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Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
We have some exciting updates to the academy course offerings for your student(s) since we 
have fully implemented the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme. Beginning 
with the Class of 2028, our current sophomores, all EHS Academy students will be engaging in 
IB courses for their core academics. The EHS Academy has always been the home of advanced 
academics at the secondary level, and this is our final step in the implementation of the IB 
Diploma Programme.  
 
All EHS Academy students will have the opportunity to decide whether to pursue the Full IB 
Diploma or to remain a course candidate, but the key changes to their core academics are listed 
below. 
 
EHS Academy students will take the following IB courses beginning in their Junior year.  
Students must take one course in each of the bolded groups. 
 

●​ Group 1 Studies in Language and Literature: IB English Literature HL Year 1  
●​ Group 2 Language Acquisition: If students have taken French or Spanish, they will 

proceed to the IB French OR IB Spanish class that corresponds with their language level. 
Students may continue with German or Japanese into years 3 and 4 of high school.  

●​ Group 3 Individuals and Society: IB Global Politics HL Year 1 OR IB Social and 
Cultural Anthropology SL Year 1  

●​ Group 4 Sciences: IB Chemistry HL Year 1 OR IB Physics SL Year 1 (OR IB 
Environmental System and Societies beginning with the Class of 2029)  

●​ Group 5 Mathematics: IB Mathematics Analysis and Approaches SL Year 1* 
●​ Group 6 The Arts: IB Visual Arts SL (taught in English or Spanish) OR IB Music SL 

 
If students choose to be Full IB Diploma candidates, their schedule will include 6 IB courses (3 
to 4 HL courses and 2 to 3 SL courses), Theory of Knowledge, Extended Essay, and the 
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) Project. Please see the course matrices on subsequent pages 
for offerings and sample student schedules. Information for benefits of the Full DP program are 
included in the Benefits of Attaining a Full IB Diploma section. 
 

 



If students are not pursuing the Full IB Diploma, they will have room in their schedule for 
electives from the full catalog of offerings at EHS. 
 
 

FAQs 

 
What if my student did not take either Algebra 1 or Honors Geometry in 8th grade? 
 
Students who took 8th Grade Math at their middle school may not be prepared to take the IB Math course. 
As a result, the student may be given an exception and be placed in the math appropriate to his/her level 
of preparedness. This placement will be based on student performance and in conjunction with the current 
math teacher's recommendation and counselor's recommendation. 
 
What if my student is currently taking German or Japanese? 
 
If students are currently enrolled in German or Japanese, they may continue to year 3 of study in either of 
those languages. While we do not currently offer these courses as IB courses, students may continue their 
coursework in German or Japanese as traditional high school courses. 
 
What if my student is already proficient in Spanish? 
 
Regarding Language Acquisition (Language B), students will be assessed for their level of proficiency. 
Language B courses are for those students who are still developing proficiency in the target language of 
instruction. If a student is found to be performing at a level above the Language B requirements, they will 
be advised to take either Language A Spanish or French ab initio if the student is pursuing the full 
diploma. Otherwise the student can pursue a third language: German or Japanese.  However, these two 
languages are not currently offered as IB courses. 
 
How can my student fulfill the requirements of the IB Program and remain in the Dual 
Language program? 
 
Students who are remaining in the Dual Language program concurrent with their enrollment in the EHS 
Academy will gain their Dual Language credits in the following manner:  

●​ Freshman year: ALE 1 and Math course taught in Spanish (4 credits) 
●​ Sophomore Year: ALE 2, Math, and Health taught in Spanish (5 credits) 
●​ Junior year: IB Spanish Literature SL, Visual Arts SL - taught in Spanish, AP Government (5 

credits) 
●​ Senior Year: IB Spanish Literature SL, Visual Arts SL - taught in Spanish, AP Macroeconomics 

(5 credits) 
 
What if my student is interested in the full-time Dual Credit program at ECC? 
 

 



Your student may choose to enroll in the full-time Dual Credit program at Elgin Community College 
(ECC), however, each U-46 high school may send up to 10 students to be full-time at ECC as juniors. If 
your student is selected to participate in this program, your student will be exited from the Academy at 
EHS and will be an ECC student. Should your student decide the full-time Dual Credit is not an 
appropriate placement, your student will not be re-enrolled in the Academy upon return to the 
comprehensive high school. Your student may also be required to return to their home high school to 
complete their high school experience. 

