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UNITS PACING GUIDE 

Unit 1: Perspectives and Narratives 16-25 Days 

Unit 2: Liberty and Equality 25-31 Days 

Unit 3: Science and Science Fiction 18-28 Days 

Unit 4: Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet 17-21 Days 

Unit 5: Holocaust: Memory and Meaning 15-19 Days 

Unit 6: The Space Race Collection 19-24 Days 

Unit 7: Grammar 10-20 Days 

 
 



 

Student Learning   

Instructional Materials And Accommodations 

Core: 
●​ Amplify CKLA 
●​ Knowledge/Skills  

Supplemental:  
●​ Amplify CKLA Writing Studio  
●​ Read Works  
●​ iReady Reading  
●​ Learning AZ 

 
Modifications and Accommodations:  

●​ Printed copy of board work/notes provided 
●​ Additional time for skill mastery 
●​ Assistive technology 
●​ Behavior management plan 
●​ Center-Based Instruction 
●​ Check work frequently for understanding 
●​ Computer or electronic device utilization 
●​ Extended time on tests/ quizzes 
●​ Have student repeat directions to check for understanding 
●​ Highlighted text visual presentation 
●​ Modified assignment format 
●​ Modified test content 
●​ Modified test format  
●​ Modified test length 
●​ Multiple test sessions 
●​ Multi-sensory presentation 
●​ Preferential seating 
●​ Preview of content, concepts, and vocabulary 
●​ Reduced/shortened written assignments 
●​ Secure attention before giving instruction/directions 
●​ Shortened assignments 
●​ Student working with an assigned partner 
●​ Teacher initiated weekly assignment sheet 
●​ Use open book, study guides, test prototypes 
●​ Cubing activities 
●​ Exploration by interest 
●​ Flexible grouping 
●​ Goal setting with students 
●​ Jigsaw 
●​ Mini workshops to re-teach or extend skills Open-ended activities 
●​ Think-Pair-Share 
●​ Varied supplemental materials​  

 
ELL 

●​ Allowing students to correct errors (looking for understanding) 



●​ Teaching key aspects of a topic Eliminate nonessential information Using videos, illustrations, 
pictures, and drawings to explain or clarify 

●​ allowing products (projects, timelines, demonstrations, models, drawings, dioramas, poster boards, 
charts, graphs, slideshows, videos, etc.) to demonstrate student’s learning 

●​ Allowing students to correct errors (looking for understanding) 
●​ Allowing the use of note cards or open-book during testing 
●​ Decreasing the amount of work presented or required  
●​ Having peers take notes or providing a copy of the teacher’s notes 
●​ Modifying tests to reflect selected objectives 
●​ Providing study guides 
●​ Reducing the number of answer choices on a multiple choice test 
●​ Tutoring by peers 
●​ Explain/clarify key vocabulary terms 

 
At Risk 

●​ Allowing students to correct errors (looking for understanding) 
●​ Teaching key aspects of a topic Eliminate nonessential information allowing products (projects, 

timelines, demonstrations, models, drawings, dioramas, poster boards, charts, graphs, slideshows, 
videos, etc.) to demonstrate student’s learning 

●​ Allowing students to select from given choices . 
●​ Allowing the use of note cards or open-book during testing 
●​ Collaborating (general education teacher and specialist) to modify vocabulary, omit or modify items 

to reflect objectives for the student, eliminate sections of the test, and determine how the grade will be 
determined prior to giving the test 

●​ decreasing the amount of work presented or required . 
●​ Having peers take notes or providing a copy of the teacher’s notes 
●​ Marking students’ correct and acceptable work, not the mistakes 
●​ Modifying tests to reflect selected objectives 
●​ Providing study guides 
●​ Reducing the number of answer choices on a multiple choice test 
●​ Tutoring by peers 
●​ Using authentic assessments with real-life problem-solving 
●​ Using true/false, matching, or fill in the blank tests in lieu of essay tests 
●​ using videos, illustrations, pictures, and drawings to explain or clarify 
●​ Flexible grouping 
●​ Goal setting with students 
●​ Jigsaw 
●​ Mini workshops to re-teach or extend skills Open-ended activities 
●​ Think-Pair-Share 
●​ Varied supplemental materials 

 
Gifted and Talented 

●​ Alternative formative and summative assessments 
●​ Choice boards 
●​ Games and tournaments 
●​ Group investigations 
●​ Independent research and projects Interest groups for real world application 
●​ Learning contracts 
●​ Leveled rubrics 
●​ Multiple intelligence options 
●​ Personal agendas 



●​ Project-based learning 
●​ Problem-based learning 
●​ Stations/centers 
●​ Think-Tac-Toes 
●​ Tiered activities/assignments 
●​ Tiered products 

 
504 

●​ Printed copy of board work/notes provided 
●​ Additional time for skill mastery 
●​ Assistive technology 
●​ Behavior management plan 
●​ Center-Based Instruction 
●​ Check work frequently for understanding 
●​ Computer or electronic device utilization 
●​ Extended time on tests/ quizzes 
●​ Have student repeat directions to check for understanding 
●​ Highlighted text visual presentation 
●​ Modified assignment format 
●​ Modified test content 
●​ Modified test format  
●​ Modified test length 
●​ Multiple test sessions 
●​ Multi-sensory presentation 
●​ Preferential seating 
●​ Preview of content, concepts, and vocabulary 
●​ Reduced/shortened written assignments 
●​ Secure attention before giving instruction/directions 
●​ Shortened assignments 
●​ Student working with an assigned partner 
●​ Seacher initiated weekly assignment sheet 
●​ Use open book, study guides, test prototype 
●​ Exploration by interest 
●​ Flexible grouping 
●​ Goal setting with students 
●​ Mini workshops to re-teach or extend skills Open-ended activities 
●​ Think-Pair-Share 
●​ Varied supplemental materials 

 

 
 



Unit 1 Overview: Perspectives and Narratives 
 

Unit 1 Summary:  
Students learn to read like writers—to pay attention to the craft of writing and the moves a good writer makes 
to shape the way the reader sees a scene or feels about a character, to stir us up, to surprise us, or to leave us 
wondering what will happen next. This early focus on the student writer is designed to help place student 
voices at the center of learning.  

 

Essential Questions: 
▪​ How does the author use both dialogue and actions to convey the feelings of the people during a 

historical period? 
▪​ What impact does the authors’ craft and structure have on the reader? 
▪​ How can students improve reading comprehension through vocabulary mastery? 
▪​ How does using specific details and supporting evidence enhance the reader’s understanding of a 

moment in time? 
▪​ How can students apply feedback from peers to improve writing? 
▪​ How can students communicate effectively and build on each others’ ideas during collaborative 

discussions? 

 
 

Enduring Understandings: 
 
Students will understand that…  

●​ Making sense of individual, cultural, and familial identity within conflicting forces of society 
●​ Improve reading comprehension through vocabulary mastery 
●​ Notice the impact of author’s craft and structure 
●​ Write a narrative about a childhood memory 
●​ Use dialogue, sensory details, and vivid descriptions to bring a childhood memory to life 
●​ Communicate effectively to build on each others’ ideas during collaborative discussions 
●​ Analyze a WWII memoir, contemporary coming-of-age narratives, and issues of equality 

 
 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Standards 
Language:  
L.SS.8.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking. 
  E. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 
  G. Recognize spelling conventions. 
L.KL.8.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
  A. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 
  B. Gather vocabulary knowledge when selecting a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
L.VL.8.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 
reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
  A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
  B. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone. 



  C. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, 
recede, secede). 
  D. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
  E. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in 
context or in a dictionary). 
L.VI.8.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
  A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., verbal irony, puns) in context. 
  B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words. 
  C. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
  D. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, 
willful, firm, persistent, resolute). 
 
Reading:  
RL.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections to strongly support an analysis of 
multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections (including informational text 
features such as charts, graphs, and diagrams) that strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an 
informational text says explicitly, as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.CI.8.2. Determine a central idea of an informational text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a 
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
RI.IT.8.3. Analyze how particular elements of a text interact (e.g., how contexts influence individuals or events, or how 
individuals influence ideas or events) across multiple text types, including across literary and informational texts. 
RI.TS.8.4. Analyze and explain how an author organizes, develops and presents ideas, establishes a point of view or 
builds supporting arguments through text structure. 
RL.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text through the use of different 
perspectives of the characters and that of the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony). 
RI.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text and by acknowledging and 
responding to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
RI.MF.8.6. Evaluate the choices made (by the authors, directors, or actors) when presenting an idea in different 
mediums and the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) to 
address a question or solve a problem. 
RI.AA.8.7. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound 
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
RI.CT.8.8. Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
two or more informational texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts 
disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 
 
Writing: 
W.AW.8.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, 
English/Language Arts) to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
  A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
  B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using relevant, accurate data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 
  C.Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
  D. Establish and maintain a formal or academic style, approach, and form. 
  E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.  
W.IW.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ 
experiments, or technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
  A. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text 
structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, 
graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aid in comprehension. 



