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Welcome - Goal

Parents/Caregivers and students in middle and high school will 
gain insight into the importance of early planning, navigating the 
college admissions process, and exploring financial aid and 
scholarship opportunities to identify possible funding sources 
for college/postsecondary expenses.
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Agenda

• Welcome

• Presentations:
• Planning your future starts now: College and Career Readiness

• Presenters : CCPS Secondary School Counselor

• Career and Technical Education
• Presenter: CCPS Teaching and Learning

• Financial Aid / Scholarships
• Presenters : Champions for Learning

• Question and Answer Session

• Feedback Forms and Giveaways
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Meet Our Presenters

Ethan Striz
CCPS School Counselor
Immokalee High School

Nicole Litchko
CCPS Assistant Director
Career & Technical 
Education Programs

Tracy Jones
College Readiness Coach
Champions for Learning
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College and Career Readiness –
Planning Your Future Starts Now

Ethan Stritz
CCPS School Counselor



CCPS School 
Counselor

2025 Parent Institute
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The Power of Planning Ahead – (Counselor)

• Benefits of planning now for later success: Why future planning starts in Middle 
School

• Discover interests early (Explore hobbies, subjects or careers)
• Courses offered in Middle school allow them to connect school subjects to real-world 

applications (Examples include courses focused on computers, robotics or culinary). 

• More independence from elementary level which in turn allows them to start thinking about who 
they, what they like and what they are good at.

• Building strong habits (Habits in middle school prepare you for high school)
• Time Management/Organization

• Goal Setting

• Decision Making

• Foundation is being built (Classes and GPA)
• High School Courses offered in Middle School (Based on state testing)

• More time=more options 

• Organizations that promote and support student success
• Champions of Learning-Take Stock in Children of Collier County

• Guadalupe Program

• Immokalee Foundation



COLLIER COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 8

The Power of Planning Ahead – (Counselor)

• How early decisions shape high school and college opportunities
• GPA/Credits

• Important for students to understand the impact of taking high school courses in Middle 
School

• High School Career Academies

• https://www.collierschools.com/students-families/cte/collier-career-academies

• Dual Enrollment/AICE/AP courses

• AICE/AP courses can begin as early as 9th grade year

• Dual enrollment (earn college credit) as early as sophomore year 

• Eventually can become full-time by junior year

https://www.collierschools.com/students-families/cte/collier-career-academies
https://www.collierschools.com/students-families/cte/collier-career-academies
https://www.collierschools.com/students-families/cte/collier-career-academies
https://www.collierschools.com/students-families/cte/collier-career-academies
https://www.collierschools.com/students-families/cte/collier-career-academies
https://www.collierschools.com/students-families/cte/collier-career-academies
https://www.collierschools.com/students-families/cte/collier-career-academies
https://www.collierschools.com/students-families/cte/collier-career-academies
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Middle vs. High School Planning Timeline– 
(Counselor)

• Middle School: Focus on strong grades, study habits, and exploring interests
• 6th Grade: Explore and build habits

• Build strong academic skills (Time management, effective communication and organizational skills)

• Exploring interests (Join clubs, sports or after school programs)

• 7th Grade: Discover interests and build skills
• Get more involved in school and community

• Start thinking about high school classes and goals (High school credits taken in Middle School)

• Don’t be afraid to take challenging classes or try new electives

• Xello: Speak to a counselor about the software offered by the district that helps students discover 
post secondary education choices based on their personality, skills and knowledge.

• 8th grade: Plan for high school and set goals
• Choose a high school path that matches your interests: Ex. Immokalee high career academies

• Take initiative on learning what needed for college or technical programs. 

• Speak to counselor regarding high school classes/programs (AICE, AP, Dual enrollment etc.)

• Develop short term goals for high school and long-term goals for life after high school.  

