
Introducing the OpenGate Metal Detector System

Dear Parents and Community Members,

The safety of our students and staff is our highest priority. We want to assure you that
our district is committed to creating a safe and secure learning environment through a
combination of proactive and responsive safety measures.

Our Approach to School Safety​

Proactive Strategies: Our efforts begin with relationship development and
school culture. We strive to find ways to connect every student to his/her school.
As a proactive measure, we regularly conduct drills to prepare for various
scenarios, including fire, lockdown and severe weather. Our staff members
receive ongoing professional development in crisis management, threat
assessment and de-escalation techniques. Additionally, we work closely with
local law enforcement to conduct regular security assessments of our buildings
and grounds to identify and address potential vulnerabilities. ​

Responsive Strategies: In the event of an emergency, our trained staff and
established protocols ensure a swift and coordinated response. We utilize a
rapid communication system to alert law enforcement and other first responders,
as well as to keep you informed of the situation. As a reminder, it is most
beneficial to our students and staff that you report, don’t repost. Social media
information is often inaccurate.

Introducing the OpenGate Metal Detector System

To further enhance our security, our district will implement the portable OpenGate
metal detector system, advanced technology that allows us to screen individuals
for prohibited items in a way that is designed to be quick and non-intrusive,
minimizing disruption to the school day or event while significantly improving our
ability to maintain a safe environment.

Although not planned for daily use , building and district administrators will
collaborate with the safety committee to determine when and where the units will
be deployed, consistent with applicable board policy, in order to further
enhance our existing security measures.

Upcoming OpenGate Training

To ensure the effective use of this new system, we are conducting a training
session for staff and select high school students on Friday, September 26, 2025,
for some staff and high school students at various locations. This is a crucial step
in preparing our staff to use this new technology to its full potential to promote
student and staff safety. Students entering the identified areas on September
26 will be searched through the OpenGate system. Utilization of the system
beyond this September training date may or may not be communicated in
advance.

While our safety and security protocols are designed to keep the students and
community safe, we recognize that individuals will respond differently and feel
differently to these measures. In cases where families need support talking with their
child about violence, we recommend the following resources:
Talking to Children About Violence (PDF)​, Addressing Grief in Children (PDF)
and When Grief and Loss Hit Close to Home  (PDF).

https://www.pinerichland.org/
https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/prsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=AFWS74708B5A
https://qghxm6bab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hysP7DCxyq0Ey3NYYPXzU_lvLL0S4rkdDIeWiXJxDwiBkcynd49yjczaJBh-2y7scBPQ7irV_RbfUZTpuDftoOddsbzvMS-kDfRSH5L6vWmOm6VAizQo9c4OuXMAF772s-cTS60t0FEiR4Ben8CDMnS0FYasHmUtHUVlM5PVBKS0iCdsHBj0xV3VuCUT2qH3gZuvVqQkElDG4J3b0tSa78RqJhpNpKTOkWXTzq6Q5yFgk8E2eB4bfHafsmozZJ-B707VIMsWwJv1UwfNJ8KA8JWqQDW4nm9t0lU8EMZwI8YJQqeeQKbRBn4XeVZ7rOlFe6OZjfO9Zo_271UL6MS7q2v5QKBdhhE_hT_0HE83dt2npmZXNRXYY7OwyCGd4xCfnAm2nO30iD9-bkSvWs1L18BB6tqkCyQbDMrM0ZFnBlS84sR8iZfx28MpEuEqyHRv_WitATX_S_1KPuj9zbF6FQ==&c=rZ_H7UT9lIJddzvvYAF7PdubJW0PLvq-9mxm7_4cWhPFmDKfmaE7Nw==&ch=9my-b-WvwY_HF5juNkr_U7xsjXkXxtKwCC3psoiZzX0aSRVXipsirw==
https://qghxm6bab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hysP7DCxyq0Ey3NYYPXzU_lvLL0S4rkdDIeWiXJxDwiBkcynd49yjczaJBh-2y7scBPQ7irV_RbfUZTpuDftoOddsbzvMS-kDfRSH5L6vWmOm6VAizQo9c4OuXMAF772s-cTS60t0FEiR4Ben8CDMnS0FYasHmUtHUVlM5PVBKS0iCdsHBj0xV3VuCUT2qH3gZuvVqQkElDG4J3b0tSa78RqJhpNpKTOkWXTzq6Q5yFgk8E2eB4bfHafsmozZJ-B707VIMsWwJv1UwfNJ8KA8JWqQDW4nm9t0lU8EMZwI8YJQqeeQKbRBn4XeVZ7rOlFe6OZjfO9Zo_271UL6MS7q2v5QKBdhhE_hT_0HE83dt2npmZXNRXYY7OwyCGd4xCfnAm2nO30iD9-bkSvWs1L18BB6tqkCyQbDMrM0ZFnBlS84sR8iZfx28MpEuEqyHRvhi6bNFXUm01HSv11Q3WGuQ==&c=rZ_H7UT9lIJddzvvYAF7PdubJW0PLvq-9mxm7_4cWhPFmDKfmaE7Nw==&ch=9my-b-WvwY_HF5juNkr_U7xsjXkXxtKwCC3psoiZzX0aSRVXipsirw==
https://qghxm6bab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hysP7DCxyq0Ey3NYYPXzU_lvLL0S4rkdDIeWiXJxDwiBkcynd49yjczaJBh-2y7sRyldSM6Do_etdHRJsa7JNkMKhsiWZSo-3TLXLdeSkWz2r9r389Sr2NixAI93vFhK0yEvnUzc2mIRHD322778bUwxO_d4R-hMywtCy8qVWgQRdEnvej29u8aZOIrofi-f4YjmHMt3Cci5bG61-sdNLMTOrKDaB32c4pqnq8FzG_8=&c=rZ_H7UT9lIJddzvvYAF7PdubJW0PLvq-9mxm7_4cWhPFmDKfmaE7Nw==&ch=9my-b-WvwY_HF5juNkr_U7xsjXkXxtKwCC3psoiZzX0aSRVXipsirw==
https://qghxm6bab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hysP7DCxyq0Ey3NYYPXzU_lvLL0S4rkdDIeWiXJxDwiBkcynd49yjczaJBh-2y7suwrueVQPZ701mLjDpEo4H6kzBPniI_sB0HcP3rmDPbOnj3VHavDEnq44aGBB5Ogk5XWDMwbB2TNaJ26Ce9h9yvhFdUmIHWbFgCELUZ0ANMs4HlOYw0V7JKvZHLcTqEQNwG8ZTxdTz9EeABSakXWOvsiFiqidxj1nym-mUq0VO8s=&c=rZ_H7UT9lIJddzvvYAF7PdubJW0PLvq-9mxm7_4cWhPFmDKfmaE7Nw==&ch=9my-b-WvwY_HF5juNkr_U7xsjXkXxtKwCC3psoiZzX0aSRVXipsirw==
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=3a673e8d-4e89-4934-8c33-46c762b7e566


As always, if you or your child(ren) have any information related to any safety matter,
please contact the Northern Regional Police Department at 724-625-3157 or dial 911 if
there is an immediate concern, use the Safe2Say Something application or website to
make an anonymous report, or reach out to building or district administrators for
guidance and support.

Parents and guardians can also refer to security resources at
https://www.pinerichland.org/parent-resources/school-safety/school-safety-
resources for more.

We are proud to partner with you as part of our commitment to keeping our schools
safe. Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,
Pine-Richland School District
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