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Head’s Message
Welcome back!

Over the last two weeks, staff have been getting ready for the return of pupils. The excitement of a new
term and a new academic year has been palpable.

On Tuesday morning, it was lovely to welcome everyone, whether returning pupils, parents and staff, or
those who are new to our community. Before I even got to assembly, one of our pupils came to find me
with a handmade gift which read, ‘Mr Rainer, I can’t wait for the year ahead. Many opportunities await’.
Returning to school is an invitation to Flourish; to grow with purpose, joy, and confidence in an
environment built on our core values of Love, Contribution, and Courage.

As the new term unfolds, our pupils step into classrooms and outdoor spaces alive with opportunities to
explore, create, and learn. Whether delving into the classroom with its enriching blend of transferable skills,
inquiry learning, and subject knowledge, or engaging in Forest School adventures under the trees, every
day offers fresh opportunities to grow.

Here, flourishing isn’t just an aspiration - it’s our aim. We strive to ignite each child's personal journey,
helping them develop critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, compassion, and communication - the 5
Cs that equip them to flourish in today’s changing world.

In essence, returning to school at Dean Close St John’s isn’t simply about resuming lessons. It is about
stepping back into a community dedicated to helping everyone flourish, to seize every opportunity that
fuels curiosity, character, and lifelong learning.

Of course, these things don’t just happen, they are intentional. Today, we had a wonderful opportunity
while looking forward to the year ahead, to be grateful for how they happen. Mrs Davies has been with St
John’s for 25 years. She demonstrates our values daily. We are extremely grateful for her long service and
humble dedication in giving the next generation opportunities to flourish.

I am grateful that our community flourishes and, even more so, for the daily living of our values, evidenced
by our pupils and staff. As my gift said: ‘many opportunities await’ and I cannot wait to see them occur,
and for all to flourish in the year ahead.

Best wishes
 
 
Tom Rainer
Head

6TH SEPTEMBER 2025



Welcome Back!

To welcome all our new and returning Pre-Prep
pupils, our hall was transformed into a Little City
of shops, vets, hairdressers, building sites, and
more, thanks to Little City Gloucestershire, who
created a fantastic role-play world for our youngest
learners.

The children loved exploring different professions
and even treated their teachers to some (pretend!)
goodies - coffees, cakes and stylish new hairstyles.

Our Prep pupils were excited to see each other and dive back into learning. After a longer form time on
Tuesday to get familiar with their timetables and all that’s new this year, they enjoyed lessons, sports
activities, and catching up with friends during break times.

A warm welcome to all new families at St John's!

We hope everyone had a great week!



Clubs

You can apply to all school-run Prep Clubs (Years 3-8)  using this link. Clubs run
by St John’s teachers have no additional fee.

Clubs run by external providers, such as gymnastics and dance, are not included in this form and
require separate application forms - please see below. These clubs do have a fee.

Afternoon activities for Pre-Prep (Kindergarten - Year 2) will be sent to parents separately by the
Pre-Prep staff.

Activities & Clubs

Wye Gymnastics & Galaxy Cheerleading run gymnastics
classes for St John’s pupils on Monday afternoons, in
three groups according to age. Please see the timings on
their flyer.

To view fees and apply, please use their booking link
here.

Dance class days and times will remain the same this term. Lessons
will start from next week (w/c 8th September).

Lesson Days/Times:
Wednesday 9:00 am – Kindergarten
Wednesday 12:05 pm – Prep
Thursday 12:35 pm – Pre-Prep

For more information or to apply, please contact Caroline Graham
at carolineschoolofdance@hotmail.com

We are delighted to be resuming music lessons this academic year and look
forward to supporting your child's progress and enjoyment as they develop
their skills on their chosen instrument. To help your child make the most of
their lessons, please ensure they bring the following items each week:

A music pad (exercise book for lesson notes and feedback - this is
provided by the music teacher)
Relevant sheet music and books
Their instrument (if required)

If you have any questions or enquiries, please feel free to contact Mr Seth
directly (sethk@deanclosestjohns.org.uk)

Music Lessons

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxVd1jfgSmSvLREBYzw6BBb7yH9mRh-etUvnng2bGseZk1Sg/viewform
https://uk.gomotionapp.com/team/wggc/page/class-registration
https://uk.gomotionapp.com/team/wggc/page/class-registration


The new menus, created by our wonderful chef, Steve, are now available on
the school website.

