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Head’s Message

The privilege of hospitality

‘Welcome’ is more than a word - it’s a way of life. Rooted in our values, we believe that to welcome
someone is to recognise their worth, extend kindness, and create space for them to belong.

This term, we’ve had the joy of living that out in a very real way as we welcome a group of South African
pupils and staff into our school community. Hosting them on site for the week has reminded us of the
privilege of hospitality - the chance to open not just our doors, but our hearts and daily lives to others.

Hospitality in the Bible is not simply about entertaining guests, but about seeing and serving others as if we
were welcoming Christ himself. As Hebrews 13:2 reminds us:
“Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to
angels without knowing it.”

It has been uplifting to see friendships formed, stories shared, and mutual curiosity grow across cultures.
Our guests have brought fresh perspectives, energy and warmth, and we are thankful for all they’ve
contributed to our community. Many, over the years, speak of welcoming our South African guests and
equally being welcomed by them on return, as a milestone in their lives. Put simply ‘we came back
different than who we were when we left, and for the better’.

True hospitality isn’t one-sided. As we welcome others, we ourselves are enriched. We learn empathy,
practice generosity, and discover joy in connection. These experiences shape our school culture and reflect
the kind of world we hope to build - one marked by kindness, openness, and respect.

To those who have recently joined Dean Close St John’s, and to our South African friends: you are most
welcome. We’re grateful for your presence and pray that you leave here feeling both encouraged and at
home.

Tom Rainer
Head
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Welcome Stirling Primary 

to St John’s!

Heads of School

We are delighted to welcome our friends from Stirling
Primary, South Africa! The pupils and teachers joined us
after spending a few days in London, arriving on
Wednesday this week. They began their stay straight
away by cheering on our girls’ hockey team at Match
Day – thank you!

During their time with us in the British countryside,
they are staying with our senior pupils as hosts.
Alongside taking part in some of our lessons, they will
also be exploring the local area and experiencing life at
St John’s.

We are so happy to have them here and look forward to
a wonderful week together.

(Photo: ‘Stirling Primary, UK Tours’ Facebook page)

A huge congratulations 
to our Heads of School 
for 2025/26!

We are proud to announce our new
Heads of School for the year ahead
and look forward to all they will
bring to St John’s in their leadership
roles.

Head of School: Francesca

Deputy Heads of School:
Monty, Aoife

Head of House: 
Gwent: Ollie
Wye: Lyra
Dean: Millie

Head of School Council:
Ella



Pre-Prep News

Year 1 and 2 had a exciting trip to Bristol Aerospace! They began by exploring Concorde and testing their
knowledge with a scavenger hunt-style quiz. In groups, they built plane models and watched them take
flight, using air chambers to create thrust for take-off. After lunch, the children enjoyed hands-on exhibits
and learned about transport linked to Bristol. They were a credit to the school, with members of the public
praising their excellent behaviour.
Well done KS1 – we are super proud of you all!

BBC 500 Words -
Children's writing competition

Our Prep pupils had a fantastic morning on Wednesday taking part in BBC 500 Words, the UK’s largest
children’s writing competition for 5–11 year-olds.

At 11am, they joined the live lesson together in Singleton Hall, watching 500 Words judge Sir Lenny Henry
and Naomi Wilkinson on a mission to collect the key ingredients of a brilliant story.
Then, the teachers opened the curtains on the stage, revealing inspiration for setting and character ranging
from science to history and nature to spark the pupils' imagination. It was wonderful to see the excited
children exploring the different props, chatting, and gathering ideas to inspire their own 500 Words stories.

With plenty of ideas flowing, the pupils set to work creating their own imaginative stories.



U11 Boys’ Rugby 

The Under-11 boys’ rugby team travelled to Clifton College on
Wednesday and enjoyed a fantastic outing, representing the
Foundation in two competitive matches.

The A team ran out clear winners with an impressive scoreline,
with four of our boys contributing massively in both attack and
defence. The B team fixture was also highly competitive, with tries
from both sides in quick succession. Kingsley once again showed
his excellent work rate and tackling ability, while Ted demonstrated
his growing appreciation of attacking space and his determination
to keep improving.

Both teams should be very proud of their performances, and we
look forward to seeing them continue to develop their game with
the support of Mr Cracknell and Mr Jones, both in Foundation
matches and in school lessons.

