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What is Children of the Setting Sun Productions?

Children of the Setting Sun Productions (CSSP) is an Indigenous-led non-profit located in
Bellingham, Washington on the ancestral homelands of the Lummi and Nooksack peoples.

In 1930, Frank Hillaire formed Children of the Setting Sun Song and Dance Group, despite the
outlawing of native dance, song, and regalia by the U.S. Government. Before his passing, the
great-grandfather left instructions to his descendants to, “Keep My Fires Burning!”

Darrell Hillaire followed these instructions and formed Children of the Setting Sun Productions in
2016 where he leads projects based upon his lifetime relationships with the many elders,
leaders, and youth within the Coast Salish Territory.

The purpose of CSSP is to educate, share history, create understanding, and change
perceptions across cultural differences. Our work contributes to a paradigm shift underway, in
favor of historical truth and eventual rights realization of Indigenous peoples.

Why are we doing the Treaty Day Film Festival?

What is a treaty?

On January 22, 1855, the United States and the Lummi Nation signed the Point Elliott Treaty.

A treaty is a promise made to one another by two equal groups. It is a compact that defines the
ways the two groups will live together in harmony. Each party who signed the treaty promised to
live by it forever -- for all future generations. Treaty Day is an important part of ALL of our
history.

What is the festival about?

CSSP is hosting the 5" Annual Treaty Day Film Festival on January 18-21, 2023. What was
once a single day event, has turned into a four-day festival to share powerful films with more
people and increase the impact on our community. In addition to a variety of features and shorts
by and about Indigenous people, each event will include an opening ceremony with traditional
dancers and song.
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The festival will center around CSSP’s latest documentary, Our Sacred Obligation. This inspiring
film focuses on preserving the lifeway of the Salmon People and the importance of dam removal
for the survival of salmon.

CSSP would like to support schools and teachers in implementing the Since Time Immemorial:
Tribal Sovereignty in Washington State mandate passed in 2015. The Treaty Day Film Festival
offers creative and educational content to encourage conversations and build relationships in
support of the mandate.

January 18: For our Tribal community and hosted at the Silver Reef Casino. Admission and
shacks will be provided at no cost.

January 19 and 20: For 7th grade students in our community and hosted at the Pickford Film
Center. Admission and transportation will be provided at no cost. The goal is to reach as many
students as possible to offer creative and educational content to encourage conversations and
build relationships in support of the Since Time Immemorial mandate.

January 21: For the general public and hosted at the Pickford Film Center. Shorts Program
starts at 10AM and Feature Program starts at 12:45PM, each program costs $10.

Who will students be welcomed by at the festival?

CSSP Young Tribal Leaders will greet and emcee each day of the festival. The Westshore
Canoe Family will begin each day with an opening and blessing ceremony. The opening and
blessing ceremony is intended to ground participants in a space of storytelling and learning.
Welcoming ceremonies are necessary to ground the participants and organizers in a space of
harmony to allow for powerful exchanges of sharing and learning.

The Westshore Canoe Family, an Inter-Tribal singing and dancing group, was founded in 2006
by Antone George, a descendant from the Snoqualmie Tribe. The Westshore Canoe Family
works to share Indigenous knowledge, songs, and dances with children, grandchildren and
those who feel called to join. The group is composed of members from birth to elder with an
open-door policy to welcome everyone who wants to learn and serves as a place for those
seeking a community centered around Indigenous values, safety, learning, and community.

Darrell Hillaire  C1360.410.1695 f W [© 3/ ChildrenSSP

Executive Director dhillaire@settingsunproductions.org settingsunproductions.org



Children
of the Setting Sun

create.share.educate

For Teachers:
Related Background from OSPI STI Curriculum WA State specific (4th and 7th grade):

The Treaty Trail: U.S.-Indian Treaties in the Pacific Northwest WA St Historical Society
Resources
On Sovereignty Article by Carol Craig and Shana Brown and On Sovereignty in Spanish

Tribal Regions Wa St Map Prior to 1855
Treaty Ceded WA St Map

STI Essential Questions related to Treaty Day Film Festival:
1. How does physical geography affect Northwest Tribes' culture, economy, and where they
choose to settle and trade?
2. What is the legal status of the Tribes who “negotiated” or who did not enter into United
States treaties?
3. What were the political, economic, and cultural forces that led to the treaties?

