
ALL ABOUT
EL EDUCATION

Family Night
9/25/25



Interacting on Tonight’s Zoom Webinar

1. Questions? 
● Use the “Q & A” Feature on the function bar at the bottom of your screen
● We will either answer the question via text or respond verbally throughout the presentation

2. Remember - we are on a journey together
● Year one of implementation is just the start of really great things

3. More to come 
● Communicate with your teacher
● Communicate with our literary coaches - Randi Fogel, Erin Pawlaczyk, Michelle Berman
● Parent-Teacher Conferences
● Winter/Early Spring Webinar

4. Panelist Introductions



The Survey Says…
Researchers once gave young readers a reading passage 
about baseball. This was called “The Baseball Study.”

There were four types of readers:
A. High reading ability with low knowledge of baseball
B. Low reading ability and low knowledge of baseball
C. High reading ability with high knowledge of baseball
D. Low reading ability with high knowledge of baseball

In the poll, rank order the students in terms of how well 
they did on answering questions about the text.



The Results…



Why a Knowledge Building Curriculum?
Key Benefits for Students:
● Improved Reading Comprehension
● Deeper Content Knowledge
● Enhanced Literacy Skills
● Increased Motivation
● Academic Success



EL Education will Unlock New Worlds of Discovery & Open Doors for Literacy Success

Module 1
Module 2:
Innovator 

(ALL STEM)
Module 3: Module 4

Grade K It’s Toy Time: Let’s Learn and 
Share

Weather is Wonderful! Let’s Celebrate You and Me
(Explorer) Trees are Alive!

Grade 1 Be a Maker! Solve Problems 
and Create Fun

Look Up! A Study of the Sun, 
Moon, and Stars

Sounds All Around
(Innovator)

Birds Need Our Help! Become 
a Bird Helper

Grade 2 The Wide World of Schools The Fascinating Stories 
Fossils Tell

Innovators and the Scientific 
Method

(Innovator)

The Secret Life of Plants and 
Pollinators

Grade 3 The Power of Reading The Wonderful World of Frogs
The Decisions We Make about 

Money
(Explorer)

The Water Challenge: Enough 
Clean Water for Everyone

Grade 4 Poetic Forms and Inspiring 
Minds Animal Defense Mechanisms

Developing Brains and 
Changing Minds

(Innovator)

Equal Rights and the 19th 
Amendment

Grade 5 Stories of Hope and Human 
Rights

Building Bridges: Perspectives 
and Prototypes

Athlete Leaders of Social 
Change

(Explorer)

Natural Disasters: Impact and 
Response



Tonight’s Agenda

1. How to Grow Multi-Dimensional Readers Based on Research

2. The EL Education Approach to Literacy

3. The Home-School Connection



Who is reading at grade level?
Child A

● High accuracy and decoding skills
● Low comprehension
● Reads fluently
● High phonemic awareness skills
● Average Vocabulary knowledge

Child B

● Low decoding skills
● High listening comprehension 
● High vocabulary knowledge
● Reads choppy/word by word
● Average phonemic Awareness

Child C

● High accuracy and decoding skills
● Above average comprehension
● Reads fluently
● Average vocabulary knowledge 
● Strong phonemic awareness



Is my Child Reading at Grade Level????
What Does “Reading at Grade Level” Mean?

To read at grade level means your child can read and understand books and materials that are expected for 
their age and school grade, being able to demonstrate success with the five pillars.  As educators we focus on 
five key areas — called the Five Pillars of Reading.

1. Phonemic Awareness – Hearing and working with individual sounds in spoken words (for example, noticing 
that cat and cap start with the same sound).

2. Phonics – Connecting sounds to letters and patterns so children can read and spell words.

3. Fluency – Reading smoothly with expression, not word by word.

4. Vocabulary – Knowing and using new words in conversation and writing.

5. Comprehension – The ability to understand, think, and talk about what is being read. 
                                               This is the ultimate goal of reading!



Decodable vs. Leveled Texts
How do different types of texts support

 my  reader?



Module Lesson  (1 hour)
★ Explicit whole group reading & writing lessons 

taught through Knowledge Building curriculum
★ 4 Modules; 3 units per module

○ Unit 1 - Knowledge Building through 
reading

○ Unit 2 - Knowledge Building & Writing
○ Unit 3 - Writing and Performance 

Assessment 

★ This is a knowledge building curriculum that supports science and social studies concepts 
to deepen student understanding through reading, writing, and speaking/listening. 