  B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples. 
  C. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
  D. Use precise language and domain/grade-level- specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
  E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form. 
  F. Provide a concluding statement or section (e.g., sentence, part of a paragraph, paragraph, or multiple paragraphs) 
that synthesizes the information or explanation presented. 
W.NW.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant 
descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 
  A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 
  B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop experiences, events, 
and/or characters. 
  C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one time frame or 
setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and events. 
  D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey 
experiences and events. 
  E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 
W.WP.8.4. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; seeking out assistance, models, sources or feedback to 
improve understanding or refine final products; focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 
W.RW.8.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self- correction, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 
 
Speaking and Listening:  
SL.PE.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
  A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation 
by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 
  B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and 
define individual roles as needed. 
  C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with 
relevant evidence,  observations, and ideas. 
  D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light 
of the evidence presented. 
SL.ES.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance 
and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
SL.PI.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, 
sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
 
Companion Standards: 

●​ 9.2.8.CAP.3: Explain how career choices, educational choices, skills, economic conditions, and personal 
behavior affect income. 

●​ 9.2.8.CAP.8: Compare education and training requirements, income potential, and primary duties of at least two 
jobs of interest. 

●​ 9.2.8.CAP.10: Evaluate how careers have evolved regionally, nationally, and globally. 
●​ 9.2.8.CAP.12: Assess personal strengths, talents, values, and interests to appropriate jobs and careers to 

maximize career potential. 
●​ 9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect (e.g.,1.5.8.C1a). 
●​ 9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and perspectives through active discussions to achieve a 

group goal. 
●​ 9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information 
●​ 9.4.8.IML.6: Identify subtle and overt messages based on the method of communication. 
●​ 9.4.8.IML.7: Use information from a variety of sources, contexts, disciplines, and cultures for a specific purpose 



(e.g., 1.2.8.C2a, 1.4.8.CR2a, 2.1.8.CHSS/IV.8.AI.1, W.5.8, 6.1.8.GeoSV.3.a, 6.1.8.CivicsDP.4.b, 7.1.NH. 
IPRET.8). 

●​ 9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas (e.g.,2.1.8.SSH, 6.1.8.CivicsPD.2). 
●​ 9.4.8.CT.3: Compare past problem-solving solutions to local, national, or global issues and analyze the factors 

that led to a positive or negative outcome. 
●​ 9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and present information digitally. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections:  

●​ 6.3.8.CivicsPI.1: Evaluate, take, and defend a position on why government is necessary, and the 
purpose government should serve. 

●​ 6.3.8.CivicsPR.1: Analyze primary sources to explain how democratic ideas in the United States 
developed from the historical experiences of ancient societies, England, and the North American 
Colonies. 

●​ 6.3.8.CivicsHR.1: Construct an argument as to the source of human rights and how they are best 
protected. 

Additional Resources 
●​ Nonfiction and everyday text including essays, speeches, biographies/autobiographies, scientific and historical 

accounts, digital/paper sources, newspaper and magazine articles 
●​ Poems 
●​ Video clips 
●​ Writing rubrics (PARCC and/or 6+1 Traits) 
●​ Teacher-created materials 
●​ Reading and writing workshop programs supported by district 
●​ Technology including computers, SmartBoards, Webquests, etc. 
●​ Textbooks 
●​ MLA Resources 
●​ Ocean County AVA Media Resources 
●​ http://www.liketoread.com 
●​ http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf) - Lists of optional text 
●​ www.readwritethink.org – Language arts lesson plans 
●​ www.writingfix.com – Lessons and resources for 6+1 writing traits 
●​ www.scholastic.com – Reading resources 
●​ www.enotes.com – Subscription-only site for various literary resources 
●​ www.readworks.org – Lessons for literary elements 
●​ www.ttms.org – (Teaching that makes sense) reading and writing strategies and prompts 
●​ www.quizlet.com – Teacher tool—vocabulary flashcards and games to reinforce which can be embedded to 

teacher’s website, also in other languages 

Reading Resources:  
 

Going Solo: “The Voyage Out” 
“The Battle of Athens — the Twentieth of April” 
Excerpt The Girl Who Loved Tom Gordon by Stephen King 
Excerpt from The Life of Pi by Yann Martel 
Excerpt from The Princess Bride by William Goldman 
Excerpt from The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster 
"Fish Cheeks" by Amy Tan 
"My Mother's Garden" by Kaitlyn Greenidge 
EXTRA: Excerpt from A Bad Beginning by Lemony Snicket 
EXTRA: Excerpt from Davy and the Goblin by Charles E. Carryl 

 



 

Unit 1 Student Learning Objectives   

Overall Learning Outcomes  

Students will…  
•​ demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary 
•​ demonstrate command of the English Language when speaking and writing 
•​ gather evidence to develop a claim 
•​ cite several pieces of textual evidence when responding to open-ended questions 
•​ determine the central idea in an informational text 
•​ analyze how particular elements of text interact 
•​ analyze the impact an author’s craft and structure have on the reader 
•​ write narratives using dialogue, precise details, and just-right verbs to bring a moment to life 
•​ engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
•​ revise written work based on peer feedback 

 
 

Unit 1 Assessments 
 

Formative:  
●​ Do-Nows 
●​ Literature responses/circles 
●​ Cooperative learning groups 
●​ Book talks 
●​ Vocabulary assessments 
●​ Open-ended questions 
●​ Anecdotal Notes 
●​ Exit/Admit Slips 
●​ Peer/Self Assessments 
●​ Reading/Writing Conferences 
●​ Writing Portfolio 
●​ Speeches 
●​ Graphic organizers/Venn Diagrams 
●​ Timed reading/writing 
●​ Writing assignments 
●​ Rubrics 
●​ Journal responses 
●​ Class discussions 
●​ Peer conferences  
●​ Questioning 
●​ Oral presentations 
●​ Powerpoint/Prezi presentations 
●​ Individual Whiteboards 
●​ Book reviews 
●​ Debates 

 
Summative: 

●​ Common Unit / Marking Period Assessment 
●​ End-of-unit or chapter tests 



●​ Writing portfolio 
●​ Writing assessments/essays 
●​ NJSLA ELA 
●​ Oral presentations 

 
Benchmark: 

●​ Common Unit / Marking Period Assessment 
●​ Speaking and Listening/Research-based speeches 
●​ NJSLA ELA 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Unit 2 Overview: Liberty and Equality 
 

Unit 2 Summary:  
Students study the writings of both famous and lesser-known Americans who were critically, intellectually, 
and physically engaged in a debate about the meaning of the words “all men are created equal” during the 
Civil War time period. Each text gives students a different perspective on the American ideal. 

 

Essential Questions: 
●​ How can an author build an argument in narrative writing? 
●​ What impact does the authors’ language have on the reader? 
●​ How did racism and societal restrictions affect individuals and their families? 
●​ How can students improve reading comprehension through vocabulary mastery? 
●​ How does using specific details and supporting evidence enhance the reader’s understanding of a period in 

time? 
●​ How can students apply feedback from peers to improve writing? 
●​ How can students communicate effectively and build on each others’ ideas during collaborative discussions? 

 
 

Enduring Understandings: 
Students will understand that…  

•​ Determine the meaning of “all men are created equal” 
•​ Improve reading comprehension through vocabulary mastery 
•​ Evaluate how an author builds an argument in a narrative text 
•​ Analyze how authors use language to make a case for liberty and equality 
•​ Use mentor texts to prepare and deliver an abolitionist speech at an Anti-Slavery Fair 
•​ Communicate effectively to build on each others’ ideas during collaborative discussions 
•​ Analyze 19th-century language and syntax, slave narratives, and political rhetoric 

 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Language:  
L.SS.8.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking. 
  A. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their function in particular 
sentences. 
  B. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. 
  C. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mood. 
  D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 
  E. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 
  G. Recognize spelling conventions. 
L.KL.8.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
  A. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases.   
  B. Gather vocabulary knowledge when selecting a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
  C. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects 
(e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 
L.VL.8.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 
reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a 



clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
 B. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone. 
  C. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, 
recede, secede). 
  D. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
  E. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in 
context or in a dictionary). 
L.VI.8.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
  A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., verbal irony, puns) in context. 
  B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words. 
  C. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
  D. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, 
willful, firm, persistent, resolute). 
 
