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Head’s Message

"4 Cookies to O Cookies" - A Lesson on Power and Fairness
by Dr Robert Livingstone

This term, 1 have been challenged to think deeply about fairness, power, and empathy from a powerful talk
by Dr Robert Livingstone, who shared a story that was as simple as it was profound: 4 Cookies to o
Cookies.

1 decided to share this with our pupils in assembly yesterday.

In the story, Dr Livingstone used cookies - something all children can relate to - to explain how power
imbalances affect relationships and justice. Imagine a parent who has four cookies to divide between two
siblings. The eldest ends up with all four, while the other has none. Clearly unfair. Outside pressure from
friends and other parents, over time, challenges the parent to consider the unfairness. But what happens if
they share? If it’s split 3 cookies to 1, it might seem like progress, but in reality, the imbalance still exists.
Both siblings are unhappy, and the parent (who holds the power and decision-making) and the
community (other parents) are also unhappy.

Dr Livingstone explained that while going from 4/0 to 3/1 looks like compromise, it often fails to address
the underlying inequality. The person who had everything still holds most of the power, and the person
with nothing is still left wanting.

The story ends there with a challenge: Dr Livingstone’s message was clear; true equity isn't about giving a
little back, it's about changing the structure of power so that everyone has a fair share.

In assembly, 1 then asked if we split the cookies 2/2 between the two siblings was that fair? Many thoughts
yes. On the surface and mathematically, 50/50 may appear fairer. However, the younger sibling, played by
one of our staff in assembly, was still unhappy. I asked why and she replied, “Because this injustice and
inequality has been going on for years”. It has left me asking how we can redress power imbalances and
promote justice and fairness, whether in gender pay gaps, access to opportunities, or racial equality. While 1
have yet to find a definitive answer, 1 encourage all of us to keep this conversation going as we seek a better
way forward.

A simple cookie story. A powerful lesson. One that will stay with our pupils long after the crumbs have
gone.

A

Tom Rainer
Head



Important Information
for Next Week

Individual and Sibling Photographs

The annual portrait photos of all children will be taken on
Monday, 13th October with our usual photography partner, DSP
Photography. For further details, please see Mr Richardson’s
email.

End of Half-Term details

Next Thursday (16™ October), will see us break up for Half-Term. The
church service for the Prep School (Years 3-8) will take place at St Luke’s,
Tutshill at 2pm. All parents are welcome to attend.

Afterwards, children will be brought back to school, to be picked up from
the reception at 3:15pm.

Pre-Prep lessons will run as usual, until pick-up at 3:15pm.

Please note that there will be no late stay or clubs provision on Thursday
and buses will run from school at 3:15pm.

School Bus Updates

We're pleased to share some updates about our school bus service, run
by our own drivers:

alis
Chepstow Stop at Larkfield Roundabout D pm.Prcpal‘am_n"lfr@PaF_lﬁEEii_
For Chepstow parents, the bus stop at Larkfield Roundabout is open for § \ i =51
bookings. With the closure of the old Wye Bridge, we hope this option ' '
will help families avoid the morning traffic in Chepstow.

Extended Routes to Cardiff

We have extended our bus routes to Cardiff, with an additional stop by
the M4 near Newport. This service can cover daily transport or provide
flexible options for boarders on different days of the week.

For a full list of bus stops and details, please visit our website here.



https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/bus-routes

St John’s loves being part of the community, and our KS1
children had a wonderful opportunity to do just that! They
made their first visit of this term to Castleford Care Home to
sing songs for the residents and create cheerful drawings to
share with them.

The children were full of excitement and really enjoyed seeing the
smiles their songs and artwork brought to the residents. It was a
heartwarming experience that reminded everyone how special it is
to be part of our local community!

A

Music News

Dean Close Strings Day —
A Celebration of Collaboration and Performance

Three talented string players from St John’s had the exciting opportunity to attend |
the Dean Close Strings Day in Cheltenham. Hosted by Dean Close School, the
event was led by the internationally acclaimed Carducci String Quartet, who
delivered an inspiring day of rehearsals, coaching, and performance.

Throughout the day, pupils from various schools were grouped into ensembles and
challenged to prepare up to four pieces of music — ranging from intimate chamber §
works to a full-scale cinematic adaptation. The experience provided a valuable V,
opportunity for our pupils to refine their ensemble playing, develop their musical
technique, and perform alongside both peers and professionals in a dynamic and
supportive environment.

It was a thoroughly rewarding experience for our string players, who represented St John’s with focus,
enthusiasm, and musicality. The day concluded with a concert showcasing the progress made by all participants
— a wonderful celebration of young talent and collaborative music-making.

An Afternoon of Music — Years 6 to 8

Our much-loved Afternoon of Music informal concert series resumed with a special
evening performance on Thursday, showcasing the talents of pupils from Years 6 to 8.
The event featured a varied and engaging programme, including vocal performances
from the ABRSM syllabus, an LCM Grade 4 piece, and instrumental solos on drums,
saxophone, and piano.