 



EHS Gifted and Talented/International Baccalaureate Academy Full Diploma Course 
Sequence (beginning with class of 2028) 

 
IB Curriculum Area Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Group 1 - English Gifted World Literature Gifted American 
Literature 

IB English Literature HL 
Year 1  

IB English Literature HL 
Year 2 

Group 2 - Language 
Acquisition 

 

Recommended to take:  
Spanish 
French 

German 
Japanese 

Recommended to take:  
Spanish 
French 

German 
Japanese 

Dependent on 
Preparation 

IB Spanish ab initio SL 
Year 1 

IB Spanish B SL or HL 
Year 1 

IB French B SL or HL 
Year 1 

Dependent on 
Preparation 

IB Spanish ab initio SL 
Year 2 

IB Spanish B SL or HL 
Year 2 

IB French B SL or HL 
Year 2 

Group 3 - Social Studies AP Human Geography AP United States History IB Global Politics HL Year 
1 

Or 
IB Social and Cultural 

Anthropology SL Year 1 

IB Global Politics HL Year 
2 

Or 
IB Social and Cultural 

Anthropology SL Year 2 

Group 4 - Sciences Academy Honors Biology Academy Honors 
Chemistry/Physics 

IB Chemistry HL Year 1 
Or  

IB Physics SL or HL Year 
1 

Or 
IB Environmental 

Systems and Society SL 
Year 1 

IB Chemistry HL Year 2 
Or  

IB Physics SL or HL Year 
2 

Or 
IB Environmental 

Systems and Society SL 
Year 2 

Group 5 - Mathematics 
 

High School Math 
classes taken in middle 

school count as high 
school math credits 

provided student earned 
a B or better 

Honors Geometry 
Or 

Honors Algebra 2 
 

Students can enter at a lower 
level of mathematics but will 
need to acquire the necessary 
skills for the IB Mathematics 

course in the Junior and 
Senior years 

Honors Algebra 2  
OR  

Honors Pre-Calculus 
Or  

AP Statistics 

IB Math Analysis and 
Approaches SL Year 1 

IB Math Analysis and 
Approaches SL Year 2 

Group 6 - Fine 
Arts/Elective 

Elective of Choice Elective of Choice Elective of Choice 
IB Music SLYear 1  

IB Visual Arts SL Year 1 
2nd Group 3 course 
2nd Group 4 course 

 

Elective of Choice 
IB Music Sl Year 2 

IB Visual Arts SL Year 2 
2nd Group 3 course 
2nd Group 4 course 

TOK   Spring Semester Fall Semester 

Other Requirements PE PE and Health Independent PE 
1 Semester AP 
Government 

Extended Essay and CAS 
Project 

Independent PE 
1 Semester AP 

Macroeconomics 
Extended Essay and CAS 

Project 

 

 



EHS Gifted and Talented/International Baccalaureate Academy Full Bilingual Diploma 
Course Sequence (beginning with class of 2028) 

For students who are in the Dual Language Program or Spanish Proficient 

IB Curriculum Area Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Group 1 - English Gifted World Literature Gifted American 
Literature 

IB English Literature HL 
Year 1 

IB English Literature HL 
Year 2 

Group 1 - Spanish 
 

ALE (DL students) 
None 

ALE 2 (DL students) 
None 

IB Spanish Literature SL 
Year 1 

IB Spanish Literature SL 
Year 2 

Group 3 - Social Studies AP Human Geography AP United States History IB Global Politics HL Year 
1 

Or 
IB Social and Cultural 

Anthropology SL Year 1 

IB Global Politics HL Year 
2 

Or 
IB Social and Cultural 

Anthropology SL Year 2 

Group 4 - Sciences Academy Honors Biology Academy Honors 
Chemistry/Physics 

IB Chemistry HL Year 1 
Or  

IB Physics SL or HL Year 
1 

Or 
IB Environmental 

Systems and Society SL 
Year 1 

IB Chemistry HL Year 2 
Or  

IB Physics SL or HL Year 
2 

Or 
IB Environmental 

Systems and Society SL 
Year 2 

Group 5 - Mathematics 
 

High School Math 
classes taken in middle 

school count as high 
school math credits 

provided student earned 
a B or better 

Honors Geometry 
Or 

Honors Algebra 2 
(in Spanish if DL student) 
Students can enter at a lower 
level of mathematics but will 
need to acquire the necessary 
skills for the IB Mathematics 

course in the Junior and 
Senior years 

Honors Algebra 2  
OR  

Honors Pre-Calculus 
Or  

AP Statistics 
(in Spanish if DL student) 