Reading:  
RL.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections to strongly support an analysis of 
multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections (including informational text 
features such as charts, graphs, and diagrams) that strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an 
informational text says explicitly, as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RL.CI.8.2. Determine a theme of a literary text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of 
the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
RI.CI.8.2. Determine a central idea of an informational text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a 
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
RI.IT.8.3. Analyze how particular elements of a text interact (e.g., how contexts influence individuals or events, or how 
individuals influence ideas or events) across multiple text types, including across literary and informational texts. 
RL.TS.8.4. Compare and contrast the structure of texts, analyzing how the differing structure of each text contributes to 
its meaning, tone and style. 
RI.TS.8.4. Analyze and explain how an author organizes, develops and presents ideas, establishes a point of view or 
builds supporting arguments through text structure. 
RL.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text through the use of different 
perspectives of the characters and that of the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony). 
RI.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text and by acknowledging and 
responding to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
RI.MF.8.6. Evaluate the choices made (by the authors, directors, or actors) when presenting an idea in different 
mediums and the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) to 
address a question or solve a problem. 
RI.AA.8.7. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound 
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence 
is introduced. 
RL.CT.8.8. Analyze and reflect on how the author’s idea in fiction and literary nonfiction texts (e.g., practical 
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) is shaped by the author’s emphasis on different 
evidence, advancing different interpretations of facts, or fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical 
account of the same period. 
RI.CT.8.8. Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
two or more informational texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts 
disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 
 
Writing:  
W.AW.8.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, 
English/Language Arts) to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
  A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
  B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using relevant, accurate data and evidence that 



demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 
  C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
  D. Establish and maintain a formal or academic style, approach, and form. 
  E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 
W.IW.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ 
experiments, or technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
  A. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text 
structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, 
graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aid in comprehension. 
  B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples. 
  C. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
  D. Use precise language and domain/grade-level- specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
  E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form. 
  F. Provide a concluding statement or section (e.g., sentence, part of a paragraph, paragraph, or multiple paragraphs) 
that synthesizes the information or explanation presented. 
W.NW.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant 
descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 
  A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 
  B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop experiences, events, 
and/or characters. 
  C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one time frame or 
setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and events. 
  D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey 
experiences and events. 
  E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 
W.WP.8.4. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; seeking out assistance, models, sources or feedback to 
improve understanding or refine final products; focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 
W.SE.8.6. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
W.RW.8.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self- correction, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 
 
Speaking and Listening:  
SL.PE.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
  A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation 
by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 
  B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and 
define individual roles as needed. 
  C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with 
relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 
  D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light 
of the evidence presented. 
SL.II.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. 
SL.ES.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance 
and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
SL.PI.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, 



sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
 
Companion Standards:  

●​ 9.2.8.CAP.3: Explain how career choices, educational choices, skills, economic conditions, and personal behavior affect 
income. 

●​ 9.2.8.CAP.8: Compare education and training requirements, income potential, and primary duties of at least two jobs of 
interest. 

●​ 9.2.8.CAP.10: Evaluate how careers have evolved regionally, nationally, and globally. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.4: Explore the role of creativity and innovation in career pathways and industries. 
●​ 9.4.8.CT.3: Compare past problem-solving solutions to local, national, or global issues and analyze the factors that led to a 

positive or negative outcome. 
●​ 9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use. 
●​ 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products (e.g., W.6.8). 
●​ 9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect (e.g.,1.5.8.C1a). 
●​ 9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and perspectives through active discussions to achieve a group goal. 
●​ 9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for information. 
●​ 9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information 
●​ 9.4.8.IML.7: Use information from a variety of sources, contexts, disciplines, and cultures for a specific 
●​ 9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and present information digitally. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 

●​ 6.1.8.CivicsDP.3.a: Use primary and secondary sources to assess whether or nor the ideals found in the Declaration of 
Independence were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans during a time period. 

●​ 6.1.8.Civics.HR.3.b: Evaluate the impact of the institution of slavery on the political and economic expansion of the United 
States. 

●​ 6.1.8.Civics.HR.3.c: Construct an argument to explain how the expansion of slavery violated human rights and 
contradicted American ideals. 

●​ 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.a: Prioritize the causes and events that led to the Civil War from different perspectives. 
●​ 6.1.8.HistoryCC5.b: Analyze critical events and battles of the Civil War from different perspectives. 
●​ 6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.c: Assess the human and material costs of the Civil War in the North and South. 
●​ 6.1.8.HistoryUP.5.b: Examine the roles of women, African Americans, and Native Americans in the Civil War. 
●​ 6.1.8.HistoryUP.5.c: Explain how and why the Emancipation Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address continue to impact 

American life. 

Additional Resources: 
●​ Nonfiction and everyday text including essays, speeches, biographies/autobiographies, scientific and historical 

accounts, digital/paper sources, newspaper and magazine articles 
●​ Poems 
●​ Video clips 
●​ Writing rubrics (PARCC and/or 6+1 Traits) 
●​ Teacher-created materials 
●​ Reading and writing workshop programs supported by district 
●​ Technology including computers, SmartBoards, Webquests, etc. 
●​ Textbooks 
●​ MLA Resources 
●​ Ocean County AVA Media Resources 
●​ http://www.liketoread.com 
●​ http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf) - Lists of optional text 
●​ www.readwritethink.org – Language arts lesson plans 
●​ www.writingfix.com – Lessons and resources for 6+1 writing traits 
●​ www.scholastic.com – Reading resources 
●​ www.enotes.com – Subscription-only site for various literary resources 
●​ www.readworks.org – Lessons for literary elements 
●​ www.ttms.org – (Teaching that makes sense) reading and writing strategies and prompts 
●​ www.quizlet.com – Teacher tool—vocabulary flashcards and games to reinforce which can be embedded to 



teacher’s website, also in other languages 

Core and Extra Texts:  
 

●​ Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave by Frederick Douglass 
●​ Gettysburg Address 
●​ “Song of Myself” by Walt Whitman 
●​ Excerpt from John C. Calhoun's speech to the US Senate, 1837 
●​ Speech excerpt: Frances Watkins Harper, 1857 
●​ Speech excerpt: Sojourner Truth, 1852 
●​ Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl by Harriet Ann Jacobs 
●​ The Boys’ War by Jim Murphy 
●​ A Confederate Girl’s Diary by Sarah Morgan Dawson 
●​ Declaration of Independence 
●​ EXTRA: Excerpt from Up From Slavery: An Autobiography by Booker T. Washington 
●​ EXTRA: Excerpt from "The claims of the Negro, ethnologically considered: an address before the 

literary societies of Western Reserve College" by Frederick Douglass 
●​ EXTRA: Excerpt from The Every-Day Life of Abraham Lincoln by Francis F. Brown 

 
 
 

 

Unit 2 Student Learning Objectives 

Students will…  
•​ demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary 
•​ demonstrate command of the English Language when speaking and writing 
•​ gather evidence to develop and support a claim 
•​ cite several pieces of textual 
•​ evaluate how an author builds an argument in a narrative text 
•​ analyze how authors use language to make a case for liberty and equality 
•​ use mentor texts to prepare and deliver an abolitionist speech at an 
•​ Anti-Slavery Fair 
•​ analyze 19th-century language and syntax, slave narratives, and political rhetoric 
•​ analyze how particular elements of text interact 
•​ analyze the impact an author’s craft and structure have on the reader 
•​ engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
•​ revise written work based on peer feedback 

 
 

Unit 2 Assessments 
 

Formative:  
●​ Do-Nows 
●​ Literature responses/circles 
●​ Cooperative learning groups 
●​ Book talks 
●​ Vocabulary assessments 
●​ Open-ended questions 



●​ Anecdotal Notes 
●​ Exit/Admit Slips 
●​ Peer/Self Assessments 
●​ Reading/Writing Conferences 
●​ Writing Portfolio 
●​ Speeches 
●​ Graphic organizers/Venn Diagrams 
●​ Timed reading/writing 
●​ Writing assignments 
●​ Rubrics 
●​ Journal responses 
●​ Class discussions 
●​ Peer conferences  
●​ Questioning 
●​ Oral presentations 
●​ Powerpoint/Prezi presentations 
●​ Individual Whiteboards 
●​ Book reviews 
●​ Debates 

 
Summative: 

●​ Common Unit / Marking Period Assessment 
●​ End-of-unit or chapter tests 
●​ Writing portfolio 
●​ Writing assessments/essays 
●​ NJSLA ELA 
●​ Oral presentations 

 
Benchmark: 

●​ Common Unit / Marking Period Assessment 
●​ Speaking and Listening/Research-based speeches 
●​ NJSLA ELA 

 
 



Unit 3 Overview: Science and Science Fiction 

Unit 3 Summary:  
Students read Gris Grimly’s Frankenstein, a graphic novel that adds captivating illustrations to an abridgement of the 
1818 edition of Mary Shelley’s book. Paired with Shelley’s text, Grimly’s haunting representations of Frankenstein’s 
creature push students to wrestle with some of the text’s central themes: a creator’s responsibility for their creation, the 
role of society in shaping our presence in the world, and the promises and risks of scientific inquiry. Students trace 
Victor’s level of sympathy for his creation throughout the story, rewrite key scenes from the creature’s point of view, 
analyze Shelley’s allusions to archetypes in mythological and biblical texts, and debate whether Victor owes the 
creature a companion. At the end of the unit, after research and debate, students write to determine whether or not 
Victor’s creature should ultimately be considered human. 

