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Cityview Elementary School: 
Who We Are
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Mission
Cityview Elementary School exists to 
provide a high, quality, anti-racist, culturally 
responsive education for every Minneapolis 
student. 

Vision
All students regardless of their 
background, zip codes, and individual 
needs will receive an anti-racist, holistic 
education that builds essential knowledge 
to prepare them for future success.

4

Who We Are

School Information:

• Cityview Elementary School is a Pre-K - 5th grade school located in the McKinley neighborhood of north 
Minneapolis. As a Turnaround Arts School, we make connections to academics through creativity, the arts, and 
artist residencies.

• We value:  Equity, representation, & anti-racism; Physical and emotional safety, and well-being; Relationships, 
trust and communication; Shared decision making and voices heard; Transparency and accountability; and 
Implementation of Evidence-based strategies. 

• To achieve our vision, we will intentionally focus and prioritize resources and actions to significantly improve the 
experiences and outcomes of Black students, Indigenous students, students of color and their families.



Strengths
• After school Program- GEMS/GISE/Enrichment opportunities

• Well-trained, diverse staff members who participate in 
ongoing professional development

• Student participation in advanced learner programs for 
literacy and math

• Student literacy resources, including books to build their 
home libraries

• Student math at home resources at curriculum night

• Collaborative staff and families– It take a village to support 
the whole child!

• Family attendance at conferences and school events

• Strong partnership with parents, families, and community

• Many wonderful programs including High 5, ECFE, ECSE, ASD

• Dental and Vision services; pop-up vaccine clinics

• Community partnerships including:  Kroening Nature Center, 
Be the Change MN, The Links, Assistance League, 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts, Minnesota Orchestra, the 
Vikings, the Timberwolves, Rockin’ Readers, PALS, the 
Hennepin County Library, Tickets for Kids, and more!

Challenges
• Continuing to bring new and different opportunities to our 

students at a faster rate

• Considering new ways to support daily attendance

• Making sure that we are meeting the needs of all students 
and families
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Our Current Reality



Our School Improvement Plan
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Our school improvement plan:
•Sets the goals that our school community is 
working to achieve 

•Identifies the strategies or activities that 
will help us reach those goals together

Every Minneapolis Public School is required to 
develop, implement, and monitor a school 

improvement plan.
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What’s a School 
Improvement Plan?



Strategic Plan Goal 1: Academic Achievement 
Every student achieves their full potential through equal access to 
programming that is academically rigorous and connects learning with 
student experiences.

Strategy to achieve our goal:

We utilize the MTSS (Multi-Tiered Systems of Support) framework through collaborative 
planning cycles using the Minnesota State Standards as a staff.  This process helps us to ensure 
that all students have access to an academically rigorous experience.
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Our School Improvement Plan



Strategic Plan Goal 2: Student Well-being 
Every student’s physical and mental well-being is addressed as an 
integral part of their education.

Strategy to achieve our goal:

To support student well-being, we incorporate morning meeting practices and closing circles in 
classrooms, have predictable daily agendas, and have varied student resources to meet student 
needs.  We provide social emotional learning opportunities for all students throughout the 
week.  We also partner with families to achieve this goal for our students.
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Our School Improvement Plan



Strategic Plan Goal 3: Effective Staff 
School and district staff approach all work centered on students and 
equity.

Strategy to achieve our goal:

Our staff has weekly time for both cross-team and cross-specialist collaboration to 
support intentionality of instruction. On-site professional development 
opportunities are provided throughout the school year.  Staff members participate in 
ongoing literacy training.
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Our School Improvement Plan



Strategic Plan Goal 4: School and District Climate 

MPS is known by our community as welcoming, responsive, 
and connected.

Strategy to achieve our goal:

We engage families throughout the school year by utilizing the family resource room 
and other school, district, and community resources.  We provide in school and field trip 
opportunities connected to family feedback.
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Our School Improvement Plan



Assessments help us answer questions such 
as: 

• Are we teaching what we think we are 
teaching?

• Are students learning what we intend for 
them to be learning?

• Are all students improving and being 
appropriately challenged?