IB Math Analysis and 
Approaches SL Year 1 

IB Math Analysis and 
Approaches SL Year 2 

Group 6 - Fine 
Arts/Elective 

Elective of Choice Elective of Choice Elective of Choice 
IB Music SL Year 1 

IB Visual Arts SL Year 
1(in Spanish if DL 

student) 
2nd Group 3 course 
2nd Group 4 course 

Elective of Choice 
IB Music SL Year 1 

IB Visual Arts SL Year 
2(in Spanish if DL 

student) 
2nd Group 3 course 
2nd Group 4 course 

TOK   Spring Semester Fall Semester 

Other Requirements PE PE and  
Health(in Spanish if DL 

student) 

Independent PE 
1 Semester AP 
Government 

Extended Essay and CAS 
Project 

Independent PE 
1 Semester AP 

Macroeconomics 
Extended Essay and CAS 

Project 

 

 



EHS Gifted and Talented/International Baccalaureate Academy Course 
Sequence - Not seeking Full IB Diploma (beginning with class of 2028) 

Categories with asterisk(**) are required to be taken as IB courses to remain an EHS Academy student 

IB Curriculum Area Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Group 1 - English** Gifted World 
Literature** 

Gifted American 
Literature** 

IB English Literature 
HL Year 1** 

IB English Literature 
HL Year 2** 

Group 2 - Language 
Acquisition 

 
Recommended to take 
for college acceptance 

Recommended to take:  
Spanish 
French 

German 
Japanese 

Recommended to take:  
Spanish 
French 

German 
Japanese 

Dependent on 
Preparation 

Continue with previous 
language 

IB Spanish ab initio 
IB Spanish B Year 1 
IB French B Year 1 

Dependent on 
Preparation 

Continue with previous 
language 

IB Spanish ab initio 
IB Spanish B Year 2 
IB French B Year 2 

Group 3 - Social 
Studies** 

AP Human Geography** AP United States 
History** 

Choose 1 
IB Global Politics HL 

Year 1 
Or 

IB Social and Cultural 
Anthropology SL Year 1 

Choose 1 
IB Global Politics HL 

Year 2 
Or 

IB Social and Cultural 
Anthropology SL Year 2 

Group 4 - Sciences** Academy Honors 
Biology** 

Academy Honors 
Chemistry/Physics** 

Choose 1 
IB Chemistry HL Year 1 

Or  
IB Physics SL or HL 

Year 1 
Or 

IB Environmental 
Systems and Society SL 
Year 1 (class of 2029) 

Choose 1 
IB Chemistry HL Year 2 

Or  
IB Physics SL or HLYear 

2 
Or 

IB Environmental 
Systems and Society SL 
Year 2 (class of 2029) 

Group 5 - Mathematics** 
 

High School Math 
classes taken in middle 

school count as high 
school math credits 

provided student earned 
a B or better 

Honors Geometry 
Or 

Honors Algebra 2 
 

Students can enter at a 
lower level of mathematics 

but will need to acquire 
the necessary skills for the 
IB Mathematics course in 

the Junior and Senior 
years 

Honors Algebra 2  
OR  

Honors Pre-Calculus 
Or  

AP Statistics 

IB Math Analysis and 
Approaches SL Year 1​

 
 

If a student is not working 
towards the full IB diploma, then 
that student would have room in 
their schedule for a math elective 
and therefore can select a second 
math option. All full IB diploma 
students will only have room in 

their schedule to take IB 
Mathematics Analysis and 

Approaches SL Year 1. 

IB Math Analysis and 
Approaches SL Year 2 

 
 
 

If a student is not working 
towards the full IB diploma, then 
that student would have room in 
their schedule for a math elective 
and therefore can select a second 
math option. All full IB diploma 
students will only have room in 

their schedule to take IB 
Mathematics Analysis and 

Approaches SL Year 2. 

