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How Much for College in WA

$37,500+/Year

$11,500+/Year

$6,000+/Year

Type of College

@ Private University ~ B Public University @ Community College (CBC)



Types of Financial Aid

Grants | L.oans

Work-study



Scholarships

Awarded to students based on academic merit, talent, achievement, or
other criteria.

Types of Scholarships: Where to Find Them:

Academic — For high grades or test scores . Colleges/universities

Athletic — For sports skills . Scholarship search websites
Talent-based — For music, art, leadership, etc. . Fastweb

Need-based — For students with financial need .  Thewashboard

Private Scholarships — Offered by companies, . Scholarships.com

nonprofits, community groups . Local organizations and businesses

High School College & Career Center




Foundation Scholarship

Two periods per academic year:
* Cycle 1: January 1 to February 28
* Cycle 2: August 1 to September 30

Scan the QR code with your
phone's camera to learn
more about the Foundation
Scholarship!

"You have no idea what impact this

scholarship will have on my life. Receiving

help from someone who doesn't know my %\
story motivates me and encourages me to keep | |
going. Thank you for donating and helping me \‘\ \
achieve my dreams." \



http://www.columbiabasin.edu/scholarships

Given to students based on financial need. Does NOT need to be repaid.

Common Types of Grants:

Federal Pell Grant — For undergraduate
students with significant financial need
FSEOG (Federal Supplemental Educational
Opportunity Grant)

State Grants — Offered by individual states for
residents attending college in-state
Institutional Grants — Provided by colleges
based on need or other criteria

How to Apply:

* Submit the FAFSA or WASFA
* Check state deadlines and college-
specific requirements




Work-Study

A student aid program that provides part-time jobs for students with financial need to
help pay for educational expenses.

Key Features: How to Apply:
Jobs can be on-campus or off-campus «  Submit the FAFSA
Students earn hourly wages *Only available for

Money is paid directly to the student FAFSA Applicants

Encourages community service and work
related to the student’s field of study




L.oans

Borrowed money that must be repaid with interest to help cover college costs.

Types of Student Loans:
1. Federal Student Loans (via FAFSA)

> Subsidized Loans — Need-based; the government pays interest while you're in school
- Unsubsidized Loans — Not based on need; interest accrues while in school

- Direct PLUS Loans — For parents or graduate students

2. Private Loans

- Offered by banks or private lenders




Snapshot of Financial Aid!

* Scholarships * Loans
« Awarded for achievements like * Oftered by the federal government or
academics, athletics, or other talents. private lenders.
R  Includes

* Subsidized (need-based)

+ Need-based aid from th t it
ced-based aid Irom the government, * Unsubsidized (non-need-based)

Institution or private organizations.
» Work-Study * Parent Loans (PLUS Loans)
* A federal program that provides part-time * Federal loans available to parents of

jobs to help students earn money while in dependent undergraduate students.
school. * Must pass a credit check

* Must be paid back

* Do not need to pay back




Financial Aid Applications
FAFSA WASFA

www.studentaid.gov www.wsac.wa.gov /wasfa

Washington Application for State
Financial Aid

Students not eligible for federal aid
because of citizenship or
immigration status



http://www.studentaid.gov/
http://www.wsac.wa.gov/wasfa
http://www.wsac.wa.gov/wasfa
http://www.wsac.wa.gov/wasfa

Not Sure Which Form to Use?
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WASFA QUESTIONNAIRE

The Washington Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA) is for people who don't file a federal FAFSA application. People who complete a WASFA are applying for state aid. There are various reasons to
complete a WASFA instead of a FAFSA:

= A person may not be eligible for federal aid due to:
- Citizenship or immigration status, including being undocumented
Defaulted federal student loans.
- Repayments owed on federal grants.
= A person may choose not to apply for federal aid due io
- Family members who do not want to file the FAFSA.

= Other personal reasons

After you complete the WASFA, the college(s) or program(s) you choose will determine whether you meet state residency requirements and state financial aid eligibility. State financial aid could include Washington
College Grant, the College Bound Scholarship, Passport to Careers, National Guard Grant, or State Work Study.

The following questions will confirm if the WASFA is the correct application for you.

& https://wsac.wa.gov/WASFA

l"



Accessing the Applications

Account creation

« FAFSA - FSA ID with valid SSN

«  WASFA - ITIN (if applicable)

*  Full legal name

* Date of Birth

*  Personal email address for parent
and student

*  Phone number for parent and
student

*  Mailing address

Personal Information

Tunderstand that I'll be requi
account 1s oee and correct and that I'm the

mation I provi
dual I claim o be.

tand that 'm not authorized
foree

If I'm not

that I sho
understand th

e falte or misleadin

&, pris

B, OT

ght e subjes

First Name

Middle Initial

Last Name

Date of Birth

Social Security Number

Registration Step 1 of 3: Account Creation

&,

Sign Up

number (35N and ar least

o, can check the
ithout an SSN.

vo staternents d

W 10 Create an accow

» lama

o

of the Freely Associared States who m
pilete the FAFSA® form online.
spouse of 3 sTw

a14.

| I do not have a 5
a citizen

spouse of a student
have an 35N,

Please fill out the form below to create your account
your account will
Email
© Plesse ensure that this is a valid, permanent email address that you check regularly.
Confirm Email
Password
o New passwords must be at least 8 characters and meet the following:
* 1 upper case (A-Z) characters
* 1 lower case (a-z) characters
» 1 numeric characzers (0-9)
* 1 special characters (e.g. |@#5%"&*)
* Notexceed 2 sequential numbers (e.g. 12, 456, 789)
* Not exceed 2 repeating characters or numbers (e.g. AA, bb, 77, &&)
* Do notinclude common words or names.
[ ) ‘




Dependency Status for Financial Aid

Determines whether you report only your
own financial info (Independent) or your

parents' info too (Dependent) on the
FAFSA or WASFA.

Dependent Student

Must include parent(s)’ financial info

Most undergraduates under age 24
are considered dependent

Independent Student

If one or more of the following apply:
Age 24 or older
Married
Graduate/professional student
Veteran or currently in the military
Have children or dependents

Emancipated minor or in foster care (after age
13)

Are homeless or at risk of homelessness

=«



What Tax Year You Need

For the 2026-2027 form use 2024 tax return info

 FAFSA & WASFA use "prior-prior year" tax info to determine financial aid
eligibility:.

* Have your Social Security Number, tax returns, W-2s, and income
records ready before starting

Need more guidance?
Connect with your Financial Aid Specialist at your school.



Thank you!




> Columbia

\

Basin College

We All Soar Together
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