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October 13, 2025 
Murray PTO Meeting 
6:00pm – 7:15pm 
 
October 16-17, 2025 
No School – State-wide Teacher 
Meetings 
 
October 20, 2025 
Portillo’s Fundraiser 
5:00pm – 8:00pm 
 
October 23, 2025 
Family/Teacher Conferences 
4:00pm – 7:00pm 
 
October 29, 2025 
Picture Retakes 
 
November 3, 2025 
Murray PACT Meeting 
5:00pm – 6:30pm 
 
November 6, 2025 
End of First Quarter 
 
November 7, 2025 
No School for Students – Professional 
Day 
 
November 13, 2025 
Murray PTO Meeting 
6:00pm – 7:15pm 
 
November 17, 2025 
Famous Dave’s Fundraiser 
12:00pm – 8:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

October 10, 2025 | Volume #3 

The mind is not a vessel to be filled but a fire to be kindled.  Greek Philosopher 
Plutarch 

 
Extended Day Learning is about to launch.  We need more students to register!  The 
number of classes we can offer and transportation are all dependent on how many 
students we have enrolled for this program.  We HIGHLY encourage all families to 
consider taking advantage of this wonderful enrichment opportunity.  The program 
begins on 10/21 and runs from 3PM-5PM on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  A snack is 
provided and awesome classes await!  The classes that are currently available for 
students are the following -  

1. Dungeons and Dragons (D&D) Board Games 
2. Theater Appreciation/Murray Spring Musical (Get ready to take the stage!) 
3. Theater Stage Production/Murray Crew Crew (Help bring the spring musical to 

life!) 
4. Lego League - Build and program robots to compete against other schools! 
5. First Tech Challenge (FTC) - Be an engineer and design, build and code robots 

to accomplish missions. 
6. Debate - Use your skills with communication and debating to compete with a 

team against other schools with engaging topics! 
7. Knitting - Learn a craft and leave with masterpieces that you have created! 
8. History Day - Take historical research and possibly your History Day Project to 

the next level! 
9. Latino Roots - A Spanish speaking course learning about entrepreneurship, 

career success and resources for Latinos in the United States. 
 
Please see the following pages of this newsletter for more information about registration 
and the courses being offered.  If you are a student athlete, go ahead and sign up 
anyways!  We will work to have spots reserved for you when your sports season 
concludes.  If you have questions, please contact Ms. Lise Ciancio, our EDL site 
coordinator at lise.Ciancio@spps.org.  
 

Celebrations: 
#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Atchison would like to celebrate Elijah Bailey. Since the 
first day of school, Elijah has been a leader in my classroom! He frequently shares out 
his ideas, volunteers to read, and helps his classmates. I appreciate all of the work he is 
putting into American Studies! 
#Pilotprops of the week! Mr. Klemme would like to celebrate Ramona Faricy. Ramona 
is showing great understanding of the skills in math class and has done an excellent job 
adapting to middle school. Her positive attitude and hard work show up in everything 
she does. 
#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Atkinson would like to celebrate Da’Vion Shaffer. Da’Vion 
has been focused, thorough, and a leader in 8th grade science so far this school year. I 
appreciate him helping new students to Murray by being a WEB Leader and making 
sure they are introduced to the community! 

 
Your Co-Pilot, 
 

Jamin McKenzie 

Principal, Murray Middle School 

 

mailto:lise.Ciancio@spps.org
https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click


  

 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 
 

 

Eighth Grade 
 

Science with Ms. Dooley and Ms. 
Atkinson: 
The students have just completed 
their mid-unit assessments for the 
Contact Forces unit.  We are looking 
at different factors that affect whether 
something breaks when it collides 
with another thing.  We've been 
doing a lot of crashing things 
together and are learning how to 
measure peak forces.  The second 
half of the unit will focus on how to 
prevent things from breaking when 
they collide. 
 

Pink Out 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixth Grade 
 

English Language Arts with Ms. 
Williams: 
Sixth-grade students are digging into 
character analysis with our Deep 
Study of Character unit in Readers 
Workshop. Please feel free to reach 
out to your student about the book 
they are reading.  
 
In the Writers Workshop, students 
are creating argument essays in an 
Essay Boot Camp unit, designed to 
equip them with the tools needed to 
write an essay. 
 

Seventh Grade 
 

Science with Ms. Dooley and Mr. 
Altringer: 
The students are learning about 
Chemical Reactions.  They have 
discovered the specific substances 
that make bath bombs fizz in water 
and are now doing investigations to 
see which gas is coming off.  There 
are a lot of hands-on labs where we 
collect data to support our claims. 
 
