








A Kingdom Without a King
By Tony Ibresevic, Staff Writer

     The passing of Chad-
wick Boseman in August of 
2020 due to colon cancer 
was sudden 
and unexpected. His battle 
against colon cancer was 
kept completely secret until 
his passing. The actor’s 
passing left fans of his 
character, Black Panther, 
wondering what holds. The 
character plays a crucial 
role in the Marvel uni-
verse and its future, which 
means the issue must be 
addressed. Marvel was 
then faced with a choice, 
either they recast the King 
of Wakanda and attempt 
to live up to Chadwick’s 
amazing performance, or 
they take the mantle of 
Black Panther and pass it 
onto another character in 
the universe.
     After two years of wait-
ing, we have finally gotten 
our answer in Black Pan-
ther: Wakanda Forever. The 
movie opens with Shuri, 
T’Challa’s sister, eagerly 
trying to save her broth-
er from a deadly illness. 
Despite Shuri’s best efforts, 
she was unable to save her 
brother due to the destruc-
tion of the heart-shaped 

herbs from the last movie. 
After a short and sweet 
funeral scene for T’Challa, 
Marvel presents us with 
a tribute where Boseman 
exclusively features in the 
iconic Marvel introduction 
sequence. These first cou-
ple of minutes addresses 
the actor’s death and tells 
us that Black Panther will 
not be recast, while also 
setting up a few plot points 
of the movie. 
     Throughout the mov-
ie Shuri blames herself 
for not being able to save 
her brother despite doing 
everything she possibly 
could. In passing Shuri 
mentions how her brother 
“suffered in silence,” telling 
us that he most likely kept 
his illness a secret just as 
Chadwick did. The fact that 
T’Challa kept his illness se-
cret adds to the why Shuri 
blames herself because her 
knowing would have given 
her more time to create 
a cure which could have 
saved her brother. Even 
after a year of his passing 
Shuri is still unable to come 
to terms with his death. 
     Shuri is finally able to 
come to terms with T’Chal-

la’s death after the invasion 
of her city. The urgency of 
the situation calls for the 
protector of Wakanda, forc-
ing Shuri to finally create 
a synthetic heart-shaped 
herb allowing herself to 
become the Black Panther. 
In the ritual she is taken to 
the Ancestral Plane where 
she is met with Killmonger, 
the villain of the previous 
movie. Killmonger explains 
to Shuri that she “chose 
him” because she is on 
a path of revenge. Shuri 
denies this and states that 
she “is not like him” and 
she is “not like her brother” 
basically saying that she 
will not make the mistakes 
of T’Challa or Killmonger. 
Shuri becoming the Black 
Panther wasn’t surprising, 
but some students think 
that “M’baku would have 
been good fit” (Wendell 
Beall, 10th grader) for the 
mantle. However, students 
also think that Shuri de-
serves the mantle of 
the Black Panther since 
“she works hard to help 
Wakanda and brought back 
the heart shaped herb” (Jas-
mine Lutz, 10th grader)
     In the end Shuri was 

able to suppress her urges 
for vengeance and prove 
her worthiness of the 
mantle. In total the movie 
is an amazing and heartfelt 
tribute to Chadwick 
Boseman throughout the 
entire movie, you can really 
feel the impact of his death 
through the whole film 
with the constant stress on 

Wakanda and the absence 
of its protector. Shuri being 
able to protect her king-
dom and keep the peace 
without walking the path 
of vengeance proves she 
is worthy of the Mantle of 
the Black Panther. M’Baku 
said it best, “The Black 
Panther Lives!”.

It All Falls 
Down

by Allyson Minelli, Staff 
Writer
    Kanye West is known as 
one of the most influential 
hip hop artists. Yet, that 
is not the first connection 
people make when they 
think of him. For years, 
his name has never dis-
appeared from the media 
due to his history of public 
outbursts. His words are 
the enemy to his image. A 
range of public events, his 
brief run for POTUS, and a 
handful of unhinged com-
ments about race, politics, 
celebrities, and his personal 
beliefs, have all given a 
taste of who Kanye as a 
person. But some would 
excuse these words through 
Ye’s personal situations or 
his rumored bipolar disor-
der. As of this past October, 
it is truly all falling for 
Kanye, as his actions have 
backfired carrying some 
weighty consequences. 
   Kanye words have inten-
sified. On October 3rd, the 
star held a surprise show 
at Paris fashion week. 
What came after this show 
was utter shock. Kanye 

