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As we settle into the new school year, | want to take a moment to thank our entire school community—
students, families, teachers, and staff—for helping us get off to such a strong and positive start. The
energy in our classrooms, hallways, and school events has been inspiring, and it’s clear that our
students are eager to learn, grow, and connect. Your support, cooperation, and commitment to
education continue to make a real difference in the lives of our young people.

Looking ahead, I am excited about the many opportunities this school year holds. Whether it’s
academic achievement, extracurricular involvement, or community engagement, we are focused on
creating a safe, inclusive, and enriching environment where every student can thrive. Let’s continue to
work together—families, educators, and community members—to ensure this year is not only
successful, but also memorable for all the right reasons. Thank you for your continued partnership and
support. Here's to a great year ahead!

Warm regards,

Chris Mathes
Superintendent, South Point Local

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/



South Point Local Schools are always striving to improve School Safety so that students can learn in a
safe, nurturing environment. The school district has made an effort to increase and improve safety each
and every year. Some of the recent improvements include:

Marc Dutro from Nationwide Children’s Hospital trained South Point Staff on the Project Adam training to prevent
sudden cardiac death in children and adolescents through education and implementation of life-saving programs
during In-service for the 2025-2026 school year with staff and will return to South Point to train individual teams in
each building later in the year.

OSSC Run, Hide, Fight Training with Dustin Conrad and Nathan Skaggs from Ohio School Safety Center during In-
service for the 2025 — 2026 school year with staff.

We regularly complete drills with guidance from the Ohio School Safety Center and/or local law enforcement to

practice the emergency management plan.

Each building regularly updates an emergency management plan uploaded on the Ohio School Safety
Center Website that was made in collaboration with Local Law Enforcement and emergency services.

Resource officer in each building full time.

Staff completes online Public School Works training yearly to stay up to date and in line with state and federal laws.

Schools all have threat assessment teams in place

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/




ABRE-SEL/MH SURVEY

South Point Local School District used ABRE to deliver the SSIS colLab SEL
and mental health survey to students from 3rd to 12th grades. The
information gathered from this survey may be used to get help to
students who are in need of a more intense level of social emotional or
mental health assistance.

SURVEY

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/



PARENT INFORMATION

If you or anyone you know is experiencing homelessness as defined
below, please contact Brian Kidd—South Point Local Homeless Liaison at
740-377-4315.

Definition of homelessness:

The McKinney-Vento law says that homelessness includes individuals who
do not have a fixed, regular and adequate home because they have
lost their own home. This means:

-Individuals who have lost their own home, suffering a financial hardship
or similar reason.

-Individuals who are sharing the housing of others.

-Individuals who are living in hotels or motels or in campgrounds or frailer
parks that are not viewed as year round homes because they do not
have accommodations, such as heat or running water.

-Individuals who are living in emergency shelters or who have been
abandoned in hospitals.

-Individuals who are living in cars, parks, or public spaces.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/



GET INVOLVED

Every South Point Local School has a need for volunteers and there is a
wide variety of opportunities available. If you think you would enjoy @
deeper involvement with children, contact the building principal to see
what is available.

Children perform better in school when they know their guardians are
part of the “education team.” Talk to your child’s teacher on a regular
basis. Two parent teacher conference days are provided during the
year at all of our schools. The dates are as follows Wednesday,
November 3, 2025 and Friday, February 12, 2026.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/



RESOURCES

-Safer Schools Ohio Anonymous Tip line—Text or Call 844-SAFEROH

-Homeless Education Programs Coordinator Office of Whole Child
Supports Ohio Department of Education (Trish Barnett) — 614-324-7646.

-Human Trafficking Hotline—Text Help to #233733

-Ohio Department of Education Parent Page—
http://education.ohio.gov/Parents

-National Teen Dating Violence Helpline — 1-866-331-9474 or Text
LOVEIS TO 22522

-Smoking, Drugs, and Alcohol tools—http://www.starttalking.ohio.gov/

- Dyslexia supports — https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-
Ohio/Literacy/Dyslexia

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/
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COME JOIN OUR TEAM

SUBSTITUTES NEEDED IN
ALL AREAS

TEACHERS, TEACHER AIDES, BUS DRIVERS, BUS AIDES,
SECRETARIES, FOOD SERVICE, CUSTODIAL AND NURSES.
REQUIREMENTS AND APPLICATION DETAILS CAN BE FOUND AT
https://www.southpoint.k12.oh.us

UNDER THE PUBLIC INFORMATION TAB AND CLICKING ON
EMPLOYMENT. ANY QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO
THE SOUTH POINT LOCAL BOARD OFFICE AT 740-377-4315.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/
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Attendance
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DID YOU KNOW?

+ Starting in preschool and kindergarten, too many absences can cause children to fall behind in school.

* Missing 10%, or about 2 days each month over the course of a school year, can make it harder to learn to read.

+ Students can still fall behind if they miss just one or two days every few weeks.

* Being late to school may lead to poor attendance.

+ Absences and tardiness can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning to help
children catch up.

Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school—and themselves. Start building this habit
in preschool so they learn right away that going to school on time, every day is important. Eventually good
attendance will be a skill that will help them succeed in high school and college.

WHAT YOU CANDO

+ Set a regular bedtime and morning routine. yhen Do Iibbsel)?ces'b
* Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before. ORI BRIk
» Keep your child healthy and make sure your child has the required

shots. CHRONIC ABSENCE

* Introduce your children to their teachers and classmates before 18 or more days

school starts.

» Develop backup plans for getting to school if something comes up.

Call on a family member, a neighbor, or another parent.

. . 10 to 17 days
* Try to schedule non-urgent related medical appointments and

extended trips when school isn't in session.