Differentiation  (1 hour)
★ K-2: Skills Block: new skill, fluency, spelling, interactive 

writing, cycle assessment

Extended Writing & 
Authentic Performance 

Tasks

Reading & Building Background 
Knowledge

Extended Reading & 
Research

EL Education - Elementary Literacy

Differentiation  (1 hour)
★ 3-5 ALL Block: strategically designed mini-lessons for 

groups to support and extend understanding of module 
lessons (fluency, grammar, word study, analyzing 
complex texts)



MODULE ASSESSMENTS
★ At the end of each Unit, there is an assessment.
★ In grades 3-5 there is also a Mid-Unit Assessment
★ These assessments could consist of, but are not limited to:

○ Multiple Choice
○ Sorting
○ Short Answer

★ Students will have the opportunity to practice and view all skills 
and standards that will be assessed before the assessment.

★ Speaking and Listening standards are an important part, too!
★ Mastery is not always expected, as we revisit these 

concepts/standards later in the year.
★ These assessments will come home when applicable

○ Fluency reading/recording
○ Writing
○ Small Group Discussions



MODULE PERFORMANCE TASKS
★ Each module culminates with an activity where students 

synthesize their content and literacy knowledge across all 3 
units.

★ Performance tasks are an authentic, often collaborative, and 
creative task designed for students to demonstrate their 
understanding and application of skills and concepts

★ There is always a real-world connection. 



Family Communication for Module Lessons
Module Family letters will come home 4 times a year at the start of the Module.
You will find….
● An overview of the module and what the concluding Performance Task will be.
● How you can learn together at home
● What students will Learn in Class: Guiding Questions



K-2 SKILLS BLOCK Whole Group
★ Skills Block (1 hour) is the EL Education version of 

Phonics
★ Each “cycle” is 5 days long:

○ Day 1: Introduce new skill, poem launch
○ Day 2: Fluency
○ Day 3: Spelling to Compliment Reading
○ Day 4: Interactive Writing/Editing
○ Day 5: Cycle Assessment- Will be sent home

★ 3-4 New High Frequency words (Snap Words) 
that they should be able to read and write

oy oy oi
choice 
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 Students are placed into a small group cycle based on benchmark assessments. 
These benchmark assessment occur 3 times per year and help track student 
progress towards grade level foundational standards.

1. Letter and Sound ID
2. Encoding / Spelling
3. Decoding
4. Fluency
5. Phonemic/Phonological Awareness

K-2 Skills Block Small Group



● Weekly Small Group Cycles: Students are 
placed into a small group cycle based on 
benchmark assessments.

● Decodable books are used for each cycle

● Family Letters will be sent home as your 
student moves through the Microphases 
explaining the skills that will be taught. 

K-2 Skills Block Small Group



Family Communication for Skills Block
A Family letter will come home at the beginning of the year. This will explain the content that will be 
covered in your students specific grade level for whole group instruction.  

Additional Family letters will go home addressing what your child will be learning in their small 
group.  New letters will go home as your child moves through the micro-phases in small group. 



ALL BLOCK

ALL Block has 4 main components: 
★ Reading & Speaking Fluency
★ Additional Work with Complex Text
★ Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics
★ Word Study and Vocabulary

The ALL Block mini lessons connect to the 
content of the Module Lessons



ALL BLOCK
Each day in ALL Block, students complete 3 activity 
rotations:
★ Accountable Independent Reading: time 

dedicated to independent reading
★ Task Cards: independent work that provides 

additional practice with reading, writing, and 
language skills from the previous unit of the 
Module Lessons

★ Small Group Mini Lessons: teacher-guided work 
in differentiated small groups that deepens 
learning from the Module Lessons



What happens if my student needs 
additional support in literacy on a specific 
skill?

● Additional Support provided by classroom teacher during 
Skills Block and ALL Block

● Small Group Instruction
● IRIP (Individualized Reading Improvement Plan)
● Reading Intervention Support
● IXL Individual Pathways

We don’t ask permission to give support we just provide it. 

Reading Intervention, small group etsc

https://www.wbsd.org/parents/ixl


Read together every day – Even 15–20 minutes makes a big difference.

Talk about books – Ask questions like:
“What happened first, next, last?”
“Why do you think the character did that?”
“What was your favorite part?”

Practice sounds and words – Play rhyming games, clap out syllables, or practice 
sounding out words.

Build vocabulary – Use new words in conversation and point them out in books or signs.

Encourage independent reading – Let your child choose “just right” books and reread 
favorites.

Review Assessments- Talk to your student about assessments that are sent home and 
celebrate successes and practice skills that may not be secure yet. 

IXL- Teacher recommended learning path

How Can Families Help with Reading at Home



How do I Help My Child Choose a “Just Right Book?”



At Home Reading
What kinds of books will my child be reading?

Decodable Text Leveled Text Chapter Books Picture 
Books

Coming Soon…… 
Digital Access to Decodable Cycle Readers



Launch……