displayed a collection of 
“white lives matter” attire 
to mock the Black Lives 
Matter movement.
   Not long after, his acts 
escalated with an antise-
mitic social media rant that 
began with him accusing 
rapper Sean Combs of 
being controlled by Jewish 
people. He continued by 
tweeting “I’m a bit sleepy 
tonight but when I wake up 
in going [redacted] on Jew-
ish people...” This led to his 
ban from Twitter and Insta-
gram, but was not the end 
of the hate. Afterwards, an 
antisemitic white suprem-
acist group, Goyim De-
fense League, felt inspired 
to hang banners reading 
“Kanye is right about the 
Jews” and “vax the Jews” 
across California.
  Consequently, Kanye was 
dropped from his part-
nership with Adidas and 
Balenciaga, causing him 
to lose 2 billion dollars. 
There is speculation as to 
why Kanye is acting in this 
manner. Some blame his 
actions on his (rumored) 
bipolar disorder. According 
to those in his inner circle, 
he has made the choice to 
not medicate due to the 
strain it puts on his cre-
ativity and career. Bipolar 

disorder is a mental illness 
that can cause intense mood 
swings ranging between 
depressive lows and man-
ic highs. There are mixed 
opinions as to the correla-
tion between his possible 
diagnosis and his outbursts. 
But bipolar disorder is not 
an excuse for hatefulness; 
just as much hate can be 
sent through any neuro-nor-
mative person. Others 
believe that the two cannot 
be separated, bipolar disor-
der is directly causing his 
impulses and hate speech. 
Bipolar disorder is not the 
only key affecting factor 
here. In March of 2022 
Kanye divorced from Kim 
Kardashian. The messy 
divorce may have affected 
Kanye’s mental health as 
Kanye has also gone on a 
six month social rampage 
focusing on Kim.
     In the past his actions 
may have been excused, 
but not this time. Truly, 
there is no acceptable 
reason as to why Kanye is 
promoting racism and dis-
playing such reprehensible 
public behaviors. Plenty of 
other outlets are available 
to him to help his character 
and career. As Kanye wors-
ens, his career falls apart.

How to Play Sudoku
1. Each row must contain the numbers 1-9 exactly once 
each
2. Each column must contain the numbers 1-9 exactly 
once each
3. Each 3×3 box must contain the numbers 1-9 exactly 
once each
4. Do not repeat any numbers

Manga Comes to the Big Screen
By Simon Mora, Staff Writer

     This year, the long 
running manga and anime 
series One Piece has gained  
popularity, and has woven 
itself not only into Japanese 
culture but Western culture 
as well. 
     The manga was first 
published in the Shonen 
Jump magazine in 1997, 
and began airing on televi-
sion in 1999. Since then, it 
has steadily grown in pop-
ularity, releasing thousands 
of episodes and over 10 
movies. A live action series 

is also being developed by 
Netflix. 
     This past October, 
Times Square in New York 
City was completely taken 
over with advertisements 
for the upcoming release 
of One Piece: Film Red. 
Thousands of fans gathered 
to marvel at the sight. 
     “I saw it all over so-
cial media” Junior Elijah 
Hahn shares. “5 years ago 
I wouldn’t even think that 
would be possible.” Film 
Red earned $4.7 million 

opening weekend in North 
America, outselling Black 
Adam on its first day. 
     This is not surprising, 
since in recent years anime 
has become much more 
mainstream in Western 
culture. Hundreds of anime 
conventions are held every 
year, and one was even 
held a few months ago in 
St. Pete.

New Year, New You?
What Do The Stars Have in Store For You. 