* If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to teachers,
school counselors and other parents for advice on how to make
your child feel comfortable and excited about learning.

SATISFACTORY
9 or fewer absences

* If you are concerned that your child may have a contagious illness,

call your school or health care provider for advice. Note: These numbers assume
: . a 180-day school year.
« If your child must stay home due to illness, ask the teacher for

resources and ideas to continue learning at home.

Bevar fomd T

Visit Attendance Works at www.attendanceworks.org for free downloadable resources and tools!

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/




Attendance

Showing up for school has a huge impact on a student’s academic success. Even as children grow older and

more independent, families play a key role in making sure students get to school every day and understand why
attendance is so important for success in school and on the job.

DID YOU KNOW?

+ Students should miss no more than 9 days of school each year to stay engaged, successful and on track to graduation.

+ Frequent absences can be a sign that a student is losing interest in school, struggling with school work, dealing with a
bully or facing some other difficulty.

+ By 6th grade, absenteeism iz one of three signs that a student may drop out of high school.
+ By 9th grade, attendance is a better predictor of graduation rates than 8th grade test scores.
+ Missing 10%, or 2 days a month, over the course of the school year, can affect a student's academic success.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

Make school attendance a priority

+ Talk about the importance of showing up to school every day.

+ Help your children maintain daily routines, such as finishing homework and getting a good night's sleep.

+ Try not to schedule dental and non-urgent related medical appointments during the school day.

+ Keep your student healthy. If you are concerned about about a contagious illiness, call your school or health care provider.

+ If your children must stay home because they are sick, make sure they have asked teachers for resources and materials to
make up for the miszed learning time in the classroom.

Help your teen stay engaged

+ Find out if your children feel engaged by their classes, and feel safe from bullies and other threats.

* Make sure your teens are not missing class because of challenges with behavioral issues or school discipline policies. If
any of these are problems, contact the school and work with them to find a solution.

+ Monitor you teen’s academic progress and seek help from teachers or tutors when necessary. Make sure teachers know
how to contact you.

Stay on top of your child's social contacts. Peer pressure can lead to skipping school,
while students without many friends can feel isclated.
Encourage your child to join meaningful afterschoo activities, including sports and clubs.

Support your students if you notice signs of anxiety, and if needed, seek advice from your
school or health provider

Communicate with the school

= Know the school's attendance policy - incentives and penalties.

= Check on your child's attendance to be sure absences are not adding up.

= Seek help from school staff, other parents, or community agencies if you need support.

Visit Attendance Works at www.attendanceworks.org for free downloadable resources and tools!

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/



STATE TESTING INFO FOR
GUARDIANS

Sample test items and practice tests

Both sample items and practice tests allow students to view and answer test questions that are like
those that could appear on state tests. Teachers and parents also may use related resources to help their
students know what to expect.

Log into the Student Practice Site at

https://oh-ost.portal.cambiumast.com/families.htmi

Visit the Students and Families section of the test portal

Click on the "Student Practice Site™ button to enter the practice site.
“Guest Session” will appear; you do not need to enter information here.
Select “sign in.”

Select a grade level, then click on “yes.”

Select a specific test or sample item.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/



https://oh-ost.portal.cambiumast.com/families.html

hitps://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Testing-Forms-and-
Resources/Parent-Resource-Toolkit#OST

The link above goes to Ohio Department of Education and Workforce's
Parent resource toolkit for Parents and has multiple links on the page
which go to the Ohio State Testing information.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/


https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Testing-Forms-and-Resources/Parent-Resource-Toolkit#OST
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Testing-Forms-and-Resources/Parent-Resource-Toolkit#OST

MEET OUR NEW FOOD SERVICE PROVIDER!!!

THE NUTRITION GROUP IS PLEASED TO PARTNER WITH THE
SOUTH POINT LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT!

The Nutrition Group (TNG) is excited to be your new food
service provider. You'll begin to see lots of positive
changes in your cafeteria:

* More foods to choose, including fresh-made entrees,
convenient grab & go selections, healthy snacks and
beverages, and much more.

 We'll work with the district’s administration to
assemble Youth Advisory Councils and Parent Advisory
Councils, giving students and parents a chance to be
more involved.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/



* Opportunities to learn about nutrition will be
everywhere! In the cafeteria, students will see colorful
banners, posters and signage with healthy food cues
and inspiring messages. Our interactive nutrition
education classes show students just how fun learning
can be.

* Finding out what’s for lunch is now at your fingertips
with Nutrislice! Nutrislice is a free app that offers the
industry’s best digital experience for students, faculty
and staff, and parents. Users can scan our beautiful
digital menus, utilize menu filters for allergens, view
ingredients, give feedback to recipes, and get the latest
cafeteria news on their favorite device.

We appreciate the opportunity to serve students and
staff of the South Point School District and look forward to
building positive, healthy relationships in the months and
years to comel

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/
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The Nutrition Group's recipe for success is not only providing our students with
the best types of food, but also the best in K-12 nutritional programming. Our programs reach
students of all ages and introduce them to delicious, wholesome foods.

Farm to Fork offers fresh
produce from local sources.

Chef Basil's

WELTNESS
NEDNESDAY

Wellness Wednesday encourages
elementary students to sample
well-balanced recipes featuring
colorful vegetables, legumes,

and seasonings.

FOOD

$FUSIONE
Food Fusion provides tasty
combinations of your favorite

trendy foods like Pulled Pork Mac
& Cheese Waffle Cones!
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Tasty Bites proves healthy
food can be delicious and
delightful with our delectable
sweet and nutritious treats.

Recipe of the Month delivers
chef-crafted recipes for students
to explore new flavors.

Molly the Cow and Calvin the Calf,
The Nutrition Group'’s loveable
mascots, spread the importance
of making healthy choices.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/
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