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ABOUT

The Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance (LOSFA) is a
Program of the Louisiana Board of Regents that strives to be
Louisiana’s first choice for college access by promoting, preparing
for and providing college access support to any student, any age,
anywhere in Louisiana. LOSFA administers the state’s scholarship

and grant programs and the state’s Internal Revenue Code Section
529 college savings program.
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LOUISIANA OFFICE OF STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE |
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Please remember that:
A Funding for TOPS is contingent upon
appropriations.

A 1IF TOPS is not fully funded, TOPS
Awards and stipends will be determined
on a pro-rata basis.

A Students can opt out of receiving a
TOPS Payment(s) if the program is not
fully funded.
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TOPS AWARD AMOUNT

M TOPS Award Amounts are set at the maximum
TOPS “fully funded” amount as the tuition charged
by the institution for the 2016-201/ academic year.

1 Thisamount will not increase even if the institution
raises tuition, unless the Louisiana Legislature
enacts legislation to raise the TOPS Award

Amounts.
T See TOPS Award Amount chart: Scan QR code to
access —
Ellljlll: II||||| || |: i
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CITIZENSHIP

A student must be a

U.S. citizen, a permanent
resident who is eligible to
apply for citizenship, or a
child of a non-citizen
serving in the Armed
Forces or honorably
discharged from the
Armed Forces.
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RESIDENCY

An independent student or a
parent or court ordered
custodian of a dependent
student must have been a
resident of the state of Louisiana
and actually reside or live in
Louisiana for the 24 months
prior to high school graduation.

A For 2026 graduates, residency must

have been established no later than
April 2024.
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CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS

A Have no criminal convictions

A Excludes misdemeanor traffic
violations

A A student who has a “final criminal
conviction” may not accept a TOPS
award.

A Ajuvenile conviction is generally not
considered a final criminal conviction.

A If the severity of the crime committed
by a juvenile is such that he/she is tried
as an adult, a subsequent conviction
could be a “final criminal conviction.”

A The student should contact his/her
attorney to determine if their
conviction is a final “criminal
conviction.”
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ACT

A Highest composite score from a
single test will be considered

A TOPS does not consider the essay
portion of the ACT in calculating the
composite score needed to qualify

A TOPS does not consider superscores

A ACT Registration
A TOPS Code 1595
A Date of Birth




ACT

A ACT Deadlines for 2026 Graduates

A Without penalty: April 11,2026

A Loss of one semester eligibility: June 13, 2026 or July 11,
2026

A Special tests may be taken prior to July 31st

A A June or July ACT score can be used to upgrade TOPS
Awards with a one semester or two quarter penalty

A Students who fail to achieve a qualifying ACT score
before August 1st of the graduating year shall not be
considered for an award.

A TOPS uses the highest composite score achieved and
does not use superscoring.
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CHANGES TO ACT TESTING

A

LOSFA is aware of ACT Inc’s plan to make the
Science portion of the ACT test optional, beginning
with National online testing in spring 2025 and then
for school-day testing in spring 2026.

According to Louisiana R.S.17:5024, Section B, (1), a-
d, states that the ACT score must be a composite
score.

A student can take any of the ACT test options and
use a composite score to qualify for TOPS.
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SAT

A An equivalent SAT score may be
substituted for the ACT score

A TOPS does not consider the essay portion of
the SAT in calculating the composite score
needed to qualify

A SAT Registration
A Scholarship Code 9019
A SAT Test Deadlines

A Without Penalty: March 14,2026

A Loss of 1-semester eligibility: May 2,2026,
and June 6,2026
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CLASSIC LEARNING TEST (CLT)

A The Classic Learning Test (CLT) can now
oe used to qualify for TOPS.

A Please note that eligibility requirements
ora TOPS Award may differ from
admission requirements at the
institution you wish to attend.

A Make sure you're familiar with

@ Beginning in Fall 2025 and effective with the
high school graduating class of the 2024-2025 I [ [ [
academic year, the Classic Learning Test (CLT) ad MISS I.O n.S req uirements by Spea |<I ng Lo
may be submitted in fulfillment of the an admissions representative or visiting
examination component (ACT & SAT) of the . _ _ | .
eligibility criteria for all TOPS awards. the INSEICution s WebS Ice.