According to Tarot.com, 
here are the predictions for 
the year. 
Aries - 2023 has your 
name written all over it, 
Ram. The first half of the 
year might bring you the 
luck you’ve been longing 
for. When life moves at a 
snail’s pace, it likely stifles 
your Aries drive. Fortunate-
ly, that won’t be an issue 
this go-round.
Taurus - Any seeds that 
you plant in 2023 have the 
potential to grow big, Tau-
rus -- possibly so big that 
you’ll look back and think, 
“Now that was the year I 
made it.” It’s likely that 
you’re breaking on through 
to the other side of inertia 
and laziness, and you’ve 
never been more ready to 
decadently enjoy the fruits 
of your labors.
Gemini - Your worldview 
may change quite radical-
ly this year, Gemini. It’s 
time to get super serious 
about the mark you want to 
make on the planet as far 
as your career goes. With 
Saturn moving into your 
10th House of Profession-
al Prowess and powerful 
Pluto altering the landscape 
of your 9th House of Phi-
losophy, it’s important to 
make sure your work feels 
enriching and meaningful. 
Toiling away at some-
thing mundane just for a 
paycheck won’t cut it any 
longer.
Cancer – 2023 may be 
the year your career starts 
taking off for the strato-
sphere, Cancer. Friends, 
colleagues, and online 
followers may play an 
outsized role in making it 
all happen, so don’t hesitate 
to rely on them when you 
need guidance, a brain-
storming sesh, or a shoul-

der to cry on.
Leo – We all know you 
just want to be loved, 
Leo. Well, relationships 
continue to loom large 
for you in 2023, growing 
deeper, more complex, and 
transformative across the 
board. Both personal and 
professional partnerships 
should look very different 
by the time the year ends, 
and you’ll know yourself 
a whole lot better. Rela-
tionships are your mirror 
more than ever before, and 
they’ll help you know when 
and where drama is truly 
appropriate.
Virgo – Pack your bags, 
Virgo, because 2023 is 
all about reigniting your 
adventurous spirit. It’s time 
you get serious about the 
broader direction of your 
life as you allow yourself to 
expand your impact on the 
world. Both your mind and 
your passport are about to 
get a lot of use.
Libra - No one needs to 
tell you that relationships 
are a big deal, Libra, but in 
2023, they really take cen-
ter stage. As they play an 
outsized role in your life, 
you’ll need to figure out 
how to make time for both 
love and your workaday 
world.
Scorpio – You’re pushing 
through the cosmic birth 
canal and reemerging as 
a brand new you in 2023, 
Scorpio. With utterly pro-
found, can’t-go-back-again 
change happening in key 
areas of your birth chart, 
you get to be the proverbial 
skin-shedder you were born 
to be this year. There’s a 
strong focus on relation-
ships, from personal to pro-
fessional and from casual 
to serious.
Sagittarius – Your curi-

osity is usually insatiable, 
Sagittarius, but in 2023, 
it’s pumped up a notch. Get 
ready to learn more than 
you have in a long time. As 
the zodiac’s quintessential 
student, you’re embark-
ing on a spiritual journey 
into the heart of your own 
personal history, and while 
all of this intellectual 
stimulation may keep you 
intrigued, your work life 
could get wildly busy.
Capricorn – It may feel 
like you’ve been in an 
intense cosmic crucible for 
the past decade, Capricorn. 
Don’t worry -- this is the 
year you break free to the 
other side. Your return to 
the runway comes courte-
sy of Pluto finally leaving 
your sign for the first time 
in what feels like forever. 
This is a big deal! On top 
of that, Saturn is on the 
move into new territory, 
handing you the micro-
phone and helping you get 
your message out in power-
ful ways.
Aquarius – You’re a living 
and breathing revolution 
this year, Aquarius. With 
Pluto moving into your 
very own sign for the first 
and only time this century, 
you’re likely ready to let 
your freak flag fly in the 
very best way. Saturn, on 
the other hand, is leaving 
your sign, making even 
more space for freedom. 
It’s time to next level every 
element of your life.
Pisces – Teaching and 
learning are your main 
themes this year -- just as 
trusting your intuition be-
comes more important than 
ever before. 2023 strength-
ens your resolve, shows 
you your innate power, and 
helps you build necessary 
boundaries.

Puzzles

On April Fool’s Day, your teenaged son replaces the salt 
in three of your four salt shakers with sugar. But he also 
leaves messages on each.

If only one of these inscriptions is true, which shaker still 
contains salt?



