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Year 10 Information Evening

Welcome to Neston High School
Thursday 9th October 2025
(Presentation available via www.nestonhigh.com from Friday 10t October)
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Welcome

Headteacher - Ms Cunningham
Head of Year 10- Mr Fairhead
Assistant Headteacher- Mr Smith
SLT Link/ Designated Safeqguarding Lead- Mr Cairney
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Parent Portal

Student Timetable
Positive Behaviour Points
Negative Behaviour Points

Update Student Details
Complete Consents
Attendance Data
Clubs After School
Detentions
Exam Timetables
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08:40-09105

09:05-10:05

Construction L1/2:
Year 10: 10B/Cm

10:05-1105

PSHE: Year 10:

10/PSE10

Arbor timetable

08:40-09:05

09:05-10:05

English Language:
Year 10: 10Q/En3

10:05-1105
Science: Year 10:

|10Q/5¢2

08:40-09:05

0905-10:05
Science: Year 10:
10Q/5c2
10:05-11:05

CNAT L1/2 Business:

|Year 10: 10D/Bt

09:05-10205

CNAT L1/2 Business:
Year 10: 10D/Bt

10:05-11:05
Physical education

1(Core): Year 10:

Aspiration | Community | Respect

08:40-0905

09:05-1005

History: Year 10:
10C/Hi2

10:05-11105
English Language:

1Year 10: 10Q/En3

11:30-12:30
Science: Year 10:
10Q/5¢2
12:30-13:30

PRE Core: Year 10:

10Q/EPR3

11:50-12:30
Mathematics: Year
10: 10Q/Ma4
12:30-13:30
BTECL2 Sport: Year

]10: 104/Pb

11:30-12:30

English Language:
Year 10: 100/En3

12:30-13:30

Mathematics: Year

]10: 100/Ma4

11:30-12:50
Mathematics: Year
10: 10Q/Ma4

12:30-135:50
Science: Year 10:

|10Q/5c2

11:30-12:30

BTEC L2 Sport: Year
10: 10A/Pb

12:30-135:30
Mathematics: Year

]10: 100/Ma4

14:10-1510 14:10-15:10 14:10-15:10 14:10-15:10 14:10-15:10
CMNAT L1/2 Business:|Construction L1/2: |History: Year 10: History: Year 10: Science: Year 10:
Year 10: 10D/Bt Year 10: 10B/Cm 10C/Hi2 10C/Hi2 100Q/5c2
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Curriculum
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How do we organise learning?
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Band P | Band Q | Subject Code | Allocation Setting
English En 8 Groups set by English
Mathematics Ma 8 Groups set by Mathematics
Science Core | 7sets | 6sets Sc 10 Groups set by Science
Phil i
! OSOth' FthICS e PRE 1 Groups set by English
Religion
History or Geography Hi/ Gg 5
Option A 5
pron Option Subjects Mixed ability classes
Option B 5
Option C 5
6 sets | 6 sets PE 5 Groups set bY PE : Boys and
PE Girls
PSHE 10 tutor groups PS 1 Tutor groups
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Teaching and
Learning
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Achieving a Compelling Learmng Experlence

+ Engages

+ Challenges

+ Empowers

+ Connects

/
Aspiration | Community | Respect /



TEACHING AND LEARNING PRINCIPLES \

Achieving a Compelling Learning Experience

NESTON

In every lesson at Neston High School, you will see: HIGH SCHOOL

Excellent Subject Knowledge
Deep subject knowledge, vocabulary, and clear explanation.

_i{) Pace, Planning & Purpose

Lessons are well structured, purposeful, and reflect a coherent curriculum.

oW Adaptive Teaching
Tailoring support and challenge so every student can progress.

Stimulating & Safe Environment
A safe, welcoming space that inspires learning.

Students Make Progress
Learners can explain what they’ve achieved and where they're heading.

Effective Assessment
Assessment informs teaching and feedback supports ongoing student progress.

Variety of Engaging Activities
Diverse and dynamic learning experiences.

Positive Relationships & Behaviour
Positive relationships and high expectations underpin a safe and respectful
learning environment.

