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Volunteer Assisting IRHS
Students With Future Plans

Indian River High School seniors are
getting some free college and career

advice this fall thanks to a community

volunteer who is eager to share his
knowledge.

For two days each week, retired at-
torney Bruce Rosenblum meets one-
on-one with IRHS seniors to discuss
topics such as college decisions, per-
sonal essays and career choices. Sen-
iors are given the opportunity to sign
up for these meetings on their Class
of 2026 Schoology message board.
Mr. Rosenblum recently retired after
an extensive career specializing in
mutual fund law.

“Mr. Rosenblum has 30-plus years
helping individuals and companies
make big decisions. His expertise in
the field of decision making is sec-
ond-to-none and we are lucky to
have him as an approved IRSD volun-
teer,” said Greg Hockman, IRHS Col-
lege and Career Counselor. “He's a
great listener and very personable,
but his superpower is helping the
seniors to break down the college
and career decision-making process
in ways that they might not have pre-
viously thought about. The feedback
from the seniors that have met with
him has been positive and I've had to
create a waiting list due to the num-
ber of seniors that would like to have
a 20-minute meeting with him. That's
a good problem to have!”

Mr. Rosenblum holds a bachelor’s
degree from Vanderbilt University
and is a graduate of both the Univer-
sity of South Carolina School of Law
and Moore School of Business.
Mostly recently, he was a shareholder
in the Vedder Price law firm's Wash-

Bruce Rosenblum (right) is meeting with
IRHS seniors two days per week.

ington, D.C. office specializing in mu-
tual fund law. He was also an attor-
ney at the Securities and Exchange
Commission and a senior in-house
lawyer for DWS Investments.

He reached out to Mr. Hockman last
spring, offering to volunteer his serv-
ices and expertise to students.

"After recently retiring, I knew I
wanted to spend more time on the
shore and also find a way to serve the
community,” Mr. Rosenblum said. "I
was hoping I could be helpful with
the Indian River High School seniors
given all the decisions they are facing
with college applications and career
choices.

“So far, the students seem to wel-
come the opportunity to discuss
what'’s on their minds and our con-
versations have ranged from college
personal essay topics, to future ca-
reers, and to how to finance their ed-
ucation. I'm not sure if it's something
in the water here in Delaware, but
each student I've met has been re-
spectful and engaging, and once we
talk a bit, they quickly focus on the
Continued on Page 3

Children’s
Author Visits
Lord Baltimore

Julia Cook, award-winning children's
author, counselor and parenting ex-
pert, visited Lord Baltimore Elementary
School on October 8 to share her mes-
sage of Social and Emotional Learning.

In the morning, Ms. Cook worked with
LB students on a variety of activities
designed to build character and en-
hance problem-solving skills. This was
followed in the evening by a special
session for parents that addressed
healthy gaming habits, navigating
video game obsession and setting
boundaries.

Ms. Cook has published nearly 100
children’s books on a variety of char-
acter and social development topics.
She has presented in thousands of
schools both nationally and interna-
tionally and at various education and
counseling conferences.

Renowned children’s author Julia Cook
speaks to students at Lord Baltimore.
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From the Superintendent

Dear Parents,

The opening of the 2025-2026 school year was an
exciting and historic one in the Indian River School
District. On September 2-3, we officially swung
open the doors of the new Sussex Central High
School building to our students for the first time.
This beautiful new facility will serve our educa-
tional needs for years to come and provide stu-
dents with the modern amenities they deserve.
was filled with pride at watching nearly 2,000 SCHS
students enter the building on the first day of
school and knowing that they would now have the
space (326,272 square feet) and resources to thrive
academically. I want to thank all of the staff members who worked tirelessly
on this project for the past five years and commend the Sussex Central staff
for facilitating a smooth opening in September.

Please note that the former Millsboro Middle School has relocated to the
old Sussex Central High School building next door and been renamed Sus-
sex Central Middle School. This move will also greatly increase the amount
of space SCMS students and staff will have to participate in academic and
extracurricular activities. Soon, work will be complete on a renovated audi-
torium that will serve both schools and on the section that will connect the
two buildings.

In this newsletter, you will find information about many of the great things
happening in our school district. I especially want to congratulate our Edu-
cational Support Professionals of the Year (Page 4) and I look forward to at-
tending the ceremony on October 22 when the district’s overall winner will
be announced. On Page 5, you will find photos of our Special Education
Ambassadors for 2025-2026. These individuals exemplify the dedication
and commitment required to work with students with special needs and we
are fortunate to have them in our district. Finally, on Page 3 you will find a
special thank you to the many organizations and individuals that have
made donations to our schools. It's these types of valued community part-
nerships that help us meet the needs of our students every day.