Is Junior Year as Bad as People Say?
By Aliyah Tenney, Staff Writer

New, Ninth, United
by Kendall Martin, Staff Writer

     Compared to freshman 
and sophomore year, most 
upcoming juniors are told 
that this year will be the 
worst. But is that really the 
case? I took the time over 
a couple of weeks to speak 
to my fellow classmates of 
2024. The conversations 
with my peers brought me 
to the realization that many 
of us are struggling with 
the same things.
      I started by asking what 
the hardest part of Junior 
year has been so far. Most 
responded with 
the same “staying on top 
of assignments” and “bal-
ancing schoolwork and 
social life”. But what are 
the easiest and most joyful 
memories of junior year? 
Sydney Bagley said that 
“so far, Homecoming Week 
was probably my favorite 
part of the year”. Raean-

na Cody believes that it’s 
“seeing my friends and the 
laughs that we share has 
made my year”.  
     As with any school, 
year there are many ups 
and downs of junior year. 
The importance that fol-
lows through into senior 
year is tremendous. This 
is the time to look into 
your future after gradua-
tion, whether it’s going to 
college, trade school, or 
even straight into a career. 
Students feel the pressure 
of real life and having to 
make adult decisions while 
focusing on school and 
balancing social life.
     One of the biggest 
stressors for 11th grade 
scholars is the time and 
preparation for the SAT 
and ACT. Many classmates 
studied for hours, just 
hoping to get an adequate 

score for these crucial tests. 
The SAT contains 3 sec-
tions: Reading, Writing and 
Math. All these sections 
will be graded differently, 
then combined to make 
a final score out of 1600. 
According to recent Flor-
ida statistics the average 
score is 993. Most colleges 
in Florida require around 
980-1250. Students find 
themselves trying to fit into 
the standards of their dream 
colleges and most students 
procrastinate causing more 
aggravation to college 
applicants.
     All things considered; 
junior year can lead stu-
dents to fall into a hole in 
life but it’s also a core time 
period for them to learn 
how to manage time, sup-
port themselves and begin 
to balance the many situa-
tions they may face.

     “Once a Viking, always 
a Viking!” is the first thing 
a freshman hears as they 
enter the halls of Northeast 
High School. This motto 
sheds light on a quality that 
a new high school student 
should embrace immedi-
ately to have success and 
that is “unity”. It can be 
very difficult to transition 
from middle school to high 
school, in fact, it is some-
times downright scary. 
Adapting to a new sched-
ule, learning your way 
around campus, observing 
people who already have 
connections and friend-
ships, meeting a new group 
of teachers, and settling 
into a newfound world is a 
lot. Have no fear, there are 
several different activities a 
9th grader can join to help 
make the shift smoother. 
Get involved in various 
clubs, after-school sports, 
or organizations lends a 
sense of belonging, discov-
ery, and pride. Taking the 
time to make an agenda or 
a detailed schedule is also 
something that can lead 
to success. We checked in 
with a few freshmen to see 
how the year has gone so 
far. 
     How did entering high 
school change the way you 
do things, or your sched-

ule?
“I would say it’s a lot 
more work and takes a lot 
more of my time. But I’m 
learning how to adjust to 
high school and the way it 
works” - Lauren Chipman
     How has being in high 
school affected you person-
ally compared to middle 
school?
“I feel that high school 
affected me personally 
compared to middle school 
because I feel more mo-
tivated since it’s a new 
beginning and I also get 
to meet new people and 
connect with them.” - Bea 
Rodriguez
     Do you feel a sense of 
belonging now, compared 
to the first day of school?
“Surprisingly yes, I already 
feel like I have amazing 
friends to depend on, and 
I feel much more relaxed 
than the first day. Com-
pared to my expectations, 
my freshman year has gone 
much better than I expect-
ed.” - Phoebe Robinson
     What are you looking 
forward to in your next 
year of high school?
“Next year, I’m excited 
to meet new people and 
excited to continue playing 
basketball and moving on 
to new classes” - Jocelyn 
Bruner