Set in the relaxed and supportive environment of the Embassy, this concert provided a
valuable opportunity for pupils to build confidence and share their musical progress with
family and friends. The atmosphere was joyful and encouraging, celebrating the
dedication and musical development of each performer.

We look forward to many more performances as our termly concert series continues to
grow and inspire, with our Year 3—5 concert taking place after the half-term break.




Meet the Staff -
Mrs lsabelle Bevan,
EYFS Lead, Kindergarten teacher

elcome Back, (s Bevan!

Mrs Bevan, our Kindergarten teacher,
returned to the Pre-Prep in the last term of
the previous academic year following her
maternity leave—congratulations again on
the arrival of her child!

This year, she is co-leading Early Years
alongside Mrs Ruddy and teaches in
Kindergarten four days a week. Mrs Bevan
also leads our weekly free Stay and Play
sessions on Thursday mornings for our wider
community in and around Chepstow,
welcoming children aged o—4 and their
grown-ups.

We are delighted to have her back with us.

How has it been returning to school last term after maternity leave?

I've absolutely loved being back and part of school life again. 1t’s been so lovely to see the children in
the classroom, settling in and enjoying their learning. I'm really enjoying working with them and
seeing those special ‘light bulb’ moments when something just clicks — it’s such a rewarding part of
the job.

What are you most excited about this term?

I'm really excited to get to know the children even more — it’s still early days and we have so many
exciting topics and learning opportunities planned. We’re also looking forward to school trips to help
bring learning to life. And of course, 1 love the run-up to Christmas — 1 can’t wait to get everything
glittery and festive in the classroom!

What advice would you give to parents to help their child thrive?

1 would say talk often, read lots, and encourage independence. Asking open-ended questions and
nurturing curiosity helps build your child’s imagination, language, and confidence. Helping them
become resilient and self-assured will give them the best chance to succeed at school. Let your child
try things for themselves — even if it takes longer. Whether it’s getting dressed, packing their bag, or
solving a problem, be there to support, but try not to do it for them. These small everyday moments
help them grow into capable and confident learners.

What do you enjoy outside of school?

Outside of school, 1 love spending time with my family — especially my little boy, Barnaby. We enjoy
walks in the forest with our crazy (but gorgeous!) spaniel, Oslo, and making memories outdoors
together.
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Match reports

U8 and U9 Rugby

Year 3 and 4 travelled to Rougemont on Monday and played some excellent rugby against a school with a
huge desire to do well on the rugby field.

Our Year 3 team showed a strong understanding of the game, thanks to their increasing exposure to the sport,
and they were well-placed in their try-fest of a fixture! The players’ growing skill set — particularly in passing
and identifying space — made for a great spectacle of rugby and highlighted their ongoing progress.

Year 4 had a very physical encounter against Rougemont and looked strong in attack, showing great support
play — a hallmark of all our teams at St John’s, reflecting our togetherness and determination to work well as
a team.

Tries were created in various ways: through strength and determination, as well as agility and speed, as the
players attacked space intelligently across the field. Defensively, we were tested early on, but as the afternoon
went on, the team adapted brilliantly, tightening their defence and finishing the match with real resilience and
teamwork.

U10, U11, U12 & U13 Rugby - Foundation fixtures

Sport for the Dean Close Foundation has continued with some
fantastic performances from our teams against a strong
Pinewood School, who are historically very powerful on the
rugby field. Dean Close had always struggled against Pinewood,
and Mr. Jones remarked before the game that this was a fixture
in which he had never secured a win.

However, with a strong presence of four influential rugby
players making up half the team, St John’s ensured a
comfortable victory — a result long sought after and finally
achieved in their first outing representing the Foundation at this
particular age group.

Kingsley was part of another team that represented the
Foundation in a much tougher fixture. This match tested the
resilience and togetherness of his side. Despite the result not
being in their favour, the players should be immensely proud of
the effort, determination, and teamwork they displayed, which
resulted in some truly inspiring moments of unity on the field.




U8 and U9 Hockey

Our under 8s and 9s travelled to Rougemont school
on Monday afternoon to take part in Hockey fixtures.
We had a fantastic afternoon in the sunshine with
some brilliant hockey on show. Well done to all!

Under 9s Match Report

The Under 9s were in outstanding form on Monday
afternoon, winning all 4 of their matches! The team
impressed with their excellent passing and clinical
finishing, creating lots of exciting attacking moments.
A special mention goes to Ella, who was on fire in
front of goal, scoring an incredible 6 goals across the
games. A brilliant all-round team effort!