~

¥ @ % [Bh M Iy =

Cross-Curricular Skills
Building literacy, numeracy, teamwork, and independence
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Marking and Feedback

Focus on improving

Students engaged with learning

Praise and encourage students

Support students in identifying strengths and weaknesses

Students reflecting on learning and using feedback effectively
to improve

Range of strategies used such as ‘live marking’

Aspiration | Community | Respect NESTON
HIGH SCHOOL



At Neston High School, we pride ourselves in ensuring
literacy is at the heart of our curriculum.
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Our school community works collaboratively to support all students to develop their
reading, writing and speaking skills.

All students engage in a range of literacy-rich activities in tutor time and lessons
across the curriculum.

We assess the literacy abilities of all students using spelling and reading tests.
Interventions are put in place for students who require additional support with
literacy.

Our Library plays a central role in school life to promote a reading culture.

We encourage all students to have a reading book in their bag and to read in schoc
and at home.

Head of English & Literacy: Mr S. Smith
Literacy Specialist: Mrs S. Amato

Aspiration | Community | Respect NESTON
HIGH SCHOOL




v v
Will improve critical
thinking skills

Will have a broad
vocabularly

Will learn how to develop

Will have a world of
imagination and creativity
opened up to them

Will improve their
communication skills

Will improve academic &
results Will have reduced stress
levels




Talking about learning )

NESTON
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What was the most interesting thing you learned today?
Can you teach me something new you found out?

Did you try something that was difficult? How did you
handle it?

What new word did you come across? What does it mean?
What problem or question did your class try to answer?
What strategy did you use to solve a hard problem?

Can you show me how you would do that at home?

How could you use what you learned today outside of
school?

Aspiration | Community | Respect
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Independent learning

To support all students with a quiet space to work and encourage
independent learning, we have a study room open every day until

4.10pm. This may be homework, making revision materials or preparing
for assessments.

There will be computers available for them to do research or access

online learning platforms as they will not be able to access their phones
until 4.10pm.

Microsoft Teams is available as an application on all desktop and mobile
devices. The Microsoft Teams app allows students and parents to view,
manage and submit all school files.

Qi
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Reflecting on learning
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Read and reflect. Check and correct.

Have you used capital

letters correctly?

Have you included full
stops at the end of your
sentences?

Have you used

paragraphs to structure
your work?

Have you double
checked spellings of
keywords?

Is your written work

legible/ easy to read?

Have you used the
correct homophones?
Their/They're/There

Are your points

supported by detail?
Facts, stats, examples?

What are the key
strengths of this piece
work?

How do you think this

piece of work could be
improved?

- D



English Language and English Literature
2 separate qualifications

™
Cliasics

A date for your diary:

As part of students’ study of A
Christmas Carol’ we have a theatre
company coming in to perform the story
A Christmas Carol Ma'Cbe.t.h on Mo.nday 15tth December. More

by Wiliiam Shakespeare information to follow.

The Curgiete Py win Avrotatone, Auche & Xrauionys Orparers

by Charles Dickens

10 S Ml wOy Aot d § ¥ 3O i it

Annotation friendly copies of the texts above are available on Scopay. These are studied as
part of the English Literature GCSE and students are required to have their own copies of
the texts to read and annotate in lesson.

Students have a homework booklet each half term to coincide with the curriculum map.

Please encourage completion of the homework along with wider topic related reading at
home.
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Assessment
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How are GCSE courses graded?

How the new grades compare with the old ones

9
AI‘
8
A 7
B 6
5 STRONG PASS
C 4 STANDARD PASS
D
3
E
2
F
1
G

Source: Ofqual

Aspiration | Community | Respect NESTON
HIGH SCHOOL




How are BTEC/CNAT courses graded?

