will not be allowed to participate in ANY
extra-curricular activity the day of their third tardy and any subsequent days that they
are tardy that month. This includes games, practices, dances, theatrical performances,
or other extra-curricular activities. This does not include band/chorus concerts as these

are a graded part of the curriculum. If a student is tardy to school two days inamonth .. =

they will not be allowed to participate in open gym for the rest of the quarter. A student
is considered tardy if they arrive to school late. The only exceptions to this will be a
doctor’s note, a funeral, or a previously cleared college visit/job shadow. The days
reset at the beginning of each month.

Eligibility for Participation

All students in grades 6-12 will receive progress reports at 5 weeks and 10 weeks. Teachers
will encourage students to log into their SchoolTool account to check their grades. Teachers
will communicate with students that if they are failing they will need to meet the obligations
set forth below. The office will mail home interim progress reports at the 5 week mark.

At the S-week interim:

The 5 week report will determine extracurricular eligibility. Students who are failing a subject
(64% or below) will be removed from an unstructured study hall and placed in a structured
study hall during the school day. They will also be required to stay after school. The number
of nights they need to stay after school is equal to the number of courses that they are failing.
This will occur Monday through Thursday. If a student doesn’t stay after school the required
nights, they will be given detention to be served in addition to their required nights the next
week. Administration may decide to have a student serve ISS, if no effort was made to stay
after school.




Students who are failing 2 or less subjects will be allowed to fully participate in after school
activities. A student who is failing a course will remain on the eligibility list and will need to
comply with all requirements of being on said list until their grades are brought up to passing.
Students who are failing 3 or more subjects (64% or below) will have to meet the same
criterion above, however, until their grades are brought up to passing. If a student who was
failing 3 or more subjects (64% or below) brings one of their subjects up to passing when a
new list is generated will be allowed to participate under the same conditions as those students
who were failing 2 or less subjects (64% or below). If a student who was failing 2 subjects or
Jess (64% or below) ends up failing a third subject when a new list is generated, they will
follow the same criterion above for students passing 2 or more subjects.

Students in 7th and 8th grade who are participating in a Modified, IV or Varsity level activity,
or who are taking high school level courses in middle school, will also be held to these
standards. 9th grade students who are playing on a modified team will be subjected to the
ineligibility policy.

Acceleration

Middle School Acceleration

The Superintendent/designee shall set standards and procedures to allow qualified students to
take high school courses in eighth grade. Courses in at least the following areas shall be made
available: Mathematics and Science.

Academic Labs

Each student in the Academic Lab must have something with which to occupy him or herself.

Academic Lab teachers may issue passes to the Main office, guidance office, and the library.

Academic Intervention Services(AIS)

Students in grades 9-12 will be eligible for AIS if they score below the approved passing grade
on any Regents examination required for graduation. Students in grades 7 and 8 may be
assigned AIS if they score a 1 or 2 in any New York State Assessment.

Academic Intervention Services means additional instruction and/or student support services
which supplements the instruction provided in the general curriculum and assists students in
meeting the State learning standards. Academic Intervention Services are intended to assist
students who are at risk of not achieving the State learning standards in English language arts,
mathematics, social studies and/or science, or who are at risk of not gaining the knowledge and
skills needed to meet or exceed designated performance levels on State assessments.
Academic Intervention Services shall be made available to students with disabilities on the
same basis as nondisabled students, provided, however, that such services shall be provided to
the extent consistent with the student’s individualized education program.



Accidents

Every accident in the school building, on the school grounds, at practice sessions, or at any
athletic event sponsored by the school must be reported immediately to the person in charge
and to the school office as quickly as possible.

Accidents that occur during the instructional day must be reported to the nurse.

Assemblies

Student assemblies are held throughout the school year. These assemblies are considered
educational in nature and thus fall under the same regulations as class attendance. Good
behavior will be maintained during the program. Good behavior means that each student
should enter the assembly area in an orderly manner, be attentive, refrain from cell phone use,
refrain from talking and disorderly conduct, and exit the assembly in an orderly manner.
Unless announced otherwise, classes are expected to sit together as a group in areas designated
by their classroom teacher.

Staving back from BOCES for an activity at Romulus:

Occasionally there are times when students who attend the Finger Lakes Technical and Career
Center may opt to remain at Romulus for a specific purpose. A student who wishes to remain
at Romulus for an assembly, pep rally, or for an academic need MUST bring written
permission from both their parent/guardian and their BOCES teacher. The student should bring
both written perm1ss10n slips to the 6-12 principal for approval at least one day prior to the day
requested to remain at RCS.

- Attendance (sec RCS Policy number 7110).

Determination of excused or unexcused absences tardmess and early departures 18 based upon
our District's education and community needs, values and priorities; the Romulus School
District has determined that absences, tardiness and early departures will be considered
excused or unexcused according to the following standards.

Students that are returning to school after being absent must bring a dated signed excuse. All
medical and dental notes should indicate the name and telephone number of the doctor, as well
as the time of the appointment.

Students must attend all scheduled classes to be present for extracurricular events that evening.
This includes participants and spectators. The exception to this requirement is evidence of a
scheduled appointment (medical doctor, dentist, therapist, etc.) during the school day. In this
case, students are expected to miss only the portion of the school day needed for the
appointment and travel time. Evidence of such an appointment may include a confirmation
form or a signed excuse from a parent or guardian. A student's attendance record is as
important as his/hers academic record. Excessive absences or repeated lateness may require a
parent conference. Lateness may result in detention for class time missed.

Although many students are excused around 2:25pm, the school day extends to approximately
3:10pm. Students requiring extra help or who have been assigned a detention by a teacher or
administrator must stay until 3:10.