The classes all had the chance to 
visit Belwin Outdoor Learning center 
recently to study water quality and 
what invertebrates live in different 
healthy waters.  We are doing this in 
preparation for the arrival of this 
year's Trout in the Classroom eggs.  
We will receive a few hundred eggs 
next month and will observe the eggs 
as they hatch and develop into trout 
that are large enough to release.  In 
May, we'll do a whole-grade field trip 
day to release the trout and do 
several related outdoor activities. 
 
 
 
 

 

Hello Murray Families, 
 
I am working with Murray PTO to 
help provide some love, in the 
form of food and treats, to 
teachers and staff during 
conferences this year. Please 
consider donating any amount 
towards this effort. Cash and 
check donations can be given to 
Stefanie Folkema in the main 
office. To make things really 
easy, feel free to send Venmo 
donations @Anita-Severt (last 
four of phone number 4824) with 
“Murray PTO” in comment line. 
All money raised will go towards 
meals and treats for teachers and 
staff. Any remaining funds will be 
donated to Murray PTO. Thank 
you for joining me in this teacher 
appreciation effort. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anita Severt 
(6th grade family) 
 
PS- conferences are right around 
the corner, in early October. 
Please send in donations ASAP. 

 



  

Staff Spotlight 

 
 
Hello Murray Community! 
 
My name is Justine Revermann, and I am 
one of the school counselors at Murray 
Middle School. I am very excited to be 
returning to the Murray team and 
community for my 5th year as a school 
counselor here! As one of the counselors 
at Murray, I primarily support students with 
last names A-L. I work to support all 
Murray students in social/emotional areas, 
academics, and future planning. Students 
will see me in groups, individually, or in 
classroom/large group lessons. 
 
I graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin-Stout with my master’s degree 
and license in School Counseling. Prior to 
that, I attended the College of Saint 
Benedict and Saint John’s University 
where I earned my bachelor’s degree in 
Psychology while also studying Exercise 
Science and Sport Studies.  
 
When I am not at school, I enjoy spending 
time with my friends and family. I have ten 
nieces and nephews that keep me busy 
and very entertained. I also enjoy traveling, 
with my favorite place I’ve traveled being 
Italy. I love sports, mostly volleyball and 
basketball, and am a resilient and loyal 
Minnesota sports fan! I’ve also recently got 
back into reading, and have been trying my 
best at home improvement and 
maintenance projects! 
 
I can be reached at 
justine.revermann@spps.org or 651-744-
7130 (text or call both work on this 
number). The Murray counseling web page 
is: https://murray.spps.org/student-
info/counselors 
 
I am very proud to be a part of Murray 
Middle School and look forward to 
continuing to work as a part of this 
community. Go Pilots! 

 

 
 

 
 

Staff Spotlight 

 
 
Hello Murray Families! 
 
My name is Lisa Engelstad and I am 
a School Counselor at Murray. This 
is my 9th year at Murray Middle 
School. For the most part, I work 
with students with the last names M-
Z, Grades 6-8. As a School 
Counseling Department, we work 
with students on a variety of needs 
ranging from social-emotional, 
personal learning plans (career 
preparation, goal setting), 
academics, and student support. 
Part of supporting students includes 
working with them in classrooms 
teaching lessons, meeting with 
students in small groups and working 
with students individually. 
 
I graduated from University of 
Wisconsin River Falls with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology 
and a Masters in School Counseling. 
 
In my time outside of school, I enjoy 
spending time with my family, 
walking, reading, and spending time 
with my dog. 
 
Please do not hesitate to call me at 
651-705-4522 or email me at 
lisa.engelstad@spps.org. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Attendance 
 
Student absences/tardies may be 
submitted through the parent 
campus, emailed or phoned into the 
attendance line: 
murrayattendance@spps.org 
651-744-5223  
Please state the student’s name, 
grade, date and the reason for the 
absence/tardy. 
 
Email or call each day the student is 
absent. If a phone call is made by a 
parent or legal guardian, then no 
written note is required as follow-up. 
You may also send a note with your 
child to bring to the office explaining 
their absence if you are not able to 
call. 
 
If your child needs to leave early for 
an appointment, send a note with 
your child to bring to the office that 
morning. They will then receive a 
pass to leave and be able to meet 
you in the office at the appointed 
time. A parent or legal guardian must 
come in to the office to sign the 
student out. 
 