Group 6 - Fine 
Arts/Elective 

Elective of Choice Elective of Choice Elective of Choice or 
IB Music SL Year 1  

IB Visual Arts Sl Year 1 

Elective of Choice or 
IB Music SL Year 1 

IB Visual Arts SL Year 2 

TOK   N/A N/A 

Other Requirements PE PE and Health PE 
1 Semester AP 
Government 

PE 
1 Semester AP 

Macroeconomics 

 
 

 



Advantages of Attaining a Full IB Diploma 
 

Helpful links: 
recognition.ibo.org - indicates what International Baccalaureate (IB) credits count for what at 
different universities 
-Full Diploma Program (DP) and courses are reflected on this site 
 
US Colleges and Universities that the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) 
states recognize IB Coursework   
(some award credit for Full Diploma Only) This is not a complete list. 

 
 Abilene Christian University 
Agnes Scott College 
Alfred University 
American Musical & Dramatic 
Academy AMDA) - Los Angeles 
American Musical & Dramatic 
Academy (AMDA) - New York 
American University 
Amherst College 
Appalachian State University 
Arkansas State University - 
Jonesboro 
Augustana University - South Dakota 
Austin College 
Avila University 
Baylor University 
Bellarmine University 
Bennington College 
Bob Jones University 
Boston College 
Boston University 
Bowdoin College 
Brigham Young University - Utah 
Brown University 
Bryant University 
Butler University 
Cal Poly Humboldt 
Caldwell University 
Calvin University 
Carnegie Mellon University 
Case Western Reserve University 
Central Lakes College 
Central Texas College 
Chapman University 
Christian Brothers University 
Christopher Newport University 
City Colleges of Chicago 
Claremont McKenna College 
Clark University 
Clarkson University 

Clemson University 
Cleveland Institute of Art 
College for Creative Studies 
College of the Ozarks 
College of Wooster 
Collin College (All locations) 
Colorado School of Mines 
Columbia College Chicago 
Concordia College - Moorhead 
Cornell College 
Covenant College 
Dartmouth College 
Davenport University 
Denison University 
DePaul University 
Dominican University of California 
Duke University 
Elmhurst University 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University - Daytona Beach 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University : Worldwide & Online 
Emerson College 
Emory University 
Flagler College 
Florida Atlantic University 
Florida International University 
Florida State University 
Friends University 
Frostburg State University 
Furman University 
George Fox University 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
Gonzaga University 
Goshen College 
Grace College 
Grand Canyon University 
Grand Valley State University 
Hamilton College 
Hampshire College 

Hesston College 
Houghton University 
Indiana Institute of Technology 
Iona University 
Ithaca College 
James Madison University 
John Carroll University 
Johns Hopkins University 
Judson College at Southeastern 
Kansas State University 
Kent State University 
Laguna College of Art and Design 
Lane Community College 
Lawrence University 
Le Moyne College 
Lebanon Valley College 
Linfield University - McMinnville 
List College - Jewish Theological 
Seminary 
Los Angeles College of Music 
(LACM) 
Loyola Marymount University 
Loyola University - Chicago 
Luther College 
Lycoming College 
Lynn University 
Macalester College 
Maine College of Art and Design 
Marist College 
Mars Hill University 
Mercyhurst University 
Merrimack College 
Metropolitan State University - St. 
Paul 
Michigan State University 
Midwestern State University 
Milligan University 
Minerva University 
Minneapolis College of Art and 
Design 

 

http://recognition.ibo.org


Minneapolis Community and 
Technical College 
Minnesota State University - 
Moorhead 
Mississippi State University 
Missouri Southern State University - 
Joplin 
Missouri State University 
Mount Aloysius College 
Mount Holyoke College 
Nelson University 
New England College 
New Jersey Institute of Technology 
New York University 
Newman University 
Niagara University 
North Carolina State University 
North Central Texas College 
North Hennepin Community College 
North Park University 
Northern Arizona University 
Northwest Missouri State University 
Northwest Nazarene University 
Northwest State Community College 
Northwestern University 
Oakland University 
Oberlin College & Conservatory 
Occidental College 
Oglethorpe University 
Ohio Northern University 
Ohio State University 
Ohio Wesleyan University 
Olympic College 
Oregon State University 
Pacific Lutheran University 
Pacific University 
Palm Beach Atlantic University 
Pennsylvania State University 
Pomona College 
Portland State University 
Prairie View A&M University 
Presbyterian College 
Purdue University Global 
Quinnipiac University 
Rhode Island School of Design 
Rice University 
Rider University 
Rochester Institute of Technology 
Roger Williams University 
Rogue Community College 
Rowan University 
Rutgers University - New Brunswick 
Sacred Heart University 
Saint Mary's College of California 
Samford University 
Santa Clara University 

