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Head’s Message

A Matter of Perspective

This week brought a wry smile, thanks to a pupil’s thoughtful (and humorous) suggestion - more on that
shortly!

Back in July, while preparing for our charity day with Morello, Jakko and I discussed how the event might
run. He explained that they often include someone in a wheelchair to help others see the world from a
different angle - for instance, noticing when signs are placed too low to be seen clearly. It was a powerful
reminder of how vital perspective is, especially when views are polarised.

Our pupils, too, often offer perspectives we may not expect - both as individuals and as a community. The
saying “from the mouths of babes” (from Psalm 8:2 and Matthew 21:16) reminds us that children can
express wisdom and insight that adults may overlook. It challenges us to pause, listen, and reflect on what
they are truly saying.

At St John’s, we use a variety of tools to help us listen well in today’s fast-moving, tech-driven world.
Whether it’s through our school council, Smoothwall Pulse check-ins, or termly AS Tracking, we gather
and analyse input from pupils to spot patterns, concerns, and ideas. These tools, combined with our 1-2-1
support and the daily work of dedicated staff, especially our form tutors and Mrs Duncan, ensure our
pupils are heard and supported.

Our students care deeply about their school community. Whether they’re suggesting ways to improve the
school, helping us better welcome visitors, or supporting their peers and teachers, their commitment is
heartfelt and genuine.

This week, technology offered a lovely moment: a pupil used Smoothwall Pulse to thank me and let me
know that something I’d done made a difference to them. To that student, thank you. Your message
meant a great deal.

And finally, to the pupil who placed this in the suggestion box: “A pay rise for Mr Rainer” - thank you for
making me smile!

On a more serious note, learning to listen - really listen - is a skill for all of us, no matter our age. Let’s
continue to create space for every voice in our community to be heard.

Best wishes, 

Tom Rainer
Head
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Pre-Prep News

Pre-Prep Music Clubs

At Early Years, this week’s topic was Owl Babies. We had lots of fun crafting owls, reading stories about
them, and exploring mark-making using quills. It was a wonderful week filled with fun and learning!

Music is an integral part of life at our school. In addition to weekly music
lessons, Year 1 and 2 children can join the following clubs (no extra cost):

Tuesday, 3:30pm – 4:15pm: Mini Brass (Y1–2) – Maximum 5 pupils,
first-come, first-served, run by Mr Ransom

Wednesday, 3:30pm – 4:15pm: Mini Strings (Y1–2) – Maximum 5
pupils, first-come, first-served, run by Mrs Higgins

If you’d like to book a place in one of the clubs, please contact Mr Seth at
sethk@deanclosestjohns.org.uk, and kindly copy Mrs Currey
(curreyl@deanclosestjohns.org.uk) in.

Pre-Prep Holiday Club - 
Booking is Now Open!

Our popular Pre-Prep Holiday Club is back for October Half Term! It is
led by Elliot Cracknell, Head of Boys’ Sport & Physical Education at St
John’s, and run by St John’s and Foundation staff.

Pre-Prep parents received an email with the booking link. If you haven’t
received it, please contact Sam Taylor at  SRJTaylor@deanclose.org.uk 

The camp is open to children from all schools. If you know any friends
who would like to join us, they can find more information and the
external booking link on our website:
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-
camp

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp


Year 5 Trip to Aerospace Bristol

As part of our topic on The Solar System, Year 5
visited Aerospace Bristol on Tuesday for an
exciting day of science, engineering, and discovery.

We began with a fun, interactive workshop called
‘Mission to Mars’. The children explored how
robots help us investigate other planets and put
their Scratch coding skills to the test. They
programmed robotic rovers to collect rock samples
on Mars and they were so successful that they had
to extend their skills by navigating a tricky route
back to the analysis site! Afterwards, they worked
scientifically to test which Martian materials would
be most suitable for building homes on the Red
Planet.