• Tip: "Every grade counts, and every choice builds your future."
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Middle vs. High School Planning Timeline– 
(Counselor)

• High School: Stay on track for graduation and beyond—monitor credits, GPA
• 9th Grade: Lay the foundation (One of the most important but hardest years)

• Adjust to high school academics and expectations (Focus on earning strong grades)

• Get involved in extracurriculars, sports or clubs (Club Rush)

• Volunteer or participate in community service (Need 100 hours for Bright Futures)

• Work with school counselor to develop what you want your 4 years of high school too look like***

• 10th Grade: Continue to explore and build skills
• Deepen involvement in interests 

• Continue career exploration and start researching colleges/trade schools (Xello)

• PSAT/NMSQT (Qualifies for National Merit Scholarships)

• Take challenging courses if applicable (AP/AICE  or Dual enrollment

• 11th Grade: Prepare and Plan
• Start preparing applications and testing. (ACT+SAT) High Schools do offer a school day test in the spring where scores can be 

used for college entrance

• Take SAT/ACT in spring (or earlier if ready) 

• Take courses at local technical school (ITECH or Lorenzo Walker)

• Visit college campuses/look into summer internships or programs

• Start building a resume or portfolio (Work with school counselor)

• 12th Grade: Decide and Apply
• Finalize post-high school plan

• Complete applications (Common App) and financial aid (FAFSA)

• Retake the SAT/ACT if needed (early fall)

• Apply for scholarships (local, national, school-specific)

• Keep grades strong-Senior year counts
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Explore Your Career Interests – (Counselor)
• Discover Your Passion

• Think about your favorite subjects, activities or hobbies

• Match interests to careers and what they may look like in school

• Xello (District offered program)

• Found in Canvas under resources

• helps students discover relevant college, university, trade, military, and career options 
based on their personality, skills, and knowledge
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Explore Your Career Interests – (Counselor)

• Get Involved Now:

• Middle School
• clubs, athletics, volunteering, leadership roles (Use School website)

• High School
• Clubs and organizations (Use school website)

• Athletics

• Unified team sports

• Volunteer (Service Clubs like Key Club or National Honor Society)

• Internships/Job shadowing (School Counselor and parents)
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Academic Pathways: Think Beyond the Basics– 
(Counselor)

• Middle School
• Importance of finishing MS credits

• Habits we create through middle school

• Career and Technical Courses

• Entrepreneurship

• Business/Computer applications

• Health Science

• Opportunities for Advanced or High School courses in 7th/8th grade (e.g., Algebra, World Language)

• Help accelerate students so they can focus on specific courses that align with their goals

• Encouragement to rise to the challenge and build confidence early

• High School

• Don’t just meet diploma requirements—exceed them

• Basic graduation requirements does not always mean they meet college entrance requirements

• Take advantage of CTE courses offered at school

• Aviation program-students can earn their private pilot licenses by end of high school

• Law and Public Safety

• Biomedical Science

• Courses offered through ITECH and Lorenzo Walker

• Take advantage of Advanced Placement (AP), Dual Enrollment, AICE, IB, or Collegiate HS options

• Earn college early without having to pay for tuition

• Reduce future tuition

• Boosts college tuition

• Link for CTE Courses: 
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1756403526/collierschoolscom/i7fl0asj27cveuwg3rsz/CTEI
nformationGuide.pdf

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1756403526/collierschoolscom/i7fl0asj27cveuwg3rsz/CTEInformationGuide.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1756403526/collierschoolscom/i7fl0asj27cveuwg3rsz/CTEInformationGuide.pdf
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Preparing for College Admissions– (Counselor)

• Audience: High School Students 
• Types of Post Secondary Options

• State University (4 year and beyond): Public or Private universities that award bachelor’s degrees 
and offer more diverse academic programs (Examples include University of Florida, Florida State 
University). 

• 2-year colleges: Award associates degrees or certificates in specific vocational or technical fields. 
May provide a faster and less expensive path to a specific career. 

• Trade/Vocational Schools: Offer practical, hands-on training for specific careers. Programs are 
shorter and more focused programs compared to traditional college (Ex. Immokalee Technical 
College and Lorenzo Walker Technical College).

• What is best for you
• Start with Self-Reflection

• What are my interests and strengths?
• Do I prefer small or large environments?
• What kind of support do I need to succeed?

