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Why Are We Meeting Today?

Learn what 
classes are 
required to 
graduate from 
OTHS

1
Understand how 
sophomore 
classes prepare 
you for college 
and careers

2
Explore electives 
that match your 
goals and 
interests

3
Get ready for your 
individual course 
selection meeting

4



OTHS Coursework Required for Graduation

**Additional Requirements **
21.0 credits

7 semesters of coursework

Subject Semesters Required Notes

English 8 Writing intensive every year

Math 6 Must include Algebra & Geometry

Science 4 Life & Physical Required

Social Studies 5 Includes U.S. History & Civics

PE/Health 5 PE 4 + Health 1

Personal Finance 1 Required for graduation

Electives 2 Art, Music, CTE, or World Language



Recommended 
coursework for 
college and work 
readiness…

RECOMMENDED COLLEGE ADMISSION 
COURSEWORK REQUIREMENTS

English 4 years

Math
3-4 years 
(Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II)

Science 3-4 years Lab Science

Social Studies 3 years

Foreign Language 2 years

Recommended 
minimum GPA

2.5-3.5 on 4.0 scale               
3.5-4.5 on 5.0 scale

Each college may have additional or slightly different requirements, 
so it's important for students to check with their specific target 
schools.

Highly Selective Institutions recommend the following:
• 4 Years of English,
• 4 Years of Math (Algebra 1 and above),  4 Years of Science,
• 4 Years of Social Studies,
• 4 Years of World Languages, and  exemplary ACT-SAT scores, recognition and
• accomplishments inside and outside of school.



Course Selection Process for Sophomore Year:

OTHS Curriculum Guide

You will receive a 2026-27 Sophomore 
Course Selection Form in your advisory class. 

October through January - individual 
meetings with your assigned school 
counselor. Start preparing now!

Research classes and elective options 
ahead of time.  Let's start by looking at the 
OTHS Curriculum Guide!

https://www.oths.us/academics/schoolcounseling/curriculum-guide-course-selection-materials


OTHS Homepage Students Curriculum Guide

Curriculum Guide  (Online Access)





Sophomore Course Selection Options

• English, Math, Science

• Automatic enrollment

• Based on pre-requisite 
placement

• Health/PE

• Social Studies

Required Courses

• AFJROTC

• Art

• CTE - BSNS/FACS/IND/HLTH SCI

• Driver Education

• Performing Arts

• World Language

Elective Courses



What Is a Prerequisite?

• A prerequisite is something you must 
complete before taking another class. It 
could be a specific course (for example, 
passing Advanced Algebra 1 before taking 
Advanced Geometry) or a required grade 
you need to earn in a class to move on to 
the next level.

• All prerequisites are listed in the course 
description in the Curriculum Guide.



English Dept:
Automatic enrollment 
based on your current 
classes and grades.

Writing
• Written Communication

• Honors Written Communication (B- or 
higher in both semesters of Honors 9th 
grade English)

Literature
• World Literature

• Honors World Literature II (B- or 
higher in both semesters of Honors 
9th grade English)



Math Dept:
Automatic enrollment 
based on your current 
classes and grades.



Math Dept:
Automatic enrollment 
based on your current 
classes and grades.

Introduction 
to Algebra

Advanced 
Algebra I

Geometry w/ 
Algebra

Advanced 
Geometry

C or higher both 
semesters of AA1 

C- or below → 
Geometry w/ Alg.



Math Dept:
Automatic enrollment 
based on your current 
classes and grades.