 

Essential Questions: 
●​ How does an author develop themes in a science fiction novel? 
●​ How does an author argue opposing claims about a character and resolve the contradictions? 
●​ How can students support an argument with details from the text? 
●​ How does using specific details and supporting evidence enhance the reader’s understanding of a period in 

time? 
●​ How can students apply feedback from peers to improve writing? 
●​ How can students communicate effectively and build on each others’ ideas during collaborative discussions? 

 
 

Enduring Understandings: 
 

●​ Examine Creators vs. Creations 
●​ Improve reading comprehension through vocabulary mastery 
●​ Analyze an author’s development of themes 
●​ Argue opposing claims about a character and resolve the contradiction 
●​ Argue central questions about whether the creature deserves a mate and which character deserves more 

sympathy 
●​ Communicate effectively to build on each others’ ideas during collaborative discussions 
●​ Analyze Gothic text in graphic form, archaic language, biblical and mythological allusions 

 
 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Language:  
L.SS.8.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking. 

E. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 
G. Recognize spelling conventions. 

L.KL.8.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
A. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 
B. Gather vocabulary knowledge when selecting a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

L.VL.8.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 
reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
B. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone. 



C. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
precede, recede, secede). 
D. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
E. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.VI.8.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., verbal irony, puns) in context. 
B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words. 
C. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other 
texts. 
D. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., 
bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute). 
 

Reading:  
RL.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections to strongly support an analysis of 
multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RL.CI.8.2. Determine a theme of a literary text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of 
the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
RL.IT.8.3. Analyze how particular elements of a text interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot, how ideas 
influence individuals or events, or how characters influence ideas or events) across multiple text types, including across 
literary and informational texts. 
RL.TS.8.4. Compare and contrast the structure of texts, analyzing how the differing structure of each text contributes to 
its meaning, tone and style. 
RL.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text through the use of 
different perspectives of the characters and that of the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic 
irony). 
RL.MF.8.6. Evaluate the choices made (by the authors, directors or actors) when presenting an idea in different 
mediums, including the representation/s or various perspectives of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic 
mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), as well as what is emphasized or absent in each 
work. 
RL.CT.8.8. Analyze and reflect on how the author’s idea in fiction and literary nonfiction texts (e.g., practical 
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) is shaped by the author’s emphasis on different 
evidence, advancing different interpretations of facts, or fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical 
account of the same period. 
 
Writing:  
W.AW.8.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, 
English/Language Arts) to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using relevant, accurate data and evidence 
that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 
C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
D. Establish and maintain a formal or academic style, approach, and form. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

W.IW.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ 
experiments, or technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

A. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using 
text structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., 
headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aid in comprehension. 
B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 



C. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain/grade-level- specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section (e.g., sentence, part of a paragraph, paragraph, or multiple 
paragraphs) that synthesizes the information or explanation presented. 

W.WP.8.4. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; seeking out assistance, models, sources or feedback to 
improve understanding or refine final products; focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 
W.SE.8.6. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
W.RW.8.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self- correction, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 
 
Speaking and Listening:  
SL.PE.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 
B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and 
deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments 
with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 
D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views 
in light of the evidence presented. 

SL.ES.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance 
and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
SL.PI.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant 
evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 
SL.AS.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated 
or appropriate. 
 
Companion Standards:  

●​ 9.2.8.CAP.3: Explain how career choices, educational choices, skills, economic conditions, and personal behavior affect 
income. 

●​ 9.2.8.CAP.10: Evaluate how careers have evolved regionally, nationally, and globally. 
●​ 9.2.8.CAP.12: Assess personal strengths, talents, values, and interests to appropriate jobs and careers to maximize career 

potential 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas (e.g., 2.1.8.SSH, 6.1.8.CivicsPD.2). 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.4: Explore the role of creativity and innovation in career pathways and industries. 
●​ 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products (e.g., W.6.8). 
●​ 9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect (e.g.,1.5.8.C1a). 
●​ 9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and perspectives through active discussions to achieve a group goal. 
●​ 9.4.8.IML.6: Identify subtle and overt messages based on the method of communication. 
●​ 9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and present information digitally. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections:  

●​ MS-EWTS1-1: Define the criteria and constraints of a design problem with sufficient precision to ensure a successful 
solution, taking into account relevant scientific principles and potential impacts on people and the natural environment that 
may limit possible solutions. 

Additional Resources 
●​ Nonfiction and everyday text including essays, speeches, biographies/autobiographies, scientific and historical 

accounts, digital/paper sources, newspaper and magazine articles 



●​ Poems 
●​ Video clips 
●​ Writing rubrics (NJSLA and/or 6+1 Traits) 
●​ Teacher-created materials 
●​ Reading and writing workshop programs supported by district 
●​ Technology including computers, SmartBoards, Webquests, etc. 
●​ Textbooks 
●​ MLA Resources 
●​ Ocean County AVA Media Resources 
●​ http://www.liketoread.com 
●​ http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf) - Lists of optional text 
●​ www.readwritethink.org – Language arts lesson plans 
●​ www.writingfix.com – Lessons and resources for 6+1 writing traits 
●​ www.scholastic.com – Reading resources 
●​ www.enotes.com – Subscription-only site for various literary resources 
●​ www.readworks.org – Lessons for literary elements 
●​ www.ttms.org – (Teaching that makes sense) reading and writing strategies and prompts 
●​ www.quizlet.com – Teacher tool—vocabulary flashcards and games to reinforce which can be embedded to 

teacher’s website, also in other languages 

Core and Extra Texts  
Gris Grimly’s Frankenstein by Mary Shelley and Gris Grimly L/S, 980L  
Excerpts from Frankenstein; or the Modern Prometheus by Mary Shelley L/S, 1040L  
Genesis 2, Revised Standard Version L/S, 840L  
“Frankenstein (1931) A Man-Made Monster in Grand Guignol Film Story” by Mordaunt Hall from The New 
York Times I/H, 1540L  
“Prometheus,” from Heroes, Gods and Monsters of the Greek Myths by Bernard Evslin L/S, 870L  
The Innovators by Walter Isaacson I/H, 1250L  
“The Tables Turned” by William Wordsworth L/P  
“Debate on the Frame-Work Bill, in the House of Lords” by Lord Byron I/H, 1400L  
“All Watched Over by Machines of Loving Grace” by Richard Brautigan L/P  
Letter 8 in A Lady’s Life in the Rocky Mountains by Isabella L. Bird I/LN  
“Whiz Kid” in Steve Jobs: Technology Innovator and Apple Genius by Matt Doeden I/H, 880L  
“Core of an Idea” in Steve Jobs: Technology Innovator and Apple Genius by Matt Doeden I/H, 880L  
 
Extra texts  
“Pygmalion,” from Heroes, Gods and Monsters of the Greek Myths by Bernard Evslin L/S  
Excerpts from Benjamin Franklin: An American Life by Walter Isaacson I/H  
Excerpt from History of US 8: Age of Extremes, 1880–1917 by Joy Hakim I/H 

 
 
 

Unit 3 Student Learning Objectives 

Overall Learning Outcomes 

Students will…  
•​ demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary 
•​ demonstrate command of the English Language when speaking and writing 
•​ gather evidence to develop and support a claim 



•​ cite several pieces of textual evidence when responding to open-ended questions 
•​ revise written work based on peer feedback 
•​ improve reading comprehension through vocabulary mastery 
•​ analyze an author’s development of themes 
•​ argue opposing claims about a character and resolve the contradiction 
•​ argue central questions about whether the creature deserves a mate and which character deserves more 
sympathy 
•​ Communicate effectively to build on each others’ ideas during collaborative discussions 

 
 

Unit 3 Assessments 
 

Formative:  
●​ Do-Nows 
●​ Literature responses/circles 
●​ Cooperative learning groups 
●​ Book talks 
●​ Vocabulary assessments 
●​ Open-ended questions 
●​ Anecdotal Notes 
●​ Exit/Admit Slips 
●​ Peer/Self Assessments 
●​ Reading/Writing Conferences 
●​ Writing Portfolio 
●​ Speeches 
●​ Graphic organizers/Venn Diagrams 
●​ Timed reading/writing 
●​ Writing assignments 
●​ Rubrics 
●​ Journal responses 
●​ Class discussions 
●​ Peer conferences  
●​ Questioning 
●​ Oral presentations 
●​ Powerpoint/Prezi presentations 
●​ Individual Whiteboards 
●​ Book reviews 
●​ Debates 

 
Summative: 

●​ Common Unit / Marking Period Assessment 
●​ End-of-unit or chapter tests 
●​ Writing portfolio 
●​ Writing assessments/essays 
●​ NJSLA ELA 
●​ Oral presentations 

 
Benchmark: 

●​ Common Unit / Marking Period Assessment 
●​ Speaking and Listening/Research-based speeches 
●​ NJSLA ELA 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Unit 4 Overview: Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet 
 

Unit 4 Summary:   
Students read five excerpts from Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. The purpose of these lessons is to introduce students 
to some key elements of Shakespearean English as they close read a small selection of scenes. After students have 
finished the unit, they will have learned how to spot and follow an extended metaphor, discovered that they can 
understand Shakespearean English by putting it into their own words, and be better prepared when they study this play 
(or another Shakespeare play). 