Level 2 / Distinction 7-8
Level 2 / Merit 5-6
Level 2 / Pass 4

Level 1 / Distinction 3
Level 1 / Merit .
Level 1 / Pass 1

Aspiration | Community | Respect NESTON
HIGH SCHOOL



Reporting Details )
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What will be reported throughout the academic year 2025-26:

Report 1
Attitude to Learning Review — December 2025

Attitude to Learning:

Progress Evening — Thursday 26th February 2026 Grades 1 -4 in three key Areas:
Engagement

In school — A chance to receive feedback from your child’s Independent Learning
teachers Ready To Learn

Report 2

Centre Assessed Exam Weeks:
Thurs Mar 19th- Wed April 1st 2026

Report 3
Academic Review — May 2026

Centre Assessed Exam Results and Subject teacher comments
Aspiration | Community | Respect
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Engagement

Engagement (Participation in class / Completion of classwork / Attitude / Behaviour / Effort)

*You are highly motivated and demonstrate an extremely positive attitude in lessons.
*You contribute fully to learning in class by actively taking part in discussions.

*You are enthusiastic and work extremely well with other students.

*You take full responsibility for your own learning, completing all tasks set.

*You always demonstrate resilience and complete work to the best of your ability.

2 - Expected

*You are motivated and present a positive attitude to learning in lessons.
*You contribute well to learning in class by taking part in discussions.
*You are willing and work well with other pupils.

*You take responsibility for your own learning, completing tasks set.

*You always complete work to the best of your ability and don’t give up easily.

3 — Requires Some Improvement

*You do not always demonstrate a positive attitude to learning, sometimes needing encouragement to stay on task.
*Your effort is inconsistent, often not contributing to class discussions.

*You are sometimes unwilling to work with other pupils.

*You do not always take responsibility for your own learning and often do not complete tasks set.

*You do not always complete work to the best of your ability.

*You need frequent reminders to stay on task and do not meet the expected standards of behaviour or effort.
*Your lack of effort and focus has a negative impact on your learning and sometimes that of others.

*You are often unwilling to work with other pupils.

*You do not complete tasks set and need to take more responsibility for your own learning.

NESTON *You do not complete work to the best of your ability.
HIGH SCHOOL




Successful Preration for CAEs

yNESTON
4, < 7 HIGH SCHOOL
7\ NESTON [

e} HIGH SCHOOL

. . This section will provide important information and resources reg
Explore. Dream. Discover Examination Boards.

Year 11/12/13 Revision Sessions

Students Parents Staff Community

| #  EASTER REVISION TIMETABLE

v

Exams Year 10 Centre Assessed Exams

IT Support

#  YEAR 10 REVISION BOOKLET

Resources

. e Check your Centre Assessed Exams Guide for each subject
@ - Topic Areas - Length of Exam - Equipment Needed — Revision Resources

YEAR 10
NESTON mmerssesco
EXAM GUIDE
2024

HIGH SCHOOL

']Ep]ﬂ,
EXtraordin\a ”A‘tb ] _> Number of Papers: 1

i ' ~ Use the Exam Board for fooghofbame afomraslline, g
‘ Revision Guides e —

« Qi - List 4 things

AQA GCSE (9-1) in English Language
YEAR 10 Centre Assessed Exam

+ Q4-Evaluate
+ Qs - Descriptive Writing

Year 10 Past Papers
REVISION RESOURCES/WEB LINKS
CENTRE ASSESSED EXAM GUIDE :

- SENECA

2024 « MrBruff
Staff Contact Information
\ RSL: Helen Bowden

mitchella@nestonhigh.com Miss Mitchell - Curriculum Leader of English
\\\\ SLT Link: Mrs H Waites
— '

nhigh.com Mrs S Cavanagh

+ Q2-language
& « Q3 -Structure ,//_,—"—""



Example

Year 10 Centre Assessed Exams Timetable

Tuesday 23" April - Friday 37 May

Tuesday
23™ April

Wednesday
24™ April

Thursday
25" April

Friday
26™ April

English
Language
(1Hr 45)

Maths
Paper 1
Calculator
(45 Mins)

Biology
(Separates
THr 45
Combined
1Hr 15)

Chemistry
(Separates
THr 45
Combined
1Hr 15)

Period 4

Music
(2 Hrs)

Sport BTEC
{2Hrs)

History
(1Hr 30)

Sociology
{1 Hr)

Computer
Science
(1Hr 30)