• Consider the School Type
• Look Beyond the Name

• Programs offered
• Learning environment 
• Campus Culture
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Preparing for College Admissions– (Counselor)

• Audience: High School Students 
• What Colleges Look For

• Academic Performance
• Strong GPA
• Challenging Courses (AP, AICE Honors or Dual Enrollment)
• State System of Florida

• Low End GPA: 3.12-3.88
• Middle: 3.4-4.0
• High End GPA: 4.1-4.7

• Test Scores
• SAT or ACT

• Low End: SAT: 1010-1180/ACT: 19-24
• Middle: SAT: 1110-1220/ACT: 23-26
• High End: SAT: 1260-1410/ACT: 28-32

• Extracurricular Activities  
• Clubs, Sports, volunteering etc.
• Opportunities that demonstrate leadership, commitment and passion. 

• Personal Qualities
• Show in essays, interviews and recommendations
• Colleges want to hear your voice (who you are, what matters to you)
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Preparing for College Admissions– (Counselor)

• Audience: High School Students 
• Parent Involvement

• Stay informed and engaged
• Attend conferences, back to school nights and parent info sessions
• Help with campus visits or mentorship program

• Help with planning and organization
• Encourage use of calendars, planners and goal-setting
• Track important deadlines (Tests, college apps, FAFSA)

• Support Academics
• Encourage good study habits and time management
• Make sure your son or daughter know the importance behind their academics

• Talk about the future
• Discussions about college, careers and life goals (early and often)
• Be a part of the process for life after high school

• Understand Financial Aid and Scholarships
• Learn about FAFSA and scholarship opportunities 
• Attend financial aid workshops together

• Encourage, Don’t Pressure
• Celebrate effort and progress
• Stressful time of child’s life
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Set Goals, Stay Focused– (Counselor)

• Make a Plan – and Adjust as You Grow
• Short-term goals (grades, joining a club, trying a new class)
• Long-term goals (graduate with honors, attend college, start a business)

• Goals with purpose are easier to stick to

• Big goals=Small steps

• Use SMART Goals (Smart, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, Time Bound)

• Your Future is Built One Choice at a Time
• Know your why: What motivates you-college, a dream job, your future
• Create a routine for success

• Set regular homework and study times

• Limit distractions

• Stay positive and Keep Going
• Everyone gets off track sometimes-Just refocus and keep trying

• Celebrate progress, not just perfection

• Don’t be afraid to pivot—stay open to new opportunities
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Middle and High School Academies

Nicole Litchko
CCPS Assistant Director

Teaching & Learning



Career & Technical 
Education2025 Parent Institute

CTE Program Overview
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CTE Highlights: Collier Career Academies

EXPLORE. LEARN. SUCCEED.
Collier Career Academies empower students to succeed in future careers through career exploration, career-focused curriculum, work-based 

learning and the opportunity to earn industry-recognized credentials of value.

Collier Career Academies can be 

found in every Collier County Public 

Schools high school.  

Academies fall under 6 themes:

• Business

• Arts & Technology

• Health Sciences

• Engineering & Trades

• Education

• Law & Public Safety
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Collier Career Academies

Aubrey Rogers     

Barron Collier    

Golden Gate    

Gulf Coast    

Immokalee    

Lely     

Naples   

Palmetto Ridge     
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Credentials of Value

• 911 Public Safety Telecommunicator

• Adobe Certified Professional 
(Visual, Video or Web)

• Agriculture Associate Certification

• Autodesk Certified User 
(AutoCAD, Inventor, Fusion 360 or Revit Architecture)

• Biotechnician Assistant

• Certified Food Protection Manager (ServSafe®) 

• Certified Food Safety Manager 

• Social Media Strategist

• Certified Medical Administrative Assistant (CMAA)

• Child Development Associate (CDA)

• Ecology Conservation and Management Certification

• Engineering Core Certification

• Entrepreneurship & Small Business

• FAA Ground School

• FAA Private Pilot

• HTML/CSS Coding Specialist 

• Information Technology Specialist 
(Artificial Intelligence, Cloud Computing, Computational 