I want to thank everyone for their patience and understanding in assuring a
smooth opening to the 2025-2026 school year. With two schools moving
into new facilities and our two high schools implementing daily weapons
detection screening for nearly 3,000 students, the opening week certainly
presented a unique set of challenges. But our staff, students and parents
rose to the occasion to get our schools up and running with minimal dis-
ruption. For that we are truly fortunate and appreciative. I am looking for-
ward to a great school year!

Sincerely,

Dr. Jay F. Owens
Superintendent
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School Choice Application
Period Opens November 3

The 2026-2027 school
choice application period
will open on November 3,
2025 at 8:00 a.m. and close
on January 14, 2026 at
11:59 p.m. All Indian River
School District school
choice applications must
be submitted online at:
schoolchoicede.org.

The online system offers
both English and Spanish
options for applications.

When visiting school-
choicede.org, parents must
create an account with a
user name and password.
It is recommended that the
username be an e-mail ad-
dress. Once an account has
been created, the parent
can complete the applica-
tion for selection of choice
schools. There are up to

Volunteer Assists IR Students

From Page 1

three choices available.
However, the parent is not
required to request three
schools. Simply request the
school(s) of interest.

A separate application is
required for each child.
Parents may also apply for
the Spanish Immersion
Program available at John
M. Clayton Elementary,
East Millsboro Elementary,
and North Georgetown El-
ementary for kindergarten.
(Certain conditions apply
for applications to the
Spanish Immersion pro-
gram in later grades.)

For more information
about school choice or the
online application system,
visit irsd.net or contact the
IRSD district office at (302)
436-1000.

Thank You!

IRSD would like to thank the following local businesses
and organizations for providing donations of food,
backpacks, school supplies and other items during the
opening of the 2025-2026 school year:

Preston Automotive Group
Morse Roofing and Siding
Bennett Orchards
Garth Enterprises
Mountaire Farms
Sandcastle Realty
Schagrin Gas
Surf Bagel
Weis Markets
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Georgetown Police Department
Rehoboth Beach Police Department
Subaru Gateway of Delmar
Simply Sawyer
High Tide Church
Hometown Creamery
Juice Box
Delaware State Police
Town of Millville
Starbucks -Georgetown
Dairy Queen Grill & Chill
Beebe Medical Foundation
Healthy Food for Healthy Kids
Coldwell Banker Realty
Lighthouse Catering
Chick-fil-A - Millsboro
Fulton Bank - Georgetown
Texas Roadhouse
La Red Health Center
Rita’s Italian Ice

key topics that will help them move forward. I'm really en-
joying the meetings. For some it's ‘'one and done,” while
others come back to talk more. Either way, I think it's ‘win-
win.’ The students get a chance to clear their minds and or-
ganize their thoughts, and I have the chance to use my
training and experiences to give something back to the
community.”

A&A HVAC Services
Pittsville Ford
Journey Church of Millsboro
Edward Jones
Gumboro Volunteer Fire Company
Salem United Methodist Church
The Parker Group
Patti Kincaid
Dr. and Mrs. Gupta
Conley's United Methodist Church
Pelican Point Community
% Baylis Estates Community
Peninsula Lakes Community
Roxana Zion UMC
Selbyville Elks
Frankford Community Church
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Forest Landing Community
Lord Baltimore Lions Club
Bay Forest Community
BREATHE
Keller Williams Realty
Giant Food
St. John’s Methodist Church
Delaware Department of Corrections
Discover Church
Blades United Methodist Church
United Women in Faith of Asbury
Tequila Mockingbird

Mr. Rosenblum’s meetings with IRHS students will continue
through November.
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2025 IRSD Educational Support
Professionals of the Year

Jordan Balasus (HTE)

Frank Bunting (GMS)

Luisa Cadeza-Lujan (District)
Rebeca Castaneda-Nava (GES)
Brian Evans (SMS)

Carissa Fuoco (ELC)

Deborah Gora (JMC)

Mary Goslee-Hastings (IRHS)
Kristi ldnurm (SCHSR
Jeremiah Johnson (PCS)
Tammy Joseph (EME)

Anise Marvel-Blitz (SDSA)

Donna McCandless (LNE)
Coleen Paul (LBE)

Anadilia Perez-Velasquez (NGE)
Kyle Wilkerson (SCMS

Overall district winner will be announced at a special
ceremony on October 22

SMS Celebrates Hispanic Heritage

In October, Selbyville Middle School
hosted several special events in com-
memoration of Hispanic Heritage
Month.

who modeled traditional clothing from
several Latin-American countries.