 
 

Essential Questions: 
●​ What is the difference between Shakespearean English and modern English? 
●​ What is an example of an extended metaphor in Romeo and Juliet? 
●​ How can students support an argument with evidence from the text? 
●​ How can students apply feedback from peers to improve writing? 
●​ How can students communicate effectively and build on each others’ ideas during collaborative discussions? 

 
 

Enduring Understandings: 
•​ Explore the forces of love vs. the forces of hate 
•​ Improve reading comprehension through vocabulary mastery 
•​ Paraphrase Shakespearean English and trace extended metaphors 
•​ Choose between contradictory positions and argue with evidence 
•​ Memorize and perform the Prologue to Romeo and Juliet 
•​ Communicate effectively to build on each others’ ideas during collaborative discussions 
•​ Analyze Shakespeare’s use of figurative language and create new metaphors for Romeo to praise Juliet 
•​ Analyze dramas with Elizabethan language and structures, inverted syntax, and extensive figurative language 

 
 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Language:  
L.SS.8.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking. 
  A. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their function in particular 
sentences. 
  B. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. 
  C. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mood. 
  D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 
  E. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 
  F. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 
  G. Recognize spelling conventions. 
L.KL.8.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
  A. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 
  B. Gather vocabulary knowledge when selecting a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  
C. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects 
(e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 
L.VL.8.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 
reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 



  A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
  B. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone. 
  C. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, 
recede, secede). 
  D. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
  E. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in 
context or in a dictionary). 
L.VI.8.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
  A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., verbal irony, puns) in context. 
  B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words. 
  C. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
  D. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, 
willful, firm, persistent, resolute). 
 
Reading: 
RL.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections to strongly support an analysis of 
multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RL.CI.8.2. Determine a theme of a literary text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of 
the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
RL.IT.8.3. Analyze how particular elements of a text interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot, how ideas 
influence individuals or events, or how characters influence ideas or events) across multiple text types, including across 
literary and informational texts. 
RL.TS.8.4. Compare and contrast the structure of texts, analyzing how the differing structure of each text contributes to 
its meaning, tone and style. 
RL.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text through the use of 
different perspectives of the characters and that of the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic 
irony). 
RL.MF.8.6. Evaluate the choices made (by the authors, directors or actors) when presenting an idea in different 
mediums, including the representation/s or various perspectives of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic 
mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), as well as what is emphasized or absent in each work. 
RL.CT.8.8. Analyze and reflect on how the author’s idea in fiction and literary nonfiction texts (e.g., practical 
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) is shaped by the author’s emphasis on different 
evidence, advancing different interpretations of facts, or fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical 
account of the same period. 
 
Writing:  
W.AW.8.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, 
English/Language Arts) to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
  A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
  B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using relevant, accurate data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 
  C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
  D. Establish and maintain a formal or academic style, approach, and form. 
  E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 
W.IW.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ 
experiments, or technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
  A. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text 
structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, 
graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aid in comprehension. 



  B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples. 
  C. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
  D. Use precise language and domain/grade-level- specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
  E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form. 
  F. Provide a concluding statement or section (e.g., sentence, part of a paragraph, paragraph, or multiple paragraphs) 
that synthesizes the information or explanation presented. 
W.WP.8.4. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; seeking out assistance, models, sources or feedback to 
improve understanding or refine final products; focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 
W.SE.8.6. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
W.RW.8.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self- correction, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 
 
Speaking and Listening:  
SL.PE.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
  A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation 
by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 
  B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and 
define individual roles as needed. 
  C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with 
relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 
  D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light 
of the evidence presented. 
SL.II.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. 
SL.ES.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance 
and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
SL.PI.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant 
evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 
SL.AS.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated 
or appropriate. 
 
Companion Standards:  

●​ 9.2.8.CAP.3: Explain how career choices, educational choices, skills, economic conditions, and personal 
behavior affect income. 

●​ 9.2.8.CAP.8: Compare education and training requirements, income potential, and primary duties of at least two 
jobs of interest. 

●​ 9.2.8.CAP.10: Evaluate how careers have evolved regionally, nationally, and globally. 
●​ 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products (e.g., W.6.8). 
●​ 9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect (e.g.,1.5.8.C1a). 
●​ 9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and perspectives through active discussions to achieve a 

group goal. 
●​ 9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for 

information. 
●​ 9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and present information digitally. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections:  

●​ N/A 



Additional Resources: 
●​ Nonfiction and everyday text including essays, speeches, biographies/autobiographies, scientific and historical 

accounts, digital/paper sources, newspaper and magazine articles 
●​ Poems 
●​ Video clips 
●​ Writing rubrics (NJSLA and/or 6+1 Traits) 
●​ Teacher-created materials 
●​ Reading and writing workshop programs supported by district 
●​ Technology including computers, SmartBoards, Webquests, etc. 
●​ Textbooks 
●​ MLA Resources 
●​ Ocean County AVA Media Resources 
●​ http://www.liketoread.com 
●​ http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf) - Lists of optional text 
●​ www.readwritethink.org – Language arts lesson plans 
●​ www.writingfix.com – Lessons and resources for 6+1 writing traits 
●​ www.scholastic.com – Reading resources 
●​ www.enotes.com – Subscription-only site for various literary resources 
●​ www.readworks.org – Lessons for literary elements 
●​ www.ttms.org – (Teaching that makes sense) reading and writing strategies and prompts 

●​ www.quizlet.com – Teacher tool—vocabulary flashcards and games to reinforce which can be embedded to 
teacher’s website, also in other languages  

Core and Extra Texts: 
Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare L/D  
Extra texts  
“Annabel Lee” by Edgar Allan Poe L/P  
“Harlem,” the prologue to the book Street Love by Walter Dean Myers L/P 

 
 

Unit 4 Student Learning Objectives 

Overall Learning Outcomes 

Students will know... 
•​ -demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary. 
•​ -demonstrate command of the English Language when speaking and writing. 
•​ -choose between contradictory positions and argue with evidence. 
•​ -memorize and perform the Prologue to Romeo and Juliet. 
•​ -analyze the extensive figurative language in an Elizabethan drama. 
•​ -paraphrase Shakespearean English and trace extended metaphors. 
•​ -compare and contrast film versions of Romeo and Juliet to the original script. 
•​ -improve reading comprehension through vocabulary mastery. 
•​ -Communicate effectively to build on each others’ ideas during collaborative discussions. 

 
 
 

Unit 4 Assessments 
 



Formative:  
●​ Do-Nows 
●​ Literature responses/circles 
●​ Cooperative learning groups 
●​ Book talks 
●​ Vocabulary assessments 
●​ Open-ended questions 
●​ Anecdotal Notes 
●​ Exit/Admit Slips 
●​ Peer/Self Assessments 
●​ Reading/Writing Conferences 
●​ Writing Portfolio 
●​ Speeches 
●​ Graphic organizers/Venn Diagrams 
●​ Timed reading/writing 
●​ Writing assignments 
●​ Rubrics 
●​ Journal responses 
●​ Class discussions 
●​ Peer conferences  
●​ Questioning 
●​ Oral presentations 
●​ Powerpoint/Prezi presentations 
●​ Individual Whiteboards 
●​ Book reviews 
●​ Debates 

 
Summative: 

●​ Common Unit / Marking Period Assessment 
●​ End-of-unit or chapter tests 
●​ Writing portfolio 
●​ Writing assessments/essays 
●​ NJSLA ELA 
●​ Oral presentations 

 
Benchmark: 

●​ Common Unit / Marking Period Assessment 
●​ Speaking and Listening/Research-based speeches 
●​ NJSLA ELA 

 
 

 



Unit 5 Overview: Holocaust: Memory & Meaning 
 

Unit 5 Summary:   
Students use a language arts lens and close reading to explore a variety of memoir and primary source materials and dig 
into two key questions raised by the Holocaust: How do a society and its people become participants (willingly or 
indifferently) in such an atrocity? And what is the responsibility of those who experienced, witnessed, participated in, or 
are now learning about these events? The selected materials present events from several different perspectives—those 
of perpetrators, survivors, victims, bystanders, and witnesses—allowing students to develop a critical understanding of 
the strategies Nazis used to influence the mindset of a nation, and the human responses to the unfolding of genocide. 

 
 

Essential Questions: 
●​ What types of Anti-Sematic propaganda and other techniques did the Nazis use to turn Germany against its 

Jewish citizens? 
●​ How can students synthesize multiple accounts to develop understanding and empathy? 
●​ How can students support an argument with evidence from the text? 
●​ How can students apply feedback from peers to improve writing? 
●​ How can students communicate effectively and build on each others’ ideas during collaborative discussions? 

