
Open Enrollment 2026-27 School Year

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENTS



Board Policy 509 Open Enrollment

● Open Enrollment provides non-resident families the 
opportunity to attend SoWashCo Schools.

● SoWashCo Schools follows Minnesota statute 124D.03 
Enrollment Options Program, in providing this 
programming option.

● Pursuant to Statute, the School Board may reject or limit 
applications for enrollment through a resolution.



Open Enrollment- Current Enrollment



Elementary
● KG – 2
● 1st – 2
● 2nd – 1
● 3rd – 2
● 4th – 1

Open Enrollment Wait List

*There has been “several” families that have asked about 
open enrollment for secondary grades but never applied 
knowing we were closed to open enrollment.

Middle School
● 6th – 11
● 7th – 8
● 8th – 5

High School
● 9th – 16
● 10th – 7
● 11th – 3
● 12th – 4



Resolution Limiting Open Enrollment and Adopting Standards for 
Accepting and Rejecting Open Enrollment Applications

● The number of nonresident students who seek to enroll at any 
grade level under the Enrollment Options Act may be limited as 
long as it has reached:
○ 1 % of the total enrollment at that grade level in SoWashCo 

Schools; or 
○ The number of school district resident students at that grade 

level enrolled in a nonresident school district under the 
Enrollment Options Act.

● SoWashCo Schools will also reject an application for open 
enrollment into a program, class, or school building if the 
capacity of the program, class or school building has been 
reached.



Resolution - Capacity

The capacity of a program, class, or school building is reached when 
the acceptance of an additional student would require any of the 
following: 

1. The utilization of additional physical space for the program, class 
or school building to function properly, provided that the additional 
space is not readily available;

2. The addition of a staff member to adequately address the needs of 
the students in that program, class, or building; or

3. A material change to the program, class or school building that 
would adversely affect the quality of the education provided in that 
program, class or school building.



Resolution - Defining Capacity

● Armstrong Elementary - Capacity: 506
● Bailey Elementary - Capacity: 683
● Cottage Grove Elementary - Capacity: 632
● Crestview Elementary - Capacity: 607
● Grey Cloud Elementary - Capacity: 759
● Hillside Elementary - Capacity: 556
● Liberty Ridge Elementary - Capacity: 910
● Middleton Elementary - Capacity: 759
● Newport Elementary - Capacity: 379
● Nuevas Fronteras - Capacity: 556
● Pine Hill Elementary - Capacity: 506
● Pullman Elementary - Capacity: 481
● Red Rock Elementary - Capacity: 683
● Royal Oaks Elementary - Capacity: 582
● Valley Crossing Elementary - Capacity: 733
● Woodbury Elementary - Capacity: 632

● Cottage Grove Middle School - Capacity: 1,208
● Lake Middle School - Capacity: 1,188
● Oltman Middle School - Capacity: 1,294
● Woodbury Middle School - Capacity: 1,218
● East Ridge High School - Capacity: 2,302
● Park High School - Capacity: 2,059
● Woodbury High School - Capacity: 1,925

The Board makes the following findings regarding the maximum capacity (enrollment) of
buildings:

*The capacity numbers listed assume the 
construction continues to track on-schedule, 
with spaces delivered at the prescribed dates. 

*For the 27/28 school year a new capacity 
study will be done to account for additions, 
remodels, special education needs, pre-K, 
staffing ratios, and general building operation.  



Resolution - Defining Capacity

● When an elementary or middle school reaches 95% capacity it 
shall be closed to open enrollment.

● When a high school reaches 100% capacity it shall be closed to 
open enrollment.



Open Enrollment Timeline

● Applications are accepted Dec. 1 - Jan. 15 (4 p.m.)

● Any applications received after Jan. 15 will receive the next 
number on the waitlist

● Decision letters will be mailed to families by Feb. 15



Questions?
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