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Since 1979, Mid-Peninsula High School, an independent co-educational college preparatory school, has delivered 
a highly personalized education through a community that fosters intellectual curiosity, personal growth, and a 
sense of accountability. We practice, reflect on, and live by our core values of respect, kindness, responsibility, 
and belonging. In doing so, our Mid-Pen community creates a high school experience that is grounded in trust, 
and where students are beautifully positioned to discover their potential and develop the authentic confidence to 
feel at home in the world.

School

Class of 2026 GPA Stats

Mid-Pen is an intentionally relational school. Teachers and staff meet students where they are and encourage 
them to grow in confidence and curiosity. In small classes, often taught seminar style, teachers see students and 
understand how to support their success in academically challenging courses. Students thrive with teachers who 
require them to engage, think critically, collaborate, and lead. From their Mid-Pen experience, our students list 
“good student-professor relationships” among the top criteria in their college searches. 

Teachers

Senior Class Size: 33 | Mean GPA: 3.2
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Mid-Pen students participate. 
In our small school, it’s student interest and involvement 
that propel and sustain the programs we are known for. 
On top of their full course load, the typical Mid-Pen 
student plays two sports, is active in at least one club or 
affinity space, participates in a music ensemble, theater, 
or theater tech, and says yes to requests for volunteers. 
From this broad and deep involvement, students 
become leaders who create our culture of belonging 
and pride. 
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The foundation of student success, Core Advisory, ensures that every student is connected with a dedicated 
faculty mentor and advocate. Meeting four times a week, Core advisors provide academic guidance, and 
students build life-long communication and advocacy skills. Students seek input, feel support, and build trusting 
relationships. In 9th grade Core, students learn how to engage in the school community and navigate the 
classroom environment as new high schoolers. After freshman year, students join mixed grade Cores where they 
stay with the same advisor through senior year. 

Core

Our Learning Support Team (LST) works directly with students, introducing tools and advocacy skills to reinforce 
their learning independence. In addition, the LST supports classroom teachers to adopt methods that help all 
students access content and deepen understanding. The hallmark of every Mid-Pen graduate is keen awareness 
of their strengths and learning style, and fluency in the resources they use to reach their academic potential.

Learning Support



Courses Offered
Courses with an Honors Option are indicated (H)

English
English I
English II (H)
English III (H)
English IV (H)
Gender Studies (H)
Socratic Seminar
Advanced Composition

History
World Studies I
World Studies II (H)
US History (H)
Current Events
Educational Studies
Latin America Studies
Honors Senior Elective

Math
Algebra I
Aglebra II
Geometry
Pre-calculus w/ Trigonometry (H)
Statistics (H)
Calculus

Science
Biology
Environmental Science
Chemistry
Physics
Honors Biotechnology

Visual & Performing Arts
Art I: Introduction to Art
Art II
Digital Arts
Music Ensemble
Studio Ensemble
Honors Studio Art

World Language
American Sign Language I
American Sign Language II
American Sign Language III
American Sign Language IV
Spanish I
Spanish II
Spanish III
Spanish IV

Physical Education
PE Class
Sports teams: Basketball, Tennis, 
Cross Country, Track & Field, 
Soccer, Volleyball

Mid-Peninsula High School uses 
a 4.0 grading scale in all courses 
which are factored equally in 
a student’s GPA. Grades are 
not weighted for advanced or 
honors courses, so the maximum 
possible GPA is 4.0.

Grading

Scale Letter 
Grade

Equivalent Points 
on a 4.0 Scale

94-100 A 4.0

90-93 A- 3.7

86-89 B+ 3.3

83-85 B 3.0

80-82 B- 2.7

76-79 C+ 2.3

73-75 C 2.0

70-72 C- 1.7

66-69 D+ 1.3

63-65 D 1.0

60-62 D- 0.7

0-59 F 0

Our students excel in the visual and performing arts. 
Whether in the studio art classroom, the music lab, or the 
theatre workshop, students develop technical skills, dive 
deeply into the practice of art, and become informed 
art critics. In particular, music students thrive with unique 
opportunities to compose and record music in our well-
known Music Ensemble program. Through multiple 
performances and exhibitions during the year on campus 
and in professional venues, our students are comfortable 
taking creative risks in front of an audience. We see this 
confidence in the classroom and in school assemblies where 
students are strong presenters.

Creative Arts

Course Credits

English 40

History 30

Mathematics 30

Science: 1 year life,
1 year physical

20

World Language: 2 
years of the same

20

Visual or Performing 
Arts

10

Physical Education 20

Electives 45

Graduation Requirements



Shelley Willig
College Counselor
shelley@mid-pen.org
(650) 321-1991 x 134

1340 Willow Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025
Mid-Peninsula High School

www.mid-pen.org
650.321.1991

Karen Eshoo
Head of School
karen@mid-pen.org
(650) 321-1991 x 131

Through our immersive enrichment opportunities, like DragonWeek or our Service Learning Program, students 
begin to see themselves in the context of a bigger world and consider their role within it. They might spend time 
talking with an immigration lawyer, making dinner for 20 peers and teachers, learning about coral reefs in Cozumel, 
or serving on a restorative justice advisory board. Chaperones return with stories about students adapting to the 
flow of the day and connecting with locals who they encounter along the way. Outside of our school community, 
adults are impressed with students’ curiosity and how they engage others with kindness and respect.

Community Engagement

Augustana College
Aurora University
Ball State University
Bard College
Beacon College
Belmont University
Berklee College of Music
Boise State University
Boston University
Brandeis University
Cabrio Community College
Cal Poly Humboldt 
Cal Poly Pomona
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
Cal State East Bay
California College of the Arts
Cañada College
Chapman University
Chico State University
Clark University
Clarkson University
College of San Mateo
Colorado School of Mines
Colorado State University
Concordia University 
CSU Monterey Bay
Dean College
Denver University
DePaul University
Dominican University
Drexel University
Eckerd College
Elon University
Emerson College
Fairfield University
Fordham University
Gonzaga University
Hofstra University

Juniata College
Kalamazoo College
Knox College
Laguna College of Art & Design 
Lasell University 
Lesley University
Lewis & Clark College
Loyola Marymount University
Lynn University
McDaniel College
Mercyhurst College
Miami University
Michigan State University
Middlebury College
Mitchell College
Moore College of Art & Design
Muhlenberg College
New York University
Northeastern
Oberlin College
Occidental College
Oregon Institute of Technology
Pratt Institute 
Purdue University
Reed College
Ringling College of Art & Design
Rochester Institute of Technology
Sacramento State University
San Diego State University
San Francsico State University
San Jose State University
Santa Clara University
Seattle University
Simon Fraser University
Smith College
St. Mary’s College of California
Syracuse University
Tufts University

UC Berkeley
UC Merced
UC Riverside
UC Santa Cruz
University of Arizona
University of Colorado
University of Idaho
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst

University of Minnesota
University of Nevada, Reno
University of New Mexico
University of Oregon
University of Pittsburgh
University of Puget Sound
University of Redlands
University of San Francisco
University of Southern California
University of the Pacific
University of Vermont
Vassar University
Wesleyan University
Western Oregon University
Western Washington University
Whitman College
Widener University
Willamette University

Bolded colleges indicate where students have matriculated.

College Acceptances 2022-2025

Mid-Peninsula High School is accredited by the California Association of Independent Schools, the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges, and is a member of the National Association of Independent Schools.


