


Oconee County Schools

What is ESPLOST?

Education Special Purpose Local 
Option Sales Tax (ESPLOST) is a  
1% sales tax that can be used for 
the  following school system costs:

○ Building renovations
○ Infrastructure
○ Technology
○ Transportation
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Oconee County Schools

What is ESPLOST?

● ESPLOST is a penny sales tax

● ESPLOST is NOT a property tax

● ESPLOST has been collected in 
Oconee County since 1998
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Oconee County Schools

Achievements

● Oconee County was chosen by 
Niche as the No. 1 county in the 
United States for public schools

● Oconee County Schools was ranked 
No. 1 by Niche in Georgia among 
county districts for the 7th straight 
year and for the 12th time overall 

● Niche cited OCS on its Best 
Teachers and Best Places To Teach 
lists for Georgia
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Oconee County Schools

Achievements

● North Oconee and Oconee County 
named 2025-2026 Best High Schools 
by U.S. News & World Report

● Nine of the 400 nationwide schools 
chosen since 2003 as National Blue 
Ribbon Lighthouse Schools of 
Excellence are in Oconee County

● The OCS Class of 2025 achieved a 
99.7% four-year graduation rate, 
including 98.6% among Special 
Education students
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Oconee County Schools

Recent ESPLOST projects

● Dove Creek Elementary School

● Dove Creek Middle School

● Chromebooks for all students

● Maintain our bus replacement 
cycle

● Instructional Support Center

● Additions at CFES, HSES, and 
MBES
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Oconee County Schools

Recent ESPLOST projects

● Renovations at OCPS, OCES, 
and RBES

● Technology upgrades

● District-wide generators

● Paving and lighting at OCHS
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Oconee County Schools

Facilities Snapshot

● 66 years between our oldest 
and newest school

● Average school is 31 years old

● 35 acres of roofing

● 500 acres of property

● 1.5 million square feet of 
conditioned space
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Oconee County Schools

Identification of ESPLOST Projects

● Feedback from principals

● Input from maintenance staff

● School walkthrough data

● GADOE eligibility of projects

● Collaboration with central 
office divisions
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Oconee County Schools

Proposed ESPLOST Projects: CFES

● Original building was built in 
1956

● Additions were built in 1977, 
1978, 1980, and 2023

● Address water issues in 
between two wings

● Resurface the activity court
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Oconee County Schools

Proposed ESPLOST Projects: DCES

● Built in 2018

● Address drainage and water 
issues on western playground
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Oconee County Schools

    Proposed ESPLOST Projects: HSES

● Built in 2009

● Addition built in 2023

● Square off the cul de sac into a 
basketball court and add new 
asphalt
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Oconee County Schools

Proposed ESPLOST Projects: MBES

● Built in 1996

● Addition built in 2024

● Renovate the school for 
lights, floors, ceilings, and 
paint
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Oconee County Schools

Proposed ESPLOST Projects: OCES

● Built in 1968

● Additions built in 1978 and 1981

● Resurface lower play court

● Replace gutters
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Oconee County Schools

Proposed ESPLOST Projects: OCPS

● Built in 1987

● New HVAC

● Address water issues 
around the building
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Oconee County Schools

Proposed ESPLOST Projects: RBES

● Built in 2002

● Addition in 2009

● Resurface activity courts
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Oconee County Schools

Proposed ESPLOST Projects: DCMS

● Built in 2023

● No projects at this time
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Oconee County Schools

Proposed ESPLOST Projects: MBMS

● Built in 1997

● Additions in 2009 and 2017

● Replace exterior door hardware 
and door sweeps
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Oconee County Schools

Proposed ESPLOST Projects: OCMS

● Built in 1956

● 13 additions were built between 
1971 and 2017

● Replacing:
○ Fire Alarm
○ Roof sections
○ Floor section
○ HVAC zones

● Sewer cleanouts
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Oconee County Schools

Proposed ESPLOST Projects: NOHS

● Built in 2004

● Renovate the school for 
lights, floors, ceilings, and 
paint

● Replace flat roof sections

● Replace weight room 
HVAC

● Water mitigation issues
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Oconee County Schools

Proposed ESPLOST Projects: NOHS

● Partner with athletic boosters to add 
video scoreboards to the stadium

● Re-turf the stadium

● Build an auxiliary gym

● Resurface tennis courts (8-year life)
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Oconee County Schools

Proposed ESPLOST Projects: OCHS

● Built in 1992

● Additions added in 2010 and 
2020

● Replace the original roof on the 
building
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Oconee County Schools

Proposed ESPLOST Projects: OCHS

● Renovate the stadium press box

● Turf the practice field near student 
parking

● Add athletic storage and athletic 
changing rooms

● Extend current practice field and add 
lights

● Partner with athletic boosters to add 
a video scoreboard to the stadium

● Resurface tennis courts (8-year life)
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Oconee County Schools

Proposed ESPLOST Projects: Technology

● Interactive panels for K-2

● Network equipment and Wi-Fi

● Servers

● Firewalls

● OCS-owned fiber replacement

● Chromebooks, laptops, desktops, 
printers, and projectors
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Oconee County Schools

Proposed ESPLOST Projects: Transportation

● Continue bus replacement 
cycle of 20 years

● Continue white fleet 
replacement cycle of 20 
years or 200,000 miles
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Oconee County Schools

Impact

Building Projects Impact 11/12 Existing Schools
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Oconee County Schools

Bond Benefits

● If necessary, sell bonds for 
appropriate projects

● Begin projects 
immediately pending  
passage of ESPLOST VII

● Avoid inflation costs 
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Oconee County Schools

ESPLOST VII Voting Dates 

October 14-31, 2025
November 4, 2025

Vote Date
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Oconee County Schools

Flyer
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Oconee County Schools

FAQ
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