Thinking, Cybersecurity, Data Analytics, Databases, Device 

Configuration & Management, HTML & CSS, HTML5 

Application Development, Java, JavaScript, Networking, 

Network Security, Python, Software Development)

• Intuit Certified Bookkeeping Professional

• Intuit QuickBooks Certified User

• Multimedia Specialist

• NASM Certified Personal Trainer (CPT) 

• NCCER Carpentry Level 1

• PMI Project Management Ready

• Python Coding Specialist 

• Small UAS (sUAS) Safety Certification: Level 1

• WordPress Certified Editor

Students at Collier County Public Schools can earn a variety of industry certifications through CTE.  
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Benefits of Earning a Credential of Value

• HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT - Upon successful attainment of a qualifying industry 

certification, students may be eligible for substitution credit in mathematics and/or 

science (not including Algebra 1, Geometry, or Biology).

• COLLEGE CREDIT & COST SAVINGS - The state of Florida has approved statewide 

articulation agreements with many providers, allowing students to earn college credit 

when they achieve specific certifications. This translates to a possible cost savings of 

approximately $320.58 or more on tuition and fees for certain college courses. 
• See college savings here: Industry Certification College Savings (PDF)

• FLORIDA BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM - Students can qualify for 

the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program through the Florida Gold Seal CAPE 

Scholarship (GSC) by completing at least 30 service hours and earning a minimum of 

five (5) postsecondary credit hours through Gold Standard Certifications.
• See Florida Bright Futures Scholarship information here: https://www.floridabrightfutures.gov/ 

• EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES - Certifications related to career courses are 

valuable tools that can help students find employment.

• FUNDING - The Florida Department of Education allocates funds to the school district 

to support CTE programming based on the number of students who successfully earn 

certifications.

https://www.collierschools.com/fs/resource-manager/view/b0c117d0-9781-4e1a-8d49-6b04b40bb3f2
https://www.floridabrightfutures.gov/
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CTE in Middle Schools
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Corkscrew     

Cypress Palm   

East Naples     

Golden Gate 

Gulfview   

Immokalee      

Manatee   

North Naples  

Oakridge     

Pine Ridge    
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Collier Career Academies Contact Information
Website: www.collierschools.com/cte 

Carlos Artime 
Career & Technical Education
Executive Director |  CTE & Post Secondary  |  Phone: 239.377.0134  |  Email: Artimc@collierschools.com

Nicole Litchko
Secondary Career & Technical Education
Assistant Director  |  Career & Technical Education Programs |  Phone: 239.377.3663  |  Email: LitchkNi@collierschools.com 

Britt Cordes
Credentials of Value and Course Curriculum
Manager  |  Career & Technical Education Programs  |  Phone: 239.377.0097  |  Email: CordeB@collierschools.com 

Ysela Quintana
Academies and Work-Based Learning
Manager  |  Career & Technical Education Programs  |  Phone: 239.377.6752  |  Email: QuintaYs@collierschools.com 

http://www.collierschools.com/cte
mailto:Artimc@collierschools.com
mailto:LitchkNi@collierschools.com
mailto:CordeB@collierschools.com
mailto:QuintaYs@collierschools.com
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Navigating the College Admissions 
Journey

Tracy Jones
College Readiness Coaches

Champions for Learning



Champions 
for 

Learning2025 Parent Institute



Champions For Learning Opportunities

Champions For Learning assists students with a variety of college 

prep services such as:

❖Community service hours

❖ FSA ID and FAFSA completion

❖ Florida University campus tours

❖College applications

❖ Scholarship applications (Suncoast, JumpStart, Community 

Foundation, Collaboratory, etc.)

❖ Budgeting for college purposes

❖ SAT/ACT Prep courses

❖ 1:1 visits with College Success Coaches

❖ Life skills/social-emotional development

❖Connect students/family with resources as needed  

  



FAFSA stands for Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid and CSS stands for 

College Scholarship Service. The FAFSA is 

the application to use to determine the 

amount of FEDERAL financial aid you 

might qualify for. The CSS is used by a 

select group of institutions to award 

grants and scholarships from THEIR OWN 

aid programs. There are several key 

differences between the FAFSA and the 

CSS Profile. The FAFSA is free, while the 

CSS Profile is not. The FAFSA requires 

considerably less information, pulling tax 

data directly from the IRS. You will need 

to upload your tax information to the 

CSS Profile. International students are not 

eligible for aid via the FAFSA but are 

eligible via the CSS Profile. However, 

both applications need to be renewed 

annually. We would advise completing 

both applications if applicable.

