
Dear Parents, 
May you and your family receive many blessings 

during this special season of Thanksgiving.  May 

God continue to bless each of you during this 

season of Thanksgiving and time of remembering 

the many blessings God has bestowed upon us. It 

is the perfect time to recognize and affirm the 

many blessings we have received from God. 

Cultivating and sustaining an attitude of 

thankfulness for the blessings of each day can be 

the secret to lasting and abiding joy. I am often 

inspired by the attitude of gratitude I see in our 

students for the special surprises of the day. 

Keeping this attitude as our main focus helps us 

all become people of gratitude who appreciate one 

another and see the best in each other. I share 

with you a reflection from Pope Francis on 

gratitude which he delivered on New Year's Eve 

of 2023: "Faith enables us to live this time in a 

different way compared to a worldly mentality. 

Faith in Jesus Christ, God incarnate, born of the 

Virgin Mary, offers a new way of feeling time and 

life. I would summarize it in two words: gratitude 

and hope. One might say, “But isn’t this what 

everyone does on the last evening of the year? 

Everyone gives thanks, everyone hopes, believers 

and non-believers alike”. Perhaps it may seem 

that way, and if only it were! But in reality, 

worldly gratitude, worldly hope are evident: they 

lack the essential dimension that is the 

relationship with the Other and with others, with 

God and with our brethren. They are focused on 

the self, on its interests, and so they are very 

short-winded, they do not go beyond satisfaction 

and optimism.... Let us think of what the gratitude 

in Mary’s heart must have been like as she 

watched the newborn Jesus. It is an experience 

that only a mother can have, and yet in her, in the 

Mother of God, it has a unique, incomparable 

depth. Mary knows, she alone with Joseph, where 

the Child comes from. And yet he is there, he 

breathes, he cries, he needs to eat, to be swaddled, 

cared for. The Mystery leaves room for gratitude, 

which flourishes in the contemplation of the gift, 

of gratuity, whereas it is stifled by the eagerness to 

have and to appear. The Church learns gratitude 

from the Virgin Mother. And she also learns hope. 

One would think that God chose her, Mary of 

Nazareth, because he saw his own hope reflected 

in her heart. The hope that he himself had infused 

into her with his Spirit. Mary has always been 

filled with love, filled with grace, and is therefore 

also filled with trust and hope. That of Mary and 

the Church is not optimism. It is something else. It 

is faith in God who is faithful to his promises; and 

this faith takes the form of hope in the dimension 

this is precisely the theme of the Jubilee of 2025: 

'Pilgrims of hope.'" 

 

Student Council 

We congratulate our newly elected leadership 

team and class representatives for 2025-2026:  

President: Janelle Abreu 

Vice President: Liliana Santiago 

Secretary: Annalise Sierra  

Treasurer: Alanna Peralta  

Grade 8 Representative: Adanis Flores 

Gr. 7 Reps: Nicole Bueno and Maria Martinez 

Grade 6 Representative: Benamy Ruiz-Gonzalez 

Grade 5 Representative: Marcus  Fernandez 

Grade 4 Representative:  Jorge Perez 
We are most grateful to Mrs. Searfoss and Mrs. Cronan 

who will oversee the Student Council Activities.   

 

Mission Representatives 

In addition to installing our Student Council, we 

also installed our Mission Reps at that same mass. 

These representatives, under the leadership of 

Sister Margaret, will help promote awareness and 

response to local and global missionary needs.  We 

were proud to install these representatives: 

4th Grade: Talia Rodriguez  

5th Grade: Shan Haynes-Ali, Jr. 

6th Grade: Joseon Ortiz 

7th Grade: Abigail Tejada 

8th Grade: Nyleah Connor 

 

Berks County Spelling Bee 

Nine of our students competed in the Berks 

County Spelling Bee at ICA.  We are so proud of 

them and their coach, Mrs. Jackson:  

Annalise Sierra (8) Rocky Taveras (7) 

Keily Santos-Paredes (8) Abigail Tejada (7) 

Angel Vargas (8) Iker Moreno (6) 

Yabiannis Soto (7) Jade Saint-Hilaire (6) 

   Kendo Varela (6) 

Girls' Volleyball Team 

We had an incredible Volleyball Team. We are 

grateful to our coaches, Michelle Banut, Britney 

Muniz, and Lynda Tafoya.  We congratulate our 

team members:  Keily Santos (8) 

Janelle Abreu (8) Annalise Sierra (8) 

Tais Batista (8)  Jaylah Bobet (7) 

Nyleah Connor (8) Nicole Bueno (7) 

Naiyade Cedeno (8) Cameron Merritt (7) 

Adalis De la Cruz (8) Naleigha Merritt (7) 

Hadassa Perez (8) Danilyn Munoz (7) 

Liliana Santiago (8) Abigail Tejada (7) 

 

 Father/Daughter Dance 
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of time, we could say “on the move”. The 

Christian, like Mary, is a pilgrim of hope. And 

This 11th Annual event will take place on 

Friday, November 14 from 7:00-9:00pm .  It is 

a fun and memorable evening of dancing and 

games for fathers and daughters. 

 