Dressing for Dress Code
By McKenna Arapi, Editor

     One of the biggest ways 
students can show off their 
personality at school is 
through what they wear. 
However, a school’s dress 
code can make standing 
out or showing off style 
difficult. One of the major 
highlights coming back to 
campus this fall was a more 
relaxed dress policy. What 
hasn’t been communicated 
correctly to students is why 
the dress code is so strict.
     Schools not only teach 
students Calculus and 
AICE Gen Paper; they also 
must prepare students for 
the real world. Students 
don’t realize how dress code 
relates to the preparation 
for the future. 
     Once students graduate 
and are thrown into the 
deep end of the real world, 
they must navigate college, 
jobs and being an adult all 
at once. The school system 
tries to prepare students as 
much as they can, so that 
we are equipped for what 
is to come. This includes 

how to dress professionally 
and according to our future 
endeavors. 
     Another major issue 
that affects the dress code 
is school safety. Concerns 
about violence on proper-
ty has led administrators 
around the country to tight-
ened up student dress codes 
in an attempt to reduce 
the risk of violence, and to 
create a positive, productive 
learning environment. It 
has also been proven that 
having a sense of uniform 
or dress code, can prevent 
issues in discipline, im-
prove attendance, as well as 
achievement. According to 
the National School Boards 
Association, 41% of schools 
responding to a survey used 
dress code policies as one 
strategy to address school 
violence. This study exam-
ined student handbooks 
for evidence that schools 
consider the dress code as 
one strategy to address the 
physical and psychological 
security of the school pop-

ulation.
     The American Associ-
ation of Family and Con-
sumer Sciences conducted 
an analysis that examined 
high school code of con-
ducts to determine if school 
administrators consider 
dress codes as a strategy to 
address the objective and 
mental security of students. 
After analyzing over 80 
online handbooks the re-
searchers discovered 84% of 
dress codes related to safety. 
     However, the dress code 
can be very restricting and 
sometimes seen as biased 
by the students. Another 
student that helped the 
change in policies, Lily 
Bates said “we understand 
why the dress code is what 
it is, but we wanted to make 
a change”. So last year, a 
group of female students 
and history teacher, Mrs. 
Dudley worked with the 
school board to adjust the 
dress code to being more 
relaxed. Shelby Glenn and 
Lilly Bates were a major 

help in the efforts to change 
the dress code. Rules were 
adjusted to allow leggings, 
rips on pants up to mid-
thigh, etc. 
     The change in dress code 
was received well, changes 
like leggings and the change 
in pant length allowed 
students the freedom to 

be comfortable while at 
school. While students 
would like a more relaxed 
dress code compromising 
with Administration and 
the School Board will work 
for now.

Overcrowded Class-
rooms Make Learning 

Difficult
By Addy Sylvester, Editor

     In the 2022-2023 school 
year, Northeast High 
School has reached its max 
of students in two out of 
the four grade levels. Both 
the freshmen and junior 
class has reached its limit 
of students.
     Northeast has gained 
around 200 students since 
the 2019-2020 school year. 
Northeast ended the 2021-
2022 school year with 
just over 1500 students. 
We began the 2022-2023 
school year, As of the date 
of publication, there are 
1758 students.
     Instances such as skip-
ping, and few behavioral 
problems have increased 
because of the number of 
students that have entered 
the school. Because more 
students want attention and 
act out to gain attention, 
behavior has become worse 
in some underclassmen 
classrooms.
     “Skipping is crazy. 
there’s always a ton of kids 
in the hallways, and always 
some during the periods,” 
Math teacher Stephani Bohl 
said.
     Many classes in the 
school are well over their 
usual amount. Some have 
anywhere from three to 
seven students over popula-
tion per class.
     “I’m supposed to have 
25 [students] in algebra 
and I have a class of 30 and 
27...it’s easier to teach a 
smaller group,” Bohl said.
     It’s been shown that 
it’s better for both the 
teacher’s experience and 
the student’s learning to 
have smaller numbers of 

students in one classroom. 
An expert from Fremont 
University describes those 
smaller classrooms with a 
population of 20 students or 
fewer results in more indi-
vidual attention, increased 
participation, and better 
communication between 
the instructor and students.
     Not only do students 
learn better in smaller 
classroom settings, but 
students also tend to be-
have better in smaller 
classrooms. Elisa Carbone 
explains that “Students 
behave in large
classes in ways they never 
would in small classes.”
     While some students 
came for academies or 
sports, some just came 
because they wanted to 
move schools. Transferring 
schools can mean a fresh 
start for students or even 
being in a new environ-
ment.
     “I transferred because 
my brother was transferring 
and I had to drive him to 
school,” Senior Savina Do 
said.
     Having more students 
come to Northeast has 
increased behavioral prob-
lems, such as skipping and 
disrespect. But because the 
district allows classrooms 
in core subjects and aver-
age of up to 30 students, 
while elective classrooms 
are not capped. Getting 
smaller classrooms is out 
of the picture. Northeast 
also has no more space in 
the campus to create small-
er classrooms with more 
teachers.

