h'
‘
1
i

c.i
ey . |
(ORISR o

U e . NS
PR ) . é
R .| .“,M
..,,‘”.“,,., > ﬂ“"“ ;. svi.;d

A3
.,a. v Venswernrene

e T

e SR : sag

R S ramm
R e




Your Presenter

Sonya Mann -McFarlane, D.Ed.

Higher Education Access Partner
Berks, Chester, Lancaster, and Lebanon Counties

PA Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA)
Sonya.mann-mcfarlane@pheaa.org
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Topics

AFinancial Aid Made Simple - 5 Steps

- Gift & Self -Help Aid

A Scholarships
A Federal and Pennsylvania State Aid
A Student and Parent Loans

AThe Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA®)

AFinancial Aid Notifications
ATips, Strategies, and Additional Resources



Student Aid Guide

AThe page numbers in top
left of this presentation
refers to where in the
Student Aid Guide (SAG)
you can review for more

information. DA Student Aid
_ _ A Guide 2026-27
ATo view the electronic -
PHead )

version of the SAG, go to:
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Pgs. 6, 17, 26

Financial Aid Made Simple

5 Steps to Financial Aid

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5

Be sure
Fill out you have
P the > the
FAFSA money
you need

Look for Know
FREE your

money specific
first deadlines
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Funding Sources



Pgs. 5, 6, 27
Step 1: Look For Free Money First
(Grants & Scholarships)

Postsecondary Gzl e National

Regional

Scholarships Scholarships

Scholarships
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Fastweb.com

AlLargest, most
accurate and most
frequently updated AtFostweb, We Hove It Al
scholarship database

AMatches scholarships
to specific student
criteria

ASends email message
when students
gualify for a
scholarship S




Watch for Scholarship Scams

AApplication fees

Ab Guaranteedod
scholarships

ASolicitations

AOfficial -looking
companies
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scholarship affect

Ask your college representatives
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Federal Grant Programs

APell Grantt max award $7,395* (2025-26 AY)

- Eligibility i1s the same for every postsecondary
Institution

AFederal Supplemental Educational Opportunity
Grant (FSEOG) max award $3,722
- Eligibility determined by Financial Aid Office at each
potential school
- Student must be enrolled at least half -time

- Awarded to most financially needy students

Recommended by Federal Student Aid

Federal Student Aid Estimator

https:/studentaid.gov/aid-estimator

Estimate types of federal student aid you may be eligible for before you complete the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) Form.
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PA State Grant &
Special Programs

14



Pgs. 7-8

PA State Grant Program

Aln-statetr max award $5,750 (full -
time)

AReciprocal states: Delaware, DC, [ #™
Massachusetts, Ohio, Vermont, [ |
West Virginia

- Up to $600 for full -time
students ($800 for veterans)

AAward amount determined in part
by the cost of the school

Must be at least half -time to be eligible




2025-26 Award Amounts

The maximum award for student
attending an approved school in a
reciprocal state is $600 and $800 (veterans)

* Must be at least half -time to be eligible

Cost Tier Maximum Award Minimum Award
$0 - $13,000 $3,058 $500
$13,001 - $20,000 $4.,894 $500
$20,001 - $29,000 $5,260 $500
$29,001 - $32,000 $5,750 $500
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Other State Programs

APA Active Volunteer Tuition & Loan Assistance Program

APA Blind or Deaf Higher Education Beneficiary Grant
Program

AChafee Education and Training Grant Program

APA Fostering Independence Tuition Waiver Program
AGrow PA Scholarship Grant Program

APA Mental Health Education Learning in Schools

APA Partnerships for Access to Higher Education Program

For detalls, see the PA Student Aid Guide, or visit


http://www.pheaa.org/

Pgs. 10-11

Other State Programs

APA Postsecondary Eo
APA Ready to Succeed

ucational Gratuity Program
Scholarship Program

APA State Work Study

Program

APA Student Teacher Support Program

APA Targeted Industry Program

APA National Guard Educational Assistance Program
APA National Guard Military Family Education

Program

For detalls, see the PA Student Aid Guide, or visit


http://www.pheaa.org/

Federal
nt Loans
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Federal Student Loans

AAvailable to ALL students
(US citizens and eligible
non-citizens)
REGARDLESSI need

Aln student 6s
collateral or credit check,

must sigh MPN

ANo payments required
while attending school &
six-month grace period

AFlexible Repayment
options

20
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Subsidized

No interest charged to student
while enrolled or in grace

A Based on financial need

A There is a 1.057%
fee deducted from
loan amount at
disbursement

A Interest will not be charged
during the grace period, if
the loan was first disbursed
after June 30, 2014

Unsubsidized

Interest accrues in school
and grace

A Any interest not paid
during grace will be
capitalized at repayment

A Thereis a 1.057%
fee deducted from
loan amount at
disbursement
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Undergraduate Loan Borrowing Limits

Dependent Undergraduate Student

(does not include students whose parents are
unable to borrow under the PLUS Program )

First Year

Second Year

Third Year and Beyond*

Annual Loan Limits

$5,500 of which no more than
$3,500 may be subsidized

$6,500 of which no more than
$4,500 may be subsidized

$7,500 of which no more than
$5,500 may be subsidized

*Aggregate Federal Student Loan Limit for undergraduate dependent

student is $31,000

22




Step 2:
Know Your Deadlines

Alnstitutions, Outside Sources

ASchools have priority deadlines
APA State Grant FAFSA deadlines
AFirst Time filers - May 1st
A& August 15t
ARenewal applicants dMay 1st

23



Step 3: Complete
the FAFSA

A Pg.20-23
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2026-2027 FAFSA Prep

Social Security Numbers Email Addresses (Not high
school email address)

Qs | 4

Student & Contributor(s) Current Records of any stocks,

StudentAid.gov Accounts bonds and other investments,
including 529 for student for whom

the FAFSA is being completed

]

7

2024 Federal Tax Returns Current bank
and W-2 6 s statements and
records of other
investment accounts
(as of the FAFSA filing

[%32? date)

Total child support from the most
recently complete calendar year
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Create Your StudentAid.gov Account

AThe student applying for aid and all
contributors providing information
on the FAFSA need to create a
StudentAid.gov Account at

ALegal signature for student and
contributors.

AUsers without an SSN will be able to
acquire a StudentAid.gov Account.

Social
Security
Number

Username

Email
Address

Mobile
Phone

Security
Questions

Enable Two-
Step

Verification
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Roles Within the 2026 -27 FAFSA

@0 O
- @ A

Parent and Student
Parent Spouse Spouse

Student

AContributors will need a StudentAid.gov Account
to access the FAFSA application.

AParent and student contributors must log in
eparately to complete their respective
sections.




FAFSA Stepso Dependent Student

Personal Circumstances

1. Logint dependent student

2. Dependent onboarding steps Pemographics
3. Verify student identity Financial
iInformation

4. Student provides consent

Invite Parent Contributor

Signature

Student Section Complete
Confirmation




A Applicant and any required contributor
on the FAFSA must provide consent.

A They are consenting to:

- Direct Data Exchange to import
applicant, parent, parent spouse,
or student spouse Federal Tax
Information (FTI).

- Redisclose FTI to state entities,
Institutions, and scholarship
organizations




IRS Direct Data Exchange

Evp——

The data exchange with the IRS may not
work If the student or parent:

has had a change in marital status
after the end of the tax year.

filed a Puerto Rican or foreign tax
return.

was victim of identity theft,
Involving their federal tax return.



When Is A Student Automatically

Consi dered ol nde

A 24 or older on Jan 1st of 2026

AMarried

AVeteran (includes active -duty personnel)
AWorking on graduate level degree

ALegally emancipated minor or in a legal guardianship with
someone other than their parent or stepparent, as
determined by a court in state of residence

AOrphan, in foster care or ward of the court at
anytime since the student turned 13

AHave legal dependents other than spouse
A Student deemed homeless by proper authority
APA State Grant status can be different

Pg. 22