At the secondary (6-12) level, District policy indicates that students with properly excused
absences, tardiness and early departures for which the student has performed any assigned
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make-up work, assignments and/or tests shall not be counted as an absence for the purpose of
determining the student's eligibility for course credit. District procedures will specify how
student tardiness and early departures will be calculated and factored into the District's
minimum attendance standard.

Exclusion from Physical Education will be at the discretion of the nurse and Physical
Education instructor and may be made upon the presentation of a dated excuse with an explicit
reason.

Permanent or long-term excuses from Physical Education classes must be signed by a doctor.

The use of good judgment in sending a child back to school following illness is of prime
importance. It is better for a child to stay home an extra day than return too soon afier a long
illness and become ill again or spread infection.

Making up work: All work missed because of absence must be completed to the satisfaction of
the teacher. It is the secondary school (6-12) student’s responsibility to find out what he/she
had missed during his/her absence and arrange with the teacher for the completion of this
work.

Truancy: Parents, having sent a child to school, expects him/her to be in attendance. If the
child does not attend school and does not have a lawful reason, that child is a truant,

A student’s attendance record is as important as his/her academic record. Excessive absences
or repeated lateness may require a parent conference.

Disciplinary Consequences regarding absences
Unexcused absences, tardiness and early departures may result in disciplinary sanctions as

described in the District’s Code of Conduct. Consequences may include, but are not limited to,

in-school suspension, out of school suspension, detention and denial of participation in
interscholastic and extracurricular activities. Parents/persons in parental relation will be
notified by designated District personnel at periodic intervais to discuss their child’s absences,
tardiness or early departures and the importance of class attendance and appropriate
interventions. Individual buildings/grade levels will address procedures to implement the
notification process to the parent/person in parental relation.

Student Attendance/Course Credit regarding absences
The District believes that classroom participation is related to and affects a student’s

performance and grasp of the subject matter and, as such, is properly reflected in a student’s
final grade. For purposes of this policy, classroom participation means that a student is in class
and prepared to work.

Consequently, for each marking period a certain percentage of a student’s final grade may be
based on classroom participation as well as the student’s performance on homework, tests,
papers, projects, etc. as determined by the building administrator and/or classroom teacher.
Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes. Consistent with the importance of
classroom participation, unexcused student absences, tardiness, and early departures may affect
a student’s grade.



Students with properly excused absences, tardiness and early departures for which the student
has performed any assigned make-up work, assignments, projects, and/or tests shall NOT be
counted as an absence for the purpose of determining the student’s eligibility for course
credit. All make-up work, assignments, projects, and/or tests must be completed by deadlines
established by the teacher and/or the principal in order to receive credit towards a passing
grade in the course. When a student earns a passing grade, credit will not be denied for the
course(s) due to attendance.

For courses meeting ¥ year or % year, the same policy will apply and a calculation of the
absences will be prorated accordingly.

Transfer students and student re-enrolling after having dropped out will be expected to attend a
prorated minimum number of the scheduled class meetings during their time of enrollment.
Students will be considered in attendance if the student is:
a) Physically present in the classroom or working under the direction of the classroom teacher
during the class scheduled meeting time; or
b) Working pursuant to an approved independent study program; or
c) Receiving approved alternative instruction.
Students who are absent from class due to their participation in a school sponsored activity are
to arrange with their teachers to make up any work missed in a timely manner as determined
by the student’s teacher. Attendance at school sponsored events where instruction is
substantially equivalent to the instruction which was missed shall be counted as the equivalent
of regular attendance in class.
Upon returning to school following a properly excused absence, tardiness or early departure, it
shall be the responsibility of the student to consult with his/her teacher(s) regarding

arrangements to make up missed work, assignments and/or tests in accordance with the time

schedule specified by teacher.
The following procedures will be in effect regarding poor school attendance.

1. If a student is absent or tardy 3 times in a quarter, a phone call will be made by the classroom
teacher.

2. If a student is absent or tardy 6 times, an official letter will be sent home notifying you of the
concern.

3. If a student is absent or tardy 9 times, a school official may visit your home and the school may
make a phone call to Child Protective Services for educational neglect.



Athletics - Games and Practice Notifications

Information about Athletics at Romulus can be found on our district website.
Students intending to participate in a sport will be required to read and sign the Athletic
Handbook and follow all rules found within the handbook.

To access Sports Schedules, go to http:/sectionvny.org

Notifications

Communication about practices will be provided directly from the coach via ParentSquare /
StudentSquare.

Questions or Concerns

Questions and concerns should be addressed directly with the coach first. If an answer is not
provided or the concern not addressed, contact the Athletic Director.

For assistance with programs, please contact Mr. Paul Mattey, Athletic Director

Automobiles

The use of motor-driven vehicles, including cars, snowmobiles, mini-bikes, motorcycles,
all-terrain vehicles (ATV’s), motorized scooters, and other such vehicles is prohibited on any
school grounds or areas except for authorized school functions or purposes.

Cars parked in handicapped or visitor parking, bus loops, or in positions where drives are
blocked may be towed at the owner’s expense.

Automobiles are not to be driven or occupied during school hours. Loitering and congregating
in cars, unsafe driving in the parking lot or inappropriate use of a car will not be tolerated.
Students who drive their cars to school are expected to arrive on time. Excessive
tardiness may result in the revocation of driving privileges.

Students parking in prohibited areas, operating vehicles in an unsafe manner, or failing to obey
parking and/or school regulations will be subject to disciplinary action, which may include the
loss of the privilege of driving on school property. Illegally parked vehicles will be towed at
the owner’s expense.

Bicycles
If you ride a bicycle to school, please park it, lock it, and leave it at the bike rack until the end
of the day.

