UNITING THE PAST TO
STRENGTHEN THE FUTURE

The Academic Enrichment Foundation (AEF) is the
philanthropic arm of Thornton Township District 205.
It exists to secure financial resources, strengthen
alumni connections, and expand opportunities for
students and teachers. AEF serves as the bridge
between alumni, families, community partners, and
the schools — ensuring that support for District 205
is both sustainable and transformative.

Our Vision
Every student empowered. Every teacher supported. Every alumnus connected.

Our Mission

To build a culture of giving and engagement that strengthens all District 205 schools, fuels
student success, and supports teacher innovation while fostering lifelong connections
across our alumni and community.

Together, these initiatives create a sustainable system that empowers students, supports
teachers, and connects alumni for generations.

= The Shield Campaign g©@ Marketing & Awareness
QO A unifying movement where alumni make a e Quarterly newsletters, alumni spotlights,
meaningful financial commitment to protect, a presence in current student
support, and strengthen District 205. The programming, and social media features
campaign builds pride, connection, and a ensure consistent communication,
culture of giving that sustains scholarships, recognition, and storytelling that highlight
teacher grants, and student opportunities. the impact of alumni and the foundation.

@ Teacher & Student Support

% Alumni Database AEF provides classroom innovation

The central hub for alumni engagement. grants, student scholarships,

It allows us to stay connected, track recognition awards, and emergency
participation, and create targeted assistance to ensure that both teachers
opportunities for mentorship, giving, and students have the resources they
and event involvement. need to thrive.

Community Partnerships

=) Alumni Engagement @ Local businesses, civic leaders, and

24 From the Speaker Series to the Mentorship corporate partners play a critical role in the
Network, Class Reunions, and an Alumni foundation's work. Sponsorships, naming
Hall of Fame, these programs ensure opportunities, and event partnerships
alumni are visible, active, and celebrated as expand resources and deepen community

part of the district's ongoing story. investment in District 205.



