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Biology
Instructor: Mr. Brad Amundson
Email: bamundson@west-fargo.k12.nd.us
Office: 223
Classroom: 224
Free Hours: 4A, 4B, and maybe 1B; before and after school (when | am not coaching)

Course Description:
Biology is the study of life and the interactions of living things. Biology includes the study of the molecular
level through the biosphere. This course will meet the ND life science standards.

Assignment Breakdown and Grading Scale

A =100-90%

B =89 -80%

C=79-70%

D =69 - 60%

F=59-0%
Homework/Quizzes/activity labs — 30%
Tests/Practicum labs — 70%

Assignments and Practices
e PRACTICE IS NOT GRADED but will help you learn the standards and learning objectives for the

unit
e ASSIGNMENTS ARE GRADED!!! They are meant to provide you feedback on what you know and
still need to learn for the standards and learning objectives being covered in the unit.
e Assignment Completion: All assignments must be turned in on time!
o Ifan assignment is turned in on time you have a possibility of 100% credit earned.
o All other assignments are considered LATE. You can receive up to half credit for a late
assignment until the day of the Unit Exam.
o Students should keep all returned assignments until each quarter grade is issued. This is
your evidence to refute any errors that may arise in evaluating your grade.

Quizzes and Exams:
e Quizzes - are assessment check points on standards and learning objectives and are meant to
provide you feedback on what you know and still need to learn for the unit.

o There are NO quiz retakes
e Exams — Unit exams are a summative assessment to determine if you have learned the
standards and learning objectives covered in the unit. Your grade is PRIMARLY based on unit
exams as they show what standards and learning objectives you know!

o ONE exam retake maybe taken per unit. To retake an exam, the student must complete
practices to help them learn the material they did not know for the exam before they
can retake it.

o The retake must be completed within 7 days of the original exam.
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Labs:
e Project labs are a key piece of science. These labs are required to complete to be successful in
the course. THESE ARE DUE ON TIME. 5pts will be deducted each day they are late.
e Skills labs are also vital pieces to science to teach techniques and skills needed to complete
project labs. If lab space is available, these need to be made up ASAP if missed.

3 Expectations:
1. Do the Right Thing

2. Treat others the way you want to be treated
3. Make it Right

Electronics:
e |Pads can be used only for educational purposes and when appropriate. If asked to get off no

qguestions asked, or detention could be a result.

Hats and Hoods:

e Hats/Hoods will NOT be worn in the lab or during quizzes and exams.

Absences
1. General absences
a. Work and notes missed in class will be posted online for you to access and
complete. Do not come the next day and ask for your assignments without checking
the website first. Most things will be posted by 4:00 if not sooner.
b. You have 1 day plus the number of days you missed to complete work for full credit.
2. Extra-curricular absences
a. All work must be completed before you leave for your extra-curricular activities. If
not it, is incomplete until turned in and then it will be a 0. THIS INCLUDES EXAMS!!
3. Exams

a. Ifastudent is gone for an exam it must be made up as soon as possible.
= |f a student is gone the day before a test and only that day, they will make up
the test the day they return to school NO EXCEPTIONS.
b. All make-up exams will be different from the original, usually in an essay format.

Tardies: You must be seated and ready to begin before the bell rings!

If you are tardy, you shall receive at least 15 minutes of detention that will be made up with the
instructor within one school day. After 5 unexcused tardies, you will receive 1 day unexcused absence
and detention.

Activities/Club Eligibility:
e |tis YOUR responsibility to complete all the required schoolwork for this class. That means that
this class is a higher priority than your club or activity.
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e Perthe new policy, if you are failing this class but complete a retake or submit missing/late
assignments that follow the above policy, you COULD earn a passing grade.

e |tis YOUR responsibility to keep track of your grades and submit all make up or late work as
needed.

e ALL EXAM RETAKES, MAKE-UP EXAMS, MAK-UP OR LATE WORK completed will NOT BE GRADED
UNITL THE NEXT GRADING PERIOD (Thursday grade pull)

Materials:

You will be expected to bring these materials every day:
- Textbook
- Pencil

- Notebook for class notes

Chapters and Topics Covered:

Semester 1 Semester 2
Unit 1: Scientific Method Unit 6: Cell Division
Unit 2: Macromolecules & Enzymes Unit 7: Genetics
Unit 3: Cells & Cell Transport Unit 8: Evolution
Unit 4: DNA Unit 9: Photosynthesis
Unit 5: Homeostasis Unit 10: Cellular Respiration
Unit 11: Ecology




