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It’s go time!
Navigating the 

College Application 
& Financial Aid 

Process
https://sites.google.com/view/jvhscounseling/college-career 

https://sites.google.com/view/jvhscounseling/college-career


Senior Milestones 2

College Readiness

SAT/ACT 

TSIA2

ASVAB

Events & College 
Fairs

OCT. 7 

OCT. 27

NOV. 18

College Visits

2 College Visit days

4 Military Visit days

Scholarships

District Website

Search Engines

Local

Financial Aid

Merit based

Need based

Types

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.
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What are the benefits for students who are CCMR Ready?

Students with CCMR Ready status may…

● SAVE TIME & MONEY
Graduates will not have to take remedial classes in college!

● FIND, ACQUIRE, MAINTAIN & GROW WITHIN A CAREER
Students have the essential skills to embark on a meaningful 
career after graduation. Career ready graduates can also 
enroll in additional postsecondary training without the need 
for remediation.

● CHOOSE TO ENLIST IN THE MILITARY
Graduates are prepared if they choose to commit to 
enlistment with the United States military.Proof of enlistment 
(DD Form 4) must be turned into the campus.

College, Career, & Military Readiness 33

https://www.cfisd.net/academics/advanced-academics/college-career-military-readiness#fs-panel-311212


CCMR requirements & info

CFISD information on CCMR:
https://www.cfisd.net/academics/a
dvanced-academics/college-career-
military-readiness 

TEA information on CCMR:
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/co
llege-career-and-military-prep 
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https://www.cfisd.net/academics/advanced-academics/college-career-military-readiness
https://www.cfisd.net/academics/advanced-academics/college-career-military-readiness
https://www.cfisd.net/academics/advanced-academics/college-career-military-readiness
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/college-career-and-military-prep
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/college-career-and-military-prep


● Colleges set their entrance requirements 
based on test scores, GPA, rank, etc.

● Some schools are test optional for 
entrance/admissions only - visit college 
admissions websites for more info

● Used by many colleges to qualify for 
scholarships - must submit to qualify

● Colleges do not prefer the ACT or the SAT over 
the other; they accept and consider both tests 
equally for admissions and scholarships

● Many schools superscore - take the highest 
individual section score across all test 
administrations of SAT/ACT and combine 
them to form a new, higher 
overall/composite score

○ www.collegeboard.org 
○ www.act.org 

SAT/ACT 5

http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.act.org


Purpose:
To evaluate college readiness in English Language 
Arts/Reading (ELAR) and mathematics for students 
enrolling in Texas public colleges and universities. 

Components:

● ELAR: A multiple-choice section and an integrated 
WritePlacer Essay section.

● Mathematics: An initial 20-question section, followed by a 
48-question diagnostic math test if the first section is not 
passed. 

Exemptions:
 Students who meet certain CCMR criteria may be exempt 

from taking the test. 

TSIA2 6

https://www.google.com/search?surl=1&q=WritePlacer+Essay+section&sca_esv=d66c091d59b5f448&source=hp&ei=FwrgaKeZFtq0qtsP8PfwGA&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaOAYJ8WXW_HnCxn48d2GwNYAotgmjAzU&ved=2ahUKEwjFhrqSyYiQAxXvmWoFHevaFWcQgK4QegQIAxAE&uact=5&oq=tsia2&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IgV0c2lhMjIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgARIrhZQAFiaFHAAeACQAQCYAWGgAdkCqgEBNbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCBaAC-QLCAgsQABiABBixAxiDAcICDhAuGIAEGLEDGNEDGMcBwgILEC4YgAQYsQMYgwHCAg4QLhiABBixAxiDARiKBcICERAuGIAEGLEDGNEDGIMBGMcBwgIFEC4YgATCAg4QABiABBixAxiDARiKBcICCBAuGIAEGLEDwgIIEAAYgAQYsQOYAwCSBwM0LjGgB6o2sgcDNC4xuAf5AsIHBzAuMS4zLjHIBxg&sclient=gws-wiz&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfBeyCT9Rg04-ICjEWvQliAZREFnuAq73ByCM_FrE1Rb1s8of8gFJuSX4gKvS8lgqrVdztL7hJVw1gtz5R2nWJtM5A14AC6zdilzhVOvEMxLjiVtFxdgNVckCyqzekgvjEM&csui=3


❖ Career Assessment for those that would like to know more about different careers that match their personality, interests and 
abilities. It measures developed abilities and helps predict future academic and occupational success.

❖ The ASVAB measures a person's aptitude in four domains: verbal, math, science and technical, and spatial, which are 
measured by several subtests to assess aptitude for different career paths and military jobs. These domains help evaluate a 
candidate's current knowledge and their potential to learn in various subject areas. 

❖ Military branches can use ASVAB scores to identify careers that may be a good fit if you choose to enlist..

❖ Your scores will not be kept by the school or shared with any outside organizations, including military recruiters. 

❖ A  score interpretation session will be provided by a military professional.

ASVAB Career Exploration Program - 
Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery
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https://forms.gle/thhsd
h4i4cZEF3pM7 

https://forms.gle/thhsdh4i4cZEF3pM7
https://forms.gle/thhsdh4i4cZEF3pM7


Events & College Fairs

● District College Night @Berry Center 
Tuesday, Oct. 7, 6-8 pm  150+ schools, 
colleges, universities, technical/trade 
schools, financial aid, military

● HARN College Fair @ JV 
Monday, Oct. 27 During all lunches
20-30 schools
Spring date TBD

● District Financial Aid Night 
@Berry Center
○  - Nov. 18, 5:30-7:30  

● Trade School & Military Fair 
@ JV during lunches
Jan. date TBD
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College/Military Visits

➢ 2 days given for college visits each year in 11th/12th and 4 military visit 
days  in 12th.  They do not carry over. Can use one for a travel day and 
the other for the actual visit.

➢ Approved college and military days do not count against studentsʼ 
opportunity to exempt or toward excessive absences.

➢ Contact the college admissions office/website or military recruiter to 
schedule an appointment for an admissions presentation and tour.

➢ Pick up college/military visit form in attendance office before you go to 
your appointment.

➢ When you visit the college of your choice, get the admissions office to 
stamp the college visit form or have your military recruiter sign to verify 
attendance.

➢ Return the college/military visit form to the attendance office when you 
return to school to excuse the absence.

9



College Applications

www.commonapp.org 

Includes state/out of state schools 
and selective universities

Apply Texas
www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org 

Mostly out of state and selective 
universities
For list of schools participating:

https://www.scoir.com/apply-c
olleges 

www.applytexas.org 

Texas public and private schools

Common App Coalition for College

● Applications, fees, and supporting material must be completed and submitted by each university's deadline.
● Fee waivers available for those on free or reduced school lunch
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FREE APPLICATION WEEK!!!!!!
OCTOBER 13-19

http://www.commonapp.org
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org
https://www.scoir.com/apply-colleges
https://www.scoir.com/apply-colleges
http://www.applytexas.org


Standard Application Deadlines 

Regular Decision (RD): This is the most common 
application type, with deadlines usually in early 
January but ranging until mid-February. Students can 
expect to hear back by early April.

Ongoing Application Deadlines 

Rolling Admission: Instead of a strict deadline, 
schools with rolling admission review applications 
as they are received. This means decisions can be 
made much faster, often within 4–6 weeks, and 
there isn't a universal deadline, as applications are 
accepted until all spots are filled.

Early Application Deadlines

Early Decision (ED): This is a binding commitment, 
meaning if you are accepted, you are required to attend 
that college and withdraw all other regular applications. 
Only an option for one school, so it needs to be one that 
you will absolutely attend if accepted.  The application 
deadline is typically in early to mid-November, with a 
decision expected by mid-December. 

Early Action (EA): Similar to Early Decision, EA has a 
November deadline and a December decision timeline, but 
it is non-binding. Students can apply to multiple EA 
schools, but sometimes there are restrictions, such as 
Restrictive Early Action (REA), which limits early 
applications to private institutions.

College application categories 11

Check the admissions websites of colleges to get deadline information.



12
4 Years of Tuition = 
$45,000 to $180,000
This does not include living 
expenses!!!

