This year, we are also introducing a snack menu, which has already been a
big success with the children!

We aim to offer a balanced diet, sourcing as many ingredients locally as
possible. Both meaty and vegetarian options are always available, and we
cater for a range of allergies. We encourage children to enjoy a balanced
plate, while remaining flexible to individual needs.

If you have any questions regarding the menu, please contact us at
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk . For allergies or other dietary requirements,
please get in touch with our Health Coordinator, Abi Martin at
martina@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

Year 4 Camp Postponed

Unfortunately, the Year 4 Camp which was scheduled for 19  September has been postponed, as
the centre have been in touch to say that they are now unable to host us on the date that we had
booked. We are looking to try and arrange an alternative later in the year and will be in touch
with details once that is confirmed.

th

New menus - 
Michaelmas term

Boarding at St John’s

Our boarding house is open to all Prep pupils (Years
3–8) for both regular and occasional bookings. You
can read more about our flexible boarding options on
our website here.

This year, we are offering a special price for regular
four-night weekly bookings at just £900 per term - a
great opportunity to to experience regular boarding.

We also run regular boarding weekends, giving pupils
the chance to enjoy exciting activities together. The
first weekend will take place from 13th to 14th
September, featuring outdoor water inflatables and a
trip to Go Ape.

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/school-life/health-and-wellbeing/nutrition
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/school-life/boarding/flexible-boarding
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/school-life/boarding/boarding-events


This term, we are delighted to celebrate 25 years of dedicated
service from Mrs Vicky Davies, teaching assistant at Pre-Prep,
who has been an integral part of life at St John’s. We asked her to
reflect on this incredible journey.

What has brought you the most joy in working with pupils
and colleagues over the years?

What brings me the most joy is seeing children thrive—helping
them reach their full potential by getting to know each child as an
individual and using that understanding to support them in the
best way possible.
 

Looking back over your 25 years here, what moment(s)
stand out as the most meaningful to you?

Over the last 25 years, every moment has been meaningful and a
special part of the journey. From watching children grow and
seeing their learning come to life, to sharing unforgettable school
trips and funny stories, each memory has left its mark. One of the
most rewarding experiences is seeing former pupils return and
hearing about their achievements - it’s truly inspiring to see how
far they’ve come.
 

What keeps you motivated and inspired after 25 years at
the school?

What keeps me going is being part of a fantastic team, working
alongside wonderful colleagues—and of course, the children, who
keep me on my toes and bring smiles and laughter every single
day.

Meet the Staff -
Celebrating Vicky Davies’

25  Work Anniversaryth

We are so grateful for the care, commitment, and joy Mrs Davies has brought 

to St John’s over the years. Here’s to many more memories to come!



Friends of St John’s Quiz Night -
Friday, 10th OCTOBER

Tickets are now available to book online here:
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/friendsofdeanclosestjohns/1633015

We look forward to seeing you at the new event!

The Friends of St John's invite you to join us for our ever-popular Annual Curry & Quiz Night - an evening
packed with laughter, great food, and a little friendly competition!

DATE & TIME: Friday 10th October, 7.00pm- 10.00pm
PLACE: Singleton Hall, St John's Dean Close School

Tickets are £13.50 per person or £12.50pp for teams of 6. A delicious curry is included, and there'll be a
fully stocked bar to keep everyone refreshed.

To help us make the night run smoothly, please let us know of any dietary requirements when booking,
and if you'd like to pre-order drinks, you can do so alongside your ticket.

It's always a fantastic evening of food, fun, and friendly rivalry - so gather your team and get ready for a
brilliant night out!

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/friendsofdeanclosestjohns/1633015


School Calendar & Events

Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Michaelmas
Term 2025 on the school website.

To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the
announced calendar in red.

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk


Community Events