Match reports

U8 and U9 Rugby

Year 3 and 4 have had hugely successful
weeks on the rugby field, centred
around enjoying themselves in training
and in plenty of matches. Year 4 also
took part in a rugby festival on
Saturday, where they represented the
school brilliantly both on and off the
field. With tries galore and growing
confidence in tackling, they have risen
to the challenge – and we are very
proud of them!

U13B Boys’ Rugby vs Clifton College @ Clifton College 

It was great to see Monty representing the Foundation Team, where he showed how well he has adapted
and connected with his teammates after only three weeks. All the boys are showing an improving
understanding of the game, which was clear in today’s performance.

In the first half, the team moved the ball into space well and were rewarded with a single try. After a
focused half-time debrief, the boys identified the need to be more direct with ball in hand. This tactical shift
allowed them to keep the ball alive, offload in contact, and create more opportunities. The change paid off,
as the team went on to score five further tries in the second half, securing a comfortable win.

Monty was excellent in the centres, running with real purpose and showing great strength and tenacity to
retain possession. He was also heavily involved in defence, helping to limit Clifton to just two scores.
A superb effort from Monty and the whole Foundation Team – well done!



U9 Girls’ Hockey 
vs Tockington

The U9s A played their first home
match on Monday afternoon
against Tockington. 

The girls showed great progress,
putting into practice the ball speed
and dribbling skills they’ve been
working on in training. The game
finished 4–2, with goals scored by
Florence and Anna. Every player
contributed brilliantly, making
strong tackles and defending
confidently in the circle. They
should all be very proud of their
efforts!

U13 Girls’ Hockey vs Monkton Combe (H)

The U13s faced a tough match against Monkton Combe this week,
showing real grit and determination throughout. Despite working
hard and creating some good opportunities, we were unable to hold
off a few strong breakthroughs and eventually went down 2–4. A
solid effort from the whole team, and plenty to build on for the
weeks ahead.

Our U9 B team had an away match, spending fantastic afternoon on the field, scoring plenty of goals and
showing great teamwork. It was wonderful to see how much the players have improved, putting their skills
into action with energy and determination. The match was played in a lovely, supportive atmosphere—
well done to all involved!

Open Morning 
at Dean Close School,

Cheltenham

If you would like to learn more about Dean Close
School and get a feel for the school, join their Open
Morning on 4th October.

The Foundation has an exclusive offer for St John’s
pupils on boarding fees in the Senior School. To find
out more and book your place, please contact
admissions@deanclose.org.uk



 

What do you enjoy most about teaching the language?

For me I love hearing other students speaking French confidently and willing to have a go regardless
of mistakes. The joy of having taught a topic and then listening to students conversing in a foreign
language is amazing and watching them become more confident is fantastic.
 
What’s one thing about French culture you’re most excited to share with our pupils?

I love Picasso and René Magritte and used to give talks in French about Cubist/Surrealist art depicting
familiar objects in unfamiliar, unexpected contexts. These artists were influenced by artistic
movements in Paris and living in Aix en -Provence I was very spoilt by the abundance of French
culture.

If you could give pupils one tip for learning languages successfully, what would it be?

My one tip for learning a language is to listen to French music, podcasts, YouTube, or Netflix shows
with French subtitles. Even if you don’t understand everything, your ear will get used to the sounds.

From the beginning of this term, our French lessons are split between
two teachers. Mrs Nash continues to teach our Pre-Prep pupils, while
in Prep we were delighted to welcome Mrs Mel Hapke as French
teacher. We are very grateful to both of them for providing support
while Mrs Crathorn is away.

To help introduce Mrs Hapke to the St John’s community, we asked
her a few questions.

What inspired you to become a French teacher?

I am passionate about the Language & Culture of France and I fell in
love with the French language when I first heard it at the age of 6. It
sounded so beautiful and I loved listening to it. 

Meet the Staff -
Mrs Mel Hapke, French Teacher

We’re delighted to welcome Mrs Hapke to the St John’s family

and wish her every success!