% LOSFA
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TOPS CORE CURRICULUM

T ALl TOPS core curriculum courses must be
completed by the date of high school graduation

1 Distance learning courses approved by the high
school may be used to qualify for TOPS

1 College courses taken in the classroom, online, or
by correspondence may be used to qualify for
TOPS provided that they are determined to be
equivalent courses and appear on the student’s
official high school transcript
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TOPS CORE CURRICULUM

1 The TOPS core curriculum is for each year
from the graduating class of 2026 through
the graduating class of 2029.

M1 Different requirements are applicable to
each of these graduating classes.

1 Please check the LOSFA website at
mylosfa.la.gov for detailed information on
the core curriculum required for each

graduating class.
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TOPS CORE CURRICULUM GPA

1 TOPS Core Curriculum Grade Point Average (GPA) is calculated on a 4.00-point scale,
except the following designated courses that will use a 5.00-point scale:

1 Advanced Placement (AP) courses
| International Baccalaureate (IB) courses
[ Gifted courses

[ Honors courses

[ Articulated courses offered for college credit by the Louisiana School for the Math,
Science, and the Arts.

T
T
I Dual Enrollment courses
1’
1’

1 The courses currently designated to be calculated '|I" |:!|E|
on the 5.00-point scale can be viewed here. ,:I' '. ili !
|| 0 |||

o
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TOPS CORE CURRICULUM GPA

The cumulative grade point average (GPA) for a TOPS award will be calculated using only those
grades achieved in the core curriculum courses

1 Ifastudent has completed more than 19 credits for courses that are included in the
core curriculum, the GPA will be calculated by using the course in each core
curriculum category for which the student received the highest grade

1 Ifastudentis substituting two units for a one-unit category, the grades from the
two units will be averaged together and substituted as one unit

1 "P” grades are not included in the TOPS Core GPA calculation
1 GPA cannot be rounded up
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CORE CURRICULUM

TOPS OPPORTUNITY, PERFORMANCE, HONORS, AND EXCELLENCE
FOR GRADUATES OF 2018-2026




OPS OPPORTUNITY, PERFORMANCE, HONORS, AND
EXCELLENCE CORE CURRICULUM

Beginning with the Graduating Class of 2018 - 2026

ENGLISH =4 UNITS COURSES

T Unit English |
T Unit English |1
T Unit from the following: English |11, AP English Language Arts and

Composition, or IB English |1l (Language
A or Literature and Performance)

T Unit from the following: English IV, AP English Literature and
Composition, or IB English |V (Language
A or Literature and Performance)
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OPS OPPORTUNITY, PERFORMANCE, HONORS, AND
EXCELLENCE CORE CURRICULUM

Beginning with the Graduating Class of 2018 - 2026

MATH =4 UNITS | COURSES

T Unit Algebra |
T Unit Geometry
T Unit Algebra |l

(Integrated Mathematics |, Integrated Mathematics |l,and Integrated Mathematics
[l may be substituted for the Algebra |, Geometry, and Algebra || sequence)

1 Unit from the Algebra |l1; Advanced Math - Functions and Statistics, Advanced Math - Pre-

following: Calculus, Pre-Calculus, or IB Math Methods | (Mathematical Studies SL); Calculus,
AP Calculus AB, or IB Math Methods || (Mathematics SL); AP Calculus BC;
Probability and Statistics or Statistical Reasoning or AP Statistics; |B Further
Mathematics HL; IB Mathematics HL; AP Computer Science A
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OPS OPPORTUN!I

Y, PERFORMANCE, HONORS, AND

EXCELLENCE CORE CURRICULUM

Beginning with the Graduating Class of 2018 - 2026

SCIENCE =4 UNITS COURSES

T Unit
T Unit
2 Units from the following:

% LOSFA

Biology |
Chemistry |

Earth Science; Environmental Science or Environmental
Awareness; Physical Science or Principles of Engineering;
Agriscience | and Agriscience || (one unit combined);
Chemistry |l or AP Chemistry or IB Chemistry |I; AP
Environmental Science or IB Environmental Systems; Physics |,
AP Physics |, AP Physics B, or IB Physics |; AP Physics C:
Electricity and Magnetism, AP Physics C: Mechanics, or |B
Physics |l, or AP Physics |l; Biology || or AP Biology or |B
Biology |l or Human Anatomy and Physiology
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OPS OPPOR
EXC

