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Dear Seniors,

This packet is designed to be a helpful resource as you navigate your senior
year. This year is both exciting and extremely important. As you complete your
high school journey and work toward your diploma, you’ll also be making key
decisions about your future career and post-secondary plans. Inside, you’ll find
valuable information about graduation requirements, applying to colleges and
universities, trade and vocational programs, and financial aid.

In addition to reading this packet thoroughly, please be sure to join both the
“Class of 2026: Counselors” Google Classroom and the College and Career
Center Google Classroom if you have not already done so. These platforms
provide important updates to help you prepare for your senior year and your
future. We will also post graduation information there when the time comes. If
you are not in both Classrooms, you will miss out on important announcements
and opportunities.

Class of 2026: Counselors Google Code: guo6fal
College and Career Center Google Code: m7y7kvp

We hope you find this guide useful. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to
meet with your RMHS School Counselor!

Sincerely,

Rio Mesa Counselors

Class of 2026

https://classroom.google.com/c/NDk2Nzk2MDIwMzAw?cjc=guo6fal


Meet Our Team

RHMS Counselors

Christian Zúñiga → A – DIA
Carri McDevitt → DIB – HEN & AVID
Santa Coria → HEO – N
Kristene Kenney → O – SAL & IB Diploma Program  
Sylvia Gomez → SAN – Z & IB Career Program  

Claudia Gonzalez → Categorical Programs*  
Selena Lainez → Restorative Intervention Counselor (RIC)

Yesenia Ambriz → Guidance Tech 

*ELD 101–103, Migrant Education, Foster Youth, Exchange Students



At Rio Mesa High School, your counselors are here to support you every
step of the way. Our goal is to help you succeed—not only in your classes,
but also in your personal growth and future plans. We believe in you, and
we’ll challenge you with high expectations so you’re prepared for life after
graduation, whether that’s college, career, or other opportunities.

We’re here to guide you academically, personally, and socially, while also
helping you explore your options for the future. Along the way, we’ll
encourage you to build the skills you need to thrive in today’s world and to
grow into a responsible, confident, and capable young adult.

Most importantly, we are your advocates. Whenever you need support or
extra resources, we’ll be here to listen, guide, and connect you with the help
you need.

Counselors are available for walk-in appointments every day during
nutrition and lunch. To schedule a meeting for another time, students can
stop by the front office and see Ms. Ambriz during nutrition or lunch.

RHMS Counselors

M S .  A M B R I Z -  G U I D A N C E  T E C H
P a r e n t s / G u a r d i a n s :  T o  s c h e d u l e  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t

w i t h  y o u r  s t u d e n t ’ s  c o u n s e l o r ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  
M s .  a m b r i z  a t  ( 8 0 5 )  2 7 8 - 3 0 2 4  

O r  e m a i l  y e s e n i a . a m b r i z @ o x n a r d u n i o n . o r g



Counselor Contact Info

www.riomesahigh.us/academics/counseling

A-Dia
Mr. Christian Zuniga: christian.zuniga@oxnardunion.org

Dib-Hen
Mrs. Carri McDevitt:  carri.mcdevitt@oxnardunion.org

Heo-N
Mrs. Santa Coria:  santa.coria@oxnardunion.org

O-Sal & IB Diploma Program
Mrs. Kristene Kenney: kristene.kenney@oxnardunion.org

San-Z & IB Career Program
Mrs. Sylvia Gomez:  sylvia.gomez@oxnardunion.org

Categorical Programs
Mrs. Claudia Gonzalez:  claudia.gonzalez@oxnardunion.org

Restorative Intervention Counselor
Ms. Selena Lainez:  selena.lainez@oxnardunion.org



Ensuring Prosperity through
Equity, Inquiry, and Wellness

 To qualify for UC/ CSU admissions, 
students must take courses that have 
been approved by the Regents of the UC 
as meeting their requirements and must 
be passed with a grade of C or better. For 
an o cial list of the UC approved courses 
for your high school, please visit the UC 
Doorways website.

