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Letôs Get Started!

www.studentaid.gov



Students and Parents Need to Create 

a studentaid.gov account/ FSA ID

What You Need:

Å Name

Å SSN

Å DOB

Å Phone Number

Å Email

PARENTS: IF you DO NOT 

have an SSNé. Click

Instant  Verification!

No More 1 -3 Days! 

EVEN Non-SSN Contributors  

Non-SSN Contributors may be 

presented with knowledge -based 

identity validation questions

Non-SSN Contributors must 

manually enter 2024 federal tax 

return information into the FAFSA

Non-SSN Contributors who live in 

another country

Use a òperiodò or ñzeroò or ñ 

spaceò for the street address or 

leave it blank and edit later

Skip the phone number 

Enter email only
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Log Into The FAFSA

Log In: FSA ID

ÅUsername

ÅPassword

If you verified your phone number and 

email you can use that as your 

username



Start A New FAFSA



Who is Completing the FAFSA?

After logging in, the student 

can select the applicable role 

to fill out the FAFSA® form: 

"Student" or "Parent." The 

student selects "Student." 



What is the FAFSA Form?

Short FAFSA 

Overview Video

When the student starts the 2026-

2027 FAFSA® form for the first time, 

they are taken through the FAFSA 

onboarding process. The first 

onboarding page provides an 

introduction of the FAFSA form and an 

accompanying video. 



Contributors: Parents
PARENTS!: You will be invited by 

email by your student to complete the 

Contributor Section of the FAFSA

Students will ONLY need Parentôs:

Personal Email Address

Å Non-case sensitive code is sent via 

email to the contributor 

Å Contributor can then sign in or 

create and FSA ID

Å Only when the student is the 

FAFSA initiator 

The second FAFSA® onboarding page provides information about contributors that may 

be required to participate in the studentôs FAFSA form, including an accompanying 

video that explains contributors, and information on how the student will invite them. 

Documents that may be needed to fill out the form are also included on this page. 



What to Expect!

FSA estimates 30 minutes to complete

You can save and return to the form if 

needed

All Contributors MUST provide 

consent for the IRS Direct Data 

Exchange

The third FAFSA® onboarding page provides information about what the student can 

expect when completing their FAFSA form. This includes information about consent 

and approval, a time estimate for completing the form, and that they can save the 

form and return later if needed, along with an accompanying video.



After Submitting the FAFSA

Your form will be processed in 3 days

You will receive a FAFSA Submission 

Summary. It will include the SAI (Student 

Aid Index)

SAI is used to determine your eligibility for 

federal student aid

Colleges will use your SAI to create your 

Financial Aid Offer, that explains the types 

and amounts of aid you are offered

Colleges send out Financial Aid Offers 

in the Spring after students are admitted
The last FAFSA® onboarding page provides information about what to expect once the 

FAFSA form is completed, submitted, and processed. On this page, the student can 

select "Start FAFSA Form" to begin. 



Student Identity Information

This is the first page within the student section. The student can verify that their 

personal information is correct. To update any of the personal information, the student 

must access their Account Settings on StudentAid.gov. 



California Residency

The student is asked about their state of legal residence. The student selects the state 

from a drop-down box and provides the month and year when they became a legal 

resident.



Student Provides Consent for 
IRS Direct Data Exchange

This page informs the student about consent, approval, and the use of their federal tax 

information. By providing consent and approval, the studentôs federal tax information is 

transferred directly into the FAFSA® form from the IRS to help complete the "Student Finances" 

section. 



Student Imports IRS Information 

This page imports the studentôs 

federal tax information by directly 

transferring it into the FAFSA®

form from the IRS to help 

complete the "Student Finances" 

section



Section 1: Personal Circumstances

The questions in this 

section will determine if 

the student is a 

dependent or 

independent student



Section 1: Personal Circumstances

The student is asked about their 

marital status. 



Section 1: Personal Circumstances

The student is asked about 

their college grade level for 

the 2026-2027 school year 

and if they will have their 

first bachelorôs degree. The 

student selects that they 

will be a "First year 

(freshman)" and that they 

will not have their first 

bachelorôs degree.



Section 1: Personal Circumstances

Selecting 1 or more 

may identify a 

student as 

independent and will 

require supporting 

documentation

Selecting ñ None of 

these applyò will 

identify a student as 

dependent and will 

require Contributor 

(Parent) information



IF NOé Click Continue

Section 1: Student Homelessness
IF YESé Who determined 

the Student was homeless 

or at risk of becoming 

homeless

Student may need to submit documentation to the college they attend.