Learning Goals from STI curriculum: Students understand...

Names and locations of local sovereign tribal nations

Responsibility that local tribes have with the earth and the Creator

Northwest tribes view of the salmon as sacred and paramount to cultural survival

Essential Concepts: Treaties, Sovereignty

Treaty Day Suggested Guiding Questions for Teachers
Film 1: CSSP Treaty Day

0 min
What does homeland mean to you?
What do you already know about sovereignty?
What do you already know about treaties?

0 -4 min
What do you notice and wonder?
What are you learning about tribal sovereignty?
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https://www.washingtonhistory.org/education/educators/curriculum/treaty-trail/treaty-trail-background-readings/
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/indianed/tribalsovereignty/elementary/waelementary/waelementaryunit1/level1-materials/1onsovereigntyarticle.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/indianed/tribalsovereignty/elementary/waelementary/waelementaryunit1/level1-materials/1onsovereigntyarticle-SV.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/indianed/tribalsovereignty/elementary/waelementary/waelementaryunit1/level2-materials/map-nwtribalregionsbefore1855.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/indianed/tribalsovereignty/elementary/waelementary/waelementaryunit1/level1-materials/map-treatycededareas.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVCo2Mp2di0&t=19s
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What are you learning about treaties between sovereign nations and the US government?

4 min - 10 min

What are you learning about the Treaty of Point Elliott of 18557

What rights were promised or reserved? What were some of the concerns?

How did life change after the signing of the treaties? What were the impacts on land, rights,
and religion?

12 min - 17 min

Why is it important for everyone to learn about treaties in Whatcom County and the State of
Washington?

What is a sacred place or cultural site? What is an example from your culture? Another
culture?

17 min - 22 min
Why is it important to maintain cultural traditions for many communities?
Why is it important to learn about and remember our past and collective history?
Whose stories are often told in schools? Why do you think a lot of stories are not told?

22 min - 24 min
Now that you have learned more about this history, what is your responsibility?
What questions do you have? How can you learn more and share your learning with
others?

Film 2: Our Sacred Obligation

0 min

What do you already know about the influence of place and environment on culture and
communities?

What do you already know about colonization?

What do you think it means to live in balance with nature and the environment?

0 min -4 min
What are you noticing and wondering?
What was the agreement made with the creator? What is a cultural covenant?
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https://www.historylink.org/File/5637
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJKq8nWliog
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What are you learning about colonization?
Why is the year 1855 important in our history? What rights were promised?

4 min - 6 min
Why were dams created? What were some of the impacts of the dams on the environment?
What is water or river restoration? What is the approach taken by many Native
communities?
What is the significance of Salmon to many Native communities in this area?
What are the impacts of dam removal on our environment and communities?

6 min-11 min
What were some of the impacts of colonization?
Why were Native voices not heard?
What is Native resistance?

11 min
What is stewardship?
Why is this film titled Our Sacred Obligation?

Overview of History and Key Concepts:

On January 22, 1855, the United States of America entered into the Treaty of Point Elliot, an
agreement with the Lummi Nation and many other Tribal Nations of the greater Puget Sound
region in the recently formed Washington Territory. In the U.S. a treaty is considered ‘the
supreme law of the land’. The Treaty of Point Elliot is one of about thirteen treaties between the
U.S. and Tribal Nations in what is now Washington State. On that day, representatives from
sovereign nations came together in Mukilteo and made agreements to one another about how
their respective peoples would share the land and resources of this region -- land that had been
the traditional homelands of the Lummi and other Coast Salish people for more than 150
generations. The agreement they signed is called the Point Elliott Treaty.