Books

Books are issued to each student by coded number and it is the student’s responsibility to take
care of them. If books are lost or damaged, for any reason, the student is required to pay for
them.

Cafeteria
Choices of school breakfasts and lunches are offered daily.

All children receive breakfast and lunch free at Romulus. We offer parents/guardians the ability
to deposit money into the student’s account through the cafeteria if they wish to purchase
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additional lunch items. However, the system is quite flexible and students can still pay in cash.
When student accounts get low, students will be informed at the register of their balance.

nda nch Ti a -
Students will be scheduled for one lunch period during the day
->» Lunch A: 10:52-11:22
- Lunch B: 11:37-12:07

Cafeteria lines will move with order and efficiency if you are patient and polite in waiting your
turn. Consideration for others requires that you leave your table perfectly clean.

Care of School Property

All students are expected to show respect and care for Romulus School property. Any damaged
property should be reported to the building principal or other supervisor.

Acts of vandalism are crimes against the school district and community, which supports the
school. Students who willfully destroy, damage, or deface school property shall be subject to
disciplinary action, and may be prosecuted to the fullest extent possible under the law. If a
student damages school property, such student and his/her parents/guardian shall be required to
pay the district for the value of the damaged property up to the limit of the law.

Cell Phones / Internet Enabled Device Use
(For a complete copy of district policy, see RCS Policy number 7136).

As required by New York State law, the Romulus Central School District has adopted a new
policy, Romulus CSD Policy 7136, that prohibits student use of internet-enabled devices
Students may not use cell phones or any other devices capable of connecting to the internet,

such as smartphones, smartwatches, tablets, and personal laptops, on school grounds during the
instructional day, including lunch, recess, study hall, passing time, and senior lounge.

Device Storage Expectations

Qur first preference is that devices be left at home, as they are expensive and the District is not
responsible for any lost, stolen, or damaged items. We know this is not always possible,
Secondary students who must bring a phone may store it off and away in their backpack or
locker during the school day.

If this is not followed, students will be required to turn in their phone to the main office
lockbox either for the remainder of the day or each morning/every day.

(District-provided devices used for educational purposes are not included in this ban.)
This policy applies only during the instructional day, from 7:45 AM to 2:30 PM.

Students may have access to their personal internet-enabled devices before 7:45 AM and after
2:30 PM, such as before or after practices, club meetings, or while waiting for a ride.

Staying Connected During the School Day

We understand the importance of communication. If students cannot recall their
parent/guardian’s phone number, they are available on SchoolTool. Families may contact their
child in the following ways:
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Call the Main Office at ext. 415
Message your child’s teacher or another staff member via ParentSquare or email
Students in grades 11 and 12 can receive and send emails to and from outside senders,
including parents/guardians

e Students may request to use a classroom or office phone to call home if needed, by
dialing 5, followed by the area code and phone number.

e We are launching StudentSquare, which will allow coaches, advisors, and teachers to
send messages directly to students’ school email accounts, and parents will receive the
same message through ParentSquare.

Cheating and/or Plagiarism
The following procedures are to be used by all teachers when it is discovered that a student has
cheated on a test or assignment,

First offense
e The teacher will issue an appropriate consequence/remedy to the situation. The teacher
will communicate those consequences with the student’s parents/guardians.
e A referral form will be submitted to the office.

Second and subsequent offenses

e The student will be given a zero for the test or assignment and the student will re-do the
assignment. The teacher will send a letter home apprising the parent of the offense and
consequences.

¢ Suspension - on a graduating scale per offense.

College Credit

Dual Credit for College Courses

Students who wish to enroll in college level coursework shall meet all academic, grade level
and coursework requirements as set forth by administrative guidelines. Students who have
demonstrated intellectual and social maturity may choose to matriculate at any one (1) of the
colleges that have a cooperative agreement with our School District. Such opportunities may
include early admission to college, collegiate-level work offered in the high school, or other

means of providing advanced work. Review and approval by the administration are necessary
before any college courses may be taken during the school day.

The Board of Education shall not be required to pay tuition and other related costs for those
high school students enrolled in college courses.

Finger Lakes Community College has approved our faculty to teach the following college level
COUrses:

Spanish 200 3 credits
Spanish 201 3 credits
Psychology 3 credits
Sociology 3 credits
Biology 6 credits

US History 6 credits
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Economics 3 credits

Art History 6 credits

Studio Art 3 credits

Pre-Calculus 3 credits

Calculus 3 credits

English Composition I (101) 3 credits

English Composition IT (103) 3 credits
Communications

The Romulus Central School District provides communication to students and families using a
variety of platforms, including:

e Daily Announcements are delivered over the school’s Public Address system

e Building Updates are sent out by the Principal and/or their designee via
ParentSquare/StudentSquare

e District Web Site hosts information about the district, the schools, athletics, academics,
and a variety of resources which can be found at http://romuluscsd.org

e ParentSquare/StudentSquare will be used to relate information, updates, and important
and timely information. Student absences and school delays and closings will be sent to
families using this system.

e School Calendars are distributed each year and contain information on all school
related activities and events.

e District Newsletters are mailed three times each school year highlighting events,
accomplishments, and information pertaining to school operation.

Computer Use
(See RCS Policy number 7315).

Chromebooks are issued to each student by coded number and it is the student’s responsibility
to take care of them. If Chromebooks and/or charging cords are lost or damaged due to
negligence, the student is required to pay for them.

The Agreement for Student Use of District Computerized Information Resources is provided
and must be signed and returned to the High School Office by September 15, 2025 or the
student’s account may be inactivated.

mapproprlate use of a computer account is the responSIblhty of the student asmgned to that

account. If a student is found guilty of inappropriate use of the computer, privileges may be
suspended. The student’s signature on the agreement indicates that the student has read and
agrees to abide by the regulation.