Next, we toured the Conservation Hangar, where
pupils watched engineers restoring and rebuilding
historic aircraft. A highlight of the day was
stepping aboard the last Concorde ever built. The
children learnt about supersonic travel and were
amazed to see inside such an iconic plane.

We finished our visit in the main museum gallery,
where problem-solving skills were put to the test
in a quiz all about aerospace history and
technology. The children enjoyed hunting for all
the hidden aeroplane stamps along the way!

It was a fantastic day of learning, exploration, and
inspiration. The children particularly enjoyed the
airspace themed playground where they could fly
their own plane.

Boarding weekend

We had a fun-filled weekend in the
boarding house on Saturday and
Sunday! The boarders enjoyed plenty
of activities, including inflatable
water fun and an adventurous trip to
Go Ape. 

It was a fantastic weekend full of
energy, laughter, and great
memories.



Match reports

U8 Boys’ Rugby vs Llandaff (A)
 

Team of the Week! The Under Eights rugby team were
outstanding at Llandaff on Wednesday, putting in a true team
performance in which every child contributed massively to their
first-ever game for Dean Close St John’s. It was a pleasure to see
all that they have learned in the early stages of the term come
together, resulting in a fantastic performance and some brilliant
tries against a strong opposition. Super well done!

U9 Boys’ Rugby vs Llandaff (A)
 

We were so proud of the Under Nines rugby team, who played
Llandaff on Wednesday. It was their first outing in tackling, and
it was magnificent to see their bravery and determination to do
well for their school. Their running with the ball was at times
electric, but it was the defence that truly stood out. There are
also areas to continue improving going forward. Miles was
displaying his rugby superpowers on the field, and this picture is
just one example of that! 

Well done, everyone!

U10 Boys’ Rugby Festival @ Clifton College

Our U10 A and B teams enjoyed a fantastic day of rugby at the Clifton tournament, representing Dean
Close Prep as a Foundation team for the first time.

The B team grew stronger with every match, gaining confidence in contact situations and combining solid
defence with strong attacking play. Kingsley and Ted showed real courage, with Kingsley’s excellent ball
steal in contact a standout moment.

The A team went unbeaten, showcasing skill, strength, and determination. Highlights included Noah’s
tireless defence, Eli’s sharp interceptions, Charlie’s powerful running and rucking, and Steffan’s superb
captaincy, leading by example with speed, power, and creativity.

Both teams displayed great commitment, teamwork, and enjoyment—a big well done to all the boys,
thanks to the parents for their support, and to Clifton for hosting such a brilliant afternoon of rugby.

U11 Boys’ Rugby Festival @ The Downs Wraxall 

The U11 boys were fantastic to watch on Wednesday as they joined up with the Foundation for their first
matches. The boys were split between the A and B sides and performed superbly well in cold and wet
conditions. Bertie also played his first rugby match, showing passion in everything he did and tackling
exceptionally well, which on more than one occasion forced turnovers and resulted in tries for the
Foundation. Well done to Bertie on his debut in the sport, and congratulations to all the boys on an
exciting start to the term with the school and Foundation!



U11B Triangular Hockey Fixture
 

Dean Close St John's 0 – 0 Clifton College

The opening match against Clifton College was a tightly contested
affair, with both sides showing strong defensive organisation. Dean
Close St John's held their shape well, with India making crucial
tackles and clearances to keep Clifton at bay. Tom was
instrumental across the pitch, contributing with energy and
precision in both attack and defence. Despite several promising
attacking moves, including threatening runs from Lily and Peyton,
the match ended in a goalless draw.
 

U13A & U13B vs Beaudesert Park School

The U13A team put in a spirited performance, overturning a 0–2 deficit to lead 3–2 before the match
finished in an exciting 3–3 draw. Their resilience, teamwork, and attacking spirit were outstanding.

The U13B team impressed with confident, controlled play, dominating possession and scoring two well-
worked goals to secure a 2–0 victory. Both squads showed determination, creativity, and strong teamwork,
making it a very positive day for the U13s.