History / Social Science 
10 World History

 10 US History
5 Government
5 Economics
5 Ethnic Studies

 English 
M athematics 
Math 1 (second term)

 or Math 1B (second term) 
or Higher Level Math

Science 
10 Life

 10 Physical
 10 Other

World Language
 or CTE Pathway Completion

VAPA 

Electives

Health

P.E.

30 

35

40

30

10

40

5

20
230

District Graduation Requirements: UC/CSU A-G Requirements

               

                   
            

                 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

A History/Social
Science

E World Language

Electives



Graduation Status

* C r e d i t s  C o m p l e t e d
To  b e  c o n s i d e r d  o n  t r a c k  t o  g r a d u a t e  y o u  m u s t  h a v e  1 7 0  o r  m o r e

c r e d i t s  c o m p l e t e d
* * B e l o w  1 7 0  c r e d i t s =  a t  r i s k  o f  n o t  g r a d u a t i n g

To  m a k e  u p  c r e d i t s :  M e e t  w i t h  y o u r  c o u n s e l o r  t o  d i s c u s s O x n a r d
O n l i n e  C r e d i t  R e c o v e r y  



Graduation Status

* C R E D I T S  C O M P L E T E D
T O  B E  C O N S I D E R D  O N  T R A C K  T O  G R A D U A T E  Y O U  M U S T  H A V E  1 70
O R  M O R E  C R E D I T S  C O M P L E T E D
* * B E L O W  1 7 0  C R E D I T S =  A T  R I S K  O F  N O T  G R A D U A T I N G
T O  M A K E  U P  C R E D I T S :  O X N A R D  O N L I N E  C R E D I T  R E C O V E R Y  



CaliforniaColleges.edu is California's free, official online platform for
students in grades 6-12 to plan for college and careers, access
financial aid tools, and manage applications to California's public
universities.  CaliforniaColleges.edu allows students to explore
interests, plan coursework, track progress, and launch applications to
colleges and financial aid programs. 

Key features and services:
College and Career Planning: Students can use career and college search
tools to explore interests, discover majors, and understand career paths. 
Transcript and Course Tracking: The platform integrates with school districts
to bring student transcript data, enabling students to track their coursework
and progress towards college eligibility requirements. 
Application Launchpad: Students can launch and track their applications to
California Community Colleges, the California State University (CSU), and the
University of California (UC) systems directly from the platform. 
Financial Aid Support: The site provides tools and lessons to guide students
through the financial aid application process, including the FAFSA and the
California Dream Act Application (CADAA). 
Digital Portfolio: Students can create a digital portfolio to maintain a record
of their experiences, goals, and related documents. 

RMHS students can access their CaliforniaColleges.edu account by signing in
with Google using their school email. 

CaliforniaColleges.edu

http://californiacolleges.edu/


Post High School Options

APPLICATION OPENS IN OCTOBER

Ventura College

Oxnard College
Moorpark College

C O M M U N I T Y
C O L L E G E S

APPLICATION PERIOD:  
OCT 1 -NOV 30

Must meet all A-G requirements
and have a minimum of 2.5 GPA
$70 application fee per campus

*Fee waivers are automatically considered
based on finanical information requested in

the application

C S U ’ S

APPLICATION PERIOD:  
AUG 1 -  NOV 30

Must meet all A-G requirements
and have a minimum of 3.0 GPA
Personal Insight Questions are

required
$80 Application fee per campus

*Fee waivers are automatically considered
based on finanical information requested

in the application

U C ’ S

ADMISSION DATES VARY
BY SCHOOL

You will need to do research
on schools, deadlines, and

application processes.
Additional requirements may

include; letters of
recommendation and college

essay questions.

 Many schools use the
Common App

P R I V A T E
C O L L E G E S  &

U N I V E R S I T I E S

*Items in bold are hyperlinks.  
Click on them to be directed to more information

Community colleges offer affordable tuition
and flexible class schedules, making higher

education accessible to a wider range of
students. They also provide smaller class sizes

and opportunities to transfer to four-year
universities or gain career-ready skills.

Students can access and complete
all their college applications through
their CaliforniaColleges.edu account.

