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Head’s Message

Welcome Home Parade for The Rifles: Honouring Service, 
Contribution and Flourishing

On Thursday, 2nd October, pupils, parents and staff from St John’s lined the streets of Chepstow to
warmly welcome home the First Battalion, The Rifles, following their recent deployment. With flags waving
and applause ringing out, it was a proud and moving moment to show our appreciation for those who
serve our country with courage, discipline and commitment. We have a long association with the Forces,
having former and current pupils and parents be part of St John’s for the last 19 years.

As a school rooted in Christian values, we deeply believe in the importance of service to others - whether in
our communities, our country, or across the world. The soldiers of The Rifles exemplify this through their
selfless dedication and resilience, offering a powerful, real-life example to our pupils of what it means to live
lives of purpose and integrity. Witnessing a commanding officer - father to current pupils and member of
our community - embody such contribution, courage, and leadership was a poignant reminder of true
servant leadership.
 

This special event also offered a valuable opportunity to reflect on our school values of contribution and
flourishing. By showing support and gratitude, our pupils recognised the importance of giving back, not
only in grand gestures but in small, thoughtful acts of kindness and respect. In doing so, they grew in
empathy and understanding - key aspects of what it means to flourish as individuals and as a community.

At Dean Close St John’s, we strive to nurture children who are not only academically confident but who
are also compassionate, outward-looking and grounded in strong values. Witnessing the return of The
Rifles reminded us all of the vital role that service plays in building a better society, and how each of us, no
matter our age, can play a part in that through the way we live and the values we uphold.

We were proud and privileged to be included and want to say, “Welcome home, and thank you”.

Tom Rainer
Head
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Farewell to 
our South African Friends

Prize Assembly

On Thursday morning, we bid farewell to our South African
friends who have been staying with St John’s families over
the past eight days.

The children from Stirling Primary and St John’s have made
incredible memories together and formed lifelong
friendships. A huge thank you to Stirling Primary for visiting
us — it was such a pleasure to welcome you here!

We loved sharing this special time together and can’t wait for
our trip to South Africa to see you all again soon.

(Photo: ‘Stirling Primary, UK Tours’ Facebook page)

On Friday morning we held a whole-
school Prize Assembly to celebrate
pupils who go the extra mile in
learning, reading, sport, and living our
school values through courage, love,
contribution, and supporting others. 

We also congratulated Wye House for
earning the most house points this
month, and proudly introduced our
new School Council members. 

Well done to everyone!

Please note that our Attendance and Relationship, Sex & Health Education policies are available for
you to view on our website via this link: http://deanclosefoundation.org.uk/about-us/policiesreports

If you have any queries or concerns, please do get in touch via office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

Mrs Duncan will be hosting a Parent Forum in the near future, to explain and discuss more about the
RSHE policy. Details for that will be sent separately.

Attendance and Relationship, 
Sex & Health Education Policies

http://deanclosefoundation.org.uk/about-us/policiesreports


Year 3&4 Trip to Cadbury World

This week, our Year 3 and 4 pupils enjoyed a fantastic educational visit to
Cadbury World in Birmingham. The trip supported their learning in
Humanities, focusing on rainforests and the fascinating journey of the cacao
bean—from tropical forests to the chocolate bars we all know and love!

The children explored the origins of chocolate and discovered how cacao
beans are grown in rainforest environments around the world. They learned
about the importance of the rainforest ecosystem and the different flora and
fauna of each of the rainforest layers. We learned about the journey of
chocolate, from cacao bean to chocolate bar, and found out more about the
people who work to harvest and process the beans and the importance of
Fair Trade.

The tour of the factory led the pupils through the times of ancient Mayan
and Aztec cultures to modern chocolate production. Interactive exhibits and
chocolate-tasting made the day even more engaging (and delicious)! It was a
brilliant day of hands-on learning, and the children returned full of
knowledge—and maybe just a little bit of chocolate too!

On Monday, our Sports Department hosted a Community
Rugby Festival at St John’s, welcoming U8 and U9 teams from
Tutshill School, Offa's Mead Academy, and Severnbanks
Primary School. It was wonderful to see so many happy faces
enjoying the games! A special congratulations to all Year 3 and
4 St John’s players for their brilliant performance.

Thank you to all the parents who came along to cheer and
support the children, and a special shout-out to Mr Cracknell
and Mr Jones for organising and refereeing such a fantastic
afternoon. We can’t wait to see everyone at our next
community sports event!

Early Years News - 
Fire engine visit 

Community Rugby Festival 

We had an amazing visit from
Andrew and Alesha from
Chepstow Fire Service! They
showed us their fire engine,
explained the equipment, and
even let us try the hoses. This
was a fantastic link to our topic
‘We Are All Different’, as we
have been exploring a variety of
careers. 



