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Where We
Are Now

No matter your plans, it is important to have
OPTIONS! 

Be proactive, not reactive.  
Apply broadly.





Options 







Postsecondary Destinations 
Class of 2025 



Building a Balanced List 
4 year, 2 year, career education 
In State, Out of State, Public, Private
COST! In state, tuition match, free app weeks
Size, location, major 

College type

Likely, target, reach 
Do your research - SCOIR, Common Data Sets 
Understand nuance 

Balance of
Competitiveness

Early Action, Early Decision, Rolling, Regular
Decision
Pay attention to deadlines and response dates 

Deadline Type 



Early Action - 
due Nov. 1  or 15  typically - receive
a response by end of Jan.

st th

Early Decision - 
Due NOV. 1  or 15  typically -
RESPONSE BY Dec. 15  - but
binding!

st th

th

Rolling - 
First come, first serve

Regular Decision - 
Due JAN. 1, RESPONSE AS LATE AS
EARLY APRIL

College Deadline Types 



School
Counseling
Support 

So far...

Junior Conferences
College Bus Trip 
Summer Application Boot Camps 
English Class - Application  Workshops
Monthly Newsletter
Daily Availability
Senior-Counselor Graduation Check-in
meetings
PSAT DAY!  Oct. 22  - 9am to 11am
Application Workshop with
Counselors/English Teachers 

nd
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Academic
Rigor 
GPA 
Standardized test scores* 
Application Essay 
Recommendations - Counselor & Teacher 

Non-Academic 
Interview*
Extracurricular activities 
Talent/ability 
Character/personal
qualities 
First generation 

What colleges look for...What colleges look for...

Alumni relation
State residency*
Volunteer work 
Work experience 
Level of applicant’s interest*



Common Data Set



Common Data Set



xxxxxxxxxxxxxx



How to Apply
Either via Common App or the college’s own online
application, the process is started once a student
completes and submits their application. 1. Student Submits Application 

Once the student ensures that their college is on their SCOIR
account under APPLIED, Mahwah High School will then
compile the required documents to submit to each college.  2. MHS sends required documents

Once the student application and school documents are
submitted, each individual college will communicate with
the STUDENT as to the status of the application / any
missing materials.

3. College completes file and
updates status for student 



When to apply...When to apply...

*MHS School Counseling needs 2 WEEKS notice to process documents!

Go through your list and sort by deadline:
Nov. 1  Deadline? You must submit by Friday October 17  st th
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Family 

Student 

School 



Roles & Responsibilities Roles & Responsibilities 

As a family, what do you want to get out this process? 

What will a successful process look like for you?

What lessons and values do we want students to learn through this process? 
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Deciding Deciding 

Making a good decision for your future...

Trust the Process

Accept, Reject, Deferral, Waitlist

Financial Aid Packages

Admit to programs/alternate campuses 

May 1st - Candidate Reply Date



Financial Aid Night 
Tuesday October 14  at 6pm th

Bob Traitz, CFP, American Education
Funding, LLC  - Guest Presenter 





Thank you for attendingThank you for attending


