
SOCIAL STUDIES

Course:  Ancient World History to the 
Renaissance 

Course Overview
In this course, students will examine historical developments that have shaped the modern world. The course allows 
students to familiarize themselves with the evolution of human civilization along with the contributions made to 
society, government, trade, engineering, and arts starting over 12,000 years ago with the Neolithic Era and 
continuing through the Classical Era and concluding with the Renaissance and Age of Exploration in the 15th, 16th 
and 17th centuries.  The overview and sequence applies to General Education and Honors Level courses.

Essential Course 
Information
➢ Grade 8
➢ Full Year
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Differentiation and ELL strategies will be included.

KEY FEATURES OF REVISION
➢ Eighth grade social studies 

curriculum was last revised in 2013.
➢ Student access to digital resources 

has expanded greatly. 
➢ Goals are designed so that students 

can independently transfer their 
learning through authentic 
performance experiences. 

➢ Integration of performance based 
assessments and common writing 
tasks.

➢ Greater emphasis on historical 
thinking skills and geographical 
reasoning.

➢ Incorporation of activities and 
assessments that develop 21st 
century skills.

INSTRUCTIONAL / SUPPLEMENTAL 
MATERIALS

1. Textbook: Ancient Civilizations
Through the Renaissance, Houghton
Mifflin 2012

2. Supplemental readings and online
resources to enhance understanding
of course content and skills

○ DBQ Project
○ Thinking Like a Historian:

Stanford History Education
Group

○ Actively Learn
○ NJ Amistad Interactive

Curriculum
○ Newsela
○ and others.

All existing resources will be evaluated for 
alignment to new curriculum
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Content Continuum

Modern World History
Age of Revolutions through Modern Times

Ancient World History to the Renaissance

Citizenship, Economics, and You
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