Scholarships - search often

Individual College/Universities or Departmental 
Scholarships 
https://www.texasgearup.com/public/files/Scholarships.pdf  

 
Search engines:  
www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org  
www.fastweb.com 
www.scholarships.com  
www.goingmerry.com  
www.scholarships360.org
 

Parents’ Employers/Major Corporations 
Local Scholarships - Schoology posts  
Schoology Access Code: 7PXM-S82N-M2C4T  

 

District website:  www.cfisd.net/scholarships

www.bold.org  
www.niche.com  
www.salliemae.com 
www.appily.com  
www.finaid.org  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Finding a scholarship is like 
looking for your first job… don’t 
be picky and apply to MANY!

https://bw5md6cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PhDfHE3jxkX-vjqlmaHRUUMdH7a0DIzuXiD0hajcmGLiyO6Uy-R1e2ycq5zI5mcuvitPPiF0HxCkn469kFjwR0RJ7feopUbwAeaa5WuEQdfAM6qFeK4B_ouijVIZGyvgqoyD7hceI0zW4WFK-HTpiNX66nb_eh-nuHNVsne4v1YE3TWqwRmOXLva7ceqLx5GYhKNPym_0B0=&c=tstH2AOn9e0vKZiPFi8J_5xoTpClM6_HD_q1fkwnOMr3UG4xGGHAbA==&ch=5pzgtJyl11dYXwFgqmY3ibPWPoF4bhiA-UzSY9-2nx4TgfKUQb4zbg==
http://www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org
http://www.fastweb.com
http://www.scholarships.com
http://www.goingmerry.com
http://www.scholarships360.org
http://www.cfisd.net/scholarships
http://www.bold.org
http://www.niche.com
http://www.salliemae.com
http://www.appily.com
http://www.finaid.org


CFEF SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION
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• Scholarships based on financial need, scholastic achievements 
and leadership qualities

• Mid-November 2025 – Online application should be available 
on CFEF website

• Mid-January 2026 – Anticipated deadline for online 
application for certain CFEF awards

• March 2026 – Anticipated date for online application for 
CFEF Schroeder application on website
• Requires Lone Star College attendance

• April 2026 - Deadline for online application for Edwin 
Schroeder endowment awards
• Awarded to CFISD senior students attending Lone Star 

College
• 35-50 scholarships - $2,000 each



https://www.hhloans.com/types-of-financial-aid/ 

https://www.hhloans.com/types-of-financial-aid/






Financial Aid Process

●merit based aid: scholarships earned by 
the student either performance based or 
talent based

●need based aid: grants, loans, and 
work-study awarded using a familyʼs 
ability to pay

https://www.youtube.com/@
FederalStudentAid/videos 
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https://www.youtube.com/@FederalStudentAid/videos
https://www.youtube.com/@FederalStudentAid/videos
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● Completed each year to receive 
federal aid (grants and loans)

● Open now for the 2026-2027 
application

● Asks for information about 
studentʼs and familyʼs finances, 
including tax returns

● Parents & students can create 
their FSA IDs now (see handout)

● www.fafsa.gov 

Financial aid application for 
students who are state residents 
but not US citizens, and went to 
high school for at least 3 years in 
the state.  This includes, but is not 
limited to, foreign nationals, legal 
permanent residents, and eligible 
non-citizens.

● https://www.highered.texas.gov
/students-families/tasfa/ 

FAFSA: (Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid) 

TASFA: (Texas Application for 
State Financial Aid) 

College Boardʼs online application that 
collects information used by almost 400 
colleges, universities, professional 
schools, and scholarship programs to 
award financial aid from sources 
outside the federal government.  Only 
fill this out if a school you apply to 
requires it as part of the application 
process.  

● https://cssprofile.collegeboard.
org/ 

CSS Profile: (College 
Scholarship Service) 

Financial Aid Applications 26

http://www.fafsa.gov
https://www.highered.texas.gov/students-families/tasfa/
https://www.highered.texas.gov/students-families/tasfa/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/


● Once student and parent(s) have completed the financial aid application they are eligible for, a confirmation email 
will be sent stating that the application has been submitted and the account will show completion on the 
confirmation page.

● If student and their family choose not to submit FAFSA or TASFA before graduation for whatever reason, they will be 
required to submit an opt out form instead.  This opt out form does not prevent completing FAFSA or TASFA at a 
later date. 
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/college-career-and-military-prep/opt-outrevised10.2021finalenglish.pdf 

● A screenshot of the confirmation email from either application, the confirmation page from account, or the opt out 
form serves as proof of submission and will need to be uploaded to the campus google doc for the financial aid 
graduation requirement to be met.  https://forms.gle/LqvwP3tvYU6xShVG6

● The screenshot must clearly show each of the following items:

■ Studentʼs full name
■ The correct application year (2026-2027)
■ Completion date or verification of successful completion/submission
■ Opt out form requires appropriate signatures based on student age

Proof of FAFSA/TASFA or opt out form 27

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/college-career-and-military-prep/opt-outrevised10.2021finalenglish.pdf
https://forms.gle/LqvwP3tvYU6xShVG6