Violation of Computer Use:
Inappropriate use of the computer in school may result in a suspension of computer privileges.

Examples of inappropriate use of computers include, but are not limited to:
e Navigating the internet security system to visit blocked sites
e Use of another person's username/password
e Visiting sites with inappropriate content that are not yet blocked
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Changing/deleting another user's files

Visiting chat rooms/blogs

Using vulgar/obscene language

On-line bullying or making threats
Creating/printing obscene graphics

Changing system settings/deleting system files

Consequences for Inappropriate Use:
The principal shall determine the consequences for inappropriate use. These may include but

are not limited to; suspension of computer privileges, using a laptop or desktop for computer
purposes, loss of the privilege to take their chrome books home. Parents will be notified of
these consequences.

Software is installed on all student computers that enables monitoring and tracking of all
printing. Students are to understand that whenever possible, printing is to be done on black
and white printers. Detailed log files reflect all print activity by users, and all print jobs are
tracked for cost analysis and review as necessary.

It is the expectation that students are accountable for their own printing, and create an
environment where only appropriate and non-wasteful print jobs are printed by the student

Course/Credits
One unit of credit is earned for each full year (2 semesters) major academic subject. A one
semester (half year) course is given %2 unit of credit. Regents credits needed for the awarding
of a Regents Diploma are earned by passing the Regents examination offered in the respective
course. The student receives only one unit of credit for each course.
Each student’s program is planned individually with his/her counselor. The selection of
courses by the student is based upon:

1. Past and present academic performance

2. The student’s self-awareness, as a result of standardized test information

3. The needs of a future career path

Credits Gained by Challenge

Students shall be allowed to challenge high school curricula to gain credit without taking
courses. The Superintendent/designee shall set up procedures and standards to allow
certification of knowledge and proficiency in the course.

Credit shall be given in any course curricula outlined by the New York State Department of
Education or Romulus Central School. The number of challenge credits allowed toward
meeting diploma requirements shall be determined by the Department of Education.

Dance Rules
Dances are social functions held at Romulus Central School primarily for students in grades 9 -
12.

The following regulations apply:
¢ On the day of a PM activity or the Friday before a weekend event such as a dance,
game, or practice, a student who is in school all day is eligible to participate in or attend
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that activity as long as the reason on his/her absence has been deemed legal as defined
by the student handbook, unless otherwise excused by the building administrator for
extenuating circumstances.

e Anyone who leaves the dance without permission will not be readmitted

No backpacks or containers of any kind will be allowed

e Anyone arriving 30 minutes later than when the dance started will not be admitted
unless prior arrangements have been made with the office

e Anyone acting as if under the influence of alcohol or drugs (in the opinion of the

chaperones) will not be admitted, parents will be notified, disciplinary action will be

taken in accordance with the discipline code

Loitering in the bathrooms and on school property is prohibited

“Horseplay” and disruptive behavior is not permitted

Insubordinate or disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated

Non RCS students must be signed up and approved by the principal by noon on the day

of the dance. Students who will be bringing a guest to a dance or the Prom will be

required to fill out and return a Romulus Central School Prom/Dance Guest

Registration Form. These forms will be located in the Main Office and must be

returned by the designated date and time.

Guests must meet the following criteria:

1. Minimum age

2. Maximum age - 1 year out of High School (except Prom when a student must be in
9th grade and under the age of 21)

3. No discipline history and in good standing as per guest pass
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called in.
e If needed, the building level principal or assistant principal is to be notified the next
school day and a referral for discipline may be made.
e The principal will make a follow-up call to the parent/guardian with results of the
discipline determination. Discipline will be consistent with that listed in our
disciplinary code.

Dignity for All Students Act

A Dignity Act Complaint Form is provided, and they are available as posted in the school.

The Dignity for All Students Act prohibits all forms of discrimination/bullying/harassment that
is based upon a person’s actual or perceived race, age, sexual orientation, use of a recognized
guide dog, hearing dog or service dog, color, creed, national origin, ethnic group, religion,
religious practice, sex, sexual orientation, gender or gender identity, or disability. Students are
prohibited from the following behaviors:

Discrimination, based on a person's actual or perceived race, age, sexual orientation, use of a
recognized guide dog, hearing dog or service dog, color, creed, national origin, ethnic group,
religion, religious practice, sex, sexual orientation, gender or gender identity, disability as a
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basis for treating another in a negative manner on school property or at a school function.

Harassment, the creation of a hostile environment by conduct or by verbal threats,
intimidation or abuse that has or would have the effect of unreasonably and substantially
interfering with a student's education performance, opportunities or benefits, or mental,
emotional or physical well-being based on a person's actual or perceived race, color, weight,
national origin, political affiliation, ethnic group, religion, religious practice, martial or veteran
status, use of a recognized guide dog, hearing dog or service dog, disability, sexual orientation,
gender, gender identity or sex.

Bullying and intimidation, which includes engaging in actions or statements that put an
individual in fear of bodily harm and/or emotional discomfort; for example "play"fighting,
extortion of money, overt teasing etc. Cyberbullying, including the use of instant messaging,
email, websites, chat rooms, text messaging, or by any other electronic means, when such use
interferes with the operation of the school; or infringes upon the general health, safety and
welfare of students or employees. This may include instances that occur outside of normal
school hours.

Sexual harassment, which includes unwelcome sexual advainces, requests for sexual favors,
taking, sending or receiving sexually explicit videos, pictures or auditory recordings and other
verbal or physical conduct or communication of a sexual nature.

Discipline of Students (For a complete copy see #7310 for Code of Conduct).