Eighth-grade Spanish Immersion stu-
dents then created a “wax museum”

Ms. Charito Calvachi-Mateyko, author  exhibition showcasing outstanding fig-

and guest speaker from Delaware Hu-
manities, gave her Diversidad en
America Latina (Diversity in Latin
America) presentation to Spanish Im-
mersion students in Grades 6-8. She
was assisted by several SMS students
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ures from various Latin American
countries who have greatly con-
tributed to and uplifted their heritage.
The museum was attended by sixth-
and seventh-grade Immersion stu-
dents.




SPECIAL EDUCATION AMBASSADORS 2025-2026

Jennifer Angel!
(GES)

Kathryn Curl
(ELC)

Jennifer Bower
(GMS)

Mary Lagano
(NGE)

Renee Short
(HTE)

—

9

Stephanie Tietmeyer

(IRHS)

Wendy Joseph

Megan Conway
(LBE)

Jessica Schumann
(JMC)

Christy Kerr
(PCS)

Tammy Seidel

(LNE)

Duane Smith
(SCHS)

(SDSA)

Trevor Wilkins
(SCMS)

Maria Wilson
(SMS)

IRSD News
and Notes

Indian River School
District bus drivers
had a strong showing
in the Delaware
School Bus Roadeo
competition at Appo-
quinimink on October
10. Tracy Bonneville
won first place and
Eddie Bowen took
second place in the
district driver division,
while Stephanie Rob-
shaw (Mearl Layton
contractor) finished in
third place in the con-
tractor driver compe-
tition. IRSD driver
Suzanne Godwin also
competed in the
Roadeo.

Drama Production
The Take Two Drama
Club of Sussex Central
High School will pres-
ent "Murder in the
House of Poe,” an in-
teractive, improvised
murder mystery com-
edy show, on October
29, 30 and 31 at 6:00
p.m. each night. The
performances will be
held at the new Sus-
sex Central campus at
26044 Patriots Way in
Georgetown in an ex-
citing alternate per-
forming space, as the
SCHS Theater is cur-
rently undergoing
final renovations.
Tickets are $15 and
must be purchased
online (no sales at the
door) at the virtual
box office at

http://bit.ly/SCHS POE

IRSD Podcast
Episodes of the IRSD
Spotlight podcast can
be accessed at
irsd.net by clicking on
the Podcast button
on the homepage.
Episodes are also
available on several
mobile podcast apps.
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Governor, Secretary of Education Visit NGE

On September 22 in a special cere-
mony at North Georgetown Elemen-
tary School, Governor Matt Meyer
signed a proclamation designating
September as Literacy Month in
Delaware.

The ceremony was attended by nu-
merous dignitaries, including Delaware
Secretary of Education Cindy Marten,
who also read to a group of kinder-
garten students.

The event was a precursor to a larger
announcement on October 10, when
Gov. Meyer and Secretary Marten
launched the Delaware Early Literacy
Plan, which is a statewide effort to en-
sure every student reads on grade
level by the end of third grade.

Announced during the opening ses-
sion of the statewide educator profes-
sional learning day, the plan outlines
enhanced supports and resources so
every learner receives clear and consis-
tent instruction and every K-3 class-
room uses strong, research-based
reading materials and early checks to
spot challenges.

Gov. Meyer's Fiscal Year 2026 budget
includes $8 million for early literacy in-
vestment and $3 million in teacher-se-
lected classroom literacy resources. It
represents one of the largest early
reading investments in state history
and stands to have a significant impact
on Indian River School District stu-
dents.

"The Delaware Early Literacy Plan is
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Delaware Governor Matt Meyer

more than just an initiative—it repre-
sents a promise and a commitment to
our youngest learners,” said Kelly Dor-
man, IRSD Director of Elementary Edu-
cation. “Through high-quality
instruction, evidence-based materials,
and timely, targeted support, we are
creating learning environments where
every child can become a confident
and proficient reader by the end of
third grade.

"This statewide effort aligns seamlessly
with the work already underway across
all elementary schools in the Indian
River School District, where we con-
tinue to prioritize early literacy
through research-based practices, a
rigorous curriculum grounded in the
Science of Reading and strong, collab-
orative partnerships among school
leaders, educators, support staff, fami-
lies and the broader community. We
are proud to stand alongside Governor
Meyer and Secretary Marten as we
continue this critical work—ensuring
every student receives the foundation
they need for long-term academic and
personal success."
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Secretary of Education Cindy Marten reads
to a group of NGE kindergarten students.