Courtesy: Bankrate.com



Types of Financial Aid
$ Grants: This is free money because of the financial aid application you completed. As long as you 

meet the requirements (specific GPA and completion rate of your classes), you do not need to 

repay these. 

$ Scholarships: These are earned because of specific applications you completed. They might be sent 

to you in your name, but more often are sent directly to your school’s financial aid department. 

These also have requirements you must meet in order to receive the funds. You do not need to 

repay these under normal circumstances.

$ Loans: This type of financial aid is borrowed from your school or an outside lender such as College 

Ave, Sallie Mae, or SoFi. There are 2 types of loans: Subsidized and Unsubsidized. With Subsidized 

loans, the government pays the interest while you are in school. Your interest begins to accrue when 

you graduate. With Unsubsidized loans, you are responsible for all the interest on your loan, and it 

accrues daily starting with the first day of attendance. You will pay this back, with interest, beginning 

six months after you graduate, stop attending, or drop out. YOU MUST BE ENROLLED FOR AT LEAST 6 

CREDITS TO RECEIVE A LOAN FROM YOUR SCHOOL, BUT PRIVATE LOANS MAY HAVE OTHER 

REQUIREMENTS.

$ Work Study: This type of aid is awarded because you have unmet need after your federal financial 

aid has been applied to your account. For this aid, you work on campus and receive a paycheck. 

You WILL NOT receive this aid amount in a lump sum; it is earned. 



$$$ Searching for Scholarships $$$

✓ There are 2 different types of scholarships you can search for: Local and National. Local scholarships are 

great because the donor can get to know you well through your personal statement and interviews. 

National scholarships might have more competition, but many students don’t apply because they think 

they won’t get the money. In reality, many scholarships go unawarded because no one applies. If you 

find a scholarship where you meet the requirements, APPLY, APPLY, APPLY!! You might be surprised by 

what you can earn!

✓ Trusted scholarship websites include:

✓ You should have at least 2, preferably 3, personal statements. Use the Common App prompts for the 

year you are applying (these can be Googled). If you have several essays addressing different prompts, 

you may only need to tweak them a bit to use for different scholarship and college applications. You 

must decide on the best essay to use for the specific prompt the scholarship is requesting. Personalize 

every essay to the question or prompt that you are given for your best chance to earn that scholarship 

or admission to your school!

✓ Keep an updated resume available to link to any scholarship or college applications. Jobs, community 

service, sports, and school extracurricular activities are all important additions to your resume! 

  



What Should Parents Do?

✓ Create your FSA ID. This serves as your Username and Password for the FAFSA 

application. Write it down, put it in the Notes section of your phone, just don’t 

forget it! You’ll use this every year you have a student in college. You can 

create your FSA ID here: https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch. 

✓ Be sure your student knows when the deadlines are for scholarships, college 

applications and FAFSA. You and your child can create a simple spreadsheet 

with the application information, deadline to apply, when the application was 

sent and the result (accepted, awarded, processed, etc). This spreadsheet can 
serve as a reminder of when to apply to various entities. Be sure to keep it 

updated!

✓ Please be sure to connect with your child’s school counselor! The counselors 

have a tremendous amount of knowledge from their years of working with 
seniors. They will have information on colleges and universities, scholarships, 

FAFSA, and the NCAA Eligibility Center if your child wants to play a sport in 

college.

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


Thank you for your time today!
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Parent Institute Website

To find more information on upcoming workshops and daily parent tips, please 

visit our Parent Institute Website at www.collierschools.com/pi or email us at 

ccpstitle1@collierschools.com for any questions.  

http://www.collierschools.com/pi
mailto:ccpstitle1@collierschools.com
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Contact Information
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