The Banning of Books in Florida and 
How It Affects Our

Education
By Lashell Roberts and Kaitlyn Early, Staff Writers

Florida Legislation has 
recently banned 204 books 
from school curriculums 
and seven school districts 
have adopted a strict stance 
in support of this ban. 
These books talk about 
subjects including racism, 
religion, LGBTQ+ repre-
sentation, sex education, 
and even mental health and 
teen struggles. 
      We interviewed both 
students and teachers to 
hear their perspectives on 
the state limits to what stu-
dents can be taught. 
     Mrs. Menne an AVID 
and history teacher said “I 
am against them, and I feel 
like it is detrimental to stu-
dents’ educations and their 
growth into being adults. 
It has a negative impact 
because it discourages us, 
it discourages you students 
from thinking freely and 
from having the ability to 
synthesize diverse informa-
tion and analyze different 
points of view. It censors 
your view of history”
     Mr. Havelka second-

ed the sentiment saying 
“Book bans in general are 
never a good idea because 
it prevents knowledge” 
Mr. H felt that the book 
bans “limits the knowl-
edge that’s out there for 
students.” He did say 
though that it is important 
to consider “the age ap-
propriateness of any of the 
material.” 
     Students’ seemed to 
agree for the most part 
when we asked about their 
awareness of this legisla-
tion. 
     Kyla Foor said, “This 
could have an impact on 
me because if we are in 
world history and we are 
learning about religion, and 
they can’t teach it to us we 
will just be clueless and sex 
ed is important to keep kids 
safe…Yes, this could im-
pact me later in life because 
if [I] don’t learn about 
certain things it’ll just be…
bleh”
     Jack Fenton agreed 
saying “I feel like this 
could affect my educa-

tion, because then I’ll feel 
uncultured. How To Kill a 
Mockingbird is a book that 
is affected by the bans. It 
has great themes in it that 
everyone should be able 
to read and experience for 
themselves” 
     Jasmine Lutz agreed 
that the limitations on 
certain books being taught 
in schools could negatively 
influence her education. 
“This could affect people 
later in life because peo-
ple will be uneducated 
and won’t understand the 
struggles that others have 
gone through. It could 
make them become narrow 
minded about the world.” 
     The push to have 
schools not include specific 
themes and subjects could 
be detrimental to student’s 
education. Both students 
and teachers believe that 
this is a bad idea and could 
have a negative impact on 
students today and later in 
their lives. 

Teacher Shortages
By: Calista Hull, Staff Writer

     A student is heading 
to the next class ready to 
learn, but there is paper 
sign on the door that reads, 
“REPORT TO THE CAFE-
TERIA”. Once the student 
sees this, they immediate-
ly know they will learn 
nothing for the full period. 
Instead they will sit in the 
cafe getting little done.    
     The purpose of school is 
to learn and when teachers 
are constantly out, students 
are unable to get that expe-
rience. Most classrooms are 
full - having more students 
than chairs in the room. A 
major question that many 
of us wonder is, how are 
we able to solve the issue 
of teacher shortage? 
     Raising teacher pay is 
an existing solution. This 
can increase the chances 
someone would want to 
become a teacher. For a 
position that carries such an 
impact, they need a higher 
pay than they are given. 
There has been an increase 
in teacher starter pay, but 
not the overall pay for all 

teachers.
Governor Ron DeSantis 
budgeted for salary increas-
es for new teachers. “The 
average starting salary 
for a teacher in Florida 
was $40,000 (26th in the 
nation), and with today’s 
funding, it will now be at 
least $47,000 (9th in the 
nation).” The starting pay 
was able to raise by $7,000 
in an attempt to find people 
to fill open positions as a 
teacher according to 
     Currently, when teach-
ers are out there are limited 
substitutes able to watch 
over class. The students 
most often get sent to the 
cafeteria to sit with multi-
ple other classes with no 
teacher. No work gets done. 
Either no assignments are 
given, or the students do 
not have access to electron-
ics where the work would 
be. Morgan Haggerty, said, 
“I don’t like going to the 
café when a teacher is out 
and from experience, noth-
ing productive gets done 
there.”

