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The Lion’s Pride

January 4, 2019

Pictures from Winter Craft Fair

Dear James John Families,

Happy 2019 to you and welcome back to
school! | hope you all enjoyed a restful
break with your families. | was able to take a
relaxing vacation with my family in Baja,
Mexico and also spend some time with my
parents in my former home of the Bay Area
in California. We are excited in 2019 for our
daughter Lilah to begin attending a pre-
school much closer to our house in NE
Portland.

Looking ahead to 2019 at James John, we
are excited about some new developments
in our facility (aka- Playground!) and also in
our classrooms and our school. | will give an
update on our playground below and we
are excited for the ribbon cutting on
Monday, January 14.

On Friday, January 18 we are happy to be
hosting a performance about the life of
Martin Luther King, Jr. presented by the
Portland Playhouse. This performance is a
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one man show presented by actor Charles
Grant highlighting the life of Dr. King. There
will be two performances at James John:
one for grades K-2 @ 8:30am and another
for grades 3-5 @ 9:45am.

Also looking forward to this month, our
monthly theme will be honesty and will be
honoring Students of the Month at our
monthly assembly on Thursday, January 31.
In addition, our next school spirit day is
Friday, February 1* and the theme will be
“Crazy Sox Day".

Also, we have postponed our Multi-Cultural
Night from January 17 to February 28. If you
would like to participate in the planning,
please attend the next PTA meeting on
Tuesday, January 15.

Here's looking forward to a great 2019!

Sincerely,

Dr. John Melvin




THE LION’S PRIDE

New Play Structure Update — Ribbon Cutting Celebration- Monday, January
14" @ 9am.

We are excited that we are nearly at the opening of our new playground. There will be a final
work party on Saturday, January 12 from 9-11am where we will spread the last wood chips and
clean the yard. At 11am there will be a playground dedication and opening of the play structure.
On Monday, January 14 @ 9am we will hold a ribbon cutting celebration with our Kinder
through 2" grade students before the first Kindergarten recess on the play structure. Parents
are invited to attend. Once again, much appreciation goes out to the James John PTA and all of
the volunteers who contributed funding and time making this playground possible.

2019-2020 Kindergarten Information/Orientation

The time has come for parents to begin the registration process for Kindergarten students
beginning in the 2019-2020 school year. James John will be holding two informational sessions
for prospective Kindergarten families; one on Tuesday, February 5 from 6-7pm and a second
on Thursday, February 7 from 8-9am. At these sessions we will share information about the
enrollment process, information about both the English and Spanish/English Dual Language
Immersion Programs and general information about Kindergarten at James John. We will also
hold two school tours on the following dates: Thursday, January 17 @ 8:00am and
Wednesday, January 30" at 8am. Please share this information with any families who will have
children entering Kindergarten in the 2019-2020 school year. For more information on the PPS
enrollment process, please visit: https.//www.pps.net/Page/2343

James John School Site Council- Next Meeting — January 23

Our next school site council meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 23 @ 6pm (correction
from last newsletter). The school site council is comprised of parents, school staff, and
administration and is designed to give input on the school's instructional program.
Congratulations to parent Rebecca Clark who was the one candidate and is the newest parent
representative on the Council. School Site Council meetings are open to all parents and Spanish
translation and childcare will be provided. For more information on James John Site Council,

please visit: https://www.pps.net/Page/3529.
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Reminder - MAP Assessments in Math and Reading- Grades 1-5 — Assessment
#2 — January 14- February 5

As | mentioned in the December newsletter, in next few weeks students in grades 1-5 will take
their 2" MAP assessment in both Reading and Math. The MAP assessment is an adaptive
computer based assessment that measures a student's proficiency in a particular subject.
Parents can gain more information about the MAP assessments from the Parent's Guide to MAP
Growth website:

https://sites.google.com/view/map-growth/for-parents

Vocal Music/Choir Coming to James John (for 4th and 5th grade)

In good news for 2019, James John will be able to offer a choir program to our 4™ and 5™ grade
students. The program will be offered through the great local organization, “Vibe of Portland”
(founded by our rockstar parent Laura Streib). The classes will be offered twice a week during
the students’ lunchtime. The program is open to any interested 4" and 5" grade student and
teachers will be informing students about how to join the program.

