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Philosophy of the ML Program Office

We believe that each English Learner comes to
school uniguely equipped with valuable skills and
experiences roofed in other places and culfures.

GCPS provides effective instruction that recognizes
and leverages these skills and allows EL students to
expediently attain proficiency in English and perform

at or above grade level in academics.
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Multilingual Learner Program Acronyms

ACCESS= Assessing Comprehension and Communication in English State to
State (Yearly assessment of English Proficiency)

EL= English Learner (Student)

ML= Multilingual Learner (Student)

MLOCC= Multilingual Learner Online Communication Center

ELPP= English Learner Proficiency Plan (includes testing accommodations)
ESOL= English to Speakers of Other Languages (Program)

INC= International Newcomer Center

ISA= International Student Advisor

LEA= Local Educational Agency

PHLOTE= Primary Home Language Other Than English

POL= Parent Outreach Liaison

WIDA= World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment; WIDA Consorfium - @
U.S. based collaborative group of 41 member states, territories and federal
agencies



ESOL Purpose & Goals

e Increase students’ academic English language proficiency
e Increase students’ academic content area achievement
e Teach grade-level appropriate academic English language knowledge and
skills necessary to narrate, inform, explain, argue in discipline-specific
English:
o Academic vocabulary, sentence structures, discipline-specific
discourse Listen, read, view, speak, write, represent
o Teach students the English necessary to understand and become
proficient in content standards
e Ensure ELs participate meaningfully and equally in core standards-based
educational programs
e Remove language and non-academic barriers to learning in school




ACCESS: Assessing Comprehension and Communication in English State to State

- Under federal law, states arerequired to measure the English
language development skills of their English Learners (ELs) on a
yearly basis within the areas of listening, speaking, reading, and

writing.
=> The purpose of the ACCESS i1s to measure the English proficiency

growth of the English learner.
=> It provides an opportunity to demonstrate the English learners’level

of language proficiency in content areas.
=> The students’score on this test will determine i which mstructional

level they will be placed for the following year.



ACCESS for ELLs Assessments

Your child does not need to study for ACCESS for ELLs

The test 1s an opportunity for students to demonstrate
all the ways that they understand and can
communicate in English.

Prepare for test day by making sure your child gets
plenty of sleep and eats breakfast.

Talk with your child’s teachers about:
e when you will receive test scores,
e how your child’s schooluses those scores, and
e how language support changes as your child builds English
language skills.



ACCESS for ELLs Assessments

ACCESS for ELLs is given to all EL students during the
annual testing window, which typically takes place from
January through February.

1/7/126 - 2/27/26 Test Window

4/27/26  Districts Receive ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS Reports and Data - Posted in WIDA AMS
5/8/26-5/12/26 Districts Receive Printed ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS Reports
5/12/26 -5/26/26 Post-Reporting Data Validation — LEAs in WIDA AMS

6/10/26 Updated ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS Data - Posted in WIDA AMS for SEA and Districts



Kindergarten ACCESS e Kindergarten students who
Exit Criteria attain a 5.0+ Composite/Overall

Score, a 5.0 or higherin
Listening Speaking and Reading,

The criteria for exiting _ o
and a score of 4.5+ in Writing

Kindergarten students

are completely MUST EXIT

different from the e All other kindergarten ML
criteria for ML students students MUST Continue to be
in grades 1-12. Itis as SERVED

follows...
Reclassification as FEP is NOT available

for Kindergarten ML students.



ACCESS Clear

Exit Criteria e Any ML student attaining a
Composite Proficiency Level of
The criteria for exiting 5.0 or greater - MUST Exit

ML students in grades

_ e Schools are not required to use
1-12 is as follows...

or complete the English Learner
Reclassification Review Form
(ELRRF)

NOTE:

ESOL Program lines in Synergy for all students meeting must
exit criteria will be automatically closed out by Data Governance.
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ACCESS Reclassification
Criteria

MLs in Grades 1-12
may be Reclassified as
Fluent English
Proficient (FEP) if they
meet the following
criteria...

e Composite PL of 4.4-4.9, AND a
Reading PL of 3.5+, AND Writing PL
of 3.0+

e MLs with a CPL of 4.3 or lower
MUST CONTINUE TO BE SERVED

NOTE:AIll ML students meeting this
requirement must be considered for
reclassification.
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Alternate ACCESS
Clear Exit Criteria

Alternate ACCESS
threshold for
considering ML Exit is
as follows...