I wanted to share that joy with others. We all know that speaking a foreign language opens doors to
immersing yourself in French culture. Communicating in an authentic language is very powerful - it
helps build strong connections whilst building relationships with francophones. Equally, it enables
you to immerse yourself in French culture, literature, travel and food. I went to a French University at
Aix en Provence to study and later in Paris near the Sorbonne which was a fantastic experience and
opened my eyes to other cultures and experiences. I became a teacher to help others experience that
too.

Teaching has always been my calling, and teaching French, Spanish and German gave me the perfect
opportunity to combine my love for languages with my passion for helping students grow. I teach
from Prep to Six Form.



Weekday Special – 
Tag Rugby –  
29th September

Following the Community Rugby
Festival at St John’s on Monday, the
rugby fun continues in the Boarding
House with an exciting tag rugby
session for boarders.

Upcoming Boarding Events

Friday Fun – 
10th October

On the same evening as the FOSJ Quiz
Night, the boarding house will be open
for children to enjoy a special K-Pop
Demon Hunters Night! Occasional
bookings are welcome.

This year, we’re kicking off our popular
Big Weekends with Year 4 – and all
year groups are welcome to join the
fun!

Year 4 Big Weekend – 
11th & 12th October



Friends of St John’s

The deadline for quiz tickets is next Friday,
3rd October, so we can provide final
numbers for the food.

It would be amazing to have a table from
each year group! It’s shaping up to be a really
fun evening. We’ve had lots of people say
they’re coming (which is brilliant!), but
tickets do need to be booked to confirm
your spot.

DATE & TIME: 
Friday 10th October, 
7.00pm- 10.00pm

PLACE: 
Singleton Hall, 
Dean Close St John's School

Tickets are £13.50 per person or £12.50pp
for teams of 6. A delicious curry is included,
and there'll be a fully stocked bar to keep
everyone refreshed.

If you haven’t already, please get your
team sorted and book your tickets this
week – we’d love to see as many of you
there as possible!

Quiz Night - Friday, 10th OCTOBER   |  FINAL CALL FOR TICKETS

Friends of St John’s Annual Wreath Making Evening
The Friends of St John’s warmly invite you to our much-loved Annual
Wreath Making Evening – a festive favourite to kick off the season in style!

Date & Time: Thursday 27th November, 6.30pm
Location: Pre-Prep Hall, St John’s
Tickets: £22.50 per person (Booking link)

Your ticket includes everything you need to create a beautiful Christmas
wreath – all materials and fresh foliage will be provided. Just bring your
own pair of secateurs!

To make the evening extra special, we’ll be serving complimentary mulled
wine and Prosecco to enjoy as you craft and chat with friends.

Last year’s event sold out in less than 24 hours, so don’t delay! Spaces are
limited – book your ticket soon. We’d love to see you for an evening of
festive fun, laughter, and creativity!

Don’t forget, the Boarding House is open on Friday
10th October – occasional bookings are welcome!

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/friendsofdeanclosestjohns/1633015
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/friendsofdeanclosestjohns/1838404


School Calendar & Events

Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Michaelmas Term 2025 on
the school website. 
To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the
announced calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026–27 have now been published on the
website: https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates 

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

EVENTS NEXT WEEK

Date Event

Monday 29  September
(Prep Week 1)

th

13:00
U8 & U9 Boys’ Rugby Festival @ Dean Close

U8 & U9 Boys’ Rugby Community Rugby Festival (H)

14:00 U9 A & B Girls’ Hockey vs Llandaff (H)

16:45
French Trip 2026 Information Evening 

(Current Y4 & 5 Parents)

Tuesday 30th September Year 3 & 4 Visit to Cadbury World

Wednesday 1  Octoberst 14:30
U11 Boys’ Rugby Festival @ DCPS

(Foundation fixtures)

14:30
U13 Boys’ Rugby vs Sir Thomas Rich’s @DCPS

(Foundation fixtures)

14:30
U12 Boys’ Rugby vs Sir Thomas Rich’s @ Sir Thomas

Rich’s (Foundation fixtures)

14:00 U13 Girls’ Hockey vs The Downs (A)

14:30 U11 A & B Hockey vs Dean Close (H)

Saturday 4  Octoberth 14:30
U12 & U13 Girls’ Hockey vs The Dragon School @

The Dragon School

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk


Community

We are always happy to support local
clubs or community events! 

We were asked to share this flyer about
Girls’ Football with you. If anyone is
interested in joining, please get in touch
with the club directly.