Under 8s Match Report

The Under 8s played 4 matches, finishing with 2 wins,
1 draw, and 1 narrow loss. The team showed fantastic
progression throughout the afternoon, with some
determined tackling and great teamwork on display.
Special shoutout to Elsie, who had a superb
performance scoring 3 goals. A great effort from
everyone involved!

U11 Hockey

UT1B Team

Our U11Bs dominated all three matches, showing superb
teamwork, energy, and determination from start to finish.
They pressed tirelessly, making crucial tackles to win the ball
high up the pitch.

In possession, the team created plenty of scoring
opportunities, with fantastic goals from Tom, Ted and Sofie.
Their tackling has improved greatly — the next step will be
maintaining possession after these challenges.

A brilliant display of hard work and enthusiasm from
everyone — well done, team!

UT1ATeam

Our U11As also enjoyed a successful afternoon. They opened with an impressive 6—1 victory, showing
excellent attacking play. Luna-Rose was outstanding, scoring superb goals and fully deserving her Player
of the Match award.

In their second game, the team dominated possession in a o—o draw, showing great composure and
attacking awareness. Eliza’s skill and intelligent play earned her the Coaches’ Player of the Match, while
the opposition’s Player of the Match was Chloe, who also performed strongly.

A huge well done to all involved — great effort, teamwork, and progress across the board!




U13 Hockey

On Wednesday, 8th October 2025, our U13 hockey team played a
competitive but friendly match against Tockington Manor’s U13 A and
B teams. The first 15 minutes were challenging, and we fell behind,
which was a little discouraging.

However, the team bounced back joyfully, winning the remainder of
our matches. Despite some injuries — Sam with a knee knock, Aoife
with a rolled ankle, and Ella with a ball to the head — the girls powered
through with determination.

The team scored plenty of spectacular goals and created numerous
assists, showcasing their skill and teamwork.

A special mention to our statisticians, Moyin and Archie, who did a fantastic job compiling
match analysis for this newsletter:

Over 80- completed passes | 56 ‘D’ Entries | 11 goals

So, let's congratulate Erin our goalkeeper, who had only played in a few matches this term but stopped
lots of shots. Millicent and Ella who got player of the matches, Sam, Ella and Aoife who carried on even
after being injured, our wonderful statisticians who made themselves useful even when they couldn't
play. Along with Morgan, getting into some brilliant positions in the ‘D’. We also have Lyra who is a
skilled Midfielder who drives down the pitch while deceiving her opponents and finally our defence Lilah
and Francesca who kept the ball away from our goal.

Whole School Open Morning

Friday morning, we held our first Open
Morning of the year, and it was a fantastic
event! We welcomed many families interested
in different year groups, from Kindergarten
through to Year 7.

A special thank you goes to our amazing tour
guides, pupils from Years 7 and 8. They were
highly praised by our visitors for their knowledge
of the school, presentation skills, and kindness
— we couldn’t be prouder of them.

We’d also like to thank the parents who joined
us for the coffee morning, sharing their
experiences with prospective families. Your
support is invaluable and much appreciated.

Our next Open Morning will be on Friday, 14th
November — we look forward to welcoming
more families then!




School Calendar & Events

Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the_ Michaelmas Term 2025 on
the school website.

To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the
announced calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026-27 have now been published on the
website: https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

EVENTS NEXT WEEK

Monday 13" October
(Prep Week 1)

Individual Portrait and Sibling Photographs

_ 16:45 Year 7 & 8 Parents’ Evening
Tuesday 14™ October - EYFS Trip to St. Fagans Museum

U10 & U13 Boys’ Rugby vs Bromsgrove @ DCPS
(Foundation fixtures)

U12 Boys’ Rugby vs Bromsgrove @Bromsgrove
14:30 -
(Foundation fixtures)
U11 Boys’ Rugby vs Hatherop Castle @ Hatherop
14:30 .
Castle (Foundation fixtures)
_ 14:30 U13 Hockey vs Cheltenham College (A)
_ 14:30 U11 A & B Hockey vs Cheltenham College (H)

Half-Term Church Service at St Luke’s Church,
Tutshill

Wednesday 15th

Thursday 16" October

Half-Term begins



https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk

at St John’s

Looking for fun and engaging activities for the children during the half-term break? Holiday
Clubs run at St John’s designed to entertain, educate, and inspire!

DEAN CLOSE

P.L.A-YI SPORT & ART CAMP 6 ST JOHN’S

FriT?" 0ct - Fri 3T 0clL
Fed | el
8.30am - 5.30pm daily _ PRE-PREP

AUTUMN
HOLIDAY CAMP
20™ -30™ OCTOBER 2025

CHEPSTOW

@ Dean Close SL Johns )
i S;";z'"’l For children aged 3 - 7
O S TR OPEN TO ALL SCHOOLS

Neiin Pl P NATURE, SPORT, ART & MORE
For more information or v 4 i

© Dean Close St John's School, Tutshill
o More info & booking on our website