The student is asked if they were homeless or at risk of 

being homeless. 



Section 1: Unusual Circumstances

The student is asked if 

unusual circumstances 

prevent them from 

contacting their 

parent(s). 



Section 1: Unusual Circumstances

If the answer is òyesò 

the student will be 

offered provisional 

independence or 

unaccompanied 

homeless youth and 

will need to contact the 

financial aid office at 

the college, they wish 

to attend 



Section 1: Dependency Status

If the answer is ñNoò the student is considered a dependent student. The student is asked if they want a financial aid administrator to determine 

their eligibility for a Direct Unsubsidized Loan only. This is an option if the studentôs parents are unwilling to provide information. The response must 

be "No,ñ to be considered for federal aid. If the studentselects ñYes,ò a modal would appear to warn them about missing out on other potential 

federal student aid.



Section 2: Student Demographics

This is the first page within  the 

"Student Demographics" 

section. It provides an overview 

of the section.



Section 2: Student Demographics

The student is asked 

about their biological  

sex. 



Section 2: Student Demographics

The student is asked to identify their race. The student 

selects the checkboxes that apply to them. Student 

can select prefer not to answer.



Section 2: Student Demographics

Most choose  

U.S. citizen

If you choose 

Eligible  non - 

citizen,  you will 

be asked for  your 

A-Number

The student is asked about their citizenship status. 



Section 2: Student Demographics

The student is 

asked about their 

parentsô education 

status. 



Section 2: Student Demographics

The student is 

asked if their parent 

was killed in the line 

of duty. 



Section 2: Student Demographic

The student is asked about 

what their high school 

completion status will be 

when they start the 2026-

2027 school year. Most 

students select the "High 

school diploma" option.



Section 2: Student Demographics

The student is asked which high school they did or will graduate from. The student enters their high schoolôs 

state and city. After selecting "Search," they select the correct high school from the search results.



Section 2: Student Demographics

The student 

confirms their high 

school information 

and selects 

"Continue" to 

proceed to the next 

section.

The student has the option to 

edit the high school 

information presented on this 

page by selecting "Edit," 

which will return them to the 

high school information page. 



Section 3: Student Finances

This is the first page within 

the "Student Finances" 

section. It provides an 

overview of the 

section. The student can 

select the hyperlink if they 

want to learn about special 

financial circumstances. 



Section 3: Student Finances 

The student is asked 

about their tax filing 

status. Most students 

have not filed taxes; 

however, students 

should choose the 

appropriate answer 

for their situation.



Section 3: Finances

The student is asked 

about their assets. 

The student enters a 

response in each 

entry field.

Utilize the ñ!ò for additional information

https://studentaid.gov/2627/help/find -tax-information

https://studentaid.gov/2627/help/find-tax-information
https://studentaid.gov/2627/help/find-tax-information
https://studentaid.gov/2627/help/find-tax-information
https://studentaid.gov/2627/help/find-tax-information
https://studentaid.gov/2627/help/find-tax-information


Section 3: Finances

The student is asked 

about their assets. 

The student enters a 

response in each 

entry field.

Utilize the ñ!ò for additional information

https://studentaid.gov/2627/help/find -tax-information

Demo site not on Beta 

https://studentaid.gov/2627/help/find-tax-information
https://studentaid.gov/2627/help/find-tax-information
https://studentaid.gov/2627/help/find-tax-information
https://studentaid.gov/2627/help/find-tax-information
https://studentaid.gov/2627/help/find-tax-information


Section 4: Colleges

This is the first page in the "Select Colleges and Career Schools" section, which is the final part of 

the FAFSA®formôs student section to require information. It provides an overview of the section.



Section 4: Colleges
Click 

ñSelectò to 

select  your 

colleges

The student is asked to search for the colleges and/or career schools they would like to receive their FAFSA® information. The student searches for a school 

by entering a state, city, and/or school name and selecting "Search." If the student canôt find a school searching by school name or state, they can search by 

school code. Students can select up to 20 schools . The student must add at least one college or career school to continue.  



Section 4: Colleges

After the student selects 

the correct school(s) 

from the search results, 

they can review the 

school(s) they chose 

before continuing and 

add or remove school(s) 

if needed.