Food &
Mutrition
(1Hr 45)

RE
(THr 45)

WEEKEND

Monday
29" April

Tuesday
30" April

Wednesday
15 May

Thursday
2 May

Friday
3 May

English
Literature
{1 Hour)

..{

Maths
Paper 2
MNon
Calculator
(45 Mins)

Construction
{1Hr 30)

Graphic Design
(2 Hrs)

German
(1Hr 30)

GCSE PE
(THr 15)

Photography
(2 Hrs)

Child
Development
(1 Hr)

Spanish
(1Hr 30)

Drama
(1Hr 45)

Engineering
(1Hr 30)

Fine Art
(2Hrs)

Geography
(1Hr 30)

Business
GCSE
{1Hr)

Hospitality &
Catering
{1 Hr)

Product
Design
(2Hrs)

Media
Studies
(1Hr 20)

French
(1Hr 30)




Year 10 .....
Sort out your EXAM PENCIL CASE!

— Clear Plastic Pencil Case Needed
» 2 Black Pens
e 2 Pencils
 Rubber
* Ruler

Additional Equipment:
Calculator / Highlighter Pen

@) NESTON
HIGH SCHOOL



Best Way to Revise? 20 / 20 / 20

- Remembering Content
Mind-maps / Note Taking / Posters / Revision Guides

v’ Test Yourself
Flash Cards / Ask someone to test you / Cover and Recall

v ExXam Question
Can you answer a question with no notes? Timed?

Aspiration | Community | Respect NESTON
HIGH SCHOOL



JCQ Joint Council for

ac Qualificationsc:e

Plagiarism

The regulations state that:

‘the work which you submit for assessment must be your own’;

'vou must not copy from someone else or allow another
candidate to copy from you’.

If you copy the words, ideas or outputs of others
and do not show your sources in references and a
bibliography, this will be considered as cheating.

Aspiration | Community | Respect



JCQ o oo o Penalties for breaking the regulations

If it is discovered that you have broken the regulations, one of the following penalties will be applied:

— the piece of work will be awarded zero marks;
—you will be disqualified from that component for the examination series in question;

—you will be disqualified from the whole subject for that examination series;
—you will be disqualified from all subjects and barred from entering again for a period of time. The

awarding body will decide which penalty is appropriate.

REMEMBER — IT’S YOUR QUALIFICATION SO IT NEEDS TO BE
YOUR OWN WORK

NESTON

Aspiration | Community | Respect
HIGH SCHOOL



Looking ahead to Sixth Form

Sixth Form Open Evening- October 23rd 2025
Entry Requirements
+ 5grades 4-9
+ Subject Specific Entry requirements (Subject to change)

+ Good attendance, punctuality and behaviour record
required

burtonl@nestonhigh.com - Director of Sixth Form
Blakemorem@nestinhigh.com - Head of Year 12
Joness@nestonhigh.com- Head of Year 13
Crillyc@nestonhigh.com- Sixth Form PLM

S NSNS e Aspiration | Community | Respect NESTON
HIGH SCHOOL
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Sixth Form Entry Requirements

NESTON HIGH SCHOOL - SIXTH FORM @
COURSE SUMMARY

A LEVEL

LEVEL3

ADDITIONAL COLIRSE ENTRY REQUIREMENT

COURSE

OTHER *

Basic Entry Requirements
5 grades 4-9 (or equivalent)

Meet the subject specific entry
requirements for three subjects

Please note these will differ for each
subject area

Students sitting foundation tier exams at
GCSE and wishing to continue this subject
at Level 3 may need further discussion



Standards and Expectations
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Strong Start | @

NESTON
| HIGH SCHOOL

The year group has started amazingly, well done!

High expectations set early

Positive attitude to learning

Routines established: uniform, equipment, punctuality
_Listening actively in class

~ollowing instructions the first time

Please help us maintain these high standards for the next
seven years!

