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Head’s Message

Staff meet before the official start of every term to review a range of topics and ensure everything is in place
for the new term and the year ahead. Ideally, these sessions should inspire us and challenge us to reflect on
our current practice, helping us to bring out the best in ourselves and in every one of our pupils.

This year, we were delighted to welcome David Brown, who gave us some unique insights: The Quiet
Revolution – Understanding Introverts and Extroverts.

There has been a growing recognition of the different ways people think, communicate, and recharge. In
his insightful talk, ‘The Quiet Revolution’, David Brown explores the contrast between introverts and
extroverts, challenging long-held assumptions about what it means to lead, learn, and succeed.

Extroverts are typically energised by social interaction. They thrive in busy, lively environments, often
thinking out loud and feeling most alive in groups. In contrast, introverts tend to draw energy from
solitude. They may prefer deep conversations to small talk, and often need quiet space to reflect and
recharge.

Brown argues that society, especially in education and the workplace, often favours extroverted qualities -
speaking up quickly, working in groups, and being outwardly confident. Yet this can lead to
misunderstanding or overlooking the strengths of quieter individuals.

Introverts, Brown suggests, bring depth, focus, and creativity to the table. They may be more thoughtful
decision-makers and excellent listeners. The key is not to label one personality type as better, but to create
environments where both can flourish.

At Dean Close St John’s, this message is especially important. In classrooms, sports teams, and choirs alike,
recognising these differences helps us support every pupil’s voice, whether loud or quiet. Encouraging
reflection as much as participation, ensures that no one is left behind simply because they express
themselves differently.

Brown’s Quiet Revolution is a call to celebrate the power of both silence and speech, and to understand
that leadership, courage, and kindness can come in many forms. How do we reflect, value, and celebrate
reflection and listening, and also, how do we present? I, for one, was challenged to go a little slower with
some presentations, to enable people who process differently, to contribute differently. Several staff
commented that it really made them think about what we value and how we set up our classrooms,
lessons and feedback. What will help us achieve our overall aim of flourishing will be a deeper
understanding of ourselves and each other, so we can promote and bring out the best we can all be. As we
approach the year ahead, I encourage all of us to explore these nuances and celebrate what we each bring
to our community.

Best wishes, 
Tom Rainer
Head
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Breakfast Club

Our amazing hospitality team member,
Angela, is continuing her popular
cooking sessions in the dining room
this year. The first session was with the
Pre-Prep children, who made
shortbread. They did an amazing job
creating their own shortbread from
scratch! There were lots of smiles,
enthusiastic stirring, and plenty of
excitement along the way.

Please note that Breakfast Club needs to be booked 48 hours in advance with
Hayley in Reception. If your child is attending Breakfast Club, please ensure
that they arrive between 7:50am and 8:00am, as the club finishes at 8:10am so
that children can be in form time promptly.

The club is proving very popular and we do have to cap numbers due to space
and staffing, so please only send your child to the club if they are booked in.

Pre-Prep News

School Clubs Started This Week!

All Pre-Prep and Prep clubs kicked off this week! From
Monday to Friday, children have the opportunity to join a
wide range of activities. From music, choir, gymnastics,
ballet, creative and wellbeing clubs, to golf, netball and
other sports.

All clubs run by St John’s teachers are free of charge,
while those provided by external specialists have a fee.

If you have any questions regarding the clubs, please
contact us at office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk



Keeping Children Safe 

Music exams results

During the last week of the summer term, 18 children sat their Associated
Board of the Royal Schools of Music exams in the Embassy. We are thrilled to
report that all of our students passed, with 15% passing, 50% gaining a merit,
35% gaining a distinction and 6 automatic Prep Test passes.
 

Each year, over 600,000 candidates take ABRSM music exams in over 90
countries. ABRSM exams are reputed for their high standards and rigorous
evaluation of musicianship and technical proficiency, with the pass mark at
66%, 75% as merit and 87% as distinction, which makes music exams some of
the highest graded examinations.
 

Whilst examiners are not allowed to comment directly on the day, our
examiner praised the high level of organisation and performance etiquette from
our pupils, the wide variety of styles performed and the enthusiasm and
enjoyment displayed when performing. He expressed that it was a thoroughly
enjoyable day of music making.
 

Music making is a huge part of our life at St John's. It enhances cognitive skills
like memory and reasoning, improves physical coordination and motor skills,
boosts emotional and social development through creativity and teamwork,
and fosters discipline and patience. We offer tuition in piano, singing, strings,
brass, woodwind, guitar and drums. For more information, or to organise a
free taster session, contact Mr Seth sethk@deanclosestjohns.org.uk

As pupils and their families settle back into school routines, it’s a great time to think about online
safety. Please see below for some helpful guides to keep parents informed about what their children
are doing online and the potential risks to watch out for.