If a student is removed from a class they will not return to that class for the remainder of the
period. An examination by administration will determine which further consequences (if any)
will be levied. Repeated behaviors and behaviors that intentionally harm another student or
staff member or that target race, color, weight, national origin, political affiliation, ethnic
group, religion, religious practice, martial or veteran status, use of a recognized guide dog,
hearing dog or service dog, disability, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity or sex; will be
given further consequences up to and including suspension from school. If consequences are
given an informal conference between the school and parents will occur.

Dress Code

All students are expected to give proper attention to personal cleanliness and to dress
appropriately for school and school functions. Students and their parents have the primary
responsibility for acceptable student dress and appearance. Teachers and all other district
personnel should exemplify and reinforce acceptable student dress and help students develop
an understanding of appropriate appearance in the school setting.

Here are specific gnidelines:

e No clothing/personal items (buttons, backpacks, hats, accessories) that include items
that are vulgar, obscene, libelous, or denigrate others on account of race, color, religion,
ancestry, national origin, gender/gender identity, sex, sexual orientation or disability.

e No clothing/personal items that promote and/or endorse the use of alcohol, tobacco,
illegal drugs, weapons and/or encourage other illegal or violent activities.

e No shirts that expose the ribs (i.e. cut-off tees with excessively large arm holes or
extremely cropped tees).
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No footwear that creates a safety hazard for the student or other students.

No shorts or pants that expose the student’s buttocks.

Nothing sheer or see through may be worn without an undershirt.

Stomach and shoulders cannot be exposed at the same time. If the shoulders are
exposed and the stomach is exposed a shirt must be worn over top of the
stomach-baring shirt.

e Skirts cannot be higher than 5 inches above the knee cap.

Students who violate the student dress code shall be required to modify their appearance by
covering or removing the offending item, and if necessary or practical, replacing it with an
acceptable item. Any student who refuses to do so shall be considered insubordinate.

Early Graduation

Upon request from the student's parent/guardian, a student shall be eligible for early graduation
in fewer than eight (8) semesters upon completion of all requirements for graduation,
excluding physical education, as mandated by Commissioner's Regulations. A student shall not
be required to continue enrollment for the sole purpose of completing physical education
requirements,

Entering & Exiting the School

e All students who ride the bus will be dropped off and picked up at the south end.

e All students who get non-school provided transportation will be dropped off and picked
up at the north end.

e All students driving themselves to school or who are arriving with another student
driver will be dropped off and picked up at the south end.

After the school day begins, students should enter through the Main Office doors ONLY. All
other doors will be locked. No one should prop a door open for any reason. All visitors must
enter the school through the main office in the south parking lot.

Grading Policy

Each of the four marking periods, the mid-term examination or project, and the final
examination or project will count as follows:

1st quarter 20%
2nd quarter 20%
Midterm Assessment 10%
3rd quarter 20%
4th quarter 20%

Final Assessment 10%

Graduation Policy

To graduate from Romulus Central School District, a student must complete or may exceed the
requirements set forth in Part 100 of the Commissioner's Regulations. The Board of Education
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reserves the right to establish requirements for graduation which exceed the minimum
standards as defined by the New York State Regents. All students must be in compliance with
Commissioner's Regulations for graduation in achieving a minimum of a Regents diploma
unless otherwise indicated.

Regents Diploma with Honors

The District may award a Regents diploma with honors to students who receive an average of
ninety percent (90%) in all Regents examinations required for the honors diploma. These
exams include mathematics, science, US History, government and global history, and
geography. This "honors" diploma may also be given to a student who has substituted no more
than two (2) alternative assessments for a Regents examination as approved by Commissioner's
Regulations Section 100.2(f). However, the student's actual score on the substituted alternative
assessment will not be factored into the ninety percent (90%) calculation.

Regents Diplomas with Advanced Designation with Honors

The District may award a Regents diploma with advanced designation with honors. A student
needs to have an average score of ninety percent (90%) on all Regents examinations required
for the advanced diploma. These Regents examinations are: ELA, two (or three) mathematics,
two sciences (one in physical science/the other in life science), US History and Government,
Global History and Geography and languages other than English (LOTE).

Graduation Requirements

Unit Requirements for Graduation: All students must earn 18.5 units of “core” credits and 3.5
credits of electives for a total of 22 credits to graduate.

| Testing Requirements for Graduation: All students will be required to take a minimum of five
(5) Regents examinations (English/Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, and One
Other Regents exam).

General education students must pass all five required Regents exams at a score of 65 or above.
Core Requirements for the Regents and Advanced Regents Diploma:

Subjects Regents Diploma Advanced Regents
Diploma

English 4.00 Units 4.00 Units
Social Studies 4.00 Units 4.00 Units
Mathematics 3.00 Units 3.00 Units
Science 3.00 Units 3.00 Units
Arts 1.00 Unit 1.00 Unit
Health .50 Unit .50 Unit
Physical Education 2.00 Units 2.00 Units
Second Langnage* 1.00 Unit** 3.00 Units***
Core units of credit required 18.50 Units of credit 20.50 Units of credit
Electives 3.50 Units of credit 1,50 Units of credit
Total units of credit required 22.00 Units of credit 22.00 Units of credit
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* Including technology education which can be achieved through the integration of the
content into mathematics and/or science credits or through a course in technology.

*Two (2) Units of study in Second Language must have been completed by the end of
grade 9,

** Except for students receiving special educational services and exempted by the
Committee on Special Education.

**#* Except for student electing a 5-unit sequence in Career & Tech Ed or the Arts
And

*#* Except for student receiving special educational services and exempted by the

Committee on Special Education.

Passing the Regents assessment in any given subject shall not be construed as having
earned a unit of credit in that subject unless the student also passes the course as offered
in a registered high school or the student meets the requirements for credit by
examination pursuant to section 100.5 (d) (1).