Aspiration | Community | Respect



Respect and Responsibility

| NESTON
HIGH SCHOOL

+ Show respect to staff and peers

+ Pride in school and work

+ Aspire to do your best every day

+ Kindness and positive language

+ Listen and follow instructions

+ Take responsibility and keep our community safe

Aspiration | Community | Respect /



sanctions

We do not shy away from the fact that we have high
standards and expectations for your children

The below are the levels of behaviour and their sanction:

Level

= W N e

5

After school detentions will have at least a day’s notice.

We expect children to attend and expect the support of
parents in ensuring they reinforce this message at home

@
NESTON

| HIGH SCHOOL
\

Sanction/Detention
Personal

30 min

60 min

IE

Suspension

Aspiration | Community | Respect



The Importance of Attendance | @

NESTON
| HIGH SCHOOL

It shapes the foundation of learning.
Even one day missed can mean falling behind
Poor attendance often leads to weaker exam results

Employers, colleges and universities check attendance as a
sign of reliability

Being in school every day means full access to teaching and
feedback

Parents are expected to challenge their child to get in. Fight
those sniffles!

Aspiration | Community | Respect



90% Attendance is Good, isn‘t it?!

| NESTON
HIGH SCHOOL

+ 90% for one week - half a day missed (2 lessons)
+ 90% for one term - 7 days missed (35 lessons)
+ 90% for one year - 4 weeks missed (100 lessons)

+ 90% for five years - 20 weeks missed (500 lessons!!)
= one grade lower in every subject

+ Every day counts!

Aspiration | Community | Respect /



The Cost of Poor Attendance @

NESTON

HIGH SCHOOL

+ A recent study occurred comparing people at the age of 28
and their salaries against their final school attendance.

99%-100% £32,200
90%-98.9% £29,800
50%-89.9% (Persistently Absent) £19,500
Less than 50% £10,100

+ There is over a £20,000 difference between the best and
worst attenders.

+ Being in school more often supports with better prospects
and future earnings.

Aspiration | Community | Respect



Uniform Reminders * @

| NESTON
\ HIGH SCHOOL

Shoes: black, polishable, no soft fabric, no logos
Skirts at knee-length, pleated and not rolled up
Black socks - no bows

School bag

Black 'V neck’ school jumper

No nail varnish, false nails, piercings or jewellery of any kind
except one small stud in each ear.

No excessive make-up, false tan or false eyelashes

Information can be found on ‘Parent’ section of school
website in the Parent Handbook: Uniform and Appearance

Aspiration | Community | Respect



Rewards and Celebration |

| NESTON
HIGH SCHOOL

+ Rewards underpin everything we do
+ Strive to achieve your best

+ Formal and informal calendared events regularly
throughout the year

+ Positive points awarded daily
+ Success celebrated reqularly

+ Everyone recognised for effort, achievement and
Improvements

+ Year group rewards trip

Aspiration | Community | Respect |



PSHE fy

NESTON
Rights and Responsibilities: Instagram, TikTok generation, |
targeted advertising and your data.

Mental Health and Wellbeing: Screen time; self-harm, cancer
screening.

Exploring Relationships and Sex Education: Sexting and Nudes;
Online pornography (myths v reality) and impact on society;
unhealthy relationships.

Violence, crimes and seeking safety: Online gaming and
gambling; social media validation; causes of knife crime.

Exploring World Issues: Peace, war and conflict; overseas Aid.

Exploring British Values: Critical thinking and fake news; hate
crime; British values and identity

\
\\
\

Aspiration | Community | Respect



Working Together | )

NESTON

| HIGH SCHOOL
\

First point of contact: Form tutor

Subject related questions: Subject teacher / Curriculum Leader
Pastoral Learning Mentor: Mr Mulvaney Y10@nestonhigh.com
Head of Year: Mr Fairhead Y10@nestonhigh.com

Special Educational Needs: Mrs Nisbet (SENDCo)

Safeguarding (if you are concerned that there is a child at risk of
serious harm): safequarding@nestonhigh.com

General enquiries: admin@nestonhigh.com

Please note, Neston High School operates a 48-hour call back policy, but
the school will of course use professional judgement where your concern
requires more urgent contact

Aspiration | Community | Respect



@
NESTON

HIGH SCHOOL

Thank you!

Aspiration | Community | Respect
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