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Red Ribbon Week- October 23-31

Red Ribbon Week is a national drug prevention and awareness campaign held each year in the
United States, typically during the last week of October. It encourages students, families, and
communities to live drug-free and make healthy, positive choices. Each year there is a theme for
the campaign.  This year’s theme is “Life is a Puzzle, Solve it, Drug Free”.

The campaign began in 1985 in honor of Enrique “Kiki” Camarena, a DEA agent who was killed
while investigating drug trafficking. To honor his sacrifice, people began wearing red ribbons, a
small gesture that grew into a powerful, nationwide movement.

Today, Red Ribbon Week includes themed dress-up days, educational programs, and community
events focused on:

Raising awareness about the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse
Promoting healthy lifestyles and decision-making
Encouraging drug prevention through education and community involvement

The campaign is primarily sponsored by the National Family Partnership (NFP), a nonprofit
organization that started the movement in 1985. NFP provides resources, coordinates national
contests, and supports schools and communities in spreading the Red Ribbon message. Local
schools, law enforcement, community groups, and health organizations also participate as
partners and sponsors.
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