A sovereign nation refers to a group of people who live within a defined territory according to a
defined system of government, and who are neither dependent on or subjected to any other
power or state. A sovereign nation has the capacity to enter into binding agreements with other
sovereign nations.
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A treaty is a promise made to one another by two equal groups. It is a compact that defines

the ways those two groups will live together in harmony. On January 22, 1855, both sides who
signed the Point Elliott Treaty promised to live by it forever -- for all future generations. Treaty
Day is an important part of ALL of our history. It is not a Lummi Nation event. Every one of us
who lives in this region has benefited from the fact that the Lummi ancestors and our pioneer
ancestors chose to come together in peace to determine a way that we could all share this
beautiful land. As Washingtonians, we are all Treaty people. If it weren’t for treaties between the
United States and the 29 sovereign nations within the Washington territories, we would not have
become the state we are today.

WA State Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction Standards Alignment
(4th and 7th grade)

Fourth Grade Standards

Social Studies:

$S883.4.1 Draw on disciplinary concepts to explain the challenges people have faced and
opportunities they have created in addressing local, regional, and global problems at various
times and places.

$884.4.3 Identify relevant evidence that draws information from multiple sources in response to
compelling questions.

Civics:

C1.4.4 Describe and apply the key ideals of unity and diversity within the context of the State of
Washington.

C3.4.1 Recognize that tribes have lived in North America since time immemorial.

C3.4.4 Demonstrate that tribal sovereignty is “a way that tribes govern themselves in order to
keep and support their ways of life.”

C4.4.1 Recognize that civic participation involves being informed about public issues, taking
action, and voting in elections.

C4.4.3 Explain that the purpose of treaty-making is to create mutually beneficial agreements of
responsibilities and freedoms.

Economics:
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E1.4.3 Compare positive and negative incentives that influence the decisions people make.
E4.4.1 Explain how geography, natural resources, climate, and available labor contributed to the
exploitation of resources in the Pacific Northwest.

Geography:
G2.4.2 Explain how the lands that the tribes were forced to move to, changed their interactions
with the environment.

History:

H1.4.3 Explore and construct an explanation of how the growth of major tribes helps to define
the history of the Pacific Northwest prior to 1889.

H3.4.3 Explain how the events of Washington state history contributed to the different
perspectives between native and non-native people.

H4.4.1 Recognize and explain significant historical events in Washington state that have
implications for current decisions.

Seventh Grade Standards

Social Studies:
$S8851.6-8.1 Analyze positions and evidence supporting an issue or an event.
$§883.6-8.1 Engage in discussion, analyzing multiple viewpoints on public issues.

Civics:

C1.6-8.2 Explain the structure of and key ideals set forth in fundamental documents, including
the Washington state constitution and tribal treaties with the United States government.
C3.6-8.1 Analyze how societies have interacted with one another.

C3.6-8.3 Recognize that, according to the United States Constitution, treaties are “the supreme
law of the land”; consequently, treaty rights supersede most state laws.

C3.6-8.4 Explain elements of the agreements contained in one or more treaty agreements
between Washington tribes and the United States.

Economics:
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E1.6-8.3 Analyze examples of how groups and individuals have considered profit and personal
values in making economic choices in the past or present.

History:

H1.6-8.4 Analyze a major historical event and how it is represented on timelines from different
cultural perspectives, including those of indigenous people.

H1.6-8.5 Explain how themes and developments have defined eras in Washington state history
from 1854 to the present:

- Territory and treaty-making (1854-1889)

H4.6-8.2 Analyze how a historical event in Washington state history helps us to understand
contemporary issues and events.

Thank you for taking the time to learn and teach about Treaty Day.
Please don’t hesitate to contact CSSP if you wish to learn more about
this important topic or have suggestions about how we can best work

together in continuing to share and celebrate this history.
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