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UPCOMING EVENTS >>>
October 13, 2025

Murray PTO Meeting
6:00pm — 7:15pm

October 16-17, 2025
No School — State-wide Teacher
Meetings

October 20, 2025
Portillo’s Fundraiser
5:00pm — 8:00pm

October 23, 2025
Family/Teacher Conferences
4:00pm — 7:00pm

October 29, 2025
Picture Retakes

November 3, 2025
Murray PACT Meeting
5:00pm — 6:30pm

November 6, 2025
End of First Quarter

November 7, 2025
No School for Students — Professional
Day

November 13, 2025
Murray PTO Meeting
6:00pm — 7:15pm

November 17, 2025
Famous Dave’s Fundraiser
12:00pm — 8:00pm

The mind is not a vessel to be filled but a fire to be kindled. Greek Philosopher
Plutarch

Extended Day Learning is about to launch. We need more students to register! The
number of classes we can offer and transportation are all dependent on how many
students we have enrolled for this program. We HIGHLY encourage all families to
consider taking advantage of this wonderful enrichment opportunity. The program
begins on 10/21 and runs from 3PM-5PM on Tuesdays and Thursdays. A snhack is
provided and awesome classes await! The classes that are currently available for
students are the following -
1. Dungeons and Dragons (D&D) Board Games
2. Theater Appreciation/Murray Spring Musical (Get ready to take the stage!)
3. Theater Stage Production/Murray Crew Crew (Help bring the spring musical to
life!)
4. Lego League - Build and program robots to compete against other schools!
5. First Tech Challenge (FTC) - Be an engineer and design, build and code robots
to accomplish missions.
6. Debate - Use your skills with communication and debating to compete with a
team against other schools with engaging topics!
7. Knitting - Learn a craft and leave with masterpieces that you have created!
8. History Day - Take historical research and possibly your History Day Project to
the next level!
9. Latino Roots - A Spanish speaking course learning about entrepreneurship,
career success and resources for Latinos in the United States.

Please see the following pages of this newsletter for more information about registration
and the courses being offered. If you are a student athlete, go ahead and sign up
anyways! We will work to have spots reserved for you when your sports season
concludes. If you have questions, please contact Ms. Lise Ciancio, our EDL site
coordinator at lise.Ciancio@spps.org.

Celebrations:

#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Atchison would like to celebrate Elijah Bailey. Since the
first day of school, Elijah has been a leader in my classroom! He frequently shares out
his ideas, volunteers to read, and helps his classmates. | appreciate all of the work he is
putting into American Studies!

#Pilotprops of the week! Mr. Klemme would like to celebrate Ramona Faricy. Ramona
is showing great understanding of the skills in math class and has done an excellent job
adapting to middle school. Her positive attitude and hard work show up in everything
she does.

#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Atkinson would like to celebrate Da’Vion Shaffer. Da’Vion
has been focused, thorough, and a leader in 8t grade science so far this school year. |
appreciate him helping new students to Murray by being a WEB Leader and making
sure they are introduced to the community!

Your Co-Pilot,

Jamin McKenzie
Principal, Murray Middle School
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EDL Class Offerings for the 25/26 School Year

Dungeons and Dragons (D&D)/Board Games
Open to all grade levels

Welcome to Dungeons & Dragons & Board Gamesl! In this class we'll be playing the
classic tabletop roleplaying game and learning all about storytelling while we do it.
Create characters, experience action and magic, and collaboratively craft epic stories all
our own. We'll also explore other board and card game s beyond the fantasy realm if
students are interested - come join the adventure!

Theater Appreciation/Murray Spring Musical
Open to all grade levels

Do you dreamn of being an actor? Are you interested in kearning the craft of performing
on stage, understanding how the theaterwerks or learning how to critique and love the
theater? Then come join us in theaterappreciation and prepare for auditioning for the
Murray Spring Musicall In this cla ss we will explore how fo read scripts, understand
stage directions and explore how fo choose monologues and readings to best hig hlight
vour skillsduring auditions. |n Movembe/December we will startauditioning for the
show and rehearsing for our musical performances in March!

Stage Production/ Murray Crew Crew
Open to all grade levels (there isan application process for this dass)

Do you like to create different world s, but you den't want to be on stage in front of an
audience? Then Murray Crew Crew and stage production may be what you are looking
for! In this class we will explore how to design, build, and decorate the stage and props
for the Murray Musical. Thiz isa great opportunity to learn a variety of skills that you will
use over your lifetime. We will start creating the setamd props for the musical in January
and help backstage during the performances in March. Application forms can be found
outside of room 2109,




Lego League
Open to all grade levels

Learn how to build and pregram your own Lego robotl Compete with other schools to
see who has the best invention! Lego League team members will be sslected by the
teachers after the first couple weeks of clhss.

First Tech Challenge (FTC)
Open to 7th and 8th grade anly

FIRST Tech Challenge students learn to think like engineers. Teamsdesign, build, and
code robots to compete inan alliance formatagainst other teams. Robots are built from
a reusable platform, powered by Android technology, and can be coded using a variety
of levels of Java-based programming.

Debate
Open to all grade levels

Do you like to prove your point? Do you like to ressarch and compete? Then debate is
the place for youl! Join our very successful Murray Debate team. The skills of creating a
claim and counterclim, providing evidence, supporting Your responsasand writing out
your argurnent are all skills that will help You in school but are done ina fun manner!

Knitting
Open fo all grade levels

Do you want to learn the eraft of knitting or dive into explering the events that
have shaped our world? Then this class is for youl Knitting is the exploration of
math to create masterpieces,




History Day

Open to all grade levels (will not start until the second semester)

Histery Day provides support in writing and presenting research on the topic for
the year, Murray has a streng and rebust History Day traditien with many of our
students moving orto lecal, regional, state competitions and beyond, Discover how
past events impact us even today,

Latino Roots
Open to all grade levels

Come to this class ready to speak Spanish, this EDL course will be in Spanish for
our Spanish speaking studerts, We will be learning abeut entrepreneurship,
resources for Latinos inthe WS, how to be successful in education as a US student,
and community building.

Ms, Maria is excited about working with youl







Sixth Grade

English Language Arts with Ms.
Williams:

Sixth-grade students are digging into
character analysis with our Deep
Study of Character unit in Readers
Workshop. Please feel free to reach
out to your student about the book
they are reading.

In the Writers Workshop, students
are creating argument essays in an
Essay Boot Camp unit, designed to
equip them with the tools needed to
write an essay.

Seventh Grade

Science with Ms. Dooley and Mr.
Altringer:

The students are learning about
Chemical Reactions. They have
discovered the specific substances
that make bath bombs fizz in water
and are now doing investigations to
see which gas is coming off. There
are a lot of hands-on labs where we
collect data to support our claims.

The classes all had the chance to
visit Belwin Outdoor Learning center
recently to study water quality and
what invertebrates live in different
healthy waters. We are doing this in
preparation for the arrival of this
year's Trout in the Classroom eggs.
We will receive a few hundred eggs
next month and will observe the eggs
as they hatch and develop into trout
that are large enough to release. In
May, we'll do a whole-grade field trip
day to release the trout and do
several related outdoor activities.

Eighth Grade

Science with Ms. Dooley and Ms.
Atkinson:

The students have just completed
their mid-unit assessments for the
Contact Forces unit. We are looking
at different factors that affect whether
something breaks when it collides
with another thing. We've been
doing a lot of crashing things
together and are learning how to
measure peak forces. The second
half of the unit will focus on how to
prevent things from breaking when
they collide.

Pink Out

Hello Murray Families,

| am working with Murray PTO to
help provide some love, in the
form of food and treats, to
teachers and staff during
conferences this year. Please
consider donating any amount
towards this effort. Cash and
check donations can be given to
Stefanie Folkema in the main
office. To make things really
easy, feel free to send Venmo
donations @Anita-Severt (last
four of phone number 4824) with
“Murray PTO” in comment line.
All money raised will go towards
meals and treats for teachers and
staff. Any remaining funds will be
donated to Murray PTO. Thank
you for joining me in this teacher
appreciation effort.

Sincerely,

Anita Severt
(6t grade family)

PS- conferences are right around
the corner, in early October.
Please send in donations ASAP.




Staff Spotlight

Hello Murray Families!

My name is Lisa Engelstad and | am
a School Counselor at Murray. This
is my 9" year at Murray Middle
School. For the most part, | work
with students with the last names M-
Z, Grades 6-8. As a School
Counseling Department, we work
with students on a variety of needs
ranging  from social-emotional,
personal learning plans (career
preparation, goal setting),
academics, and student support.
Part of supporting students includes
working with them in classrooms
teaching lessons, meeting with
students in small groups and working
with students individually.

| graduated from University of
Wisconsin  River Falls with a
Bachelor's Degree in Psychology
and a Masters in School Counseling.

In my time outside of school, | enjoy
spending time with my family,
walking, reading, and spending time
with my dog.

Please do not hesitate to call me at
651-705-4522 or email me at
lisa.engelstad@spps.org.

Attendance

Student absences/tardies may be
submitted  through the parent
campus, emailed or phoned into the
attendance line:

murrayattendance @spps.org
651-744-5223

Please state the student’s name,
grade, date and the reason for the
absence/tardy.

Email or call each day the student is
absent. If a phone call is made by a
parent or legal guardian, then no
written note is required as follow-up.
You may also send a note with your
child to bring to the office explaining
their absence if you are not able to
call.

If your child needs to leave early for
an appointment, send a note with
your child to bring to the office that
morning. They will then receive a
pass to leave and be able to meet
you in the office at the appointed
time. A parent or legal guardian must
come in to the office to sign the
student out.

Please remember if your child will be
out for an extended period of time
due to a family event, have your child
come to the office for an ‘application
for special leave”.

Extended Day Learning

Murray EDL Registration Form

EDL Cooking Class

EDL would love to start a cooking
class if anyone is interested in
helping.

Donor's Choose link for Murray EDL
Cooking class

Picture Day

School Pictures are Ready!

View and order at
https://shop.jostenspix.com/login

¢ MURRAY MIDDLE SCHOOL
e Event Code: FE33325

Staff Spotlight

Hello Murray Community!

My name is Justine Revermann, and | am
one of the school counselors at Murray
Middle School. | am very excited to be
returning to the Murray team and
community for my 5th year as a school
counselor here! As one of the counselors
at Murray, | primarily support students with
last names A-L. | work to support all
Murray students in social/emotional areas,
academics, and future planning. Students
will see me in groups, individually, or in
classroom/large group lessons.

| graduated from the University of
Wisconsin-Stout with my master's degree
and license in School Counseling. Prior to
that, | attended the College of Saint
Benedict and Saint John’s University
where | earned my bachelor's degree in
Psychology while also studying Exercise
Science and Sport Studies.

When | am not at school, | enjoy spending
time with my friends and family. | have ten
nieces and nephews that keep me busy
and very entertained. | also enjoy traveling,
with my favorite place I've traveled being
Italy. | love sports, mostly volleyball and
basketball, and am a resilient and loyal
Minnesota sports fan! I've also recently got
back into reading, and have been trying my
best at home improvement and
maintenance projects!

| can be reached at
justine.revermann@spps.org or 651-744-
7130 (text or call both work on this
number). The Murray counseling web page
is: https://murray.spps.org/student-
info/counselors

| am very proud to be a part of Murray
Middle School and look forward to
continuing to work as a part of this
community. Go Pilots!
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Counselor Corner & Mental Health Corner

Here at Murray Middle School, we have 2 school counselors:
e Ms. Justine Revermann - justine.revermann@spps.org — 651-243-4663 ext. 744052: Student last names A-L
e Ms. Lisa Engelstad — lisa.engelstad@spps.org — 651-243-4663 ext. 745675: Student last names M-Z

We also have 2 social workers:
e Mr. Noah McGurran Hanson - noah.mcgurran-hanson(@spps.org - 651-243-4663 ext. 742006
e Ms. Jessie Phillips - jessie.phillips@spps.org - 651-243-4663 ext. 742394

Lastly, we have two school-based mental health therapists, Ms. Sarah Beam and Ms. Rachel Howard. Sarah works with us
through our partnership with Changelnc and Rachel works with us through LifeStance. Sarah is at Murray every day, and
Rachel is at Murray most days. Their offices are in our main office, and they do their therapy sessions during the school day in
the school! Please connect with a Murray counselor or social worker to put in a referral for your child to work with Sarah or
Rachel, or to talk more about therapeutic options.

Today, October 10th, is World Mental Health Day. It is so important to remember that there are adults for your middle
schoolers to talk to at school about mental health. At Murray, we have School Counselors, School Social Workers and School-
Based Therapists (a referral would need to be filled out for meeting with a School-Based Therapist). Please reach out to
School Counselors and/or School Social Workers to determine if the next step should be a referral to a School-Based
Therapist. Students have also been taught about filling out the QR code to speak with a School Counselor if they need
support.

The month of October is Bullying Prevention Month, sponsored by Pacer’s National Bullying Prevention Center. While every
day is a day to prevent bullying and there are classroom lessons about Bullying Prevention, the month of October creates even
more awareness around the topic of bullying. October 22nd of this year is Unity Day, a day where adults and students can
wear orange to advocate for bullying to stop. Pacer’s message is that kindness, acceptance and inclusion can help to stop
bullying. For more information, visit: https://www.pacer.org/bullying/nbpm/unity-day/
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ber 4, 2025 INVEST IN OUR COMMUNITY.

Paniic enescs

Saint Paul Public Schools’ mission is to inspire students to think
critically, pursue their dreams and change the world. To continue
providing high-quality education for our 33,000+ students,
we are asking the community to vote on an operating levy on
November 4, 2025. If passed, this funding will help protect our
challenging and engaging academic programs so every student
can access the opportunities they deserve.

Learn more at
spps.org/vote

Tiv thaiv lawv lub neej tom ntej. Ngis peev rau hauv peb lub zej zos.

Xees Phos Tsoom Fwv Tsev Kawm Ntawv txoj hauj lwm yog txhawb cov tub nixhais
kawm ntawv kom muaj lub laj lim tswv yim xav tob, raws lawv zaj npau suav thiab hloov
ub ntiaj teb. Yuav kom peb 33,000 tawm tus tub ntxhais kawm ntawv tau txais kev
kawm zo0 txuas ntxiv, peb xav thov kom cov neeg hauv zej zos pab tawm suab
pom 200 rau txoj kev nrhiav nyiaj thaum lub Kaum Ib Hlis tim 4, 2025. Yog dhau ces
cov nyiaj no yuav pab tau peb lub nra hnyav thiab muaj khoos kas kawm zoo kom txhua
tus tub nixhais kawm ntawv tau txais txoj kev kawm zoo raws li lawv tsim nyog tau. Mus
saib kom paub ntxiv nyob rau hauv spps.orgivote.

Proteja su futuro. Invierta en nuestra comunidad.

La mision de las Escuelas Piiblicas de Saint Paul es inspirar a los estudiantes a pensar critica-
mente, perseguir sus suefios y cambiar el mundo, Para continuar brindando una educacion
de alta calidad a nuestros mas de 33,000 estudiantes, solicitamos a la comunidad que
vote sobre un impuesto operativo el 4 de noviembre, 2025. De aprobarse, este financia-
miento ayudaré a proteger nuestros programas académicos desafiantes y atractivos para que
cada estudiante pueda acoeder a las oportunidades que merece. Obtenga més informeacion en
spps.orglvote.
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llaali mustagbalkooda. Maalgeli bulshadeena.
Himilada Dugsiyada Dadweynaha Saint Paul waa in ardayda lagu dhiimigefiyo inay si goto
dheer u fekeraan, riyooyinkooda raacaan, 0o adduunka beddelaan. Si aan u sii wadno bix-
inta waxbarasho tayo sare leh oo loogu talagalay ardaydeena oo ka badan 33,000, wax-
aan bulshada ka codsaneynaa inay ka codkooda bixiyaan kusaabsan arrinta cashuurta
hawigalka (operating levy) maalinta 4-ta Nofembar 2025. Haddii la ansixiyo, maalgelintan
waxay caawin doontaa laalinta bamaamijyadeenna taclimeed ee adag soo jidashana leh si
arday kasta uu u helo fursadaha uu xaqa u leeyahay.
Wax dheeraad ka baro: spps.orgivote.
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You're invited to q

FUNDRAISER

Join us at Portillo's for afundraiser to support:

When: at the Portillo's located at:

20% of sales will benefit your organization. Order online or in app for pickup

using code before checkout in the "Coupon Code" field, or show
this flyer or a digital version to cashier when ordering at the restaurant. Valid on
drive thru, pickup, kiosk, and in restaurant orders.

Portillo’s
FOR GOOD
partilloscam/cammun ity
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WE'RE HIRING! APPLY AT PORTILLOS.COM/CAREERS




[ENGLISH]

PARENT’S RIGHT TO KNOW TEACHER AND PARAPROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

Under the Every Student Succeeds Act, parents have the right to request information regarding the professional
qualifications of their student’s classroom teachers and paraprofessionals. Parents who would like to receive this
information should write to the Human Resource Department, Attn: ESSA Teacher Qualifications, Saint Paul Public
Schools, 360 Colborne Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102-3299. You have the right to ask for the following information about
each of your child’s classroom teacher(s).

= Information about whether the teacher has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and
subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction;

= Information about whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which state
qualification or licensing criteria have been waived,;

= Information about whether the teacher is teaching (subjects or content) in which proper certification is held by the
teacher.

= Information about whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications.

[HMONG]

NIAM TXIV MUAJ CAI PAUB TXOG CQOV XIB FWB QHIA NTAWV

Raws li txoj cai Every Student Succeeds Act, cov niam txiv muaj cai nug kom paub txog cov xib fwb ghia ntawv uas ghia
ntawv rau lawv tus me nyuam thiab cov neeg uas pab tus xib fwb ghia ntawv seb lawv txawj thiab kawm ntawv siab npaum
li cas. Cov niam txiv uas xav paub txog tej li hais no muaj peev xwm sau tau ntawv mus rau Human Resource department,
Attn: ESSA Teacher Qualifications, Saint Paul Public Schools, 360 Colborne Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102-3299. Nej muaj
cai nug txog cov nram gab no ntsig txog nej tus me nyuam tus xib fwb ghia ntawv.

= Kev ghia seb tus xib fwb txawj npaum li cas thiab puas muaj lai xee ghia ntawv raws li lub xeev txoj cai los ghia gib
ntawv ntawd thiab ghia yam uas nws ghia.

= Kev ghia seb puas yog tus xib fwb ntawd los ghia rau lub caij maj ceev es thiaj li tsis tag txawj txawj thiab muaj lai
xee raws li lub xeev txoj cai los tau.

= Kev ghia seb tus xib fwb puas ghia yam uas nws muaj ntawv pov thawj los ghia.

= Kev ghia seb tus me nyuam puas tau txais kev pab los ntawm cov pab tus xib fwb (paraprofessional). Yog tau no
lawv txawj thiab kawm ntawv siab li cas.

[SOMALI]

Xuquugda ay Waalidku u leeyihiin inay Ogaadaan Macluumaadka Macallimiinta iyo Shaqaalaha Kale
Sida uu gabo gaanuunka loo yagqaanno "Every Student Succeeds Act" oo micne ahaan ah “Qaanuunka Guusha Arday
Walba”, waalidiintu waxay xaq u leeyihiin inay codsan karaan macluumaad ku saabsan xirfadda macallimiinta iyo
shagaalaha kale ee carruurtooda wax bara. Waalidiinta raba inay helaan macluumaadkan, qoraal ha u soo diraan gaybta
shagaalaynta mas'uulka ka ah oo la dhaho Human Resource Department. Codsigaaga halkan ku soo hagaaji: Attn: ESSA
Teacehr Qualifications, Saint Paul Public Schools, 360 Colborne Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102-3299. Waxaad xaq u
leedahay inaad codsato macluumaadkan hoose ee ku saabsan macallimiinta iimahaaga wax bara:

= In macallinka ama macallimaddu buuxiyeen shuruudaha maadada iyo fasalka ay dhigayaan la xiriira ee uu gobolku
ka rabo islamrkaana khibrad u leeyihiin maadada ay barayaan.

= In macallinka ama macallimaddu haystaan oggolaansho ku meel gaar ah inta ay soo buuxinayaan shuruudihii laga
rabay ee dhinaca wax barista iyo in laga qaaday ama laga fasaxay shuruudahaas hadda.

= In macallinka ama macallimaddu ay barayaan maaddooyinka ay u haystaan shatiga islamarkaana takhasuska u
leeyihiin.

= In uuilmahaagu helo kaalmada macallin-kalkaaliye, iyo weliba nooca waxbarashada kalkaaliyahaas.




[SPANISH]

LOS PADRES TIENEN DERECHO A CONOCER LAS CALIFICACIONES DE MAESTROS Y
PARAPROFESIONALES

Bajo el acta Cada Estudiante Triunfa, los padres tienen derecho a solicitar informacion sobre las credenciales
profesionales de los maestros del salén de su nifio y paraprofesionales. Los padres que deseen recibir esta informacién
deben escribir al Departamento de Recursos Humanos (Human Resources Department), Attn: ESSA Teacher
Quialifications, Saint Paul Public Schools, 360 Colborne Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102-3299. Usted tiene derecho a
preguntar la siguiente informacion de cada uno de(los) maestro(s) del salén de su nifio:

= Informacién sobre si el maestro cumple con las credenciales y licencias del estado para los grados y asignaturas
que ensefia,;

= Informacién sobre si el maestro esta ensefiando con una licencia de emergencia o provisional, por la que el estado
lo ha eximido de los requerimientos de credenciales o criterios para obtener la licencia.

= Informacion sobre si el maestro esta ensefiando (asignaturas o contenido) en la cual tiene una certificacion
apropiada.

= Informacion sobre si el nifio recibe servicios de paraprofesionales, y si sus calificaciones.

[KAREN]

Sforoba38 ot roiusbon HPabasldeSdagbemaiizdaboe

B Every Student Succeeds Act (BBcRim2s§eddor)sBooted, HBdiafonabB5ediddiusbon

oSboshpioiafonbont 2bchaboabapbosedotmpbobmbopmantisadsbch Bdcmudoaddis
chgfofaesdahgd [oahregadpabbey Human Resource Department, Attn: ESEA Teacher
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What can | learn about my school and its students?

Murmy Middie Scheol Saint Paul Public Schaals
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The number of students attending school regularly (2024)
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What can | learn about my school and its students?

Murray Middle Schaal Saint Paul Pubdic Schaals
Dremagraphios: Ml Sludems

The number of students meeting standards in math and reading, and science over time. Beginning in 2025, there are new sci
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ADVOCACY & REHASB ITATION

UJIMA ¢
FAMILY
PROGRAM

exploring family
strengths and roots
through activities
and fun

EOUCATION

Length

13-15 week
program

What We Offer: .~ Participant .~ 6 months of case

 Receive support in starting your stipendsand S management
healing journey incentives (optional)

~ Help your family build coping skills Transportation o Fraa farmivirnaal
to manage stressors at home and support and ¥ S n>i' hts
within the community childcare support B9

Interested? Contact: |sy Ocor: o (612)- 481-27<2 iedor@reboundmpls.org
More Information: www.reboundmpis.org