As your child discovers new apps, platforms and devices this year, it’s important to give them the
tools they need to make positive choices online.
 

Internet Matters back to school guides give you the tools and advice you need to help your child
make the most of their school year, whether they've just started primary or are getting ready for the
move up to secondary.

The Internet Matters Primary School Guide helps parents understand popular apps like YouTube
and Roblox, spot online risks, and access tips to keep children safe.

For parents of senior pupils, the Internet Matters Moving to Secondary School Guide helps you
understand group chats and online challenges, recognise risks like misinformation and bullying, and
access tips to keep your children safe online.

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Duncan,Designated Safeguarding and
Pastoral Lead at duncanl@deanclosestjohns.org.uk

mailto:sethk@deanclosestjohns.org.uk
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/back-to-school-online-safety-guides/?utm_campaign=3767134_NL110925T%20-%20Back%20To%20School%20Primary%20and%20Transition%20-%20Send%20home%20to%20parents&utm_medium=email&utm_source=email_internal&dm_i=7MSZ,28QQM,1HNVLX,481NQ,1
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/discovering-digital-at-primary-school/?utm_campaign=3767134_NL110925T%20-%20Back%20To%20School%20Primary%20and%20Transition%20-%20Send%20home%20to%20parents&utm_medium=email&utm_source=email_internal&dm_i=7MSZ,28QQM,1HNVLX,481NQ,1
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/moving-to-secondary-school-online-safety-guide/?utm_campaign=3767134_NL110925T%20-%20Back%20To%20School%20Primary%20and%20Transition%20-%20Send%20home%20to%20parents&utm_medium=email&utm_source=email_internal&dm_i=7MSZ,28QQM,1HNVLX,481NQ,1


 

Could you tell us about your artistic background and the mediums or techniques you are
most passionate about?

My background is in mixed media, where I love experimenting and layering techniques to create
something unique. I work across illustration, painting, embroidery and appliqué, as well as designing
and making by hand. I’m especially passionate about sustainability, by finding creative ways to reuse
materials and turn them into something new and inspiring.
 

What upcoming projects or initiatives can pupils and parents look forward to in the art
department this academic year?

This year, pupils can look forward to projects that really stretch their imagination and creativity. We’ll
be working on lots of 3D making, experimenting with industry techniques, and turning ideas into
tangible creations. I want pupils to feel empowered to explore, take risks, and see their imagination
become reality.

Beyond teaching, what are some of your favourite artistic pursuits or hobbies?

Even outside the classroom, creativity is woven into my daily life. I love character design, making my
own clothes, scrapbooking, and upcycling treasures into something new. When I’m not creating, I’m
often curled up with a book or practising yoga, which help to keep me feeling balanced and inspired.

I am really excited to inspire creativity and share the joy of art with the children of St John's.

We are delighted to welcome Miss Georgia Amman as our new Head
of Art at St John’s. We asked her a few questions to help introduce her
to the St John’s community.

Can you share a bit about your journey to becoming the Head
of Art at Dean Close St John’s School?

My journey has always been rooted in creativity. I studied Illustration,
Fashion and Surface Pattern Design at university, and after gaining a
few years of industry and business experience, I completed a PGCE in
Art and Design to become a teacher. I have always been completely
immersed in a life of making, from designing clothes and accessories
to creating handmade art. 

Meet the Staff -
Miss Georgia Amman,

our new Head of Art and Design

We’re delighted to welcome Miss Amman to the St John’s family

and wish her every success!

Alongside this, I’ve taught Art and Design in secondary schools from Year 7 through to Year 13,
guiding pupils through GCSEs and A Levels, and I’ve also loved running week-long creative
workshops in primary schools. That passion has led me here, and I’m so excited to grow the Art and
Design department at St John’s. 



Match reports

Match Report: U11 Mixed Colts v. Monkton
 

On Wednesday, our U11 Mixed Colts played their very
first hockey fixtures of the season against Monkton
Combe – and what a fantastic start it was!

After just a week of training, with a particular focus on
rolling out and dribbling, it was brilliant to see those
skills shining through in the matches. Both teams
played with real determination, energy, and teamwork.
Miss JD and Mr Richardson were especially impressed
with the players’ work ethic and how confidently they
used their dribbling skills under pressure.

Under 13s Hockey Report

This Wednesday, our Under 13s played their first hockey matches of the season against Clifton College
U13B and Millfield U13B. The team made an excellent start, winning both games with strong
performances: 3–0 and 3–1.

Every player contributed brilliantly, showing determination, teamwork, and great skill. Lyra was voted
Players’ Player by her teammates for her determination and sharp play, while the Coaches’ Player was
awarded to Ella, whose improving skills and composed finishing helped her score several goals.

A fantastic start to the season — well done to the whole squad!

