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Welcome to the Multidisciplinary Placement 
Committee (MPC)!

Our purpose is to identify students who demonstrate a need for Highly Capable 
services through a comprehensive body of evidence. This includes data collected 
from classroom performance, district benchmarks, and state assessments.

To support this process, we will utilize the 2025–2026 MPC Decision Tree to guide 
student identification for Highly Capable services.

We encourage you to ask questions and seek clarification at any point to ensure 
accuracy and shared understanding.



Services

LWSD Accelerated Programs offers a spectrum of services at different grade levels

Main Accelerated Programs Site

Main Accelerated 
Programs Site

Service Models Description Site

Service Models 
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Click for link Click for link

https://www.lwsd.org/services/accelerated-programs
https://www.lwsd.org/services/accelerated-programs/service-model-descriptions


Use of CogAT

The Cognitive Abilities Test  (CogAT) measures general reasoning abilities in three domains: 

• verbal

• quantitative

• nonverbal

The CogAT yields three separate domain scores and an overall composite score.

The MPC reviews the national percentile ranks (NPR) of domain and composite scores to 
guide identification/placement decisions.
• FTQ/MSQ - composite CogAT NPR is considered. These services provide advanced learning and depth and 

complexity in multiple domains.  

• CBS – relevant domain NPR (e.g., quantitative for math) is considered due to specific domain identification.



25-26 MPC 
Decision Tree 
Based on 
Student Data

(This flowchart is for grades 1-7)

Key:
V =     Verbal FTQ Full-Time Quest

NV =     Non-Verbal CBS Classroom Based Services

Q =     Quantitative MSQ Middle School Quest

L =     Literacy CogAT Cognitive Abilities Test

M =     Mathematics
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LWSD Enrolled Students

Identification and Placement 



LWSD –2nd Grade 
(Universal Screening Year)

FTQ

• CogAT Data: 
• Verbal: 95
• Quantitative: 99
• Nonverbal: 93
• Composite: 99

• FastBridge Data: 
• earlyMath: 99/98/99
• aMath: 98/99
• earlyReading: 99/99/99
• aReading:98/98

CBS-Math

• CogAT Data: 
• Verbal: 89
• Quantitative: 94
• Nonverbal: 98
• Composite: 97

• FastBridge Data: 
• earlyMath: 98/99/99
• aMath:99/99
• earlyReading: 92/94/81
• aReading: 98/99



LWSD –7th Grade

MSQ

• CogAT Data: 
• Verbal: 96
• Quantitative: 99
• Nonverbal: 99
• Composite: 99

• FastBridge Data: 
• aMath: 98/77/97/98/98
• aReading: 99/96/98/98/97

• SBA
• Math: 90.64
• ELA: 99.34

No Services (CBS-Math & Literacy)

• CogAT Data: 
• Verbal: 65
• Quantitative: 73
• Nonverbal: 71
• Composite: 71

• FastBridge Data: 
• aMath: 99/99/99/99/99
• aReading: 98/98/96/95/93

• SBA
• Math: 100
• ELA: 99.12



Example Student Portfolio



Newly-Enrolled Students
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Newly-Enrolled Students

2nd/5th grade 
(Universal 
Screening)

No Prior 
Services

K, 1, 3-4, 6-8
No Prior 
Services

Students with 
Prior Services 

from other 
districts



Private School & Homeschool 
Students

Identification and Placement 



PSHS –4th Grade

CBS-Both

• CogAT Data: 
• Verbal: no data
• Quantitative: no data
• Nonverbal: no data
• Composite: no data

• Academic Data:
• Math: 99/99/99/93
• Reading: 98/91/98/97

No Services

• CogAT Data: 
• Verbal: no data
• Quantitative: no data
• Nonverbal: no data
• Composite: no data

• Academic Data: 
• Math: 99/87
• Reading: 43/52

Insufficient Evidence

• CogAT Data: 
• Verbal: no data
• Quantitative: no data
• Nonverbal: no data
• Composite: no data

• Academic Data: 
• Math: 96/96
• Reading: 78/54



RCWs and WACs

Identification and Placement 



RCWs and WACs Cited 

Law Cited Question: How does LWSD ensure... Response

WAC 392-170-055
...that the identification process is 
accessible and equitable, particularly 
for mobile and low-income students? 

WAC 392-170-055

...that identification procedures for 
HiCap programs are clearly stated and 
implemented by the District?

WAC 392-170-055 ...that there are multiple ways for my 
student to show the need for service?

Multiple academic and cognitive measures from authentic student data over time through the Body 
of Evidence model. Use of Environmental Domain by the MPC to support services. No single score 
can qualify or disqualify a student. Annual refinements and expanded pathways for identification. 
CBS identification provides flexibility and earlier support. 

This WAC notes that LWSD must have a clear identification process with timelines based on multiple 
objective criteria. LWSD publishes its identification process annually on the LWSD website, with 
FastBridge, SBA, WIDA, and other assessments being part of the regular school day for students, 
and CogAT being provided after the screening on an as-needed bases. The website shares timelines, 
tools, and typical percentile scores.

LWSD uses multiple objective criteria over time and continues to adjust screening and 
identification procedures to ensure that students have multiple pathways to service: portfolio 
reviews, use of multiple academic data points over time for screening, widening the range of 
performance to 'look for' students, consideration of Environmental Domain, portfolio reviews for 
students not identified for service, and appeals. 



LWSD Highly Capable Alignment Summary 
(RCWs and WACs)

LWSD Highly Capable Alignment Summary.docx

https://lwsd.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/APDepartment/EWI0s95ZRt5CqL8q8uGsdGwBfzGCCfesJnvINlMzYKomQA?e=C3tuGM
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