 

Dean Close St John's 1 – 0 The Downs

In the second match, Dean Close St John's found their rhythm and secured a well-earned 1–0 victory over
The Downs. The winning goal came from Honor L., who showed great composure to finish clinically. Sofie
P. was everywhere on the pitch, linking play and supporting both ends of the field. Once again, Tom
impressed with his all-round performance, while the defensive duo of India and Alexa remained solid under
pressure. The attacking threat from Lily and Peyton kept The Downs on the back foot throughout.
 

A fantastic team effort from all involved, showing great teamwork, determination, and sportsmanship. Well
done, DCSJ U11B!

U11A Girls’ Hockey vs Clifton College (A)

The U11A team played their second fixture of the term, securing a fantastic 5–0 win
against Clifton. The match was a great opportunity to practise passing into space,
using the right side effectively, and driving into the D from the baseline.

Next week, training will focus on finishing, including shooting and deflections. It
was also a chance for players to try different positions, showing adaptability and
teamwork. Special mentions go to Chloe, named Opposition’s Player of the Match,
and Eliza, awarded Coach’s Player of the Match for her superb dribbling, attacking
play, and hard work in defence.

A really strong performance from everyone – well done, U11A!

U9 A & B Girls’ Hockey vs The Downs, Wraxall (A)

The U9s had a fantastic first fixture on Monday, showing real progress and
putting training into practice. From dribbling and keeping their bottom hand
loose, to passing on the move and shooting, the team demonstrated great
teamwork and determination.
They finished with one win and one loss – a strong start to the season and a
brilliant effort from all involved. Special mention to Anna, named Player of
the Match for her superb goal-line saves and some outstanding dribbling
under pressure.

Well done, U9s!



Night out for everyone 
on Friday 10  Octoberth

Please book your tickets here.

Friends of St John’s 
Annual Quiz Night

For
 Parents

For
Children

Friday Night
at the Boarding House

Our first Open Morning of the term will be on 10th October. The
morning begins with a tour led by Senior pupils, followed by coffee
with the Head and some of our teachers.

If you know anyone interested in visiting the school, or if you, as a
school parent, would like a personal tour, please contact Leana Ward.

Email: admissions@deanclosestjohns.org.uk 

Open Morning
on Friday 10  Octoberth

Monday 29  September: Tag Rugby Night!th

Boarding Weekday Event

Following the Community Rugby Festival at St John’s on Monday, the rugby fun
continues in the Boarding House with an exciting tag rugby session for boarders.

Booking: 
Mrs Emily Richardson richardsone@deanclosestjohns.org.uk

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/friendsofdeanclosestjohns/1633015
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School Calendar & Events

Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Michaelmas Term 2025 on
the school website. 
To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the
announced calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026–27 have now been published on the
website: https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates 

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

EVENTS NEXT WEEK

Date Event

Monday 22  September
(Prep Week 2)

nd

14:00 U8 & U9 Boys’ Rugby v The Downs Wraxall (A)

14:00 U9 A Girls’ Hockey vs Tockington (H)

14:00 U9 B Girls’ Hockey vs Tockington (A)

Tuesday 23rd September KS1 Trip to Aerospace Filton

16:30 Kindergarten & Reception Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 24  Septemberth 14:30
U10 & U13 Boys’ Rugby vs Clifton College 

@ Clifton College
(Foundation fixtures)

14:30
U11 & U12 Boys’ Rugby vs Clifton College @ DCPS

(Foundation fixtures)

14:00 U11 A Girls’ Hockey vs Tockington (H) (A)

14:30 U13 Girls’ Hockey vs Monkton Combe (H

Thursday 25  Septemberth 16:30 Kindergarten & Reception Parents’ Evening

Friday 26  Septemberth 16:00 Deadline for 11+ applications

17:50 EXEAT

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk

