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"In my family, there was one cardinal priority - education. 
College was not an option; it was mandatory. So even 
though we didn’t have a lot of money, we made it work. I 
signed up for financial aid, Pell Grants, work study, 
anything I could."

~Eva Langoria, Actress

"For me, education has never been simply a policy issue -
it's personal. Neither of my parents and hardly anyone in 
the neighborhood where I grew up went to college. But 
thanks to a lot of hard work and plenty of financial aid, I 
had the opportunity to attend some of the finest 
universities in this country."

~Michelle Obama, Former First Lady 
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"I was on significant financial aid, an only child, with 
parents who didn't have much living in North Carolina."

~Chris Hughes, Co-Founder of Facebook



AGENDA

 Cost of College / Attendance

 FAFSA Application Highlights

 Avoiding Common FAFSA Errors

 NYS TAP Application Pathways

 Sources of Financial Assistance

 PJs: Special Circumstances

 Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)

 Resources



What is 
Cost of 
Attendance?

Tuition and Fees

Books, Course Materials, Supplies & Equipment

Transportation

Personal & Miscellaneous Expenses

Living Expenses / Food & Housing
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How Much does College Cost?

Example 1: Example 2:
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THE

2026-27
FAFSA IS
HERE!





Common 

misconception 

regarding 

eligibility
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What You'll Need to Complete the 2026-27 FAFSA Form

StudentAid.gov account 
(students and contributors 
must each have their own 

account)

Your SSN Your 2024 tax records

Your assets including: child 
support received, current 
balances of cash, savings, 

and checking accounts; net 
worth of investments, 
businesses, and farms

Contributor information List of schools (up to 20)



What is an asset / investment?
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Student 

Role

TIP: Always complete 
the student section of the 
FAFSA first
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Student Log In
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FAFSA Onboarding 

Process

When the student starts the 2026–27 FAFSA® form for 
the first time, they are taken through the FAFSA 
onboarding process:

 The first onboarding page provides an overview of 
the FAFSA form and an accompanying video.

 The second FAFSA® onboarding page provides 
information about the different roles that may be 
required to participate in the student’s FAFSA form 
and documents that may be needed to fill out the 
form.

 The third FAFSA® onboarding page provides 
information about the types of questions the 
student can expect to see and how they can get 
additional help with filling out the FAFSA form.

 The last FAFSA® onboarding page provides 
information about what to expect once the FAFSA 
form is completed and submitted. On this page, 
the student can select "Start the FAFSA form" to 
begin.
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Student 

Provides 

Consent

This page informs the student
about consent and their federal
tax information.

By providing consent, the
student’s federal tax information is
transferred directly into the
FAFSA® form from the IRS to help
complete the Student Financials
section.
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Importing of IRS Information
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Federal 

Tax Information (FTI) 

Data Items used in Direct 

Data Exchange (DDX)

• Tax Year

• Tax Filing Status

• AGI

• Number of exemptions / dependents

• Income earned from work

• Taxes Paid

• Educational Credits

• Untaxed IRS Deductions

• IRA deductible and payments

• Tax Exempt Interest

• Untaxed Pensions

• Schedule C net profit / loss
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Non-Filers & DDX
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Determination 

of an 

Independent 

Student

•24 years old (born before Jan. 1, 2003) or older

•Married (not separated)

•Graduate or Professional student

•Member of the armed forces or veteran

*Foster care since age of 13

•Orphan

•Ward of the court

•Legal dependents other than spouse (including children)

•Emancipated minor

• Unaccompanied and homeless or unaccompanied, self-supporting, and at risk 
of being homeless
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Student 

Dependency 

Status

The student is asked if they want a 
financial aid administrator to determine 
their eligibility for a Direct Unsubsidized 
Loan only.

TIP: This is should only be answered "YES" 
if student’s parents are unwilling to 
provide any information. Otherwise, 
select "No" and provide parent 
contribution information.
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Review of Demographics & Personal 

Circumstances Sections of FAFSA



Student 

Review Page

This section allows the 

student to review and correct 

any information on their 

section of the FAFSA 

application.
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Student 

Signature

On this page, the 

student acknowledges the terms 

and conditions of the FAFSA® form 

and signs their section.

After agreeing and signing, 

the student can submit their 

section of the FAFSA form.
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Student 

Signature 

(Continued)
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Student: 

Section 

Complete Page

Upon signing the student section, 
the student is presented the student 
section complete page. 

This page displays information for 
the student about next steps, 
including tracking their FAFSA® form.

The student is reminded that their 
form is not completed and can’t be 
submitted until the parent 
completes the contributor section of 
the form and signs it.
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Section 

Complete 

(Continued)
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Student: 

Parent 

Information

Dependent students are asked to 
provide information about their 
parents.

The FAFSA® form considers 
their “Parent” to be their 
legal (biological or adoptive) 
parent.

Email is then sent to any invited 
contributors 
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Parent/Contributor 
Invite 

• The parent can access the 

form by accepting the invitation 

in the email

• Additionally, the student is also 

provided an invitation link and 

invitation code that can be 

shared directly with the parent.
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Parent FAFSA Experience
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Parent will be taken through a similar FAFSA 
onboarding process as student

Parents will be unable to see any of the data the 
student entered on the FAFSA

The parent will then have to verify 
that their personal information is correct



Parent 

Family 

Size
• This page asks the parent 

if their family size is 

different than the total number 

of dependents from the 2024 

tax return.

• TIP: Select “Yes“ to see 

what was transferred from the 

IRS.

o Parent can update family 

size manually if necessary.
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Family Size (Continued)

48







Avoid 

Common 

FAFSA Errors
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Incorrect Data Entry (SSN, DOB, etc.)

FAFSA name vs. Social Security Card Name

Incorrect Marital Status

Contributor invite follow up

Adding College Code/s

Not adding parent contributor information (Ind. to Dep.)

Consent / Approval Issues
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