UNI

Y, PERFORMANCE, HONORS, AND

-LLENCE CORE CURRICULUM

Beginning with the Graduating Class of 2018 - 2026

SOCIAL STUDIES =4 UNITS COURSES

T Unit from the following:

T Unit from the following:

2 Units from the following:

% LOSFA

U.S. History, AP U.S. History, or IB U.S. History

Civics, Government, AP U.S. Government and Politics:
Comparative, or AP U.S. Government and Politics: United States

Western Civilization, European History, or AP European History;
World Geography or Physical Geography, AP Human Geography,
or IB Geography; World History, AP World History, or IB World
History; History of Religion; IB Economics, Economics, AP
Macroeconomics, or AP Microeconomics; AP Psychology; African
American History; Introduction to Psychology
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OPS OPPORTUNITY, PERFORMANCE, HONORS, AND
EXCELLENCE CORE CURRICULUM

Beginning with the Graduating Class of 2018 - 2026

FOREIGN LANGUAGE =2 UNITS COURSES

Foreign Language, both units in the same language, which
may include the following: AP Chinese Language and
Culture, AP French Language and Culture, AP German
Language and Culture, AP Italian Language and Culture,
AP Japanese Language and Culture, AP Latin, AP Spanish
Language and Culture, IB French |V, IB French V, |B
Spanish IV, and IB Spanish V; Mandarin Chinese |, |1, |11,
IV Hindi |, [l 11, IV Portuguese |, |1, [l IV Vietnamese |, |1,
11, 1V
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OPS OPPORTUNITY, PERFORMANCE, HONORS, AND
EXCELLENCE CORE CURRICULUM

Beginning with the Graduating Class of 2018 - 2026

ART =1UNIT COURSES

T Unit from the following: Performance course in Music, Dance or Theatre; Fine Arts Survey;
Art | I T and 1V; Talented Art |, I, [11,and 1V; Talented Music |, |1,
Il and IV; Talented Theater Arts |, |1, [Il,and IV; Speech |l and

Speech |V (one unit combined); AP Art History; AP Studio Art: 2-D
Design; AP Studio Art: 3-D Design; AP Studio Art: Drawing; AP
Music Theory; IB Film Study I; IB Film Study Il; IB Music I; IB Music
I1; IB Art Design I11; IB Art Design IV; |B Theatre | or Drafting;
Digital Image and Motion Graphics; Digital Storytelling; Engineering
Design and Development; Sound Design
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CORE CURRICULUM

TOPS TECH FOR GRADUATES OF 2018-2026




TOPS TECH CORE CURRICULUM

Beginning with the Graduating Class of 2018 - 2026

UNITS |COURSES

1
1
2

% LOSFA

English |
English |

English I, English IV, AP or IB English courses, Business English,
Technical Writing, or comparable Louisiana Technical College courses
offered by Jump Start regional teams as approved by the State Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education.
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TOPS TECH CORE CURRICULUM

Beginning with the Graduating Class of 2018 - 2026

UNITS |COURSES

1

% LOSFA

Algebra |; or both Algebra |, Part 1 and Algebra |, Part 2; or an applied or
hybrid algebra course

Geometry, Algebra ||, Math Essentials, Financial Literacy, Business Math,
Algebra Ill, Advanced Math -Functions and Statistics, Advanced Math -
Pre-Calculus, Pre-calculus, or comparable Louisiana Technical College
courses offered by Jump Start regional teams as approved by the State
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education. Integrated Mathematics |,
Il,and Il may be substituted for Algebra |, Geometry, and Algebra |, and
shall equal three mathematics credits
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TOPS TECH CORE CURRICULUM

Beginning with the Graduating Class of 2018 - 2026

UNITS |COURSES

[ Biology

[ Chemistry |, Earth Science, Environmental Science, Agriscience |
and Agriscience || (both for one unit), Physical Science, or AP or

|B science courses

[ U.S. History, AP U.S. History, or IB U.S. History

1 Civics, Government, AP U.S. Government and Politics:
Comparative, or AP U.S. Government and Politics: United States
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TOPS TECH CORE CURRICULUM

Beginning with the Graduating Class of 2018 - 2026

UNITS | COURSES

9

% LOSFA

In Jump Start course sequences, workplace experiences, and credentials.
A student shall complete a regionally designed series of Career and
Technical Education Jump Start coursework and workplace-based
learning experiences leading to a statewide or regional Jump Start
credential. This shall include courses and workplace experiences specific
to the credential, courses related to foundational career skills
requirements in Jump Start, and other courses, including career electives,

that the Jump Start regional team determines are appropriate for the
career major.
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CORE CURRICULUM