Romulus Central School Requirements:

The Romulus Central School Board of Education recognizes that the classroom alone cannot
fully educate the whole child and that good citizenship encompasses a larger community than
just that of the school. The local graduation requirement (REAPY) is also necessary for
_graduation participation. .

Romulus Enhanced Academic Policy (REAP)

1. Romulus will provide a day of service to the community once a year.

2. If students perform service above and beyond the service day they will receive a chord
at graduation and earn additional credits. If students perform an additional 15 hours
they will receive a chord at graduation. If students perform an additional 30 hours they
will receive one credit hour.

3. The senior capstone research project will be a requirement for all seniors.

Guidance Department

The services of the Romulus HS Guidance Department are based on the belief that each person
is a unique individual who has the right to be accepted, has the right for self-development,
self-fulfillment, and self-direction, and has the right to make decisions and assume
responsibilities for those decisions.

Career Counseling is the primary guidance service. Counseling is a student-counselor
relationship in which a student has the freedom to express his/her ideas and feelings. The
student is encouraged to seek information and examine alternate courses before acting.
Counseling enables a student to assume responsibility for making plans and decisions.
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Fire/Safety Drills

Emergency Procedure signs are posted in each room. Students are to become familiar with the
emergency plans. For fire and evacuation drills and real events, when the alarm sounds
students are to exit the room immediately in a single line. Students are expected to be silent
and follow all established procedures.

Students who interfere with any safety procedure, real or practiced, may receive disciplinary
consequences.

Health Office

The Health Office is located in room 325. It is open from 7:45 a.m. to 3:10 p.m. and a
registered nurse is on duty. The following services are offered:

Sudden illness or injury

Each injury and any follow-up medical treatment must be reported to the nurse as soon as it
occurs. An accident report will be completed related to the injury requiring medical attention.
If a student becomes ill during school hours, the student should report to the Health Office.
They should not spend the period in the bathroom. The nurse will make an evaluation of the
seriousness of the illness and take necessary actions,

Students should not call or text anyone to be picked up from school if not feeling well.
The student must be evaluated in the Health Office to be excused from class or school.

Counseling - The nurse is available for counseling on personal health matters.

Emergency Phone Numbers - Please make sure you have current up to date phone numbers
~listed with the school in the event we are unable to contact you-in case of an emergency.

Health Examination
Each student enrolled in District schools must have a satisfactory health examination
conducted by the student's physician, physician assistant or nurse practitioner within twelve
(12) months prior to the commencement of the school year of:
a) The student's entrance in a District school at any grade level;
b) Entrance to pre-kindergarten or kindergarten;
c¢) Entry into the 2nd, 4th, 7th and 10th grades.
The District may also require an examination and health history of a student when it i
determined by the District that it would promote the educational interests of the student.
In addition, the District requires a certificate of physical fitness for:
a) All athletes prior to their first sport of the school year, then only those who were
injured or ill during their first sport before participating in a second sport during the
school year; and
b) All students who need work permits.

Health Certificate
Each student must submit a health certificate attesting to the health examination within thirty

(30) days after his/her entrance into school and within thirty (30) days after his/her entry into
the 2nd, 4th, 7th and 10th grades. The health certificate shall be filed in the student's
cumulative record.
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Dental Certificate

The dental certificate law became effective on September 1, 2008. This law applies to new
entrants in PreK, K, Grades 2, 4, 7 and 10. In accordance with this law, a notice of request for a
dental health certificate shall be distributed at the same time that the parent/person in parental
relation is notified of health examination requirements, such certificate to be furnished at the
same time the health certificate is required. At this time, students will be permitted to attend
school regardless of whether or not they have a dental certificate.

Health Screenings
The District will provide:

e Scoliosis screening at least once each school year for all students in grades 5 through 9.
The positive results of any such screening examinations for the presence of scoliosis
shall be provided in writing to the student's parent or person in parental relation within
ninety (90) days after such finding;

e Vision screening to all students who enroll in school including at a minimum color
perception, distance acuity, near vision and hyperopia within six (6) months of
admission to the school. In addition, all students shall be screened for distance acuity in
grades Kindergarten, 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 and 10 and at any other time deemed necessary. The
results of all such vision screening examinations shall be provided in writing to the
student's parent or person in parental relation and to any teacher of the student. The
vision report will be kept in a permanent file of the school for at least as long as the
minimum retention period for such records;

e Hearing screening to all students within six months of admission to the school and in
grades Kindergarten, 1, 3, 5, 7 and 10, as well as at any other time deemed necessary.

“'Screéning shall include, but not be limited to, pure tone and threshold air conduction -

screening. The results of any such hearing tests shall be provided in writing to the
student's parent or person in parental relation and to any teacher of the student.

S1C31L K. OUucallon nes LU0

If a student is not to participate in physical education because of a health problem, an excuse
from a physician is needed and should be given to the nurse. When the student is to return to
P.E. class, another note must be submitted by the doctor indicating an ability to return. If a
student does not participate in PE class, they may not participate in an interscholastic sport.

Medicati
Due to the changes in state laws, the school nurse will only be able to administer medications
such as caladryl, Neosporin, cough drops, etc. with permission from a parent/guardian AND
your personal physician. See Addendum 5 at the back of the handbook. This form needs to be
signed and returned to the school nurse. If your student requires any medication not listed on
the form, then the following needs to be presented to the school nurse:

1. A written statement from your physician with the following:
Student’s name
Diagnosis and need to limit activity
Drug name and dosage with directions for administration
Expected action
Possible side effects

o e o
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f. Doctor’s signature and date
g. Parent/Guardian signature

2. The medication in a prescription bottle or original container labeled with the
student’s name, delivered to school by the parent or responsible adult,

3. Students who have conditions which may require emergency medication or
treatment should have an annual statement on file at the school with a fresh supply
of medication and an update of the condition and its treatment.