U9 Hockey

U9A Team:
Our A team got off to a strong start, showing some fantastic passages of play throughout the match. The
defence was resolute, with some outstanding tackles that kept Cathedral at bay, while the attack produced
some excellent shots in the D. Their teamwork and determination paid off, resulting in a well-deserved win.
A great performance all around!

U9B Team:
Our B team also put in a strong performance, working tirelessly throughout the match. They made several
crucial goal-line saves and demonstrated real commitment on the pitch. Despite a narrow 1-0 loss, the
team showed impressive progress and promise for the season ahead.

Both teams should be proud of their efforts, and it was a fantastic display of skill, teamwork, and
determination from our U9s.

Match reports

U11 Rugby

Our U11 boys’ rugby team enjoyed a
fantastic festival at Dean Close on
Wednesday, continuing the success that
representing the Foundation has
brought. 

While going unbeaten was impressive,
the standout achievement was the team’s
collective spirit and individual
performances. We are very proud of their
progress, both from their training here at
St John’s and their exposure at Dean
Close. Well done to Bertie, Frank, and
Idris!



U13 Hockey 

On a bright and sunny day, our U13 hockey team faced off
against The Downs in an energetic and exciting match. The
team’s effort and coordination have been improving with every
game, and today was no exception!

Despite conceding 4 goals, our players displayed determination
and skill, ultimately securing a fantastic 7-4 victory. A special
shout-out goes to Ella, who scored an impressive 4 goals and led
the team’s attacking efforts.

Well done to the entire squad for their hard work, teamwork, and
continuous improvement. The future looks bright for our U13
hockey stars!

U11 Hockey

U11A Team
Our U11As produced an outstanding performance, winning 6-2 and playing
some of their best hockey yet. Their hard work in attacking the defenders’ left
foot and running down the line to deliver accurate passes across the D really paid
off. There were some excellent individual moments throughout the match.
Coaches’ players of the match go to Bea for her super tackling and energetic runs
down the line, and Eliza for her impressive stick skills and relentless work rate. We
are all incredibly proud of their effort—they truly deserved this victory!

U11B Team
Our U11Bs also enjoyed a strong win, beating Dean Close 2-0. Goals from Sofie
and Tom were highlights of a match in which everyone worked hard and showed
noticeable improvement in tackling and outletting.

Well done to both teams for their determination, teamwork, and fantastic
performances!

Upcoming Boarding Events

More info & booking:
Mrs Emily Richardson - Email: richardsone@deanclosestjohns.org.uk



School Calendar & Events

Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Michaelmas Term 2025 on
the school website. 
To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the
announced calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026–27 have now been published on the
website: https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates 

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

EVENTS NEXT WEEK

Date Event

Monday 6  Octoberth

(Prep Week 2)
14:00 U8 & U9 Boys’ Rugby vs Rougemont (A)

14:00 U9 A & B Hockey vs Rougemont (A)

Tuesday 7  Octoberth Dean Close Strings Day (Y3-8 String Pupils)

Wednesday 8th 14:30
U11 & U13 Boys’ Rugby vs Pinewood @ Pinewood

(Foundation fixtures)

14:30
U10 & U12 Boys’ Rugby vs Pinewood @DCPS

(Foundation fixtures)

14:00 U13 Hockey vs Tockington Manor (H) (A)

14:00 U11 A & U11 B Hockey vs Rougemont (A)

PM KS1 visit to Castleford Care Home

Thursday 9  Octoberth 16:45
‘An Evening Of Music’ - Informal Music

Concert (Years 6-8) (4:45pm Start)

Friday 10  Octoberth 9:00 Open Morning

10:30 
Open Morning Parents’ Coffee Social

(School parents are welcome!)

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk


Friday 10  Octoberth 19:00 FOSJ Quiz Night

Friday Night in the Boarding House - 
K-Pop Demon Hunters

Saturday 11th October
Year 4 Big Boarding Weekend – Ninja Warrior

(Boarding Weekend In)

11:00
U12 & U13 Boys’ Rugby vs KES Bath @ DCPS

(Foundation fixtures)

Sunday 12  Octoberth

Year 4 Big Boarding Weekend – Indoor Swimming
with slide

(Boarding Weekend In)

HALF TERM

Pre-Prep Holiday Camp

Bookings are now open! Please
use the link sent by email to
reserve your child’s place. To help
us plan activities and keep the
right staff–child ratios, we’d love
to know numbers in advance.
We’ll do our best with last-minute
bookings, but places can’t be
guaranteed once days are full.

More info:
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.
uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-
holiday-camp

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp

