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Individuals and Societies US History 

Unit title Unit 4- Sectionalism, Civil War, and Reconstruction Unit duration (hours) 13.5  Hours 

Mastering Content and Skills through INQUIRY (Establishing the purpose of the Unit):  What will students learn? 

GA DoE Standards 

Standards 

SSUSH8 Explore the relationship between slavery, growing north-south divisions, and westward expansion that led to the outbreak of the Civil War. 
a. Explain the impact of the Missouri Compromise on the admission of states from the Louisiana Territory. 
b. Examine James K. Polk’s presidency in the fulfillment of Manifest Destiny including the Texas annexation and Oregon. 
c. Analyze the impact of the Mexican War on growing sectionalism. 
d. Explain how the Compromise of 1850 arose out of territorial expansion and population growth. 
e. Evaluate the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the failure of popular sovereignty, Scott v. Sanford, John Brown’s Raid on Harpers Ferry, and the election of 1860 as events leading to the Civil War. 
SSUSH9 Evaluate key events, issues, and individuals related to the Civil War 
a. Explain the importance of the growing economic disparity between the North and the South through an examination of population, functioning railroads, and industrial output. 
b. Discuss Lincoln’s purpose in using emergency powers to suspend habeas corpus, issuing the Emancipation Proclamation, and delivering the Gettysburg and Second Inaugural Addresses. 
c. Examine the influences of Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, William T. Sherman, and Jefferson Davis. 
d. Explain the importance of Fort Sumter, Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg, and Atlanta, as well as the impact of geography on these battles. 
SSUSH10 Identify legal, political, and social dimensions of Reconstruction. 
a. Compare and contrast Presidential Reconstruction with Congressional Reconstruction, including the significance of Lincoln’s assassination and Johnson’s impeachment. 
b. Investigate the efforts of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands (the Freedmen’s Bureau) to support poor whites, former slaves, and American Indians. 
c. Describe the significance of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth amendments. 
d. Explain the Black Codes, the Ku Klux Klan, and other forms of resistance to racial equality during Reconstruction. 
e. Analyze how the Presidential Election of 1876 marked the end of Reconstruction. 

 

Published: 10,2025  Resources, materials, assessments not linked to SGO or unit planner will be reviewed at the local school level. 



 
Concepts/Skills to be Mastered by Students 

Information Processing Skills: 

1. compare similarities and differences 
2.organize items chronologically 
3. identify issues and/or problems and alternative solutions 
4.distinguish between fact and opinion 
identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, and cause and effect in a social studies context 
6.identify and use primary and secondary sources  
9. construct charts and tables 
11.draw conclusions and make generalizations ​
17. interpret political cartoons 

Map and Globe Skills: 
7. use a map to explain impact of geography on historical and current events 
8. draw conclusions and make generalizations based on information from maps ​
11. compare maps with data sets (charts, tables, graphs) and /or readings to draw conclusions and make generalizations 

 
Literacy Skills: 

L11-12RHSS2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and 
ideas. 
L11-12RHSS4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a 
text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10) 
 
 L11-12WHST1: Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content 
L11-12WHST2: Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

Essential Questions 

Factual— ​
Why were the Northern states in a better position to fight the Civil War?​
Why did the President and Congress disagree over Reconstruction? 

Conceptual— ​
How did the growth of Sectionalism lead to the outbreak of the Civil War?​
How did the United States fulfill Manifest Destiny?​
How did individuals influence the Civil War? 

Published: 10,2025  Resources, materials, assessments not linked to SGO or unit planner will be reviewed at the local school level. 



 

Debatable-​
How does conflict within a society result in change?​
How did location, individuals, and groups impact the Civil War conflict?​
How did the Reconstruction period influence American history? 

On-Level Assessment Tasks  

List of common formative and summative assessments. 

Formative Assessment(s): 

Unit 4 CFA  

Summative Assessment(s): 

Unit 4 Summative in Performance Matters 

Honors Assessment Tasks  

Formative Assessment(s): 

Unit 4 CFA 

Summative Assessment(s): 

Unit 4 Summative in Performance Matters 

 

On-Level Learning Experiences 

Objective or Content Learning Experiences Personalized Learning and 
Differentiation 

SSUSH9 Evaluate key events, issues, and 
individuals related to the Civil War 
a. Explain the importance of the growing 
economic disparity between the North and the 

Gagoola vs. Tangmania (Civil War simulation) 
-​ Understanding importance of resources, geography, strategy to Civil War 

Individualized instruction (remediation 
or enrichment) will be based on IEPs, 
Gifted and/or 504 documentation. 

Published: 10,2025  Resources, materials, assessments not linked to SGO or unit planner will be reviewed at the local school level. 



 
South through an examination of population, 
functioning railroads, and industrial output. 
d. Explain the importance of Fort Sumter, 
Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg, and Atlanta, 
as well as the impact of geography on these 
battles. 

All for Unit USH EOC Review Guide for Students  USH EOC Review Activity for Students 
Students will use information in the review guides and in class to complete tasks aligned to the 
GSE. 

Individualized instruction (remediation 
or enrichment) will be based on IEPs, 
Gifted and/or 504 documentation. 

Honors Learning Experiences 

Objective or Content Learning Experiences Personalized Learning and 
Differentiation 

Reconstruction Era 
 

Students in small groups will answer the questions below and place information on google slides 
or powerpoint, followed by a class-wide discussion. 
 
Research Questions: 

●​ How did Reconstruction succeed in its goals and where did it fail (provide specific 
examples)? 

●​ In what ways did the political, social, and economic changes during Reconstruction lay 
the groundwork for future conflicts (ex rise of Jim Crow, civil rights movements)? 

●​ What lasting impacts of Reconstruction can we still see in US society today? 

Teacher will provide an overview of 
content,  guided instruction, additional 
time, and peer to peer support.  

Reconstruction Era 
 

Reflective Journal Activity: 
Students will connect the themes of Reconstruction to modern issues using the writing prompt” 
How do the debates over voting rights and civil rights today reflect the unresolved issues of the 
Reconstruction Era? 

Teacher will provide an overview of 
content, guided instruction, additional 
time, and peer to peer support.  

Sectionalism & Civil War  Sectionalism & Civil War:  
Students in small groups will complete a review of Union vs the Confederacy examining maps, 
speeches, and differences between the North and South.  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ey20Jo72R25riUlzWQIl6Irn8rqHrGQgl5mPBmaPnvI/pr
eview 

Teacher will provide an overview of 
content,  guided instruction, additional 
time, and peer to peer support.  

Published: 10,2025  Resources, materials, assessments not linked to SGO or unit planner will be reviewed at the local school level. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZwbXPl4QmmUPm3QxFL1ysh6NsnxnNwymYCSRigxCMlk/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JCEVbmAtk67Tj8RisEmjb0DiQNqN-UgggIYIFmD_5Eo/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ey20Jo72R25riUlzWQIl6Irn8rqHrGQgl5mPBmaPnvI/preview
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ey20Jo72R25riUlzWQIl6Irn8rqHrGQgl5mPBmaPnvI/preview


 
Civil War, Reconstruction, and Civil Rights  Visual Timeline Activity: 

Students in small groups  will create a visual timeline showing the progression from 
Reconstruction to the Civil Rights Movement, highlighting key turning points in US History 
regarding racial equality and federal power.  

Teacher will provide an overview of 
content,  guided instruction, additional 
time, and peer to peer support.  

Content Resources 

On-Level 
 

 
– Sectionalism: Book Project Unit 4A Book 

– https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-T4VHVli9T2I1lOyxjtCTlBCRVnjW3vQcQc11U9D5xc/

 
 Unit 4B Book 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ye6C7BbH_14lOmP3JChfczud7C-4_cfj7ZWO6sXG-jM/edi
t 
 
 
SSUSH 8 Packet and Review Packet 
 
SSUSH 8 Questions 
 
SSUSH 9 Packet 
 
SSUSH 9 Questions 
 
SSUSH 10 Packet 
 
SSUSH 10 Questions 
 
Readings and Document Analysis 
 
Support Resources 

DoE US History Inspire Site 

Honors 
Fakebook Assignment 
Fakebook Template and Example - Google Slides 
 
 
Crash Course US History  
Civil War Part 1:  The Civil War, Part I: Crash Course US History #20

Civil war Part 2:  The Civil War Part 2: Crash Course US History #21

Reconstruction:  Reconstruction and 1876: Crash Course US History #22
 
New Visions Curriculum: 
https://curriculum.newvisions.org/social-studies  
 
DBQ Civil War Activities 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ey20Jo72R25riUlzWQIl6Irn8rqHrGQgl5mPBmaPn
vI/preview 
 

Published: 10,2025  Resources, materials, assessments not linked to SGO or unit planner will be reviewed at the local school level. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rY9zHNOjGrs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GzTrKccmj_I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nowsS7pMApI
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-T4VHVli9T2I1lOyxjtCTlBCRVnjW3vQcQc11U9D5xc/edit
https://drive.google.com/open?id=13UloQnxdeGEScwldbN7WFW1bKqEOA7qt
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ye6C7BbH_14lOmP3JChfczud7C-4_cfj7ZWO6sXG-jM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ye6C7BbH_14lOmP3JChfczud7C-4_cfj7ZWO6sXG-jM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1APS8ppp8-vtgy5tgB3NRLL7N9vz-KT7t/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112125371121333258826&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nOQnzYe-JCsOMxF4BNR2LjnhfoKz_hNI/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112125371121333258826&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ddOZxXa8Q2zlk2Yna0vV5ruQqPjujEU_/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112125371121333258826&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qUs_zSS9Hkn9P4zCpSjdfEXHYy_EOloP/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112125371121333258826&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VoDPut2LvbKhP2mNMhTWA_4LmhZTOCWp/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112125371121333258826&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mSGsO6X8BMQ9QmY7hENRsw1zBh0X_rwt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112125371121333258826&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k7pLqvd5qKf-Fv9qqH5fE7LsZ-fiZIIP/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112125371121333258826&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://inspire.gadoe.org/course/45.081/0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iqKj097H5QyR5lU9vzpSz4d8l9nFRSgXJs5NQKZU1qg/edit#slide=id.g2f72ed8f936_0_0
https://curriculum.newvisions.org/social-studies
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ey20Jo72R25riUlzWQIl6Irn8rqHrGQgl5mPBmaPnvI/preview
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ey20Jo72R25riUlzWQIl6Irn8rqHrGQgl5mPBmaPnvI/preview