Food Allergies
At the present time, New York State does not ban school districts from allowing homemade

treats to be brought into the school. We must take into consideration the rise in childhood
obesity, diabetes, and food allergies. Romulus Central School acknowledges these very serious
health problems facing our children today. We also acknowledge how important it is for
children to be able to share treats with classmates and staff. We would like to help in following
some basic guidelines to ensure the safety and well-being of all our students and staff.

We ask that before you bring any kind of treats into the classroom (either homemade or store
bought) that you check with your child’s teacher, They will know if any of their students have
any kind of food allergy or medical condition that prevents certain food to be consumed.
Please be considerate when you are faced with a situation that one child in that classroom may
not be able to eat a certain treat. Again, we ask that you check with your child’s teacher for
suggestions.

If your child has any food allergies or condition that prevents them from eating certain foods,
PLEASE notify the nurse and the classroom teacher. You may be asked for medical
documentation from your physician so the cafeteria can alter your child’s dietary needs. If
“your child has a lifé threatering food allergy, please make sure you instruct your-child to--
always ask what is in a particular food before they consume it - ex. — peanut allergy = peanut
oi] used in many other food items. If your child requires an Epi-Pen make sure a physician
order is signed and an Epi-Pen is in the health office.
We hope to continue to be able to allow classroom treats, however, if you have any questions
or concerns, please contact your child’s teacher or the health office.

Homework

Work outside of the classroom is an important part of your program of study at Romulus. It is
a student’s responsibility to complete assignments as required by the individual teacher.
Homework assignments requests for students who are absent should be made to the main office
or by internet communication with the teacher.

Honor Roll

An honor roll is published at the end of each marking period. Students with an average of 89.5
or higher are listed on the High Honor roll. Those with an average between 84.5 and 89.4 are
listed as Honor students.

Honors Diploma

A student may earn a Regents diploma with honors or a Regents diploma with advanced
designation with honors by achieving an average of 90 percent in all Regents examinations, or
their equivalent, required for the diploma.
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In-School Suspension

Tn-School Suspension is held in the ISS room. The duration of time assigned to in-school
suspension is based on the incident and could be one instructional period to five days. The
In-School Suspension guidelines are as follows:

e Students will have assigned seats.

e There will be no talking

There will be no food, drink, or candy allowed at times other than the designated

lunch period.

There will be no sleeping.

There will be no inappropriate language.

There will be no non-instructional activities, such as games or music.

Cell phones are not allowed per the Internet-Enabled Device Policy.

Early dismissal must be pre-approved by the office.

Students are expected to be working on instructional activities. Bringing classwork

is the students’ responsibility. Homework and textbooks are expected.

Students are expected to show respect for others and their belongings.

Students will wait to be dismissed by the proctor.

e Students are expected to follow rules of good conduct prescribed by all applicable
school rules.

e The proctor will predetermine times for bathroom privileges for all students.

¢ Students assigned to ISS for an entire day will report at 7:50 am and be dismissed at
2:27 pm. They are expected to leave campus at that time.

Library/Media Center

The library/media center is a resource center for various reference materials, including reading
for pleasure. Continued violations of library rules will result in the loss of library privileges.
Students borrowing library books are responsible for their return. If books become lost or
damaged, the student will be required to pay for them.

Lockers

Students are assigned lockers when they enter 6® grade. Lockers are provided to students for
storing their belongings. They are not the property of students and when necessary may be
opened and inspected by school personnel at any time without prior notification and without
the consent of the student. The school is not responsible for anything stolen from your locker.
Students should not keep money or items of value in their lockers. Students are cautioned not
to bring large amounts of money, or valuable personal items to school. If they wear glasses or
watches, to keep track of them at all times. Students, not the school, are responsible for their
personal property. Thefts should be reported immediately to the School Office.

Please do not write or paste items on lockers! Lockers are inspected at the beginning and end
of each school year. They should be left in the same condition at the end of the year as when
they were issued. If a student leaves his/her locker with writing, stickers, etc., that student
stands the chance of not being issued a locker the following school year. A financial penalty
may result and discipline assigned for damage to school property.
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As a measure of maintaining a safe school environment, be advised that any school locker may be
opened and searched by school officials at their discretion without further notice to or consent of the
student.

Lost and Found

Lost and found items are brought to the Media Center or Main Office. Please check
periodically for any lost items. The school is not responsible for personal property.

Parent Conferences
Parents may make appointments for conferences with teachers, counselors, and/or the principal
by telephoning the Counseling Office (x338).

It is recommended that if concerns regarding performance in a class surface, that parents
contact the teacher to address the concern directly via telephone, email, or ParentSquare.

Parent Portal

The parent portal system through schooltool, will be available to you and your students through
the web access from our District Website. This will allow you to view your students’ grades,
attendance, and schedule 24/7. All teachers will participate and update information regularly.

It is our hope that by allowing you and your child to monitor progress more frequently, and/or
at a more convenient time, together we can help each student become more successful.

1If you would like to sign up for the parent portal or need help, contact the IT office at ext. *195

Prohibited Articles

Items which could be considered hazards to the safety of others or interfere with school
procedure and the leaming process ( LE. laser pointers, paintballs, dog chains, spiked collars or
similar items that could be used as a weapon; glass containers and/or re-sealable containers,
etc.) are strictly prohibited.

School Closing
ParentSquare is an automated messaging system used by the school that will inform families
by phone/text of emergency closings, cancellations, and special announcements.