 
 

Enduring Understandings: 
Students will…  

•​ Explore the influence of and responses to the Holocaust 
•​ Improve reading comprehension through vocabulary mastery 
•​ Synthesize multiple accounts to develop understanding and empathy 
•​ Analyze the impact of propaganda and explain the response to unfolding events 
•​ Read and write poems on the theme of remembrance 
•​ Communicate effectively to build on each others’ ideas during collaborative discussions 
•​ Use video interviews with survivor Irene Butter to reflect on what we can learn from the Holocaust 
•​ Analyze poems, articles, memoirs, and graphic novels from this time period 

 
 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Language:  
L.SS.8.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking. 
  D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 
  E. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 
  G. Recognize spelling conventions. 
L.KL.8.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
  A. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 
 B. Gather vocabulary knowledge when selecting a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
L.VL.8.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 
reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
  A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
  B. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone. 
  C. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, 
recede, secede). 



  D. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
  E. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in 
context or in a dictionary). 
L.VI.8.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
  A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., verbal irony, puns) in context. 
  B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words. 
  C. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
  D. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, 
willful, firm, persistent, resolute). 
 
Reading:  
RI.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections (including informational text 
features such as charts, graphs, and diagrams) that strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an 
informational text says explicitly, as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RL.CI.8.2. Determine a theme of a literary text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of 
the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
RI.CI.8.2. Determine a central idea of an informational text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a 
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
RL.IT.8.3. Analyze how particular elements of a text interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot, how ideas 
influence individuals or events, or how characters influence ideas or events) across multiple text types, including across 
literary and informational texts. 
RI.IT.8.3. Analyze how particular elements of a text interact (e.g., how contexts influence individuals or events, or how 
individuals influence ideas or events) across multiple text types, including across literary and informational texts. 
RI.TS.8.4. Analyze and explain how an author organizes, develops and presents ideas, establishes a point of view or 
builds supporting arguments through text structure. 
RI.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text and by acknowledging and 
responding to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
RI.MF.8.6. Evaluate the choices made (by the authors, directors, or actors) when presenting an idea in different 
mediums and the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) to 
address a question or solve a problem. 
RI.AA.8.7. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound 
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
RI.CT.8.8. Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
two or more informational texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts 
disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 
 
Writing:  
W.AW.8.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, 
English/Language Arts) to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
  A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
  B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using relevant, accurate data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 
  C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
  D. Establish and maintain a formal or academic style, approach, and form. 
  E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 
W.IW.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ 
experiments, or technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
  A. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text 
structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, 
graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aid in comprehension. 



  B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples. 
  C. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
  D. Use precise language and domain/grade-level- specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
  E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form. 
  F. Provide a concluding statement or section (e.g., sentence, part of a paragraph, paragraph, or multiple paragraphs) 
that synthesizes the information or explanation presented. 
W.WP.8.4. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; seeking out assistance, models, sources or feedback to 
improve understanding or refine final products; focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 
W.SE.8.6. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
W.RW.8.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self- correction, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 
 
Speaking and Listening:  
SL.PE.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
  A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation 
by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 
  B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and 
define individual roles as needed. 
  C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with 
relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 
  D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light 
of the evidence presented. 
SL.II.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. 
SL.ES.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance 
and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
SL.PI.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant 
evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, 
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
SL.AS.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated 
or appropriate. 
 
Companion Standards: 

●​ 9.2.8.CAP.10: Evaluate how careers have evolved regionally, nationally, and globally. 
●​ 9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use. 
●​ 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products (e.g., W.6.8). 
●​ 9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect (e.g.,1.5.8.C1a). 
●​ 9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and perspectives through active discussions to achieve a 

group goal. 
●​ 9.4.8.IML.9: Distinguish between ethical and unethical uses of information and media (e.g., 1.5.8.CR3b, 

8.2.8.EC.2). 
●​ 9.4.8.IML.14: Analyze the role of media in delivering cultural, political, and other societal messages. 
●​ 9.4.8.IML.15: Explain ways that individuals may experience the same media message differently. 
●​ 9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and present information digitally. 
●​  

Interdisciplinary Connections:  
●​ 6.3.8.CivicsPI.2: Evaluate the extent to which different forms of government reflect the history and 

value of various societies (e.g., monarchy, democracy, republic, dictatorship). 
●​ 6.3.8.CivicsPI.3: Use a variety of sources from multiple perspectives to examine the role of 



individuals, political parties, interest groups, and the media in a local or global issue and share this 
information with a governmental or nongovernmental organization as a way to gain support for 
addressing the issue. 

●​ 6.3.8.CivicsPI.4: Investing the roles of political, civil, and economic organizations in shaping people’s 
lives and share this information with individuals who might benefit from this information. 

 

Additional Resources: 
●​ Nonfiction and everyday text including essays, speeches, biographies/autobiographies, scientific and historical 

accounts, digital/paper sources, newspaper and magazine articles 
●​ Poems 
●​ Video clips 
●​ Writing rubrics (NJSLA and/or 6+1 Traits) 
●​ Teacher-created materials 
●​ Reading and writing workshop programs supported by district 
●​ Technology including computers, SmartBoards, Webquests, etc. 
●​ Textbooks 
●​ MLA Resources 
●​ Ocean County AVA Media Resources 
●​ http://www.liketoread.com 
●​ http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf) - Lists of optional text 
●​ www.readwritethink.org – Language arts lesson plans 
●​ www.writingfix.com – Lessons and resources for 6+1 writing traits 
●​ www.scholastic.com – Reading resources 
●​ www.enotes.com – Subscription-only site for various literary resources 
●​ www.readworks.org – Lessons for literary elements 
●​ www.ttms.org – (Teaching that makes sense) reading and writing strategies and prompts 

●​ www.quizlet.com – Teacher tool—vocabulary flashcards and games to reinforce which can be embedded to 
teacher’s website, also in other languages  

Core and Extra Texts:  
“I Cannot Forget” by Alexander Kimel I/LN  
A Child of Hitler by Alfons Heck I/H, 1200L  
“Helene Mayer, Fencing Champ, Says She’ll Try for the Olympics” from Jewish Daily Bulletin I/H, 1220L 
“100,000 Hail Hitler; U.S. Athletes Avoid Nazi Salute to Him” by Frederick T. Birchall from The New York 
Times I/H, 1220L  
“Jesse Owens’ Olympic Triumph” by Lerone Bennett, Jr., from Ebony I/H, 1100L  
Maus I: My Father Bleeds History by Art Spiegelman I/LN, 500L • Night by Elie Wiesel I/LN, 990L 
Shores Beyond Shores by Irene Butter I/LN, 660L  
 
Extra texts  
Excerpt from Hero on a Bicycle by Shirley Hughes L/S 

 
 

Unit 5 Student Learning Objectives 

Overall Learning Outcomes 

Students will know... 
•​ explore the influence of and responses to the Holocaust. 



•​ improve reading comprehension through vocabulary mastery. 
•​ synthesize multiple accounts to develop understanding and empathy. 
•​ analyze the impact of propaganda and explain the response to unfolding events. 
•​ read and write poems on the theme of remembrance. 
•​ communicate effectively to build on each others’ ideas during collaborative discussions. 
•​ use video interviews with survivor Irene Butter to reflect on what we can learn from the Holocaust. 
•​ analyze poems, articles, memoirs, and graphic novels from this time period. 

 
 
 

Unit 5 Assessments 
 

Formative:  
●​ Do-Nows 
●​ Literature responses/circles 
●​ Cooperative learning groups 
●​ Book talks 
●​ Vocabulary assessments 
●​ Open-ended questions 
●​ Anecdotal Notes 
●​ Exit/Admit Slips 
●​ Peer/Self Assessments 
●​ Reading/Writing Conferences 
●​ Writing Portfolio 
●​ Speeches 
●​ Graphic organizers/Venn Diagrams 
●​ Timed reading/writing 
●​ Writing assignments 
●​ Rubrics 
●​ Journal responses 
●​ Class discussions 
●​ Peer conferences  
●​ Questioning 
●​ Oral presentations 
●​ Powerpoint/Prezi presentations 
●​ Individual Whiteboards 
●​ Book reviews 
●​ Debates 

 
Summative: 

●​ Common Unit / Marking Period Assessment 
●​ End-of-unit or chapter tests 
●​ Writing portfolio 
●​ Writing assessments/essays 
●​ NJSLA ELA 
●​ Oral presentations 

 
Benchmark: 

●​ Common Unit / Marking Period Assessment 
●​ Speaking and Listening/Research-based speeches 
●​ NJSLA ELA 

 



Unit 6 Overview: The Space Race Collection 
 

Unit 6 Summary:   
Students explore primary documents and conduct independent research to better understand the Space Race, a fierce 
competition between two of the world’s superpowers that continued for nearly 18 years. The dramatic story of the 
Space Race offers students a rich research topic to explore as they build information literacy skills and learn how to 
construct their own research questions and explore the Internet for answers. They explore the diverse range of people 
who fueled this race, from Soviet cosmonauts like Alexei Leonov and Laila the space dog to President Kennedy, 
American heroes like the celebrated Buzz Aldrin, and the overlooked hero, mathematician Katherine Johnson. Students 
also participate in a Socratic seminar in which they rely on their research to examine the complicated issues inherent in 
the history of the Space Race. 