A special mention goes to Thea, who bravely stepped
up as goalkeeper for the first time. She pulled off some
excellent saves and clearances!  Congratulations also to
Lydia, who scored a superb hat-trick and was deservedly
named Player of the Match. Chloe was also voted Player
of the Match for her fantastic dribbling and attacking
play.

Every single player should feel really proud of their
performance – the teamwork, skill, and effort on display
were outstanding. We can’t wait to build on this success
as the season continues!

Thursday 18  September - Boarding Doodle Nightth

Boarding Weekday Events

Join us for a fun and creative evening at our Boarding Doodle Night! As part of
our Flexible Boarding Options, occasional bookings are welcome (ad hoc single
night: £53 per person per night).

Booking: Mrs Emily Richardson richardsone@deanclosestjohns.org.uk



Thank You for a Wonderful
Rugby & Family Day!

We were delighted to host the first Rugby and Family Day, part of World Wellness Weekend and
supporting The Lewis Foundation, on Saturday 6th September! Thank you to everyone who joined - it was
wonderful to see so many familiar faces enjoying the day, whether cheering, helping out, or simply
spending time with their families. The relaxed, welcoming atmosphere made it a truly special event, and
even the Forest of Dean radio station gave a shout-out about the day.

A huge thank you to everyone who contributed - your support made it all possible!

Pre-Prep Holiday Club

Internal and external bookings are opening soon!

If you have any questions please contact Sam Taylor at srjtaylor@deanclose.org.uk



Friends of St John’s News

The Friends of St John's invite you to join us
for our ever-popular Annual Curry & Quiz
Night - an evening packed with laughter,
great food, and a little friendly competition!

DATE & TIME: 
Friday 10th October, 
7.00pm- 10.00pm

PLACE: 
Singleton Hall, 
Dean Close St John's School

Tickets are £13.50 per person or £12.50pp
for teams of 6. A delicious curry is included,
and there'll be a fully stocked bar to keep
everyone refreshed.

To help us make the night run smoothly,
please let us know of any dietary
requirements when booking, and if you'd
like to pre-order drinks, you can do so
alongside your ticket.

It's always a fantastic evening of food, fun,
and friendly rivalry - so gather your team and
get ready for a brilliant night out!

Quiz Night - Friday, 10th OCTOBER

To join the group, please add FOSJ
Music Group on WhatsApp.

Parent Musical Group

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/friendsofdeanclosestjohns/1633015


School Calendar & Events

Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Michaelmas
Term 2025 on the school website.

To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the
announced calendar in red.

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

EVENTS NEXT WEEK

Date Event

Monday 15th September
(Prep Week 1)

14:00 U8 & U9 Boys’ Rugby vs Llandaff (A)

14:00 U9 A & B Girls’ Hockey vs The Downs, Wraxall (A)

Tuesday 16th September
Year 5 Science Trip to British Aerospace – 

moved from 18/9

Wednesday 17  Septemberth 14:30
U10 Boys’ Rugby Festival @ Clifton College

(Foundation fixtures)

14:30
U11 Boys’ Rugby Festival @ The Downs Wraxall

(Foundation fixtures)

14:00 U11A Girls’ Hockey vs Clifton College (A)

14:15 U13 Girls’ Hockey vs Beaudesert Park (A)

14:45 U11B Girls’ Hockey vs Clifton College (H

Year 3 & 4 Parents’ Evening
BOOKING LINK:

 https://deanclosestjohns.schoolcloud.co.uk/

Thursday 18  Septemberth Year 5 Science Trip to British Aerospace – moved to
16/9

Boarding Doodle Night

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk
https://deanclosestjohns.schoolcloud.co.uk/


Friday 19  Septemberth 08:30 – 08:45 Pre-Prep Meet the Teacher Assembly

12.30
Year 4 Camp (Dean Field Studies Centre) Departs -

Postponed

Saturday 20  Septemberth 9:00 U8 & U9 rugby @ Clifton College

9:30
U11 Boys’ Rugby Festival @ Clifton College

(Foundation fixtures)

10:30
U12 Boys’ Rugby vs Westonbirt @DCPS 

(Foundation fixtures)

10:00 U13 Girls’ Hockey Despontin Trophy @ Monmouth

11:00
U12 & U13 Hockey vs BGS (Mixed venues)

(Foundation fixtures)

13:00
Year 4 Camp (Dean Field Studies Centre) Returns -

Postponed

FOUNDATION EVENT:

Dean Close Scholarship Information Evening

Thursday 18 September, all held at Dean Close Prep School:
 

from 6.30pm for 11+ into Year 7
from 7.00pm for 13+ into Year 9
from 7.30pm for 16+ scholarships into Sixth Form

https://www.deanclose.org.uk/admissions/scholarships-and-awards