NOTE:

ESOL Program lines in Synergy
for all students meeting must
exit criteria will be
automatically closed out by
Data Governance.

Grades K-12 EL students who meet the “Clear Exit”
criteria per grade level and assessment must exit.
Students in grades 1-12 that have scored a WIDA
Alternate ACCESS Overall CPL or DCPL =5 or higher
are eligible for Clear Exit from EL status. Students
in kindergarten may not be eligible for Clear Exit as
indicated below:

Kindergarten WIDA Alternate ACCESS
e Overall CPL or DCPL =5 and Listening PL =5
and Speaking PL =5 and Reading PL=5 and
Writing PL=4 or 5

Kindergarten students’ scores must meet all
language domain criteria, no exceptions.

Grades 1-12 WIDA Alternate ACCESS
e Overall CPLor DCPL=5



Alternate ACCESS
Reclassification

Alternate ACCESS
criteria for considering
reclassification is as
follows...

NOTE:

ESOL Program lines in Synergy
for all students being

reclassified must be closed out
manually.

English Learner reclassification is only an option
for EL students in Grades 1-12. The
reclassification process is not an option for
students in kindergarten.

Grades 1-12 WIDA Alternate ACCESS
* Overall CPL or DCPL=4

Through a collaborative Partnership, ESOL and Special Education
follow joint guidance for IEP teams to consider additional
individualized English language proficiency related data applied
per students’ disabilities. Decision is recorded on the state IEP/EL
Reclassification form completed by an ESOL and Special Education
collaborative team, signed, dated, and maintained in student
records and IEP per local procedures.



CPS Parent Portal
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ACCESS Parent Report

Each year, students in English learner
programs take the ACCESS for ELLs
language proficiency test. The test
measures academic English language
proficiency for students learning English
m our schooland throughout our state.

This is an IhdividualStudent Report
which provides mformation about test
results for your child.

Teachers use this mformation to help
them make decisions about instruction
for your child. Teachers also use these
test scores to monitor the progress
your child makes toward English
proficiency.

. Sample Student
WODA ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Birth Date: mm/ddfyyyy | Grade: sample grade
l English Language Proficiency Test Tiar: sample tier

District 1D: XoODCOOOCOGOCO0E | State 1D: XX0COOOCNOGOOO0CE
School: samiple school
District: sample district
State: sample state

Individual Student Report 2016

This repart pravides informatian about the student’s scares an the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 English langusage proficiency test. This test is based on the
WIDA English Language Development Standards and i used to measure students’ progress. in learming English. Soones are reported &5 Langusge
Praificienicy Leveds and a3 Scale Scones.
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Praficiency
Level

Domain Students st this level generally can...

oral to specific topics in schoal and can in chass [ b
« Exchange infonmation and idoas with others « Apgly lury Infoemation about processes of concopts presenied
- Connect events 4

~ icbemitify positions oF points of view on isuses in ol discustions

ideas and ceally in containg short and everyday word
phrases, for esamale:
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+ Compane objects, peops, pichuses, svents = Expenss opinions

understand writhen language relabed to commen topics in school and can participate in class discussions, for example:
« Classify main ideas and examples in weitten infomation. . identify sheps in writien processes and procedures

« Ibenaify main indomation that tells wha, what, when or .+ o chaims and evidence
wihese something happened

comenunicate in writhng in English using language related 10 comuman topics in school, for example:
« Describe famillar ksues and events

some details
« Croate siories or short namaties

- Describe peocesses and peocedhares with
- Givie pinkons with seascre In afew shiort sentences
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. Individual Student Report 2022

© This report provides information about the student's scores on the ACCESS for ELLs English language proficiency test. This test is

* based on the WIDA English Language Development Standards and is used to measure students’ progress in learning English. Scores
are reported as Language Proficiency Levels and as Scale Scores.