Some of the assessments our students will 
take this year are:

• FastBridge assessments for Literacy and 
Math (Fall, Winter, Spring)

• MCA assessments for grades 3, 4, and 5 
(Spring)

• WIDA ACCESS testing for EL students 
(Winter)

• Classroom assessments
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How We Measure Student Progress

We want to make sure our students are learning as much as possible, so we use state and 
district assessments to determine their strengths and areas for growth. The results of these 
assessments help us figure out how we can better support our students in the classroom.  



Throughout the year, we’ll share information with you 
about how your student is doing in the classroom.  

We’ll do it in the following ways:

• Family-Teacher conferences in October and 
February

• Quarterly report cards sent home with students at 
the beginning of the next quarter

• Informal conferences/conversations with families

• Scheduled appointments/meetings by request
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How We’ll Share Student 
Progress with You



Title I
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Title I supports our School Improvement Plan, and the 
funding we receive helps us reach our goals.
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What is Title I?

Title I is a federal program that 
provides money to schools 
and districts to help them 
ensure all children have an 
equal opportunity to get a 
high-quality education and 
achieve proficiency on our 
state’s academic standards and 
assessments. 



For this school year, we received $374,246 in Title I funding, which makes up 6% of our 
school budget.  

We are required to use Title I funding to improve the academic achievement of all students 
and engage YOU, our families, in that process!  The funding supports High 5, a Literacy 
Interventionist, bilingual AE support, and general AE support.

16

Cityview Elementary School is a schoolwide Title I program, 
which means all our students are able to benefit from the 

services we provide with our Title I funding.



Curriculum and Instruction Support

• Literacy intervention support

• High 5 classroom

• Associate educators to support 

students (bilingual and general 

classroom support)

Family Engagement 

• Family events throughout the year to 

support student learning
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How We’re Using our Title I Funding



• Request information from the district about whether your 
student’s teacher meets State licensing approval for the grade 
and subject being taught, is teaching with a waiver, and/or 
has certification for the field being taught

• Request information about the qualifications of any 
paraprofessional providing instruction

• Know how your child’s school is rated on its state test scores

• Expect regular communication with your school in a language 
that you can understand

• Work with other families and staff to develop a compact 
between our school and our families

• Help plan how money for family involvement should be 
spent

• Work with teachers, other families, and the school principal 
to develop a family engagement plan

• Ask for a meeting with your school principal or your child’s 
teacher at any time
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As a family member in a Title I 

School, you have the right to…



We want your input on our:
• School Improvement Plan goals and 

strategies
• Family Engagement Plan
• School-Family Compact

You can find all these documents on our school 
website!

We’d love to see you at the following school 
events:
• Cityview Open House- August 28, 2025

• Cityview Back to School Night- Sept. 23, 2025

• Family-Teacher Conferences on October 14-15, 
2025

• Math and Literacy Curriculum Event and 
American Indian Family Involvement and 
Awareness Week Event:  November 13, 2025

• National African American Parent Involvement 
Day (all families invited!)- February 9, 2026

• Family-Teacher Conferences on February 13, 
2026.

• Science Night:  May (date TBD)

• Coffee and Donuts meetings

• More events to come!
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Opportunities for Families to be Involved!

• Participate in Site Council!  Meetings occur 
based upon what is convenient for families.

• Visit your child’s classroom or volunteer at our 
school!

• Talk to your child’s teacher about events and 
issues that may affect your child’s work or 
behavior.



Expectations (Our Compact):
School-wide Expectations:
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The Cityview Way



Literacy:  MPS literacy instruction incorporates the five core components of literacy:

● Phonemic awareness
● Phonics
● Vocabulary
● Fluency
● Comprehension

Literacy Curriculum:

● UFLI Foundations for Foundational Skills in Phonemic Awareness and Phonics 
(Kindergarten through 3rd grade)

● Advanced Word Study (4th/5th grade) for Phonemic Awareness and Phonics  
● Benchmark Advance:  Reading Comprehension, Vocabulary, and Fluency

Math:  All elementary MPS students receive math instruction using the Bridges in 
Mathematics and Number Corner curriculum from the Math Learning Center.  Bridges 
prioritizes inquiry-based learning and student-centered approaches, while fostering 
mathematical reasoning in an inclusive and equitable learning environment.

Math Curriculum:

● Bridges Math and Number Corner (K-5)
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Supporting Your Child with Literacy and Math at Home:



Phonemic Awareness and Phonics learning occurs through direct instruction for 30 minutes each day.  The other 

90 minutes of literacy daily include work with comprehension, writing, and small group instruction.