TOPS OPPORTUNITY, PERFORMANCE, HONORS, AND EXCELLENCE
FOR GRADUATES OF 2027




OPS OPPORTUNITY, PERFORMANCE, HONORS, AND
EXCELLENCE CORE CURRICULUM

For the Graduating Class of 2027

ENGLISH =4 UNITS COURSES

T Unit English |
T Unit English |l
T Unit from the following: English |11, AP English Language Arts and

Composition, or IB English Il (Language
A or Literature and Performance)

T Unit from the following: English IV, AP English Literature and
Composition, or IB English |V (Language
A or Literature and Performance)
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OPS OPPOR
EXC

UNITY, PERFORMANCE, HONORS, AND

-LLENCE CORE CURRICULUM

For the Graduating Class of 2027

MATH =4 UNITS | COURSES

1 Unit
1 Unit
1 Unit

1 Unit from the
following:

% LOSFA

Algebra |
Geometry
Algebra ||

(Integrated Mathematics |, Integrated Mathematics ||, and Integrated
Mathematics |l may be substituted for the Algebra |, Geometry, and Algebra
|l sequence)

Algebra |l1; Advanced Math - Functions and Statistics, Advanced Math - Pre-
Calculus, Pre-Calculus, or IB Math Methods | (Mathematical Studies SL);
Calculus, AP Calculus AB, or IB Math Methods |l (Mathematics SL); AP
Calculus BC; Probability and Statistics or Statistical Reasoning or AP
Statistics; IB Further Mathematics HL; IB Mathematics HL; AP Computer
Science A
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OPS OPPORTUN!I

Y, PERFORMANCE, HONORS, AND

EXCELLENCE CORE CURRICULUM

For the Graduating Class of 2027

SCIENCE =4 UNITS COURSES

1T Unit
1T Unit
2 Units from the following:

% LOSFA

Biology |
Chemistry |

Earth Science; Environmental Science or Environmental
Awareness; Physical Science or Principles of Engineering;
Agriscience | and Agriscience |l (one unit combined);
Chemistry || or AP Chemistry or IB Chemistry |I; AP
Environmental Science or IB Environmental Systems; Physics
|, AP Physics |, AP Physics B, or IB Physics |; AP Physics C:
Electricity and Magnetism, AP Physics C: Mechanics, or |B
Physics Il, or AP Physics |l; Biology || or AP Biology or |IB
Biology |l or Human Anatomy and Physiology
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OPS OPPOR
EXC

UNI

Y, PERFORMANCE, HONORS, AND

-LLENCE CORE CURRICULUM

For the Graduating Class of 2027

SOCIALSTUDIES =4 UNITS | COURSES

T Unit from the following:

T Unit from the following:

2 Units from the following:

% LOSFA

U.S. History, AP U.S. History, or IB U.S. History

Civics, Government, AP U.S. Government and Politics:
Comparative, or AP U.S. Government and Politics: United States

Western Civilization, European History, or AP European History;
World Geography or Physical Geography, AP Human Geography,
or IB Geography; World History, AP World History, or IB World
History; History of Religion; IB Economics, Economics, AP
Macroeconomics, or AP Microeconomics; AP Psychology;
African American History; Introduction to Psychology
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OPS OPPORTUNITY, PERFORMANCE, HONORS, AND
EXCELLENCE CORE CURRICULUM

For the Graduating Class of 2027

FOREIGN LANGUAGE =2 UNITS Foreign Language, both units in the same language, which may include the
following: AP Chinese Language and Culture, AP French Language and Culture,
AP German Language and Culture, AP Italian Language and Culture, AP Japanese
Language and Culture, AP Latin, AP Spanish Language and Culture, IB French |V,

|IB French V, IB Spanish IV, and |B Spanish V; Mandarin Chinese |, I, Il IV Hindi [,
[, 111, 1V Portuguese |, I, 11, IV Vietnamese |, I, |1, IV
OR
COMPUTER SCIENCE =2 UNITS Computer Science, AP Computer Science A, Computer Coding as a Foreign

Language |, Computer Coding as a Foreign Language ||
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OPS OPPORTUNITY, PERFORMANCE, HONORS, AND
EXCELLENCE CORE CURRICULUM