     Linking attendance or 
performance to teacher pay 
could be effective in keep-
ing teachers and getting 
new ones so students are 
able to learn. 
     In order to keep all the 
current experienced teach-
ers, they need to raise every 
teachers pay, not just start-
ing pay. It would be even 
more effective if the federal 
government were to take 
this information and at-
tempt at helping the raise of 
teacher pay for the whole 
country.
     Impacted student Sar-
ah Jairam states, “When a 
teacher is away, the stu-
dents don’t learn anything.” 
Students at school need 
teachers in order to com-
plete school.
     



The Big Three
By Jase Amaral, Staff Writer

     Most people in the Unit-
ed States of America, have 
celebrated at least one of 
these holidays, Christmas, 
Halloween, or Thanksgiv-
ing. Most of them have 
many questions about the 
holidays like where they 
originated, which one 
people celebrate more, and 
which one is the best out of 
all of them?
     Thanksgiving is a 
holiday that takes place 
on November 24th and is 
primarily celebrated by the 
United States but there are 
some other countries that 
celebrate it too. Thanksgiv-
ing originally started when 
the Plymouth colonists 
shared a feast with the local 
tribe, Wampanoag. Since 
then, the holiday was cele-
brated by many states and 
colonies, but it wasn’t until 
1863 that thanksgiving 
became an official holiday 
thanks to Abraham Lin-
coln. When asking Chase 
Harper why he ranked 
Thanksgiving last he said, 
“Thanksgiving hits the least 
between the rest of the holi-
days.” According to Chase, 
Thanksgiving doesn’t nec-

essarily have any cons, but 
the pros of the holiday get 
outshined by the other two. 
Nearly 91% of Americans 
celebrate thanksgiving ev-
ery year, with the majority 
staying at home to celebrate 
the holiday.
     Halloween happens ev-
ery year on the 31st of Oc-
tober is celebrated by some 
countries around the world 
with most not celebrating 
the holiday due to their 
religious beliefs. While it 
isn’t exactly clear when 
or how Halloween started, 
it is widely believed that 
it originated from ancient 
Celtic festivals where 
people would dress up to 
ward off ghosts. 9th grade 
student, Devan Moore who 
ranked Halloween last on 
his list stated that “Hal-
loween has fallen off since 
Covid.” Since the holiday 
is the most social between 
the three Covid has caused 
it to experience a decline 
in participation. Halloween 
still isn’t an official holiday 
even though it is widely 
celebrated in the U.S. It 
is estimated that 70% of 
Americans celebrate Hal-

loween in some sort of way 
by leaving out candy or 
hosting or going to parties.
     Christmas takes place 
on the 25th of December 
every year and is celebrated 
by many countries around 
the world. There’s no exact 
date when it first started, 
but the first recorded date 
was AD 336. What most 
people will say is that 
Christmas celebrates the 
birthday of Jesus, but its 
first celebrations 
done by the Romans was 
worshipping the Sun God. 
Student Armando Garner 
who had Christmas 1st on 
his list said, “Christmas is 
something you’ll look for-
ward to for the whole year.” 
To this student and many 
others Christmas is the 
holiday with the most hype 
behind it because it comes 
with a 2 week break from 
school and gifts that kids 
may have wanted all year. 
According to a report taken 
in 2019, 93% of Americans 
celebrate Christmas every 
year with a percentage of 
them celebrating till the 5th 
of January.
     Now, when it comes to 

popularity around the world 
Thanksgiving is in last 
place by far with only a few 
countries celebrating it and 
Christmas is in first place 
with almost every country 
in the world celebrating it. 
This changes if we are just 
going by the United States 
then Thanksgiving would 
be 2nd place with 91% of 
people celebrating it, and 
Halloween in last with only 
70% of people celebrating 
it. Instead of measuring the 
numbers let us compare; 
The holiday with the most 
detailed and informative 
origin is Thanksgiving as 
its first celebration is doc-
umented and has an exact 
date with the other 
holidays not having any 
documentations of their 
first celebration. Secondly, 
if it comes down to popu-
larity contests Thanksgiv-
ing would win with 81% 
of Americans voting for it, 
Christmas in 2nd with 77%, 
and Halloween with 65% of 
Americans voting for it in 
a popularity contest. While, 
that survey is valid I think 
it would be fair to conduct 
a local one on campus. 