 
 

Essential Questions: 
●​ How can students evaluate the credibility of online informational sources? 
●​ How can students develop a question and conduct research on a specific topic? 
●​ How can students integrate information from a variety of sources and perspectives to develop a nuanced 

understanding of complex topics? 
●​ How can students support an argument with evidence from the text? 
●​ How can students apply feedback from peers to improve writing? 
●​ How can students communicate effectively and build on each others’ ideas during collaborative discussions? 

 
 

Enduring Understandings: 
•​ Analyze the successes and sacrifices of space exploration 
•​ Improve reading comprehension through vocabulary mastery 
•​ Integrate information from a variety of sources and perspectives to develop a nuanced understanding of 
complex topics 
•​ Develop a question, conduct research, and create a multimedia project 
•​ Evaluate the credibility of online informational sources 
•​ Engage in student-led discussions about research topics 
•​ Research an astronaut or cosmonaut and write a blogs from their point of view 
•​ Analyze primary and secondary source documents, speeches, and images 

 
 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Language 
L.SS.8.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking. 
  D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 
  E. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 
  G. Recognize spelling conventions. 
L.KL.8.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
  A. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 
  B. Gather vocabulary knowledge when selecting a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
  C. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects 
(e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 



L.VL.8.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 
reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
  A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
  B. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone. 
  C. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, 
recede, secede). 
  D. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
  E. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in 
context or in a dictionary). 
L.VI.8.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
  B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words. 
  C. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
  D. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, 
willful, firm, persistent, resolute). 
 
Reading:  
RI.CR.8.1. Cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections (including informational text 
features such as charts, graphs, and diagrams) that strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an 
informational text says explicitly, as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.CI.8.2. Determine a central idea of an informational text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a 
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
RI.IT.8.3. Analyze how particular elements of a text interact (e.g., how contexts influence individuals or events, or how 
individuals influence ideas or events) across multiple text types, including across literary and informational texts. 
RI.TS.8.4. Analyze and explain how an author organizes, develops and presents ideas, establishes a point of view or 
builds supporting arguments through text structure. 
RI.PP.8.5. Analyze how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text and by acknowledging and 
responding to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
RI.MF.8.6. Evaluate the choices made (by the authors, directors, or actors) when presenting an idea in different 
mediums and the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) to 
address a question or solve a problem. 
RI.CT.8.8. Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
two or more informational texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts 
disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 
 
Writing:  
W.AW.8.1. Write arguments on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects, 
English/Language Arts) to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
  A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
  B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using relevant, accurate data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 
  C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
  D. Establish and maintain a formal or academic style, approach, and form. 
  E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 
W.IW.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ 
experiments, or technical processes) to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
  A. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text 
structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, 
graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aid in comprehension. 
  B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples. 



  C. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
  D. Use precise language and domain/grade-level- specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
  E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form. 
  F. Provide a concluding statement or section (e.g., sentence, part of a paragraph, paragraph, or multiple paragraphs) 
that synthesizes the information or explanation presented. 
W.WP.8.4. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; seeking out assistance, models, sources or feedback to 
improve understanding or refine final products; focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 
W.WR.8.5. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on 
several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
W.SE.8.6. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
W.RW.8.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self- correction, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 
 
Speaking and Listening:  
SL.PE.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
  A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation 
by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 
  B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and 
define individual roles as needed. 
  C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with 
relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 
  D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light 
of the evidence presented. 
SL.II.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. 
SL.ES.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance 
and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
SL.PI.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant 
evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 
SL.UM.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and 
evidence, and add interest. 
SL.AS.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated 
or appropriate. 
 
Companion Standards: 

●​ 9.2.8.CAP.3: Explain how career choices, educational choices, skills, economic conditions, and personal 
behavior affect income. 

●​ 9.2.8.CAP.8: Compare education and training requirements, income potential, and primary duties of at least two 
jobs of interest. 

●​ 9.2.8.CAP.9: Analyze how a variety of activities related to career preparation (e.g., volunteering, 
apprenticeships, structured learning experiences, dual enrollment, job search, scholarships) impacts 
postsecondary options. 

●​ 9.2.8.CAP.10: Evaluate how careers have evolved regionally, nationally, and globally. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas (e.g., 2.1.8.SSH, 6.1.8.CivicsPD.2). 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.4: Explore the role of creativity and innovation in career pathways and industries. 
●​ 9.4.8.CT.3: Compare past problem-solving solutions to local, national, or global issues and analyze the factors 

that led to a positive or negative outcome. 
●​ 9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use. 
●​ 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products (e.g., W.6.8). 



●​ 9.4.8.DC.3: Describe tradeoffs between allowing information to be public (e.g., within online games) versus 
keeping information private and secure. 

●​ 9.4.8.DC.8: Explain how communities use data and technology to develop measures to respond to effects of 
climate change (e.g., smart cities). 

●​ 9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and perspectives through active discussions to achieve a 
group goal. 

●​ 9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for 
information. 

●​ 9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information 
●​ 9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and deliver information supported with evidence for an 

authentic audience. 
●​ 9.4.8.IML.13: Identify the impact of the creator on the content, production, and delivery of information (e.g., 

8.2.8.ED.1). 
●​ 9.4.8.TL.2: Gather data and digitally represent information to communicate a real-world problem 
●​ 9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and present information digitally. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections:  

●​ 6.3.8.CivicsPI.3: Use a variety of sources from multiple perspectives to examine the role of 
individuals, political parties, interest groups, and the media in a local or global issue and share this 
information with a governmental or nongovernmental organization as a way to gain support for 
addressing the issue. 

●​ 6.3.8.CivicsPI.4: Investing the roles of political, civil, and economic organizations in shaping people’s 
lives and share this information with individuals who might benefit from this information. 

●​ MS-ESS1-3: Analyze and interpret data to determine scale properties of objects in the solar system. 
●​ RST.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical text. 

(MS-ESS1-3), (MS-ESS1-4) 
●​ SL.8.5: Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen 

claims and evidence, and add interest. (MS-ESS1-3), (MS-ESS1-4) 

Additional Resources: 
●​ Nonfiction and everyday text including essays, speeches, biographies/autobiographies, scientific and historical 

accounts, digital/paper sources, newspaper and magazine articles 
●​ Poems 
●​ Video clips 
●​ Writing rubrics (NJSLA and/or 6+1 Traits) 
●​ Teacher-created materials 
●​ Reading and writing workshop programs supported by district 
●​ Technology including computers, SmartBoards, Webquests, etc. 
●​ Textbooks 
●​ MLA Resources 
●​ Ocean County AVA Media Resources 
●​ http://www.liketoread.com 
●​ http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf) - Lists of optional text 
●​ www.readwritethink.org – Language arts lesson plans 
●​ www.writingfix.com – Lessons and resources for 6+1 writing traits 
●​ www.scholastic.com – Reading resources 
●​ www.enotes.com – Subscription-only site for various literary resources 
●​ www.readworks.org – Lessons for literary elements 
●​ www.ttms.org – (Teaching that makes sense) reading and writing strategies and prompts 

●​ www.quizlet.com – Teacher tool—vocabulary flashcards and games to reinforce which can be embedded to 
teacher’s website, also in other languages  



Core and Extra Texts:  
“The Space Race: An Introduction” by Lapham’s Quarterly editors I/H, 1170L  
“Sputnik” from Rocket Boys by Homer Hickam I/H, 890L  
“And a Dog Shall Lead Them” from A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey by Michael D’Antonio I/H, 1240L  
Memorandum for the Vice President by John F. Kennedy I/H, 960L  
President Kennedy’s Address at Rice University, September 12, 1962 I/H, 1490L  
“A Seagull in Flight” from Into That Silent Sea by Francis French and Colin Burgess I/H, 1100L 
“First to Fly” from Into That Silent Sea by Francis French and Colin Burgess I/H, 1100L  
“In Event of Moon Disaster” by William Safire I/H, 870L  
“Dreaming of a Moonage” from Moondust by Andrew Smith I/LN,1080L 
“Buzz Aldrin on His Lunar Home, the Eagle” by Marc Myers from The Wall Street Journal I/H, 1000L 
“Smooth as a Peeled Egg” from Two Sides of the Moon: Our Story of the Cold War Space Race by David 
Scott and Alexei Leonov with Christine Toomey I/H, 1020L  
Preface from Flight: My Life in Mission Control by Christopher C. Kraft, Jr. and James L. Schefter I/LN, 
930L  
“You Are Here” from Pale Blue Dot by Carl Sagan I/LN, 1360L  
Remarks by the President at Medal of Freedom Ceremony by Barack Obama (in “Katherine Johnson: 
Trailblazer and Brilliant Mathematician”) I/H, 960L  
“The nearly forgotten story of the black women who helped land a man on the moon” by Stephanie Merry 
from The Washington Post (in “Katherine Johnson: Trailblazer and Brilliant Mathematician”) I/H, 1030L  
“Life on Mars to Become a Reality in 2023, Dutch Firm Claims” by Karen McVeigh from The Guardian I/H, 
1330L  
“What the Moon Rocks Tell Us” from National Geographic by Kenneth F. Weaver I/S&T, 1290 
Extra Texts 
 “Stars” by Robert Frost L/P  
Excerpt from The War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells L/S  
Excerpt from A History of US 10: All the People Since 1945 by Joy Hakim I/H 