 
DoE  US History Milestone Study Guide 
DoE US History Milestone Achievement Level Descriptors for Parents 
US History Teacher Notes 
US History Student Notes/Text 
Discovery Education Experience (searchable by subject- login required: student Google Email) 
 
4A Activities 

SSUSH8 Vocabulary and definitions 
SSUSH8 Infographic Activity 
SSUSH8 Venn Diagram 
SSUSH8 b - e: timeline with leveled activities and questions 

 
4B Activities 

SSUSH9 Vocabulary Introduction and mind map activity 
SSUSH9a graphic organizer and DBQ 
SSUSH9b activity 
SSUSH9c graphic organizer activity 
SSUSH9d battles graphic organizer 
SSUSH 9 c and d exit ticket questions 
 

 

 

 

Published: 10,2025  Resources, materials, assessments not linked to SGO or unit planner will be reviewed at the local school level. 

https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/12385fd1-91e6-410b-b411-1886d61ac50d/1/GM_USHist_StudyGuide.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/Milestones/ALD/Parent_Friendly_ALD/GA_Milestones_ALDs_for_Parents-US_History.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cPmp9SSQyjpYIvS-ysqbQ_ekQm376M1m/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZwbXPl4QmmUPm3QxFL1ysh6NsnxnNwymYCSRigxCMlk/edit?usp=drive_link
https://accounts.google.com/o/oauth2/auth/oauthchooseaccount?response_type=code&client_id=642688597753.apps.googleusercontent.com&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fgoogle.discoveryeducation.com%2Foauth2%2Fauthorized&scope=openid%20email%20profile&state=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzUxMiIsImtpZCI6IjIifQ.eyJleHAiOjE2OTI2ODAzOTksImlhdCI6MTY5MjYzNzI5NiwibmJmIjoxNjkyNjM3Mjk2LCJpc3MiOiJvYXV0aDJfY2xpZW50LnNpZ25pbiIsImF1ZCI6Im9hdXRoMl9jbGllbnQuYXV0aG9yaXplZCIsInYiOjIsImJjdiI6MSwidHlwIjowLCJzZXNzaW9uX2lkZW50IjoiU0VGMEI5NkYwMTFGQTQ4N0JCNjZBMTQwNjU5MDQzREU3MEY3Njg0NDBBNEUyODM1RkEwREIzMDlFQzdGOERDOTEiLCJ1ZyI6bnVsbCwic3VidG9rIjoiYmVSdmVoQnMiLCJkYXRhIjp7Im5leHQiOiJodHRwczovL2dvb2dsZS5kaXNjb3ZlcnllZHVjYXRpb24uY29tIiwib2F1dGgyX3R5cGUiOiJnb29nbGUiLCJzc29fZG9udF9hc2tfYWdhaW4iOjB9fQ.QcsCB-VBVgjhvBbRPipOsQflyPznnREAvJZoFBk0vG77ba7yasLHX9J5CwdYq-kA0dlbDTj5zLT_s5JXxXOWAQ&prompt=select_account&nonce=qXG6uMtdJDMckyVQDEuV&service=lso&o2v=1&flowName=GeneralOAuthFlow
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NF0ygwi6ALK_4HgyJNIH4D_qzF23eVNnsRHdflxyBEI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-pkXzv6YsIurnAfbatnv4StwVYadKjYooWu7094z3BE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14XbsAPXNfK882OGTv_T4XiwgQF4bH763Lf5-YOf9IBg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1gtDJCfZMajxOP7fc3RPaq8vXJZrmu1b7TxdHp9xJLPE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/163e2dX94LriOun-SFhO-uVwz16QCEcn_2w-vnMZn624/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S6yad1EGI7ACma-vVCx2bdlhvYBk2Nx_FFE2ZMfuZK0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yF70MIuYvdOD6mz6NiekFvhQgAC85HkjIGuort0yYtI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AcES3Bb2NPLTfrIKFju0E0MFPgYIgB_5cuE4763OHKg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v0iYZ0DldzBh4MoDKHLjBuJQhf4376uRFnVIkZ1D3O4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hACNjOty9Smn8xwkoWVbnEDZ8F2GcCG3GKPXwduafLc/edit?usp=sharing
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