Please remember if your child will be 
out for an extended period of time 
due to a family event, have your child 
come to the office for an ‘application 
for special leave”. 
 

Extended Day Learning 
 

Murray EDL Registration Form 
 

EDL Cooking Class 
 

EDL would love to start a cooking 
class if anyone is interested in 
helping. 
Donor's Choose link for Murray EDL 
Cooking class 

 
Picture Day 

 
School Pictures are Ready! 
 
View and order at 
https://shop.jostenspix.com/login 
 

• MURRAY MIDDLE SCHOOL 

• Event Code: FE33325 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:justine.revermann@spps.org
mailto:murrayattendance@spps.org
https://forms.gle/tEaeuuqX4nXZPutWA
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/whisk-it-up-help-our-students-learn-to/9746719/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=sendFriend&utm_campaign=tpc_complete&utm_term=teacher_10274193&rf=sendFriend-dc-2025-09-tpc_complete-teacher_10274193&challengeid=22559478
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/whisk-it-up-help-our-students-learn-to/9746719/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=sendFriend&utm_campaign=tpc_complete&utm_term=teacher_10274193&rf=sendFriend-dc-2025-09-tpc_complete-teacher_10274193&challengeid=22559478
https://shop.jostenspix.com/login


  

Counselor Corner & Mental Health Corner 
 

Here at Murray Middle School, we have 2 school counselors: 

• Ms. Justine Revermann - justine.revermann@spps.org – 651-243-4663 ext. 744052: Student last names A-L 

• Ms. Lisa Engelstad – lisa.engelstad@spps.org – 651-243-4663 ext. 745675: Student last names M-Z 

 
We also have 2 social workers: 

• Mr. Noah McGurran Hanson - noah.mcgurran-hanson@spps.org - 651-243-4663 ext. 742006 

• Ms. Jessie Phillips - jessie.phillips@spps.org - 651-243-4663 ext. 742394 

 
Lastly, we have two school-based mental health therapists, Ms. Sarah Beam and Ms. Rachel Howard. Sarah works with us 

through our partnership with ChangeInc and Rachel works with us through LifeStance. Sarah is at Murray every day, and 

Rachel is at Murray most days. Their offices are in our main office, and they do their therapy sessions during the school day in 

the school! Please connect with a Murray counselor or social worker to put in a referral for your child to work with Sarah or 

Rachel, or to talk more about therapeutic options. 

 

 

 

 
Today, October 10th, is World Mental Health Day. It is so important to remember that there are adults for your middle 
schoolers to talk to at school about mental health. At Murray, we have School Counselors, School Social Workers and School-
Based Therapists (a referral would need to be filled out for meeting with a School-Based Therapist). Please reach out to 
School Counselors and/or School Social Workers to determine if the next step should be a referral to a School-Based 
Therapist. Students have also been taught about filling out the QR code to speak with a School Counselor if they need 
support.  
 

The month of October is Bullying Prevention Month, sponsored by Pacer’s National Bullying Prevention Center. While every 
day is a day to prevent bullying and there are classroom lessons about Bullying Prevention, the month of October creates even 
more awareness around the topic of bullying. October 22nd of this year is Unity Day, a day where adults and students can 
wear orange to advocate for bullying to stop. Pacer’s message is that kindness, acceptance and inclusion can help to stop 
bullying. For more information, visit: https://www.pacer.org/bullying/nbpm/unity-day/  
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[ENGLISH] 

PARENT’S RIGHT TO KNOW TEACHER AND PARAPROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 
Under the Every Student Succeeds Act, parents have the right to request information regarding the professional 
qualifications of their student’s classroom teachers and paraprofessionals. Parents who would like to receive this 
information should write to the Human Resource Department, Attn: ESSA Teacher Qualifications, Saint Paul Public 
Schools, 360 Colborne Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102-3299.  You have the right to ask for the following information about 
each of your child’s classroom teacher(s). 

▪ Information about whether the teacher has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and 
subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction; 

▪ Information about whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which state 
qualification or licensing criteria have been waived; 

▪ Information about whether the teacher is teaching (subjects or content) in which proper certification is held by the 
teacher. 

▪ Information about whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications. 

  
  
[HMONG] 

NIAM TXIV MUAJ CAI PAUB TXOG COV XIB FWB QHIA NTAWV 
Raws li txoj cai Every Student Succeeds Act, cov niam txiv muaj cai nug kom paub txog cov xib fwb qhia ntawv uas qhia 
ntawv rau lawv tus me nyuam thiab cov neeg uas pab tus xib fwb qhia ntawv seb lawv txawj thiab kawm ntawv siab npaum 
li cas.  Cov niam txiv uas xav paub txog tej li hais no muaj peev xwm sau tau ntawv mus rau Human Resource department, 
Attn: ESSA Teacher Qualifications, Saint Paul Public Schools, 360 Colborne Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102-3299. Nej muaj 
cai nug txog cov nram qab no ntsig txog nej tus me nyuam tus xib fwb qhia ntawv. 

▪ Kev qhia seb tus xib fwb txawj npaum li cas thiab puas muaj lai xee qhia ntawv raws li lub xeev txoj cai los qhia qib 
ntawv ntawd thiab qhia yam uas nws qhia. 

▪ Kev qhia seb puas yog tus xib fwb ntawd los qhia rau lub caij maj ceev es thiaj li tsis tag txawj txawj thiab muaj lai 
xee raws li lub xeev txoj cai los tau. 

▪ Kev qhia seb tus xib fwb puas qhia yam uas nws muaj ntawv pov thawj los qhia. 
▪ Kev qhia seb tus me nyuam puas tau txais kev pab los ntawm cov pab tus xib fwb (paraprofessional). Yog tau no 

lawv txawj thiab kawm ntawv siab li cas. 

  
  
[SOMALI] 

Xuquuqda ay Waalidku u leeyihiin inay Ogaadaan Macluumaadka Macallimiinta iyo Shaqaalaha Kale 
Sida uu qabo qaanuunka loo yaqaanno "Every Student Succeeds Act" oo micne ahaan ah “Qaanuunka Guusha Arday 
Walba”, waalidiintu waxay xaq u leeyihiin inay codsan karaan macluumaad ku saabsan xirfadda macallimiinta iyo 
shaqaalaha kale ee carruurtooda wax bara. Waalidiinta raba inay helaan macluumaadkan, qoraal ha u soo diraan qaybta 
shaqaalaynta mas'uulka ka ah oo la dhaho Human Resource Department. Codsigaaga halkan ku soo hagaaji: Attn: ESSA 
Teacehr Qualifications, Saint Paul Public Schools, 360 Colborne Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102-3299. Waxaad xaq u 
leedahay inaad codsato macluumaadkan hoose ee ku saabsan macallimiinta ilmahaaga wax bara: 

▪ In macallinka ama macallimaddu buuxiyeen shuruudaha maadada iyo fasalka ay dhigayaan la xiriira ee uu gobolku 
ka rabo islamrkaana khibrad u leeyihiin maadada ay barayaan. 

▪ In macallinka ama macallimaddu haystaan oggolaansho ku meel gaar ah inta ay soo buuxinayaan shuruudihii laga 
rabay ee dhinaca wax barista iyo in laga qaaday ama laga fasaxay shuruudahaas hadda. 

▪ In macallinka ama macallimaddu ay barayaan maaddooyinka ay u haystaan shatiga islamarkaana takhasuska u 
leeyihiin. 

▪ In uu ilmahaagu helo kaalmada macallin-kalkaaliye, iyo weliba nooca waxbarashada kalkaaliyahaas. 

 



  

 [SPANISH] 

LOS PADRES TIENEN DERECHO A CONOCER LAS CALIFICACIONES DE MAESTROS Y 
PARAPROFESIONALES 
Bajo el acta Cada Estudiante Triunfa, los padres tienen derecho a solicitar información sobre las credenciales 
profesionales de los maestros del salón de su niño y paraprofesionales. Los padres que deseen recibir esta información 
deben escribir al Departamento de Recursos Humanos (Human Resources Department), Attn: ESSA Teacher 
Qualifications, Saint Paul Public Schools, 360 Colborne Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102-3299. Usted tiene derecho a 
preguntar la siguiente información de cada uno de(los) maestro(s) del salón de su niño: 

▪ Información sobre si el maestro cumple con las credenciales y licencias del estado para los grados y asignaturas 
que enseña; 

▪ Información sobre si el maestro está enseñando con una licencia de emergencia o provisional, por la que el estado 
lo ha eximido de los requerimientos de credenciales o criterios para obtener la licencia. 

▪ Información sobre si el maestro está enseñando (asignaturas o contenido) en la cual tiene una certificación 
apropiada. 

▪ Información sobre si el niño recibe servicios de paraprofesionales, y si sus calificaciones. 

  

  
[KAREN] 

 
 



  

 



  

 



  

 