When asking Northeast stu-
dents how’d they rank the 
holidays Christmas had the 
most votes for the best hol-
iday for the reasons of pres-
ents, family, and parties. 
Then, Thanksgiving came 
in 2nd because of family 
and food. Finally, we have 
Halloween which came 
in last with the majority 
of people disliking it due 
to it being the least hype, 
boring, and unrewarding. 
When putting everything 
together it is revealed that 
Christmas would be the 
best holiday out of the 3 
due to it being the most 
widely celebrated, and the 
most popular among the 
local community. Then, we 
have Thanksgiving coming 
in 2nd due to it being the 
2nd most celebrated and 
the most popular in the 
United States. Finally, we 
have Halloween coming in 
last with the least amount 
of people celebrating it 
and being the least popular 
among the local community 
and general community.

Band of Brothers
The Northeast High Boys 
Basketball team tipped 
off against the Pinellas 
Park Patriots on Monday, 
De-cember 6th on their 
home court. Not only did 
both JV and Varsity win 
theit games, but they won 
the hearts of the crowd as 
well. 
     Students, teachers, and 
families who attended the 
game were introduced to 
the new coaching staff 
through the actions and 
attitudes of their players. 
Head Varsity Coach Jason 
“Jay” Murray, formerly the 
JV coach, moved into the 
position at the end of last 
season leaving the JV Head 
Coach spot to be filled by 
Haron “Duke” Sharrod. 
Duke is a NEHI grad and a 
former player for The East. 
They both had big shoes 
to fill with the departure of 
Coach Tyler Baynard wo 
helped to form the reputa-
tion of the team into what it 
is now. 
     This legacy of coaching 
has grown a team of young 
men who have developed 
impressive communi-cation 
skills and who’s supportive 

of each other is easy to see.  
As the JV team ran down 
the court, they called out to 
each other, not just plays 
but also cheers for shots 
made or missed. 
     The JV team is anchored 
by sophomore PG/SG Noah 
Rodriquez, a multi-sport 
athlete. Noah is a leader 
who puts teammates before 
himself. He is also hard 
working off the court lead-
ing the team in GPA. He is 
a sharpshooter outside the 
3 point line. In the game 
against the Patriots, he was 
assisted by standout play-
ers Julian Soria and Jaiel 
Soto. The team plays a fast 
paced, up-tempo, full court 
press and pass the ball un-
selfishly while hyping each 
other’s shots.
     The Varsity team is just 
as skilled with Captains DJ 
Evans and De’Angelo Ow-
ens at the helm. SF/ SG Ev-
ans drove to the rim scoring 
12 points to tie with Arma-
ni Walker for most points 
scored. Followed by LJ 
Ruiz with 10 points. Owens 
fans oo’ed and ah’ed at his 
multiple dunks.  
     But ths star of many 

basketball games is utility 
player James “Big Coun-
try” Brooks. James took 
the court at two minutes to 
the half and his teammates 
set him up to shoot from 
the outside. With the crowd 
chanting his name, Brooks 
sent one sailing at the buzz-
er to sink for three. 
     James joined the team 
under Coach Baynard 
who’s self-defined role as a 
coach was to create a more 
inclusive environment. “It’s 
just something that is miss-

ing in the world. It’s catch-
ing up out there, but in here 
I want students to know 
that no matter their dif-
ferences in the classroom, 
they are just as able on the 
court.” Coach Baynard’s 
desire to be the change is 
continued under Coach Jay. 
     In James’ words “it 
feels great to be part of the 
team. Amazing. It takes 
time, hard work. I’m out 
there every day practicing.” 
James is looking forward 
to continuing his basketball 

career for the Vikings as a 
senior next year. 
     Sophomore Guard LJ 
Ruiz is proud to be a part of 
the team. “It feels great to 
be a part of something that 
matters.” 
     Win or lose on the court, 
the NEHI basketball pro-
gram as a whole is defi-
nitely making changes that 
influence school culture.