This one-stop platform makes the
process easier and more organized.

http://venturacollege.edu/
http://www.oxnardcollege.edu/
http://www.moorparkcollege.edu/
https://www.commonapp.org/
http://californiacolleges.edu/


Interested in going straight into the
workforce right after high school?

See College & Career Center for job
resources and resume and application help

W O R K F O R C E

Post High School Options

CONSTRUCTION,  SHEET METAL
WORKERS,  HEAVY EQUIPMENT

OPERATION,  PLUMBERS,  ELECTRICAL
WORKERS,  IRON WORKERS

S K I L L E D  T R A D E S  A N D
T R A D E  S C H O O L S

MUST HAVE A HIGH SCHOOL
DIPLOMA AND BE 18

See College & Career Center for
recruitment contacts

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

M I L I T A R Y

*Items in bold are hyperlinks. 
Click on them to be directed to more information

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO
ELECTRICAL APPRENTICESHIP

PROGRAM 
CARPENTERS APPRENTICESHIP

PROGRAM

https://www.usa.gov/military-requirements
https://workforce.venturacounty.gov/job-seekers/employment-services/
https://electricalcareersvc.com/
https://electricalcareersvc.com/
https://electricalcareersvc.com/
https://www.wsctf.org/become-a-carpenter/
https://www.wsctf.org/become-a-carpenter/


Mrs. Gutierrez- College and Career Center
vina.gutierrez@oxnardunion.org

Available to assist you during nutrition, lunch, and after school
or by appointment.

The Rio Mesa High School College & Career Center helps
students explore post-secondary options, including four-year
universities, community colleges, technical schools, and the
military, while offering support for financial aid, scholarship
applications, and more.  It also facilitates hands-on experiences
like job shadows, industry-related field trips, internships, and
school-to-career pathways to help students build workplace
skills.

Families are supported through workshops and events to help
navigate college preparation and financial aid processes.

zaira.juarezaguilar@oxnardunion.org

The UCSB Early Academic Outreach Program (EAOP) is a UC-
sponsored college preparatory program designed to support
students who are first-generation, from underserved
communities, or otherwise may face barriers to higher
education.  It offers services such as transcript evaluations,
academic advisement, financial aid guidance, and help with
UC/CSU & college applications, as well as workshops on study
skills, personal statements, and career exploration.

Ms. Juarez - EAOP

riomesahigh.us/academics/college-career-center

RMHS College & Career

https://www.riomesahigh.us/academics/college-career-center




Senior Year Timeline

Deadline to apply to the UC’s & CSUs is
December 2nd
Continue applying to private universities
through the Common Application
Research and apply for scholarships

California State University application opens on
October 1st
FASFA/CADAA application opens October 1st
Attend college fairs and university tours
Find out when your local Community College
applications open
Research and apply for scholarships

Deadline to apply for most Early Action/Decision
for Private Institutions is November 1st
Research and apply for scholarships
Begin gathering financial information to file for
financial aid

University of California application opens on August 1st
Make sure your fall and spring schedule of classes satisfy
college/major admission requirements
Start preparing for college application period by
gathering all information required
Finalize brag sheet/academic resume
Research and apply for scholarships
Begin creating Financial Aid account (FAFSA or Dream
Act)
Attend any Financial Aid Night and/or Cash for College
event your school offers

Request and send official transcripts no
later than July 1st
Attend orientation and register for classes

Attend any financial aid night and/or
Cash for College event your school
offers
Research community college orientation
dates
Research and apply for scholarships

Admission decisions are released
mid-March/April
Research and apply for scholarships
CA priority deadline for FAFSA & CA Dream
Act is March 2nd
Apply to housing if application is available
for your campus

Make revisions to FAFSA/ CA Dream Act
Review your awards letters/financial
package for each campus you have been
admitted
Submit your SIR (Statement of Intent to
Register) before May 1st
Send thank you letters for any scholarships
and awards received
Register for summer programs at your
college campus
Complete Housing Application by the
priority deadline. Check individual
campuses for dates
Research registration information for your
on-campus orientation

November 

December

October 

August/September 

March

June/July

April/May

January/February 