Phonemic awareness:  This is the ability to notice, think about, and work with the individual sounds in spoken words.  Students 

will blend words (hear the sounds and say them as a word) and segment (break apart a word into the individual sounds).

We develop alphabet knowledge and connect sounds in speech to letters.  Alphabet knowledge includes identifying a letter by 

name, distinguishing it from others, forming the letter accurately in writing, and learning what sound(s) the letter represents.

Phonics Instruction:  This teaches the relationships between the letters of written language and the sounds of spoken language.  

Students learn to decode (read) words; the process of seeing a word, recognizing the graphemes (letter or letters that represent a 

sound), connecting the letter with the sound, and then blending the sounds together to make the word.  For example,  “/b/ spells 

b.”

Progress is assessed every 5 days.  Research has shown that if one can spell a word, one is more likely to be able to read the word. 

Fun Fact:  Humans have used spoken language for around 40,000 years, but have only used written language for about 5,000 

years.
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Literacy Instruction Grades K-3



New Concept:  The Home Practice sheet will have the new concept listed at 
the top with a list of sample words for each concept. Instead of having your 
child memorize these words, use them to help your child practice what they 
have learned about letters and sounds. To read words, your child should say 
the sound for each letter or letter combination (d-i-sh) and then blend the 
sounds to read the word (dish). To spell words, your child should break the 
word into sounds and write the letter or letter combination for each sound.

Word Work Chains:  You can guide your child’s practice by asking them to 
spell or read a new word. The Sample Word Work Chain Script shows how to 
alternate reading and spelling practice.

Irregular Words:  Your child will also learn to read and spell irregular words. 
These words have a tricky part, and that part needs to be learned “by heart.” 
The rest of the word can be sounded out. An asterisk * next to a word 
indicates that the word is temporarily irregular. This just means your child 
hasn’t yet learned all the letter-sound connections in the word.

Sentences:  It is important for children to have opportunities to practice 
applying new letter-sound connections in connected text (sentences and 
books). Have your child practice both reading and spelling the sentences 
provided.

UFLI Parent Resource Hub: 
https://ufli.education.ufl.edu/resources/parent/ 
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Supporting Literacy at Home:

First Grade Example:

https://ufli.education.ufl.edu/resources/parent/
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K-3 Learning Charts and Examples:



Students begin with a review of the syllable types and a short and long vowel review.  They study 
prefixes and suffixes, spelling rules, affixes, and Greek and Latin roots.  The Advanced Word Study 
curriculum has been developed within MPS to connect with UFLI Foundations.

Fun fact:  About 60% of our English words have Greek and Latin roots.
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Advanced Word Study (grades 4-5)



Bridges Math is a rigorous program 
designed to address the new math 
standards in a way that’s enjoyable and 
accessible to all learners.  The curriculum 
focuses on developing in students a deep 
understanding of math concepts, 
proficiency with key skills, and the ability to 
solve new and complex problems. 

Number Corner:  Number Corner is a 
skill-building program that revolves around 
the classroom calendar and gives students 
an active role. Students receive daily 
practice and review of broader 
mathematical concepts.
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Bridges Math and Number Corner



Problems & Investigations:  Problems & Investigations 
often begin with a problem posed to the whole class. 
Students think and work independently or talk in pairs 
before sharing and comparing strategies and solutions 
as a whole class. The teacher monitors and guides the 
class discussion to make sure that students understand 
important mathematical concepts. 

Work Places:  Work Places are engaging math 
exploration activities that reinforce key skills. The 
teacher observes and interacts to address students’ 
need for support and enrichment. 

Homework:  Home Connections assignments are sent 
home by your child’s teacher. The main role for parents 
is not to teach but to guide your student and take an 
interest in their work. You’ll be receiving Unit Overviews 
throughout the year that explain the math concepts the 
class is currently focused on and suggest specific ways 
you may support your child.

mathlearningcenter.org/families 
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Bridges Math Program Instruction and Homework:

http://mathlearningcenter.org/families


Principal

• Renee Montague

Family Liaison

• Terry Tyler

Contact our Main Office at 612-668-2270
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School Staff Information



We appreciate you!
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