For the Graduating Class of 2027

ART =1UNIT COURSES

T Unit from the following: Performance course in Music, Dance or Theatre; Fine Arts
Survey; Art |11, 111, and IV; Talented Art |, 11, I11,and |V; Talented
Music I, I1, [l and IV; Talented Theater Arts |, I, [Il,and IV;

Speech |l and Speech IV (one unit combined); AP Art History;
AP Studio Art: 2-D Design; AP Studio Art: 3-D Design; AP
Studio Art: Drawing; AP Music Theory; |B Film Study [; IB Film
Study II; 1B Music |; IB Music Il; IB Art Design |11; B Art Design
IV; IB Theatre | or Drafting; Digital Image and Motion Graphics;
Digital Storytelling; Engineering Design and Development;
Sound Design
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CORE CURRICULUM

TOPS TECH FOR GRADUATES OF 2027




TOPS TECH CORE CURRICULUM

For the Graduating Class of 2027

UNITS | COURSES

[ English |
[ English I
2 English I, English IV, AP or IB English courses, Business English,

Technical Writing, or comparable Louisiana Technical College
courses offered by Jump Start regional teams as approved by the
State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education.

% LOSFA
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TOPS TECH CORE CURRICULUM

For the Graduating Class of 2027

UNITS |COURSES

1

% LOSFA

Algebra |; or both Algebra |, Part 1 and Algebra |, Part 2; or an applied or hybrid
algebra course

Geometry or an applied Geometry course

Algebra I, Math Essentials, Financial Literacy, Business Math, Algebra |11, Advanced
Math -Functions and Statistics, Advanced Math - Pre-Calculus, Pre-calculus, or
comparable Louisiana Technical College courses offered by Jump Start regional
teams as approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education.
Integrated Mathematics |, |1, and [l| may be substituted for Algebra |, Geometry, and
Algebra ||, and shall equal three mathematics credits
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TOPS TECH CORE CURRICULUM

For the Graduating Class of 2027

UNITS | COURSES

1
1

% LOSFA

Biology

Chemistry |, Earth Science, Environmental Science,
Agriscience | and Agriscience Il (both for one unit), Physical
Science, or AP or IB science courses

U.S. History, AP U.S. History, or IB U.S. History

Civics, Government, AP U.S. Government and Politics:
Comparative, or AP U.S. Government and Politics: United
States
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TOPS TECH CORE CURRICULUM

For the Graduating Class of 2027

UNITS | COURSES

9

% LOSFA

In Jump Start course sequences, workplace experiences, and
credentials. A student shall complete a regionally designed series of
Career and Technical Education Jump Start coursework and
workplace-based learning experiences leading to a statewide or
regional Jump Start credential. This shall include courses and
workplace experiences specific to the credential, courses related to
foundational career skills requirements in Jump Start, and other
courses, including career electives, that the Jump Start regional
team determines are appropriate for the career major.
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TOPS AWARD LEVELS

OPPORTUNITY AWARD
PERFORMANCE AWARD
HONORS AWARD
EXCELLENCE AWARD
TECH AWARD
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OPPORTUNITY, PERFORMANCE, HONORS AWARD
BENEFITS

Provides a TOPS Award Amount or a portion of a TOPS Award Amount
based on funds appropriated at a Louisiana public institution

A Or a weighted average award amount at a LAICU private institution
(contingent upon appropriations)

A TOPS does not cover any fees (examples of fees may or may not include:
academic excellence fees, energy surcharges, technology fees, books, room &
board, parking fees, lab fees).

A A TOPS award may be combined with other forms of financial aid up to the
"Cost of Attendance” for the institution.

% LOSFA
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OPPORTUNITY AWARD ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

A 2.50 minimum TOPS Core Curriculum GPA

A ACT score equal to the prior year’s state average, but never less
than 20

A SAT Score of 1030
A CLT Score of 66

A Completion of the TOPS Core Curriculum
A TOPS general eligibility requirements

% LOSFA
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A 3.25 minimum TOPS Core Curriculum GPA
A ACT score of 23
A SAT score of 1130
A CLT of 80

A Completion of the TOPS Core Curriculum

A TOPS general eligibility requirements
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PERFORMANCE AWARD BENEFITS

A Provides the same benefits as the
Opportunity Award, plus

A $400 annual stipend (contingent upon
appropriations)
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A—
A SAT score of
A

A
A
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