Santa Monica College 
Savannah College of Art and Design 
(SCAD) - All locations 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago 
Scripps College 
Seattle Pacific University 
Seton Hall University 
Shepherd University 
Slippery Rock University 
Southern Illinois University - 
Carbondale 
Southern Illinois University - 
Edwardsville 
Southern Methodist University 
Southwestern University 
St. Catherine University 
St. Edward's University 
St. Mary's College of Maryland 
St. Olaf College 
St. Petersburg College 
St. Thomas University 
St. Xavier University 
Suffolk University 
SUNY - Binghamton University 
SUNY - Brockport 
SUNY - Geneseo 
SUNY - Niagara County Community 
College 
SUNY - Oswego 
SUNY - Plattsburgh 
SUNY - Potsdam 
SUNY - University at Albany 
Syracuse University 
Tabor College 
Tarrant County College 
Temple University 
Texas Christian University 
The College of Idaho 
The New School – New York 
Toccoa Falls College 
Transylvania University 
Trinity College 
University of Alabama at 
Birmingham 
University of Alaska - Anchorage 
University of Arizona - Tucson 
University of Baltimore 
University of California - Los 
Angeles 
University of California - Merced 
University of California - San Diego 
University of California - Santa Cruz 
University of Chicago 
University of Cincinnati 
University of Dayton 
University of Denver 

University of Detroit Mercy 
University of Florida 
University of Hartford 
University of Illinois at Urbana - 
Champaign 
University of Kansas 
University of Kentucky 
University of Maine (all campuses) 
University of Maryland - College 
Park 
University of Massachusetts - 
Amherst 
University of Massachusetts - Boston 
University of Miami 
University of Missouri - Columbia 
University of Montevallo 
University of Nebraska - Omaha 
University of New Mexico - 
Albuquerque 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill 
University of North Georgia (all 
campuses) 
University of North Texas 
University of Northern Iowa 
University of Notre Dame 
University of Oregon 
University of Pittsburgh at Bradford 
University of San Diego 
University of San Francisco 
University of Scranton 
University of South Alabama 
University of South Carolina - 
Beaufort 
University of South Carolina - 
Columbia 
University of South Dakota 
University of Southern California 
University of Tampa 
University of Tennessee - 
Chattanooga 
University of Texas at Arlington 
University of Toledo 
University of Tulsa 
University of Utah 
University of Wisconsin - Green Bay 
University of Wisconsin - Madison 
University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee 
University of Wisconsin - Whitewater 
University of Wyoming 
Utah Tech University 
Valparaiso University 
Virginia State University 
Virginia Tech (Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University) 
Wake Forest University 

 



Warner Pacific University 
Washington & Jefferson College 
Washington State University - 
Pullman 
Wayne State University 
Webber International University 
Webster University - Saint Louis 

Wentworth Institute of Technology 
Wesleyan College - Macon 
Wesleyan University - Middletown 
Western Carolina University 
Western Washington University 
Westminster University 
Wheaton College - Massachusetts 

Williams College 
Winona State University 
Wofford College 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
Xavier University - Cincinnati 
Youngstown State University 

 
 
 

Advantages of taking IB coursework for Students 
Universities recognize that IB students can do the work required in college - writing is especially strong 
due to Internal Assessments (IA) and Extend Essays (EE) 
Credits awarded for IB classes (up to 2 years for full DP!) mean that students have additional 
opportunities: 

●​ Enhance opportunities for study abroad experiences 
●​ Early acceptance to honors colleges (with additional scholarship opportunities) 
●​ Internship/Research opportunities are available sooner 
●​ Double major is easier to achieve 
●​ Graduate early (can save money) 

 
Important Admissions Info: 

●​ In Illinois 3 credits are awarded for each score of 4 or higher in IB classes Standard Level (SL) 
and Higher Level (HL) 

●​ Also true in Oregon, Colorado, Washington, Florida, Texas, North Carolina, Kansas, Arizona, and 
Mississippi 

●​ Indiana and Ohio are working on their policies 
●​ Highly selective schools want Full DP and scores of 6 and 7 
●​ International admissions focus more on academic record than supplemental materials required in 

the US 
○​ UK - students skip first year of university with full DP 
○​ Switzerland requires full DP but does not accept several courses from EHS  
○​ Canada only looks at extracurriculars for scholarship opportunities 
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