Proficiency Level Scale Score Posstie1n0600) and Confidence Band
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Oral Language 36 236 understand oral language in English related to specific topics in school and can participate in class discussions, for example:
500% Listening + 50F% Speaking [ ] | » Exchange information and ideas with others » Apply key information about processes or concepts
= Listening 4 o Connect people and events based on oral information presented orally
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50% Reading + 50% Writing [ 1 discussions
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Questions to Consider

You might want to know:

e How do teachers use test results?
e What are the English goals for my child?
e [n addition to English, what else does my child learn in

school?
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Grow Your Knowledge and
Understanding

Explain EL Status and
Language Testing

Explore resources to support your
professional learning on topics
related to language-focused family
engagement. Read these resources
independently or collaboratively
with your peers.

Find resources to help explain to
families of multilingual learners key
concepts, terms, and processes
related to EL identification and
language testing. Resources include
parent-friendly guides, flyers, and

videos.
« ABCs of Family Engagement

« Focus Bulletins
* Young Multilingual Children in..

s Explaining ELL Status (flyer in
several languages)
Language Testing? (flyer

(parent research summaries for
educators) 3

several languages)

ELLs:
ing Your Child's

Family Engagement | WIDA

Assess Teach Grow Abou

WI DA Early Years

Learning Language
Every Day:

Activities for Families K

WIDA

ABCs of Family Engagement:
ey Considerations for Building ips with Families
and Strengthening Family Engagement Practices

Introduction

Famis ngage n e chirens development
and ecucation n a ety of ways. Focognzng ana
<pocting e many ways hat famies support he
caiming ana dovelopment of chicten and yout, ot
athorme and n orml carng envionmonts i crcal

Children learn language
every day by talking with
others.

Use the activities n this packet to start
conversations with children about their family,
what they like to play, how they feel, what
sounds they hear n their home or community,
and the weather.

avers aies (Baquecano-Lopez Alexancer, &

Promote and Support
Family Engagement

To supportsducatos workng wih famiesof Gnguage.

There is no right or wrong way to use these
activities. You can share them with your
friends and family members.

Find useful infermation and
activities for families of multilingual
learners that promote fam \
engagement at home by W‘DA
highlighting various ways f:
support children’s languagt
development.

el hogal

Jaces famiiares.

s df
de lengua
ones familiares 3 3YES 8 oy
Conexi oy mportante 3

unrel
Lastanguas deogar e

* Learning Language Even
Activities for Families (pa
several languages)
Family Connections Throu
Home Languages (flyer in
several languages)
Introducing WIDA (video ir
English)
Introducing WIDA (video in
Spanish)

Resources



https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/learners/engagement

What Did You Learn Today?

BUILDING THE CAPACITY OF MULTILINGUAL FAMILIES

EVALUATION
[
KSession Title: Building the Capacity of ML families Date: September 18, 2025
Presenter: Torres, Ruegsegger, Garcia Tellez SchooliLocation: Arcado ES

We would like to hear from our staff about this session. Please circle the number that matches your level of proficiency affer
attending this fraining and answer the questions at the boftom. Thank you!

Strongly
Agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly
Disagree

| understand the Multiingual Learners Program (ESOL) and how it
supports my child’s academic achievement

| have a better understanding about how my child qualifies for ML
(ESOL) services.

| can explain the different levels of language acquisition and how |
can support my child.

| can describe how my child is served by the ML (ESOL) teacher 4 3 2 1
and the level of support my child receives at school

| understand ACCESS testing.

Based on the presentation, write two examples of how you can support your child at home
1

2

Tell us how we can help you to support your child's learing

Name: School




Thank you!

Hope Boyd, PIC

hope.boyd@gapski2.org Jennifer Garcia Tellez, POL

jennifer.garciatellez@gcpsk12.org

Rebecca Ruegsegger, APTI
rebecca.ruegsegger@gcpsk12.org
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