In the event that the school should be closed in an emergency situation (snow, flood, ice, etc.)
the following radio stations will broadcast that information in this area. Announcements will
be made as early as possible, usually before 7:00 a.m.

Searches

The Superintendent and Building Principal have the right to conduct searches of students and
their belongings if the authorized school official has reasonable suspicion to believe that the
search will result in evidence that the student violated the law or the district code of conduct,
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School lockers, desks and other such equipment are not the private property of students but the
property of the school district, and as such may be opened and subject to inspection from time
to time by school officials.

Under special circumstances, school officials may search students, particularly if there is
reasonable suspicion that a student possesses illegal matter, for example, a weapon or drugs.
Students must be aware that such items are forbidden on school property and at school events.

Student Directory Information

On an annual basis, Romulus Central School will update student directory information,
Student directory information is information contained in an education record of a student that
would not generally be considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed. Students and
parents have the right to refuse the release of this information to outside sources.

Study Habits

1. PLAN: Assign a definite time each day for study at home; utilize study periods
and library facilities in school. Keep a list of assignments in a notebook and take
home all necessary books, papers and other materials.

1. PLACE: Have a definite place at home to study away from distractions, with all
necessary books, papers, and materials available. It can be distracting to study
while talking on the telephone or watching television so please use caution.

2. PROCEDURE: Be certain you understand the assignment when the teacher gives
it. Read the entire assignment over rapidly to grasp the basic content present,

- Reread the assignment slowly and comprehensively for content, relationships, and
details. Close the book and mentally outline the material and ideas contained in the
lesson. Review the entire assignment.

Transfer Students

Students who transfer to the Romulus Central School district and who are serving a penalty as
a result of a Superintendent’s hearing in another district may be subject to the same
consequences upon the Romulus Central School superintendent’s review of the hearing
decision. The Board of Education welcomes transfer students to our educational system but
believes that all students need to take responsibility for their actions and that a transfer should
not excuse an individual from that obligation.

Visitors

By law, loitering is not allowed on school grounds. ALL VISITORS are to register in the
office. Qutside visitors will not be permitted to meet students in school unless parental
permission is given to the principal. Students should plan to meet out of school friends off
school grounds. It is the policy at Romulus Central School to discourage student visitors while
school is in session.

Weapons in School and The Gun-Free Schools Act

The possession of a weapon on school property, in District vehicles, in school buildings, or at
school sponsored activities or settings under the control and supervision of the District
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regardless of location, is strictly prohibited, except by law enforcement personnel. Any person
possessing a weapon for educational purposes in any school building must have written
authorization of the Superintendent of Schools or their designee.

The Penal Code of the State of New York shall be used to determine what is considered a
weapon, Penal Law Sections 265.01-265.06

Specific Penalties Imposed by the Gun-Free Schools Act
No student shall bring or possess any "firearm” as defined in federal law on school premises

(including school buildings and grounds, District vehicles, school settings and/or school
sponsored activities under the control and supervision of the District regardless of location).
For purposes of this policy, the term "firearm" includes any weapon (including a starter gun)
which will or is designed to or may readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of
an explosive; the frame or receiver of such weapon; any firearm muffler or silencer; or any
"destructive device" (e.g., any explosive, incendiary, or poison gas, including bombs, grenades,
rockets or other similar devices). The term does not include a rifle which the owner intends to
use solely for sporting, recreational or cultural purposes; antique firearms; or Class C common
fireworks.

In accordance with the Gun-Free Schools Act and Education Law Section 3214(3)(d), any
student who brings or possesses a dangerous weapon or firearm, as defined in federal law, on
school property, will be referred by the Superintendent to the appropriate agency or authority
for a juvenile delinquency proceeding in accordance with Family Court Act Article 3 when the
student is under the age of sixteen (16) except for a student fourteen (14) or fifteen (15) years
of age who qualifies for juvenile offender status under the Criminal Procedure Law, and will be

“referied by the Superintendent to the appropriate law enforcement officials when the-studentis -~

sixteen (16) years of age or older or when the student is fourteen (14) or fifteen (15) years of
age and qualifies for juvenile offender status under the Criminal Procedure Law. For purposes
of this policy, the term "dangerous weapon” means a weapon, device, instrument, material, or
substance, animate or inanimate, that is used for, or is readily capable of, causing death or
serious bodily injury, except that such term does not include a pocket knife with a blade of less
than two and one-half inches (2 1/2") in Iength.

Work Permits

If you are under 18 years of age, you must obtain a work permit in order to accept
employment. The law has certain requirements concerning the type of work you may do, the
hours and under what conditions you may work. Applications and all necessary information
may be obtained at the main office.

Good judgment must be exercised in seeking employment. Your first responsibility is your
school work. If a job deprives you of your study time and participation in school activities,
you will not be able to maintain a satisfactory school record.
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Romulus Central School District
Dignity for All Students Act (DASA)
Harassment and Complaint Form

Name and position of complainant:

Address: Home Phone: Work Phone:

Date complaint filed:

Name and description of alleged harasser:

If the alleged harassment was toward another person, identify that other person:

Description of alleged harassment: Describe the incident(s) as clearly as possible, including such things
as any verbal statements made (e.g. threats, requests, and demands); what, if any, physical contact was
involved; efc. Attach additional pages if necessary.

Date and place of incident(s):

Were there other individuals involved in the alleged harassment?

If yes, hémé the other .inc.li.viduai(s) and their role in the éliéged harassment; _

Names of witnesses (if applicable):

Has the incident been previously reported?

(If yes, when and to whom?)

Remedy sought by complainant:

Describe the outcome and/or resolution:

(Use additional sheets to provide additional information if necessary.)

Signature of Complainant
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