James John School Climate Team Report- from Debbie Nicholson

James John uses “Positive Behavior Intervention Systems” (PBIS) as a framework for developing a
positive school climate. James John Climate Team’s focus has been in 3 areas; creating a safe
environment for all, being respectful and being responsible. We remind students of the
expectations we have for their behavior in those spaces and it also serves as a reminder that all
the staff in our school are the student’s teachers. Not just their particular classroom teacher. At
James John, we expect all of our students to strive to be the very best. We aim to create a space
where all students feel respected, we teach students to take responsibility to be successful in
school and beyond. One of our tools has been the Common Area Expectation Fair (CArE Fair).
The CArE Fair does several things: It allows all students to rotate through our common spaces in
the school such as the cafeteria, bathrooms, playground, and hallways. Please help us by
emphasizing the importance of following the directions of all the staff they encounter
throughout the day. If you have any questions or suggestions for your climate team at James
John feel free to contact us. For more information on PBIS, please visit: www.pbis.org

Mr. Horrigan’s Winter Spectacular Performance
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Fun Memories from 2018

Sophia Reyes-Nunes and Alicia Nunes

Sally and Marcus Covert Dia de Los Muertos Altar
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

January 2019

9" _ PTA Coffee Talk
8:00 — 9:30 Rm. 39
11"~ PTA Family Movie Night
5:30 — 7:30 showing Smallfoot
12" — Small playground clean-up and
new play structure dedication
9:00 -11:00; dedication to follow
14™ — SUN School begins
15% - PTA Meeting
6:30-17:30

18" — assembly — Martin Luther King, Jr.

8:30 — 9:30 — Kdg, — 2™
9:45 — 10:45 — 39— 5th

KIDS HEART CHALLENGE

Our school is proud to partner with the American Heart Association to
help kids with special hearts! The Kids Heart Challenge is a way for
kids to help other kids. They do this by getting family, friends or
neighbors to agree to donate money to the American Heart Association
on their pledge form or on their web page. Each student who helps raise
money for this worthy cause can also earn Thank You gifts.

All classes will be participating in this jump rope activity during their
regular Physical Education class. The week that students will
participate in the Kids Heart Challenge is January 30'"-February 1%,
2019. On Wednesday January 30th, these classes will be jumping:
Pires, Keeler and Wolfe-Perez. On Thursday January 31%, we will
have E. Castillo, Wilcox, Fast, Lilley, Colon and M. Castillo. The
last day, Friday February 1%, will be Sammons, Rodriguez, Grillo,
Parada, Mehretab, Horrigan, Holgate and Musgnung, Please have
both money and form back to school no later than February 1, 2019,

Thank You,
Terry Schwartzkoph
PE Teacher (503-916-6266 ext. 70872)

News from the Parent Group

The Winter Craft Fair on December 17th was a smashing success! Thank you to all of the volunteers, vendors and
people who came out to shop. The funds raised by the fair will fund our ongoing efforts to support the students of

James John.

Our next movie night is January 11th and this one is special! We’ll be showing Smallfoot, a charming animated feature
about a group of Yetis who discover that humans exist. The movie will be shown in English with Spanish subtitles and
we are encouraging everyone who comes to dress in their favorite pajamas! No outside food or drink is allowed, but
we will have lots of tasty snacks available for purchase. Doors open at 5:30pm and the movie will start at 6 in the
James John auditorium. If you are able to volunteer with the movie, we could use help with setup and concession sales.
Please remember that all children watching the movie must be accompanied by an adult.

On Saturday, January 12th at 9am, we will be hosting a Playground cleanup work party at the new K-2 playground
area on the west side of the school campus. We need volunteers with brooms, rakes, and square-point shovels to help
clear the weeds, dead leaves and garbage that has accumulated around the playground. Following the work party we
will celebrate the new playground with a public dedication. At that point the new playground will be open for play!

Our next PTA meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 15th. We will have pizza in the cafeteria at 6pm with the
meeting commencing at 6:30 in the auditorium. Child care will be provided. On the agenda will be information about
our Multicultural Night and STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) Night. If you are interested in
volunteering or attending these upcoming family engagement nights, please come to the meeting for all of the details.

Finally, our new Spirit Wear T-shirts and kids hoodies are here! Visit our online store at jamesjohnpta.org/store for
information and ordering. We can’t ship the shirts, but if you order them online you can pick them up in the office or at

our PTA meeting.
Happy New Year!

Portland Public Schools recognizes the diversity and worth of all individuals and groups and their roles in society. It is the policy of the Portland Public School Board
that there will be no discrimination or harassment of individuals or groups on the grounds of age, color, creed, disability, marital status, national origin, race, religion,
sex or sexual orientation in any educational programs, activities or employment.

District Title VI &Title IX Contact: (503-916-3963)

District 504 Contact: (503-916-5460)

American Disabilities Act Contact: (503-916-3544)
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