Honors 
Algebra

Honors 
Geometry

Honors 
Geometry

Advanced 
Geometry

B or higher both 
semesters of 

Honors Algebra

B or higher both 
semesters of 

Honors Geometry
B- or below → 

Advanced Algebra 2

B- or below in 
Honors Algebra

Honors 
Algebra 2



Science Department 
Physical Science
• Physical Earth Science

• *Geology

• *Chemistry 1

• *Honors Chemistry 1

• *Physics 1

Life Science
• Integrated Life Science

• *Biology 1



Social Studies

• Area Studies – Fall

• International Relations – Fall

• Western Civilization – Spring

• American Government – Fall or 
Spring 

• The American Legal System – Fall or 
Spring

• AP European History* – Full Year 

• US History A & B* – Full Year

Denotes New Course 2026-2027



PE/Health/Drivers ED

Physical Education – 4 semesters 
required

- PE Individualized Instruction (I.I.)
- Recreational P.E. (Co-Ed)
- Strength & Conditioning
- Team sports
- Total Body Fitness

Health  - Required (1 semester only)

Drivers Education – Elective (Fall only)
- Must pass 8 classes in the 2 previous 
semesters to be eligible for DRED

*PE Individualized Instruction is a one 
semester course designed to provide peer 
mentoring opportunities working with 
Adaptive PE students to prepare them for 
participation in Special Olympics. Speak 
with your school counselor for more 
information.

PE exemptions may be granted for 
participation in the following:

➢ AFJROTC

➢ Marching Band (Fall)

➢ Inter-scholastic Sports - (JR/SR year 
only) – 2 Semester Max.



ELECTIVES –START EXPLORING!!

Denotes New Course 2026-2027



ELECTIVES –START EXPLORING!!

Denotes New Course 2026-2027



Two-year public vocational program for juniors & seniors located at Collinsville High School
•Half-day schedule: part day at OTHS, part day at CAVC
•Application required; must be on track to graduate & have schedule flexibility
•Many programs are waitlisted—attendance in 9th & 10th grade is prioritized – start planning now!



What is Dual Credit?
• College-level course taken at OTHS
• Students earn both high school and college credit
• Credit appears on both transcripts (OTHS & college)
• Grades impact college GPA once enrolled

What is AP (Advanced Placement)?
• College-level course taught at OTHS
• Students take an AP Exam in May
• College credit or placement depends on exam score & 

college policy
• Weighted on the 5.0 GPA scale at OTHS
• Great option for rigorous, in-depth study in a specific 

subject

SWIC DUAL CREDIT – 10TH GRADE

• Advanced Applications (Excel/Access)

• Advanced Applications (Word Processing)

• Carpentry 1

• Computer Networking

• Cybersecurity

• Drafting & Engineering Design

• Welding 1

• Yearbook Design

• Video Production

AP – 10TH GRADE

• AP European History

DUAL CREDIT / AP



NCAA Eligibility
The National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA) is an organization 
dedicated to providing a pathway to 
opportunity for college athletes.

There are three NCAA Divisions:

• Division I, Division II and Division III

• If you want to compete at an NCAA 
school, you must meet academic 
and/or amateurism standards set 
by NCAA members. 

• NCAA Planning Worksheet is on the 
last page of the Curriculum Guide.

• Let your counselor know of your 
future athletic plans so you can 
work together planning eligibility! 

NCAA eligibility is a holistic process, involving the student, 

parents/guardians, school counselor, high school athletic 

coaching staff, NCAA eligibility center staff and post-secondary 

institutions. More information about NCAA eligibility can be 

found on our Guidance website. 

Do you plan to be a COLLEGIATE ATHLETE?



OTHS Early Bird Option 

Opportunities to take a 7th class: 7:00am-2:55pm

Allow students to be released an hour early if 
needed for a job/sport: 7:00am – 1:55pm



OTHS Early Bird Option 
• 7:00am – 1:55 pm: no bus transportation provided — students must 

drive or get a ride

• 7:00am – 2:55pm: Adds an extra class period → heavier workload

• E.B. class cannot be chosen by the student

• Limited course options and availability

• Not all E.B. requests can be accommodated

• Onsite school parking not available for sophomores



Your course 
selections for the 
2026-27 school 

year will be listed 
in Skyward.



What to Do Next?

Select courses 
based on graduation 
requirements, pre-
requisites and 
personal interests.

1
Research entrance 
requirements for 
future 
schools/programs.

2
Talk to your 
parents/guardians 
about your selected 
classes.

3
Be Patient – We will 
schedule your 
appointment prior to 
the end of fall 
semester!

4
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