South Hills Middle School
PTO Meeting
September 16, 2025, 9:30am

Call to order: 9:33am

Welcome & Introductions

Principal's Report (Mr. Randy English)

o Beginning of school year updates

Guest speaker planned at each PTO meeting. Planned: BHS principal, 1A
principal, Rick West (superintendent)

Great feedback on locker open house, especially 6" graders to practice
locks.

Curriculum night — feedback good. 8" grade classrooms open up so more
chance to meet all the teachers. Trying to polish up UA experience — lots
of mingling in lobby by parents rather than meeting UA teachers.
Considering presentation style for UA in auditorium, vs. open house style
(for next year).

Chromebook deployment went well, 15t week of school. Recent upgrades
to Wi-Fi and data system in building, fewer connectivity issues.

DC Family Night — 8" grade DC trip. Wednesday, Thursday, Friday —
arrive 8am Saturday. Relatively large 8" grade class. Randy is confident
that there will be a 4" bus so that all kids can go who are interested.
iReady testing: 3 times per year, fall, winter, spring. Replaces FastBridge
— not an additional test. iReady is an adaptive test — questions change
based on answers, and tailored to each student. Math teachers giving in
Math; ELA in ELA. Tue 9/16 and Thu 9/18 math testing; ELA next week.
iReady activities may be used to supplement regular math for 504/IEP
students, but no mandatory iReady practice for all — right now just a
supplemental tool. Certain headphones don’t work; school purchased
disposable headsets for when needed.

iReady scores will be viewable directly in MiStar — under assessments.
Kids will see their scores. Testing will be first thing in the morning.
Feedback on iReady this year is welcome, as we go.

Mr. DiVito’s replacement — 1 round of interviews complete; long term sub
for now (a couple weeks). Fairly confident a hire will be finalized soon.
SHMS has a fund — originally donated as a lump sum, and only the
interest on that money can be used for scholarship purposes. So if a
student cannot fund an experience (such as DC trip), the interest in this
fund can be used for this.

o Counseling Staff introductions

6" Grade: counselor Christina Schlenker holding “minute meetings” to
meet each student. Counselor present in lunchroom, presentations to the
kids. Lots of 6" graders meeting with her already. Will pull out students in



ELA this week to meet/greet one at a time. These kids haven’t had a
counselor before.

m 7" Grade: counselor Laura Kesner also doing minute meetings during
ELA. Touch base, see how their summer was. Role is to make sure they
have a great year and are successful — always like to partner with
parents. Counselors are available to parents for any issues.

m 8" Grade: counselor Nicki Ash is having minute meetings starting next
week. Getting to know all the students. Parents please let 8" graders
know her door is always open.

m Hygiene Hut — grant from district. It has everything from lens wipes, stain
wipes, deodorant, pads/tampons, toothbrushes, hair ties, etc. Available to
all grades.

m Full group discussions with counselors — grade level meetings.
Counselors look for ways to have group conversations when appropriate,
especially when same issue is occurring with many students.

e Co-President’s Report (Lauren Canner, Corinne Babcock)
m PTO Board

Co-Presidents: Corinne Babcock & Lauren Canner
Vice President: Sarah Ming
Past President: N/A
Recording Secretary: Sarah Ming
Treasurer: Corinne Babcock
Treasurer-Elect: OPEN
e Communications: Lauren Canner
m  Committee Leads
e Fundraising: OPEN - likely not doing a lot of fundraising this year.

Have significant reserves. Plan to operate at a slight loss to use
up some of these reserves.
Staff Appreciation: Angela Hockey and Stephanie Norsted
Spiritwear: Nikole Swiatkowski
Hospitality: Angela Hockey and Stephanie Norsted
BHAC: OPEN - Liaison with district to update on sports/athletics
Performing Arts Boosters Rep: Sinan UssakiIi
Make a Difference Day: Stephanie Norsted
8" Grade Party: Ella Wish, Nicole VanHouse, Debra Janicki
Sunshine Committee: OPEN - gifts/recognition for staff (e.g. Mr.
DiVito retiring, can get him a gift). Lori Brand to lead Sunshine
Committee.

o Mr. DiVito — retiring

o Mr. O’Shaughnessy — wife having baby

o Mr. Q —wife having baby

o Ms. Deptula — maternity leave
m Dues: $40 per family, currently 80% to our goal for the year; Additional

donations are accepted



e First time ever we are at 80% of goal this early. PTO thinks Zeffy
is a nice easy platform.

e Treasurer's Report (Corinne Babcock)

o

We are starting the year will almost $29,000 in carryover funds from last school
year. In July, we brought in $1,871 from PTO dues and spent $294 related to our
PTO website. We ended the month with $30,546.

We need to vote on the PTO budget for this school year. Changes from last
year’s budget include increasing the Staff Appreciation budget from $2,000 to
$2,500 and increasing the Staff Allowance from $50 to $75 per person. We are
expecting a net loss of $2,850 but with the large carryover from last year, we still
have plenty of funds for the current year.

Because we have so much built up in our funds, we are considering other ways
to support the school (i.e. mini grants, improvements, etc).

Motion to approve — Nikole Swaikovski — operating loss of up to $2,850 in
budget. Sarah Ming seconded. Approved.

Full budget to be presented and approved at next meeting.

Will try some new fundraising ideas to see what works. Can’t do car washes in
any buildings (district policy). North Hills has a school store — we could in theory
have one in an empty space. Have to be conscious of how much we are asking
for donations from families. Randy does not allow high school students to do
fundraising sales for this reason.

Randy says we can do sales at sporting events — water, snacks, etc.

Varsity Shop gives back $3/item sold to SHMS PTO. Varsity Shop wonderful to
work with — make life easy. Consider making a Spirit Week item(s) to sell ahead
of Spirit Week.

e Closing Remarks

o

o

Save the Date: November 7" — Dance. Likely 6pm start
m  Mr. English loved the DJ up top — will keep that
m  Will consider changing snack area so that snacks (and water) are not
allowed in the auditorium. Lots of issues last year with kids spraying
water.
Next PTO Meeting: October 14™ at 9:30am

Meeting Adjourned 10:31am
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