 
 

Unit 6 Student Learning Objectives 

Overall Learning Outcomes 

Students will know... 
•​ analyze the successes and sacrifices of space exploration 
•​ improve reading comprehension through vocabulary mastery 
•​ integrate information from a variety of sources and perspectives to develop a nuanced understanding of 
complex topics.  
•​ develop a question, conduct research, and create a multimedia project.  
•​ evaluate the credibility of online informational sources. 
•​ engage in student-led discussions about research topics. 
•​ research an astronaut or cosmonaut and write a blog from their point of view. 
•​ analyze primary and secondary source documents, speeches, and images. 

 

 
 
 

Unit 6 Assessments 
 



Formative:  
●​ Do-Nows 
●​ Literature responses/circles 
●​ Cooperative learning groups 
●​ Book talks 
●​ Vocabulary assessments 
●​ Open-ended questions 
●​ Anecdotal Notes 
●​ Exit/Admit Slips 
●​ Peer/Self Assessments 
●​ Reading/Writing Conferences 
●​ Writing Portfolio 
●​ Speeches 
●​ Graphic organizers/Venn Diagrams 
●​ Timed reading/writing 
●​ Writing assignments 
●​ Rubrics 
●​ Journal responses 
●​ Class discussions 
●​ Peer conferences  
●​ Questioning 
●​ Oral presentations 
●​ Powerpoint/Prezi presentations 
●​ Individual Whiteboards 
●​ Book reviews 
●​ Debates 

 
Summative: 

●​ Common Unit / Marking Period Assessment 
●​ End-of-unit or chapter tests 
●​ Writing portfolio 
●​ Writing assessments/essays 
●​ NJSLA ELA 
●​ Oral presentations 

 
Benchmark: 

●​ Common Unit / Marking Period Assessment 
●​ Speaking and Listening/Research-based speeches 
●​ NJSLA ELA 

 



Unit 7 Overview: Grammar 
 

Unit 7 Summary:   
The Grammar Unit is shared from Grades 6-8. Students will receive grammar instruction throughout the year on the 
Flex Days that are built into each unit. The lessons cover 35 key grammar topics for middle school grades. Lessons are 
self-guided and students apply the skills to their writing in each unit. 

 
 

Essential Questions: 
●​ Why is it important to know and follow the rules of standard English grammar when writing and speaking? 
●​ Why is it important to know and follow rules of standard English mechanics when writing? 
●​ How do word choice and punctuation help convey ideas effectively when writing 

 
 

Enduring Understandings: 
•​ Defining, identifying and fixing complete sentences 
•​ Understanding pronouns and pronoun usage 
•​ Recognizing verb tense and proper usage 
•​ Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 

 
 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Language Standards: 
L.SS.8.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking. 
  A. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their function in particular 
sentences. 
  B. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. 
  C. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mood. 
  D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 
  E. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 
  F. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 
  G. Recognize spelling conventions. 
L.KL.8.2. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
  C. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects 
(e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 
 
Companion Standards: 

●​ N/A 
 
Interdisciplinary Connections:  

●​ N/A 

Additional Resources: 
●​ Nonfiction and everyday text including essays, speeches, biographies/autobiographies, scientific and historical 

accounts, digital/paper sources, newspaper and magazine articles 
●​ Poems 



●​ Video clips 
●​ Writing rubrics (NJSLA and/or 6+1 Traits) 
●​ Teacher-created materials 
●​ Reading and writing workshop programs supported by district 
●​ Technology including computers, SmartBoards, Webquests, etc. 
●​ Textbooks 
●​ MLA Resources 
●​ Ocean County AVA Media Resources 
●​ http://www.liketoread.com 
●​ http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf) - Lists of optional text 
●​ www.readwritethink.org – Language arts lesson plans 
●​ www.writingfix.com – Lessons and resources for 6+1 writing traits 
●​ www.scholastic.com – Reading resources 
●​ www.enotes.com – Subscription-only site for various literary resources 
●​ www.readworks.org – Lessons for literary elements 
●​ www.ttms.org – (Teaching that makes sense) reading and writing strategies and prompts 

●​ www.quizlet.com – Teacher tool—vocabulary flashcards and games to reinforce which can be embedded to 
teacher’s website, also in other languages  

Core and Extra Texts:  
“The Space Race: An Introduction” by Lapham’s Quarterly editors I/H, 1170L  
“Sputnik” from Rocket Boys by Homer Hickam I/H, 890L  
“And a Dog Shall Lead Them” from A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey by Michael D’Antonio I/H, 1240L  
Memorandum for the Vice President by John F. Kennedy I/H, 960L  
President Kennedy’s Address at Rice University, September 12, 1962 I/H, 1490L  
“A Seagull in Flight” from Into That Silent Sea by Francis French and Colin Burgess I/H, 1100L 
“First to Fly” from Into That Silent Sea by Francis French and Colin Burgess I/H, 1100L  
“In Event of Moon Disaster” by William Safire I/H, 870L  
“Dreaming of a Moonage” from Moondust by Andrew Smith I/LN,1080L 
“Buzz Aldrin on His Lunar Home, the Eagle” by Marc Myers from The Wall Street Journal I/H, 1000L 
“Smooth as a Peeled Egg” from Two Sides of the Moon: Our Story of the Cold War Space Race by David 
Scott and Alexei Leonov with Christine Toomey I/H, 1020L  
Preface from Flight: My Life in Mission Control by Christopher C. Kraft, Jr. and James L. Schefter I/LN, 
930L  
“You Are Here” from Pale Blue Dot by Carl Sagan I/LN, 1360L  
Remarks by the President at Medal of Freedom Ceremony by Barack Obama (in “Katherine Johnson: 
Trailblazer and Brilliant Mathematician”) I/H, 960L  
“The nearly forgotten story of the black women who helped land a man on the moon” by Stephanie Merry 
from The Washington Post (in “Katherine Johnson: Trailblazer and Brilliant Mathematician”) I/H, 1030L  
“Life on Mars to Become a Reality in 2023, Dutch Firm Claims” by Karen McVeigh from The Guardian I/H, 
1330L  
“What the Moon Rocks Tell Us” from National Geographic by Kenneth F. Weaver I/S&T, 1290 
Extra Texts 
 “Stars” by Robert Frost L/P  
Excerpt from The War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells L/S  
Excerpt from A History of US 10: All the People Since 1945 by Joy Hakim I/H 

 
 

Unit 7 Student Learning Objectives 



Overall Learning Outcomes 

Students will know... 
•​ Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
•​ Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing 
relationships among ideas. 
•​ Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences. 
•​ Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their function in particular 
sentences. 
•​ Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 
•​ Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and 
redundancy. 
•​ Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 
•​ Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives 
•​ Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mood. 
•​ Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 

 
 
 

Unit 7 Assessments 
 

Formative:  
●​ Do-Nows 
●​ Literature responses/circles 
●​ Cooperative learning groups 
●​ Book talks 
●​ Vocabulary assessments 
●​ Open-ended questions 
●​ Anecdotal Notes 
●​ Exit/Admit Slips 
●​ Peer/Self Assessments 
●​ Reading/Writing Conferences 
●​ Writing Portfolio 
●​ Speeches 
●​ Graphic organizers/Venn Diagrams 
●​ Timed reading/writing 
●​ Writing assignments 
●​ Rubrics 
●​ Journal responses 
●​ Class discussions 
●​ Peer conferences  
●​ Questioning 
●​ Oral presentations 
●​ Powerpoint/Prezi presentations 
●​ Individual Whiteboards 
●​ Book reviews 
●​ Debates 

 
Summative: 

●​ Common Unit / Marking Period Assessment 
●​ End-of-unit or chapter tests 



●​ Writing portfolio 
●​ Writing assessments/essays 
●​ NJSLA ELA 
●​ Oral presentations 

 
Benchmark: 

●​ Common Unit / Marking Period Assessment 
●​ Speaking and Listening/Research-based speeches 
●​ NJSLA ELA 

 
 


